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Hybrid is competitive with much smaller vehicles. The Tahoe Hybrid offers the same city fuel economy as a standard four-cylinder Toyota Camrytt 
These impressive fuel economy numbers can be attributed to Tahoe's Hybrid Propulsion Electric System that operates in three ways: electric power, 
engine power, of any combination of electric and engine power. That’s one smart hybrid. For more information, go to chevy.com/FuelSolutions. 
(limited availability.) 
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“About the only thing I'd rather 
do than play basketball is hunt. 
There’s just nothing like 

enjoying the great outdoors 


+h my friends and family. 


ples Mill Road ¢ Fairfax, VA 22030 ¢ 


Did You Know ...““Intense nationwide demand for youth firearms education and 
safety training is why the NRA works with groups like the Boy Scouts of 
America, American Legion, 4-H and FFA to develop shooting programs 

that reach more than one million young people annually.” 
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Wayne LaPierre, NRA Executive Vice President 
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Schedule be Damned ... 
Dawgs Will Have Their Day 


GEORGIA 


Here’s what you don't want to see when you pick a 
team No. 1 in the country: a schedule that includes 
games at South Carolina, Arizona State, LSU and 
Auburn, home games vs. Alabama, Tennessee and 
Georgia Tech, and the neutral-site cage match 
against Florida. 

That schedule prompted the Lindy’s editors to initially place anoth- 
er team atop our preseason rankings .,. but eventually we came around 
to this: Georgia is the best team. The schedule, while not irrelevant, does 
not change the fact that if the Dawgs are good enough, they'll be good 
enough. And they are. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Running back Knowshon Moreno has the 
goods to be the second consecutive sophomore to win the Heisman. Junior 
QB Matthew Stafford has steadily matured, and the offense should fly as it 
did late last season, averaging almost 38 points in the final six games. 
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The defensive front seven is experienced and one of the best any- 
where. The Bulldogs are particularly stout against the run — always a key 
ingredient for a national champion. 

AD NEWS: The offensive line still has some mix-and- 
matching to do in the fall, depending on whether freshman Ben Jones 
can take over at center. This season will test every bit of Mark Richt's 
coaching dexterity. Half of his regular-season games will come against 
coaches who have won national titles — Dennis Erickson, Steve Spurrier, 
Phillip Fulmer, Nick Saban, Urban Meyer and Les Miles 

If Richt even gets the Dawgs to the national title game, it could be 
the best coaching job. Not his best coaching job, the best coaching job. 
Like, ever. 

LL: Georgia is the best program this decade not to win 
a national title. If that doesn't change this season, it could next year ... 
and never mind that tough 2009 schedule, too. 
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, USC 


As Usual, Pete’s got a Dragon 

Not sure if this USC team is any better than the 
past two editions, but those guys found a way to 
stub their toe (Stanford ... ouch) and, well, now it just seems as if the 
Trojans are due. Not much else has changed. Pete Carroll is still sitting at 
the table with a stack of poker chips as tall as anyone's. On defense, he 
has three, perhaps four, potential All-Americans. And exactly how many 
prep All-American running backs has he stockpiled? Shoot, we lost count. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Several years of top-rated recruiting make 
losing key personnel as painless as possible. Led by Rey Maualuga and 
Brian Cushing, nobody has better linebackers. The secondary, one of 
the nation’s best, is experienced and versatile. Basically, the defense 
will be a nightmare. 

THE BAD NEWS: Mark Sanchez won the spring QB battle; he has 
some starting experience but it’s different being the full-time boss. Los- 
ing DT Sedrick Ellis and DE Lawrence Jackson is never easy. Still waiting 
for that special someone to emerge as the next Reggie Bush. 

.: We're supremely confident in calling for continuing- 
record USC’ s seventh consecutive Pac-10 tite, and we have a sense that 
an early season home victory over Ohio State will propel the Trojans to 
the title game. 


, OHIO STATE 


Big Ten Bullies Want (yet) Another Title Shot 
This started looking like an 11-1 season the mo- 
ment the schedule was released. Figure a loss at 
USC on Sept. 13 and then a romp through the Big Ten. It will be up to 
the pollsters and computers, then, to put the Bucks into a third consecu- 
tive title game. Have we all tired of Ohio State’s championship futility? 
Perhaps, but deal with it. Not many teams have a better quarterback situ- 
ation — the efficient Todd Boeckman mentoring Terrelle Pryor. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Everything. Michigan changed coaches. 
Pryor came to Columbus. Consecutive BCS title game appearances and 
20 returning starters. That's a good place to start. So is Heisman candi- 
date Chris “Beanie” Wells. And Lindy’s preseason Defensive Player of the 
Year James Laurinaitis. 

THE BAD NEWS: An SEC hangover. The Bucks have been spanked 
by Florida and LSU in those title games. Is Ohio State simply good enough 
to win the Big Ten but rank woefully behind the SEC? The major personnel 
issue: who replaces the best pass rusher, DE Vernon Gholston? 

OUR CALL: In the Charmin-soft Big Ten, Jim Tressel is building a 
dynasty. Even if his team loses early to USC, it can run the table and get 
toa third straight title game. 


OKLAHOMA 


BCS Frequent Fliers Seek an Upgrade 
Welcome to another national title chase. Even 
‘though Bob Stoops has only the one championship 
to his credit (2000), OU has played for two others this decade. He also has 
won five Big 12 titles. In this age of parity, this is one of the most consis- 
tent programs in the country. But, uh, what's the deal with this bow! losing 
streak? The Sooners have lost their last four BCS bowls ... which has over- 
shadowed the fact that OU has gotten to those bowls in the first place. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback Sam Bradford had a monster 
redshirt freshman season. Tailback DeMarco Murray is back from knee 
surgery. Offensive tackle Phil Loadholt is, well, a load. The defense will 
be nasty again. 

THE BAD NEWS: Oklahoma lost three juniors to the NFL Draft, 
all at key positions — MLB Curtis Lofton, DB Reagie Smith and WR 
Malcolm Kelly. Veteran backup Ryan Reynolds is the key. If he can't slide 
over from the outside and replace Lofton, the defense won't be whole. 

OUR CALL: Stoops is closing in on his second national champi- 
onship. If the SEC powers beat up on one another, don’t be surprised if 
Oklahoma makes it all the way to Dolphin Stadium. 


>. MISSOURI 


Feelin’ at Home Among Nation's Elite 
The long-struggling Tigers reached No. 1 last sea- 
son and were a win away from the national cham- 
pionship game before faltering. Heisman finalist Chase Daniel returns 
for his senior year with a load of weapons surrounding him. Receiver/ 
returner Jeremy Maclin might be the fastest player in college football. 
The Tigers might lose this season, but they will not be stopped. And they 
don't have to play Oklahoma, at least not until the Big 12 title game. 
THE GOOD NEWS: Not much has changed. Missouri was eighth 
in scoring, ninth in passing, and rushed for 29 touchdowns in ‘07. The 
defense, once a weakness under Gary Pinkel, should be a strength. Nine 
Starters return on that side of the ball. Watch safety William Moore. 
|E BAD NEWS: It’s really hard to find any. Two-time 1,000-yard 
tailback Tony Temple is gone but there is plenty of depth. Tight end Mar- 
tin Rucker is off to the pros. All that means is Chase Coffman will catch 
more passes. 
1c Mizzou is a legitimate Big 12 and national champi- 
onship contender. There is a tough opener against Illinois and trips to 
Texas and Nebraska, If Missouri goes 2-1 in those games, an 11-1 regu- 
lar season is possible. 


« FLORIDA 


Tebow and Harvin, and a Defense that’s Starvin' 
A four-loss 2007 season wasn't totally unex- 
pected. The Gators had just two defensive starters 
back from their national championship team, and it showed. When last 
seen, Florida was giving up 41 points and 373 passing yards to Michi- 
gan. When next seen, the defense will be fast, experienced and boosted 
by some fresh-faced kids. On offense, the main question is how Florida's 
two major stars are going to split up the Heisman votes. 

THE GOOD NEWS; Heisman-winning Tim Tebow and do-it-all 
Percy Harvin can’t be stopped, and the Gators might actually have a real 
running game. That could come from several sources, including USC 
transfer Emmanuel Moody, who finished spring better than he started. 

THE BAD NEWS: Everyone knows the opponents’ game plan: 
Hit Tebow. Coach Urban Meyer will keep scheming to make sure that 
doesn't happen as much. Without Tebow, it gets awfully hard to compete 
this season in the SEC. 

nt ALL: Everything is in play if the Gators can get past Geor- 
gia, but to do that, they have to stop Knowshon Moreno, who scooted 
for 188 yards last season. That’s the deal with Florida: It all gets back to 
how much the defense has improved. 


/. LSU 


Way too Low: The Problem is Perrilloux 

The defending national champs would be higher if 
you knew they could count on vexing junior quar- 
terback Ryan Perrilloux, who has more career suspensions (three) than 
Starts (two). This is the chance he’s been waiting for, with JaMarcus Rus- 
sell and Matt Flynn now out of the way, but he missed spring ball because 
of his latest suspension. The Tigers have so much else that they can win 
plenty without him, but it’s hard to see them going all way with somebody 
else behind center. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Few teams have a set of lines like the Tigers. 
Ricky Jean-Francois could be the next Glenn Dorsey — right now. Tyson 
Jackson is a first-round end, and end Kirston Pittman is an NFLer, too. The 
offensive line has All-America candidates Herman Johnson and Ciron Black. 

THE BAD NEWS: The secondary might be a bit green, but let's 
go back to Perrilloux for a moment. His backups are redshirt freshman 
Jarrett Lee and Harvard transfer Andrew Hatch, a sophomore. That kind 
of puts Perrilloux! 's importance into perspective. 

OUR : The Tigers have a better chance of repeating as na- 
tional champs than Texas did in 2006 or Florida did last season. This time, 
though, LSU can't count on having its ticket punched with two losses. 


» TEXAS 


Will Investment in ‘D’ lead to BCS? 

The defense gave up the seventh-most yards in 
Texas history last season. That meant a demotion 
for assistant Duane Akina and the opening of the vaults for new coordi- 
nator Will Muschamp. Mack Brown raided Auburn for the best coordina- 
tor available and paid him $425,000. When Muschamp has the players, 
he will play the same attacking defense that helped LSU win the 2003 
national championship. He doesn’t have all the horses yet. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Seven straight 10-win seasons. A new rock- 
star defensive coordinator. A soon-to-be expanded 93,000-seat stadium. 
NFL prospects all over the place. The only thing missing is another national 
championship. Watch sophomore Vondrell McGee, the next star at tailback. 

THE BAD NEWS: Quarterback Colt McCoy needs to rebound after 
his interceptions were up and touchdown passes were down. The final 
month includes trips to Texas Tech and Kansas. And the Longhorns have 
to play Missour: Oklahoma doesn't. 

It should come down to the Oklahoma game for the 
Big 12 South title. Again. The defense will have to make a quantum leap, 
though, to get the Longhorns back into national contention. 


CLEMSON 


No really ... we mean it. Tigers are Good. Seriously. 
You've heard it before, but this time we really mean 
it. This could be Tommy Bowden's best team at 
Clemson. Really. The Tigers have 16 starters back and don't play a true 
toad game until the second week of October. The schedule is friendly 
enough, except for back-to-back roadies at Boston College and Florida 
State in November. But while we're on the subject of possible ACC titles, 
has it really been 17 years since Clemson won the league? 

THE GOOD NEWS: Is there any argument that Cullen Harper is 
the best QB in the league? Tailback James Davis wisely didn’t go to the 
NFL, Aaron Kelly could become the ACC’s all-time receptions leader. 
Clemson is one of two BCS teams to return a 1,000-yard rusher and 
receiver (Tennessee is the other), 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line has to be rebuilt ... and this 
is after Harper was sacked 35 times last season. The linebackers are 
an inexperienced group. DE Phillip Merling is gone but monster recruit 
Da'Quan Bowers could become the next star on the line. 

The ACC is up for grabs. Clemson should win it. Then 
again, Clemson should have done a lot of things over the years under 
Bowden. This team has 11-win potential, but since it’s Clemson call it 9-3. 


LO.. WEST VIRGINIA 


Turning Sour Grapes into Champagne 

New coach Bill Stewart is going to have to prove 
— he didn’t just marry up. Stewart has the love of 
fans, right now, simply because he isn't Rich Rodriguez. But he will have 
to recruit and win big to match what Rodriguez established in Morgan- 
town. And he won't be forgiven if his team goes south. For sure, Stewart 
is smart enough to keep the offense pretty much as is. Heck, WE could 
coach the offense this season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Only Tim Tebow is better in the spread option 
than Heisman candidate Pat White. Tailback Noel Devine is a budding 
superstar if he can hold up physically to the work load. Rich Rodriguez 
left enough scheme and talent to win another Big East title. 

THE BAD NEWS: An ugly lawsuit. Accusations hurled by Rodriguez 
and the administration. The faster the program gets past Rich Rod, the bet- 
ter. On the field, West Virginia will soar or crash depending on whether 
coordinator Jeff Casteel can assemble another top-notch defense. 

R CALL: There's too much quality on the schedule (Colorado. 
Rutgers, ‘Auburn Louisville, Pittsburgh) to expect national championship 
contention, especially for a rookie major college head coach. 
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iL. WISCONSIN 


‘Old School’ Style Still Leads to New Year's 

Bret Bielema has established himself as a coach, 
winning 21 games in his first two seasons and tak- 
ing the Badgers to consecutive New Year's Day bowls. Wisconsin has 
become one of the country’s most consistent programs and something of 
an anachronism. Look, how cute, the Badgers still use a blocking fullback. 
But there's really nothing cute about Wisconsin, which grinds and grinds 

and has won at least nine games in seven of the past 10 years. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Badgers are back to pounding the oppo- 
sition with one of the best sets of backs in the country — P.J. Hill, Lance 
Smith and Zach Brown. If the quarterback situation can get settled, the 
defense should allow Wisconsin to contend for the Big Ten title. 

BAD NEWS: The quarterback situation IS unsettled. It was 
assumed that Kansas State transfer Allan Evridge would win the job. We'll 
see. Junior Dustin Sherer is the other option. It’s no one’s fault, but injuries 
have plagued tits team the past two years, including this spring. 

Asking Wisconsin to get past Ohio State for the Big 
Ten title is ASE too much. But winning 10 isn’t out of the question if 
the Badgers can overcome a tough early conference schedule. 


BYU 


Passing Themselves all the way to Pasadena? 
The dynasty is back after 16 straight Mountain 
West Conference victories and three consecutive 
trips to the Las Vegas Bowl. Vegas, that’s nice and all, but the Cougars 
are itching for another holiday venue. Something with a big parade, per- 
haps. Lots of roses. One way or another, there will be at least one BCS 
opening in a western bowl — and that’s the destination BYU is aiming 
for in Bronco Mendenhall’s fourth season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Max Hall came out flinging last season 
and never stopped, finishing with 3,848 passing yards. He's protected by 
two Outland candidates — Dallas Reynolds and Ray Feinga. RB Harvey 
Unga is a bull. DE Jan Jorgensen had 14 sacks as a sophomore. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Cougars have to beat two Pac-10 teams 
(at Washington, vs. UCLA) in the first three weeks of the season. Later, 
BYU's road to at least the MWC title includes trips to top contenders 
TCU, and Utah on Nov. 22 in what could be a charged finish. 

R CALL: BYU needs to be in the top 12 of the final BCS stand- 
ings to get an automatic berth. An undefeated season is possible. A one- 
loss season, with a modest strength of schedule, that should be just 
enough. 


TAT 2. AUBURN 
Dean of SEC has Another Contender 


Sea Tommy Tuberville is the calm amid the storm. He's 
now the dean of SEC West coaches — with his 
nine years of fine service more than twice that of any coach at his cur- 
rent school. Of course, Houston Nutt is working on his 11th year in the 
West, but he’s now at Ole Miss, not Arkansas, which just points out how 
crazy things have been. That doesn't mean Tuberville is standing pat. He's 
‘swinging for the fences with one of those shiny new spread offenses. 

THE GOOD NEWS: That spread offense, courtesy of new coordi- 
nator Tony Franklin, was good for a season-high 423 yards in the bow! 
game against Clemson. It’s definitely on the uppity-up. The offensive line 
is fabulous, led by guard Tyronne Green, who compares to any recent 
Auburn great. 

THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback of the spread offense is still to 
be determined, with Kodi Burns and Chris Todd emerging as the favor- 
ites in the spring. There are three new starters on the defensive line who 
will ty to not Sisappoint All-American tackle Sen’Derrick Marks. 

LL: A favorable SEC schedule, with more of the toughies 
at home, should make a nine-win season the lowest of expectations. A 
Sept. 20 home knockout of LSU could lead to the West title. 
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1.2 ARIZONA STATE 


Erickson has Devils on the Run 

Was there ever any doubt Dennis Erickson would 
win at Arizona State? He might have foolishly 
bounced between jobs in the past and played a little loosey-goosey with 
a rule or two, but the bottom-line story of his college career is that he’s 
a winner. Erickson developed and guided a modestly talented Arizona 
State team to a 10-3 record last season, its best performance since Jake 
Plummer took the Devils to the Rose Bowl after the 1996 season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Erickson has one of the best coaching staffs 
west of the SEC and the most experienced quarterback in the Pac-10 — 
cocky sonofagun Rudy Carpenter. Seven starters return on each side, 
plus there's Groza Award winner Thomas Weber for a sure three points. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line is under construction, which 
could derail talented skill players like RB Keegan Herring. ASU floun- 
dered late last season against better competition — Oregon, USC, Texas 
—sht wing that the talent level still needs to be notch or two higher. 

)UR CALL: ASU is ready to take on this season’s tougher sched- 
ule (but, no, not ready to beat visiting Georgia). Carpenter's veteran 
savvy will carry the Devils far in a projected down year for the Pac-10. 


15. KANSAS 


What? You Expected Them to Just Go Away? 
Kansas was the only school last season to finish in 
the top five in scoring offense and scoring defense. 
Itled the nation in turnover margin, too. Things won't be as easy this sea- 
son. Critics noted the Jayhawks beat exactly one Top 25 team (Kansas 
State, No. 24 at the time) before the Orange Bowl. The schedule toughens, 
with games against preseason Top 25 South Florida, Oklahoma, Texas 
Tech, Texas and Missouri. Now, all the Jayhawks have to do is win. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Todd Reesing is back to lead by sheer 
force of will. If things break down he has the feet to run or smarts to 
throw it out of bounds, Junior College player of the year Jocques Craw- 
ford (1,935 rushing yards) could help. Defense is a strength. 

THE BAD NEWS: There are issues at both offensive tackle spots, 
including a big vacancy on the left side where departed All-American 
Anthony Collins used to be. All-American CB Aqib Talib is gone, but nine 
reluming Starters should pick up the slack. 

CALL: Coach Mark Mangino has built this team for long- 
term success, and while we don’t see a North title for 2008, the Jayhawks 
also don't figure to fade to black a year after they went supernova. 


» TEXAS TECH 


Pass Like This and You Don't Need to Run 
This is as loaded as the Red Raiders have been in 
Mike Leach’s nine seasons. Ten starters return to 
the nation’s No, 2 offense. The offense you know about, but Leach has 
a serviceable defense that could help the Red Raiders finish above their 
traditional third/fourth in the Big 12 South. 

That defense finished a respectable third in the league. On the other 
hand, it also had a hard time stopping the run, giving up at least 200 
yards on the ground to five Big 12 teams. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Back to our feature presentation: Leach has 
never had a better offense. Graham Harrell has eight of his top 10 receiv- 
ers back, including Biletnikoff Award winner Michael Crabtree. One of 
those guys could get a New York invite for the Heisman. 

‘AD NEWS: Offensive balance is a problem, but Leach 
doesn’t seem to care, Tech finished last nationally in rushing last season. 
If opposing defenses can pressure Harrell, the game is over. Even though 
Tech won me last season, its four losses were by a combined 56 points. 

F “It's hard to pick 10 victories from a schedule that 
includes tps to Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas A&M. Texas Tech will 
probably lose one it shouldn't, end up 9-3 and third in the Big 12 South. 
Haven't we heard this before? 


12 Linoy's 


|» WAKE FOREST 


Dismiss the Deacons? Not This Year. 

Wake Forest, with its mostly nowhere past, is a 
program easily dismissed. Its stadium, although 
recently updated, still has only 31,500 permanent seats. Let's see — that 
wouldn’t even fill one side of most places. Tradition? Wake has won only 
two conference championships in 107 seasons of football. But one of 
those was in 2006. Then the Demon Deacons followed up with a nine- 
win season. Sixteen starters are back. They're not going away. 

GOOD NEWS: Wake Forest has a couple of those guys who 
seem to be eighth-year seniors, like cornerback Alphonso Smith and kick- 
er/punter Sam Swank. Accurate junior QB Riley Skinner is entering his 
third season as the starter, established as one of the best in the ACC. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Deacons will miss graduated center Steve 
Justice. The offense needs a home-run threat at receiver. The Demon 
Deacons have to show that they're better than the 44-10 drubbing they 
eee at Clemson last season. 

J The bulk of a team that won 20 games in the past two 
years i back, Wake's players, from Skinner and Swank, RB Josh Adams 
and LB Aaron Curry, are simply better than most others in the ACC. 


ILLINOIS 


Corner turned, Juice and Friends Pour it on 
Ron Zook seemingly turned the corner, getting |I- 
linois to Pasadena for the first time in 24 years. 
Not even the depressing Rose Bowl loss could trump the good feeling 
from the regular season, which included the memorable victory over 
Ohio State. Zook also survived the ravages of coaching changes and 
retained his right-hand man, Mike Locksley, as offensive coordinator 
and ace recruiter. They have the nation’s attention; now, the Illini must 
prove they truly belong. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Illinois is one of the few teams in the country 
that runs a power running game out of the spread. If quarterback Juice 
Williams improves his completion percentage, the offense will gain some 
needed balance. 

THE BAD NEWS: Tailback Rashard Mendenhall took his 1,681 
yards and went pro. Zook must find a replacement among junior Daniel 
Dufrene and redshirt freshman Troy Pollard. And All-American lineback- 
er J Leman is no longer around to clean every defensive mistake. 

ALL: It will be hard for Illinois to have a better record than 
last season’s 9-4 mark, and the Illini better be sharp early against Mis- 
souri and back-to-back road games at Penn State and Michigan. 


ALLA 


1S. SOUTH FLORIDA 


Burned in the Sun Bowl, Bigger Goals in Focus. 
Call it unfinished business. Just getting to a bow! 
isn’t enough. The Sun Bow! last season? That didn’t 
exactly fit the Bulls like a pair of Tony Lama boots. After a 6-0 start they were 
thinking national title ... and then hoped for a conference title and a BCS 
game... and then they waited on the Gator. Didn't happen. The Sun was kind 
of a big, fat letdown — and it showed in a blowout loss to Oregon and its 
fourth-string quarterback. It’s all motivation for 18 returning starters. 
GOOD NEWS: USF returns 10 starters on offense, starting 
with QB Matt Grothe, who passed and ran like crazy and got all worn down 
near the end of last year. RB Mike Ford could be used more to keep Grothe 
fresh. No worries with DE George Selvie, who had 31.5 tackles for loss. 
THE BAD NEWS: It was a comfort having two NFL-caliber cor- 
nerbacks last season. No more. Mike Jenkins and Trae Williams are 
gone. On offense, much depends on how healthy Grothe (3,542 yards of 
total Oran) is able to remain. 
+ Selvie and Grothe lead a veteran team that has won 
big games, ant might now know how to better handle the spotlight. No 
doubt, the Bulls can win the Big East. 


Wit LINDYSSI 


ALABAMA 


Saban's Newbies Take Control 

The Crimson Tide has many ingredients of a sleep- 
er. Alabama has a returning starting quarterback, 
John Parker Wilson, who has been good and has the ability to hit the 
big time. Alabama has a front seven that should decently stop the run 
(28th nationally last year). The Tide lost a bunch of close games (all six 
losses by a touchdown or less) that could easily turn around. And it has 
a higher-than-average number of returning starters (17). 

THE GOOD NEWS: One more thing about Alabama as a sleep- 
er: Teams often make a big jump in a coach’s second season. Nick 
Saban has some excellent pieces here — including OT Andre Smith, C 
Antoine Caldwell, S Rashad Johnson, RB Terry Grant and LB Rolando 
McClain. 

THE BAD NEWS: Alabama does need some players to step up 
along the defensive front seven. And while having the nation’s No. 1 
fecruiting class is a good thing, using so many newbies right away — 
especially ‘on defense — isn't always the best of signs, 

R CALL: Like everyone else in the SEC, the schedule leaves lit- 
tle margin for error, plus there’s the opener against Clemson. But here’s 
the bottom line: Get the Tide while you can, because Saban is building. 


O OREGON 


Be alert: Gang Green's back in Eugene 

OREGON | Just about nobody thought Oregon could win 
last season without Dennis Dixon. His torn ACL 
was the difference between a national championship bid and a three- 
game losing streak to end the regular season. Then the Ducks put up 56 
against South Florida in the Sun Bowl. So it is possible. Oregon will find 
somebody at quarterback who can make the offense work well enough to 
let the team’s strength — its defense — take it from there. 

jOOD NEWS: Coordinator Nick Aliotti’s defense, led by 
sack-man end Nick Reed, will be one of the Pac-10's best. All-league 
safety Patrick Chung has been roving the secondary forever it seems. JC 
running back LaGarrette Blount was a spring revelation, easing concerns 
over the loss of Jonathan Stewart. 

JAD NEWS: The lost firepower will test the ingenuity of of- 
fensive coordinator Chip Kelly and his spread option. The schedule has 
‘some tricky non-conference games (at Purdue, vs. Boise State) and a 
slew of tough trips in league play (USC, Arizona State, Cal). 

JR CALL: It's OK that Oregon won't be scoring in the 50s, which 
it did four times last year with Dixon. The Ducks are always best anyway 
when the defense leads the charge. Can we still call them Gang Green? 


FRESNO STATE 


Move Over Broncos ... Old Guard is Back 

It is hard to believe that for all the good coach Pat 
Hill has done at Fresno State, for all the upsets of 
BCS schools, and all the off-Saturday appearances on ESPN, he's only 
won one WAC championship in 11 years. Much of the blame goes to 
nemesis Boise State, which regularly has broken the Bulldogs’ hearts 
since joining the league in 2001. The Broncos again are a high hurdle 
— but at least Hawaii isn’t this season — and it looks like this is the 
Bulldogs’ time to turn the tables. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Fresno State returns 10 starters on offense 
and is plenty deep at running back, so it will be able to play good ol’ 
blue-collar football, which is fine by Hill. Quarterback Tom Brandstater is 
a steady veteran who can avoid the killer mistake. 

THE BAD NEWS: This season, “anyone, anytime, anywhere” in- 
cludes games at Rutgers and UCLA, with a home matchup against Wis- 
consin. Hill spent the spring looking for more aggressive play on defense 
after the Bulldogs came up with a mere 13 turnovers last season. 

‘ALL: With the schedule, we're not talking BCS material 
here. But Fresno State will knock off somebody good, avoid its usual 
blunder in the league, and win the WAC for the first time since ‘99. 


‘5 Sports ANNUALS 


PITTSBURGH 


OK, Dave, Show Us What You've Got 

Dave Wannstedt, entering his fourth season at 
Pitt, has strung together the kind of recruiting 
classes that should begin to translate to more victories and a national 
ranking. His results so far: underwhelming. He has a 16-19 record with 
the Panthers, no winning season, and he's yet to beat Rutgers or Lou- 
isville, even when the Cardinals were bad last season. This is a prove-it 
year for a program that returns 17 starters from the team that denied 
West Virginia the national title game. 

THE GOOD NEWS: LeSean McCoy ran for 1,328 yards and 14 
TDs as a true freshman, more yards than that other touted freshman at 
Georgia. The Panthers are deep at receiver and get back 2006 star Derek 
Kinder from injury. LB Scott McKillop hogs just about every tackle, 

THE BAD NEWS: The Panthers have to figure out their quarter- 
back situation and make sure there’s enough balance to keep McCoy 
from being too much of a target. 

LL: No excuses. No excuses for anything less than a 4-0 
Start. No excuses for not going to a bowl. No excuses for not making 
less than a full-hearted effort at the Big East title. The pressure is on 
Wannstedt. 


“ze TENNESSEE 


Another Big Second-Half Push 

Critics will point out that it's been nearly 10 years 
since Tennessee went on its magical run to the na- 
tional title, and the Vols haven't won the SEC championship since. There 
have been numerous off-field issues, including this past winter, which 
is why you sometimes see “embattled” next to the words “coach Phillip 
Fulmer.” Through it all, it's easy to forget the resiliency the team showed 
in winning the SEC East last season, finishing with 10 victories. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Eight starters are back on offense, and the 
return of senior running back Arian Foster was welcome news. The Vols. 
are deep at running back, receiver and in the secondary, The team could 
make a big push over a somewhat weak second half of the season. 

THE BAD NEWS: The hub of the offense — QB Erik Ainge and 
coordinator David Cutcliffe — has to be replaced. How will the team 
adapt to a more wide-open offense? Jerod Mayo’s early departure to the 
NFL was a big bite out of the front seven. 

ZALL: The Vols definitely have the personnel to move higher 
in the rankings, It's just that not all the talented teams in the SEC can win 
every week. Somebody has to slide a bit. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Can Papa Bowden put Together Another Big Run? 
Bobby Bowden has 17 losses in the past three 
seasons — and that’s four more than he had in 
the entire decade of the ‘90s. The end isn't completely at hand yet, but 
the program already has sent out the puff of white smoke, signaling of- 
fensive coordinator Jimbo Fisher is next in line. Having that continuity 
should help the ‘Noles move forward, especially on the recruiting trail, as 
the team tries to gear up for one more big run for Papa Bowden. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Most teams would die for the raw talent in 
Tallahassee. A secondary that has safety Myron Rolle, plus corners Tony 
Carter and Patrick Robinson should be a defensive strength. WR Greg 
Carr is an NFL prototype. Senior QB Drew Weatherford has experience, 
if not pizzazz. 

THE BAD NEWS: Florida State could win the mess of a Coastal 
Division but is stuck in the more-stacked Atlantic. The ‘Noles have lost 
the past three Bowden Bowls to Tommy's Tigers, and any semblance of 
a running game is a distant memory. 

CALL: This might not be the year FSU sheds its under- 
achiever label because most expect them to achieve little. But eight wins 
are out there, which would be a step in the right direction. 
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BARNER MOTORSPORTS PARK = LEEDS ALABAMA SPORTS HALL OF FAME = BIRMINGHAM 


You could travel the globe and not find more sports opportunities than we have right here in 


Alabama. That's why we're devoting an entire year to sports of all kinds, Racing at the Talladega 


Superspeedway, football in Auburn and Tuscaloosa, golf along the Robert Trent Jones Golf 
Trail. We've got it all. So if you've got a passion for sports, then 2008 is going to be a year to 


remember. Get schedules, see video clips, get information about sports events and destinations, 


and register to win the ULTIMATE ALABAMA SPORTS SWEEPSTAKES ac WWW.yearofalahamasports.com. 
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8 Colin Kaeperick, RB Luke Lippincott lea Pistol offense, 


South Carolina SEC 


Due fr better heath in 2008 as team sigs trough tough SEC. 74, New Mexico MG 
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(8 Donovan Porterie is one of the best in Mountain West. 


Boise State WAC. 


Broncos, even during some remodeling, seem good for nine wins. 75, Minnesota —__BigTen 


10 


Top 20 reciting lass a sign fete things to come 


Virginia Tech ACC 


Rebuilding year for Hokies, who shoud sil win Coastal dision. 76. Hawaii WAC 


Defense wil have to be the star of the show tis time around, 


Texas ABM Big 2 


ages have new offense, new defense, new coach Mike Shean, Ti, SosbemMliss C-USA 


Program gone stale? New coach Larry Fora breaks out spread 


Wichigan Big Ten 


‘Abumpy stat fo the major tanston fo coach Rich Rodriguez. Vandeit SEC 


Vandy seemed to have a shot ast year. Now? Not so much. 


California Pac-10 


Quarterback positon fures tobe a mystery unt fl camp, Washington ite Pao-10 


‘New coach Paul Wulf puts new OB into new no-hucle offense, 


Rulers Bigéast 


Looking at anther bow, but schedule wil make ta challenge, TowaState Big 2 


Late season wins over Kansas Sat, Coord were encouraging, 


i Manyand ACC 


ust one winning record for Terps in the past four seasons. AirForce NC 


nly nie starters return from fine 9-4 season for Troy Calhoun, 


3. Boston College ACC 


ages bai ie without Ryan. nd stat over a RB, to. Northwestem —_ BigTen 


Wdcats ty to ral behind senor quarterback Cl, Bache, 


5. Michigan Site BigTen 


‘Al seven loses last season came by a touchdown or ess. Baylor Big 2 


Bears, ill langushing, made god hire with coach At ries. 


UCLA Pas-10 


‘Never a dull moment wit Rick Neuheisel now in charge. Forida Attic Sun Bett 


(wis, led by 0B Rusty Sith, should repeat as league champs. 


3. Tulsa CASA 


‘Another high-scoring team, even without OB Paul Smith, MWC 


Promising season ended with six losses in final seven games. 


tah WC 


Looks lie best Uah tam since perfect 2004 season. WAC 


Passing game might be enough to end 47-season bow drought. 


Colorado Big i2 


Buffs another team testing outa hury-up,no-hoddle offense 


ines tying ot 33-5 scheme to improve woetl defense 


, Okloma State Big 2 


(08 Zac Robinson back in offense that averaged 486.3 yards 


Need to find stable replacement for 0B Omar Haugabook. 


North Carolina ACC 


Ta Hels ready to make a move in Butch Dai’ seond yer. 


Bulag up the roster, Mark Sayers eam should Keep improving 


Miami ACC 


Infusion of young talent bodes wel ...forthe 2009 season. 


Lack of suooess at SDSUis a college football mystery, 


Tey MC 


Homed Frogs never to far wy rom conference file. 


Spartans can move higher if new quarterback emerges. 


lowa Big Ten 


Hawkeyes ar just one game over 500 in he past hee yeas 


Orange not ready fora bow! — even ina league wih seven tie-in. 


Mississippi State SEC 


1S starters retun fom eam that won et games, ncn bow 


Last two coaches a combined 13-90, Welcome, Davi Cult, 


Pardue FigTen 


Last go-round for coach Joe Tiller could feature more no-huddle. 


ade three-game improvement in nach Derek Dooly’ debut 
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Dring some rebuing, but the Beavers often suprise 


Steve Fairchild takes over aftr awkward Sonny Lubick departure, 


Houston C-USA 


ein Sumin tks over as coach, dy to calenge in West. 


Flashes have potent runing game with Eugene Janis 


Utom BigEast 


Have to navigate tougher schedule after tying for Big East tie 


Bob Toledo got things moving inthe right rection st season 


Nebraska ‘ig 2 


Bo Pein brings hope after Huskers were ahorible 2-6 in league 


Mustangs make big mave, open wall nd pul in ne Jones. 


Memphis C-USA 


Tigers have hope on defense, look fr fifth bow in six seasons. 


Should have one of league's bes offenses again, 


Ole Miss SEC 


Hope squared in Oxford: Coach Houston Nut, 0B Jevan Snead. 


Toledo gets both Central Michigan and Bll State at home, 


Arkansas SEC 


Bobby Petrino will win here eventually, but Hogs lst oo much 


‘ale victory at taba, alot more things seems possible, 


CSA 


Overhaul on offense afte losing RB Kevin Smith (2.567 ys} 


Zips playing last season in Rubber Bowl, awaiting new cigs, 


NG. State MC 


Five- way qurleback bate heads int fll camp. 


(08 Chase Clement, WR Jaret Dilard..and no defense, 


Louisile Big East 


Cardinals wil lip back into bow bi aftr miserable 6-6 season. 


Has to overcome tough schedule and loss of RB Kalvin McRae, 


GeomiaTech ACC 


{twill be fun to see coach Paul Johnsons option inthe ACC. 


Mike Sanford (6-29) neds to produc in his fourth season, 


‘Notre Dame ND 


Getting back to the bow! fringes sounds like progress after 2007. Northem flings MAC 


New coach Jery Kil inherits veteran team, A quick bounce-back? 


Arizona Pacei0 


Cart getin yn: Ofese steps foward, defense steps back Westem Michigan MAC 


Defense shouldbe stout inthe MAC with 11 starters back. 


Kansas tate Big 12 


Program lost some steam after losing final four games last year. ULtatayetie Sun Bet 


Enough offense to bea spoiler or factor in the conference race 


Cincinnati Big East 


Competitive, butt doesn't lok ke another nine-win season. 


An experienced team that is going to continue to get alte better. 


Kentucky Sec 


Wildcats fall back after posting consecutive eight-win seasons. 


Thats improvement: Coach Turner Gils 7-17 in two seasons 


Washington Pac-10 


ake Lockers the West Coat version of Foidas Tim Tebow. 


Stan Brock spent his second spring inkering wit the offense. 


Indiana Big Ten 


Stil tough limi despite last season's magic ide toa bow 


Good news or bad: 19 starters back from twin team. 


Stanford Pacet0. 


Improving talent can compete in any week. ight, USC? Middle Tennessee Sun Bet 


Not enough else surrounding to experienced quarterbacks, 


Central Michigan MAC 


(0B Dan LeFevour ries to lead Chippewes to hid straight crown. Arkansas State Sun Belt 


Thing you ned to know: Te team snow aie th Red Wales 


Ball State NAC 


Super offense will push Central Michigan for cvsion, league title Easter Michigan MAC 


Quarterback Andy Schitt could help Eagles fly higher. 


East Carolina C-USA. 


Skip Holtz has to replace all-everything RB Chris Jonson. Noth Texas Sun Belt 


Lots of offense, no defense. let's pay some shootout, 


iani(Ohio) MAC 


Should repeat East ite thanks to stingy defense. _ Kaho 


‘Vandals enter season on a 10-game lasing streak, 


Virginia 


Cavs replacing too much key talent to bea thveat in ACC. UahState WAC 


‘Aggies last winning record was 6-5 in 1996 under John L Sih 


‘Same of tripe option under new coach Ken Niumatallo, Fa Intemational Sun Bet 


Ended ast yar with win over North Tras erasing 23-game si, 


GOOD 1 CAN GIVE YOu 7 
We DOU HLT 70% 


Jim Hurley’s Network 
__ Like a man in long pants 
WIN PERCENTAGE 63.4% 


<= PROFIT 


Ordinary Sports Ser 
like a boy in short pants 


He: is that possible? okay, took at last year. 
My W/L record for ‘07 (not counting PreSeason/ 
Bowls/Playoffs) was 64 & 37 for 63.4%. If you wagered 
$100 a game, you netted $2,330 after vig. 


Wow, how'd that happen? simple. Like everything else, football 
games are good, better and best. At Jim Hurley’s Network, we know our 
best games and rate them accordingly. Ambitious customers who bet my 
games the way | told them had a season for the record books, winning 
a whopping 320 out of 449 units - for 71.3% winners - even 
though our regular won/lost record was “only” 63.4% 


One monster key was my Galme Of the MOntN series. 
Far and away the best games anywhere, they started with 
a bang and never let up! Imagine the confidence of 
betting games that win 10 out of 11! 


$3 Texas Tech/SMU (Under 60) 49/9 
$9 ‘Seahawks/Bucs (Under 41) 20/6 
$22 Georgia (+3¥2) Alabama 26-23 

Michigan (+2¥%) Penn St 14-9 
$29 Clemson (-3) Ga Tech 3413 
$30 Lions (+3) Bears 37-27 
020 USC (-17%2) Notre Dame 38-0 
N4 Texans (+3) Raiders 24-17 
N10 NC St (-3%) NCarolina 31-27 
N24 Va Tech (-3%) Virginia 33-21 

So Car(+3%) Clemson 21-23 


. 4, 
Still at the same address after 23 years ® Write to: Jim Hurl ley Ss 


$2,330 


Jim Hurley’s SUPER Network 
Jim busting out of phone-booth — 
WIN PERCENTAGE 71.3% 
PROFIT $17,755 


You know what this is leading up to? The idea of Jim Hurley’s 
SUPERNETWORK. Right. We’re going to repeat what we did last 
year — only this time YOU'RE invited. And 
I'm talking about my best games, all my best and nothing but my best— 
my Game of the Month, my Golden Games, my Totals Games of the Month 
and all the superplays that got us all the money last year — only instead of 
Quaranteeing you 70% on the games, 
Try me for 60 days — at a cost of only $125 — (figure 5,6,7 games a 
week) and if by October 1, you have not won 70% of your betting units, 


If | do hit 70%, you agree to come in for the rest of the college & NFL season 
for the introductory fee of only $300 — a fraction of what you already won! 

Or, if you're already sold and want to save some money, order the en- 
tire 70% program now for the Charter rate of $300 — and save $125! 

Season Subscription (22 issues) to my Network Bulletin: Mailed every 
Sunday evening: Exclusive updated power ratings, picks on all 
college/NFL games, Best Bets/Upset Specials. Midweek update by email. 


WHAT YOU'RE ORDERING RIGHT NOW IS 
ALL YOU NEED TO ENJOY THE SEASON OF YOUR LIFE! 
Sign up now and get my world-class NFL pre-season games that 
went 20-3-1 last year! (list on request), starting with the Hall of Fame 
Game, August 3rd (Colts vs Redskins). 


CALL 


Or me direct at: 516-749-8094 ©) =)053 
Or sign up on line at WWW. Jim Com 


© © 366 N Broadway Suite 410 Jericho NY 11753-2000 


ARGHTE GRIFFIN FINS COME B 


i ’” By Wistiasl DiRocco 


‘onTs.com 2008 


he question is always: there: for 
| Tim Tebow, and it is all Archie’ 
.Griffin's fault. 

Ever since the Ohio State running 
back became the only person to win two 
Heisman trophies in 1974 and 1975, the 
other four returning Heisman winners 
have faced the same query: 

Can you win it again? 

Each time, the answer has turned out 
to be no. Oklahoma's Billy Sims and 
Jason White, BYU’s Ty Detmer and USC's 
Matt Leinart couldn't repeat Griffin's 
double play. Now it’s Tebow’s turn to 
try. 

He's certainly not shying 
away from it. 

“T like it,” he said. “I like 
the challenge — always 
something new.” 

It will be hard, though, 
because he is battling some- 
thing this season that he 
didn’t in 2007: Such wildly 
grandiose expectations. 

Before Tebow’s first game as 
a starter, critics questioned his 
ability as a passer and (as a 
quarterback who actually likes 
contact) his durability. Four 
months later, he was the first 
player in major college history 
to rush and pass for at least 20 
touchdowns in a season. 

He threw 32 touchdown 
passes and rushed for 23 
scores — the 55 total TDs are 
the SEC single-season record. 

He threw only six intercep- 
tions, and three were the 
fault of receivers. His passer 
rating of 172.5 was the sec- 
ond best in the nation, and he 
completed 66.9 percent of his passes. 

It was the 23 rushing touchdowns 
that might have pushed Tebow over the 
top among Heisman voters, and to win 
it again, he might have to equal or top 
that — which could very well be 
impossible. Coach Urban Meyer says he 
doesn’t plan to have the 6-3, 235-pound- 
er average 16 carries a game as he did 
last season. 

“Our plan, first of all, is to win the 
game,” Meyer said. “You've got to win the 
game by whatever means necessary. 


However, we have to have intelligence 
about us and not put our players at risk.” 

There's also the Percy Harvin factor. 
The junior running back/receiver 
accounted for 1,622 yards rushing and 
receiving last season despite missing 
two games because of migraines. He has 
a legitimate chance to amass 1,000 
yards rushing and receiving in the same 
season. 

Florida doesn’t conduct Heisman cam- 
paigns for its players, but Meyer already 
started one for Harvin in the moments 
after Tebow first touched his trophy in 
New York City. He sent Harvin a text 
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message that read, “You're next.” 

Heck, even Tebow is stumping for his 
teammate. He hadn't even left New York 
when he said he’d vote for Harvin in 
2008 much the way Southern 
California's Matt Leinart touted his back- 
field teammate Reggie Bush en route to 
their back-to-back Heisman successes. 

“Percy is unbelievable,” Tebow said. 
“There really aren't many guys playing 
college football or in the NFL who can 
make the cuts he can. There would be a 
lot of torn ACLs.” 


Teammates stealing votes from one 


+ another is not rare. It’s what happened 


to White in 2004 and Leinart in 2005. 

White won the Heisman in 2003 after 
throwing for 3,846 yards and 40 touch- 
downs, but he wasn’t the best player on 
his team in 2004. That was running back 
Adrian Peterson, who had one of the 
greatest freshmen seasons in NCAA his- 
tory - 1,925 yards and 15 TDs. 

Peterson finished second to Leinart, 
who threw for 3,322 yards and 33 touch- 
downs. White (3,205 yards and 35 touch- 
downs) finished third. 

In 2005, USC's Bush won the award 

after totaling 2,890 all-purpose 

yards and 19 touchdowns. 

Leinart finished third behind 

Texas’ Vince Young. 

Teammates didn’t prevent 
Sims and Detmer from becom- 
ing repeat winners. They were 
beaten by better players. 

Sims followed his 1978 
Heisman with 1,506 yards 
rushing in the regular season, 
but lost out to USC's Charles 
White, who led the nation 
with 2,050 yards. 

Detmer threw for 5,188 
yards and 41 touchdowns in 
1990, but the Cougars strug- 
gled in 1991 and his yardage 
total dipped by more than 
1,000. Michigan’s Desmond 
Howard, who caught 61 passes 
for 950 yards and 19 touch- 
downs, won the award. Detmer 
finished third. 

What's more,-Tebow will 
have to deal with the same 
thing Sims, Detmer, White, 

and Leinart did: Sitting in the 
crosshairs of defensive players. There's 
always someone anxious to get some 
extra licks against Mr. Heisman. 

He'll also be under the proverbial 
Microscope even more. There's no such 


* thing as a small mistake for a Heisman 


Trophy winner. 
“Tf anything, that will just motivate me 
to work that much harder,” Tebow said. 
“Any time you have success or you 
have a platform, there's always going to 
be people trying to knock you off. That's 
society. That's the way people are. There 
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are pros and cons with everything and 
that's one of the cons with it.” 

Another con is the immense publicity 
and exposure. Between interviews, speak- 
ing engagements, banquets and auto- 
graph requests, it can get overwhelming, 
said 2000 winner Chris Weinke. 

“Life's never going to be the same,” 
Weinke said. 

“I was talking to former winners 
(immediately after winning the award) 
and they said once you win it, anywhere 
you go, anytime you speak to a group of 
people, or any time you're out in public 
or anywhere, it’s not just you anymore. 

“Along with your name is, ‘This is 
Chris Weinke 2000 Heisman Trophy win- 
ner! That's how people look at you.” 

It's not like Tebow wasn't already the 
subject of enough attention. He arrived 
in Gainesville in January 2007 from Ponte 
Vedra Beach Nease High as the most- 
hyped recruit in the state's history. 

He committed to Florida in a live press 
conference on ESPN in December 2005, 
and later that night the sports network 
televised a one-hour documentary about 
Tebow’s life, high school career, and his 
agonizing decision of choosing between 
Alabama and Florida. 

The title of the documentary: The 
Chosen One. 

He was a folk hero from the moment 
he got on campus. College kids wanted 
autographs and pictures, older fans 
wanted to chat football for a few 
moments, and teenaged girls giggled 
when he walked by. 

He couldn't go anywhere without being 
asked for an autograph or a picture. He's 
been asked to sign fruit (the watermelon 


2007 HEISMAN VOTING 


TOTAL 
PLAYER SCHOOL ist 2ND SRD POINTS 
LTIM TEBOW, QB FLORIDA 4AG2 229 113 1,957 
2. DARREN MCFADDEN, RB_ ARKANSAS 291 355 120. 1,703 
3. COLT BRENNAN. OB HAWAII 54 il4 242 632 
4. CHASE DANIEL. OB MISSOURI 2s 84 182 425 
5. DENNIS DIXON. QB OREGON 7 3 65 178 
6, PATRICK WHITE, QB WEST VIRGINIA 16 28 46 130 
7_MATT RYAN, QB BOSTON COLLEGE 9 7 22 63 
8. KEVIN SMITH, RB CENTRAL FLORIDA _3 il 24 55. 
9, GLENN Dorsey, DT LOUISIANA STATE 3 6 bi 30 
10. CHRIS LONG. DE VIRGINIA 1 2 10 WW 


was the easiest), milk cartons, cereal 
boxes (Wheaties, of course) and body 
parts — a nose, a forehead, necks. 

One spring afternoon, during a visit to 
a Gainesville elementary school, awoman 
approached and asked Tebow to sign her 
infant daughter's head. So he did. With 
a Sharpie. 

“I was laughing so hard,” Tebow 
said. “This lady was like, ‘Will you sign 
my baby?’ I was like, ‘Sure ma‘am/ I 
signed her forehead. The lady was so 
ecstatic, too.” 

There was also his now-legendary per- 
formance of Kenny Chesney's “She Thinks 
My Tractor's Sexy” with Chesney, who 
was playing a small Gainesville club. 

The two have become good friends, 
close enough that Tebow recently 
recalled a conversation in which he 
blasted his buddy for scheduling a con- 
cert in nearby Jacksonville for 8 p.m. 
Aug. 30 — the day the Gators open the 
2008 season against Hawaii. 

Plus, there are the “Tim Tebow facts.” 

Superman wears Tim Tebow pajamas. 

Tim Tebow counted to infinity — 
twice, 

Tim Tebow can divide by zero. 

Sure, it’s a ripoff of the quirky Chuck 
Norris facts — Chuck Norris can believe 
it's not butter! — but substitute Tebow’s 
name for Norris, throw the saying on an 
orange and blue T-shirt, and, well, you 
sell a lot of T-shirts. 

And, uh ... that was before he won the 
Heisman. 

Now it’s gone nuclear. 

Within days of winning the Heisman, 
he had already received congratulatory 
letters or phone calls from President 


Bush, Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, Chesney 
— and Norris. 

Speaking requests, which already were 
nearly unmanageable before, nearly tri- 
pled. Church groups, youth groups, 
schools, prisons, Boy Scouts, football 
teams — some from as far away as Texas 
— all wanted Tebow to visit. 

And not to talk about football. More 
so, to talk about his Christian faith and 
the missionary work he and his family 
do in the Philippines. 

The Bob Tebow Evangelistic Association 
— named after Tim's father — runs an 
orphanage in the Philippines. Tebow has 
spent time there every year since he 
was 15. 

As plentiful as the speaking requests 
were, they were dwarfed by the auto- 
graph requests. Florida received so many 
that the school asked fans not to 
approach Tebow, instructing them to 
instead pick up a free autographed 
poster from the school. 

“The number of (autograph) requests 
have probably increased 100-fold,” said 
Jamie McCloskey, UF's associate athletic 
director for compliance. “That's not fair 
to him. I think we have a duty, a respon- 
sibility, an obligation, to protect him.” 

In the days following his return to 
Gainesville after winning the award, the 
crowd waiting outside the practice field 
during Capital One Bowl practices was so 
thick that the school ferried Tebow to 
and from the practice field on a golf 
cart. Otherwise he would have been 
signing for more than an hour. 

Gladly, though. 

“I remember when I was young and I 
wanted an autograph with (former UF 
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The talented orthopaedic surgeons 
at The Hughston Clinic 
can keep you playing. 


Since 1949, the Hughston Clinic has been ensuring 
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of quality treatment for musculoskeletal injury 

and disease. Founded by Dr Jack Hughston 
in Columbus, Georgia, the Hughston Clinic 
has become a leader internationally in sports 
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quarterback) Danny (Wuerffel) or have a 
picture taken with him, and he was 
more than happy to take it with me,” 
Tebow said. “I remember how that makes 
you feel as a kid. You want to give that 
same feeling to kids now. 

“After a while it can start wearing on 
you, but you have to go and say, Tm 
making a lot of people happy by doing 
this, and that should give me joy: And it 
does give me joy. I think that’s how you 
go about handling it.” 

Tebow also uses his immense popular- 
ity to help raise awareness of those in 
need. That's why he teamed with UF's 
student government to organize a char- 
ity powder puff tournament for the 
school’s sororities to raise money for 
charities locally and across the world. 

Tebow convinced 14 of UF's 18 sorori- 
ties to participate and got 15 teammates 
to agree to act as coaches for the soror- 
ity teams’ (twins Mike and Maurkice 
Pouncey were a set). The tournament, 
played the day after UF's spring game, 
raised nearly $10,000, and Tebow hopes 
it will become an annual event. 

The idea was sparked when Tebow met 
1982 Heisman winner Herschel Walker at 
the formal dinner two days after the 
Heisman ceremony. 

“He was saying how a lot of people have 
great intentions and great wishes, but 
(they don’t) actually get up and do some- 
thing,” Tebow said. “A lot of people have 
great intentions for things, but to actually 


get up and work for it — that was some- 
thing that was very motivating and cool.” 

By now this thought is certainly out 
there: This kid is too good to be true. 

Craig Howard, Tebow’s coach at Nease 
High School, said people say that to him 
a lot. His answer is always the same: 
That's just Timmy. 

“He is that guy,” Howard said. “They 
always look for a flaw. I guess people 
don’t want to have a real American hero. 
Tim Tebow is the real American hero and 
he's the real deal. 

“Winning the Heisman is a life-chang- 
ing experience and it does change 
Timmy's life, but it won't change Timmy. 
He will be the same kid that will be in 
church on Sunday morning, and on 
Sunday afternoon he'll be working on 
some flaw in his ability to improve.” 

Wait until this December, Howard 
said, and youl be even more impressed. 
Then people will be talking three-peat. 

“He has a chance to be the first guy in 
history to win three Heismans,” Howard 
said. “He's always doing these kinds of 
things. He did it in high school. He 
broke every record in the history of high 
school football in Florida. 

“When he went to Florida they said, 
‘Well, he can’t do it at Florida’ Now he's 
done that. Now that he’s made this 
threshold, he has a chance to do it bet- 
ter than it’s ever been done before. 

“And I'm one guy who believes 
he will.” = 


TEBOW'S 2007 STATS 


PASSING 

13 234 350 66.9 3,286 
RUNNING 

13 210 895 43 23 
HIGHLIGHTS 


32 6 252.8 172.46 


68.8 


First player in NCAA history with at least 20 passing and 20 rushing touchdowns 


‘in one season. 


© Set SEC record for total touchdowns in a season (55) 
© Has 14-game streak with at least one passing and one rushing TD, the longest 


in NCAA history. 


© Set NCAA record for rushing touchdowns by a quarterback (23), 


* Set school single-game record with five rushing touchdowns vs. South Carolina. 
Had seven total touchdowns against the Gamecocks. 
© Led SEC in total offense (321.6 yards per game). 


ONE WON 
TWICE 


ARCHIE GRIFFIN IS (AND 
MAYBE ALWAYS WILL BE) THE 
ONE AND ONLY TWO-TIME 
HEISMAN TROPHY WINNER 


Tagged with the distinction of being 
the only two-time winner of the Heisman. 
Trophy, Archie Griffin is comfortable 
with the notion of some day sharing 
that honor with someone else. 

“I expect that somewhere along the 
line, somebody is going to win it twice,” 
Griffin told Lindy’s writer Bruce Hooley a 
while back. 

“Having that title, Two-time Heisman 
Trophy winner, is special to me. It’s very, 
very special to me. But I don’t worry 
about having to share it with someone. 
I can always say, ‘I was the first. “ 

Now there seems to be a serious conten- 
der to that distinction — perhaps the 
most serious dual candidate since Griffin 
became the one and only in 1975. 

“Being a Heisman winner means a whole 
heck of a lot to me,’ said Griffin, now the 
president of Ohio State’s alumni associa- 
tion. “I know I wouldn’t have been able to 
go to some of the places I've gone or speak 
to some of the people I've spoken to 
without being a Heisman Trophy winner. 

“That award opens doors for you, but 
more importantly, it identifies you with 
a group of people who took their talent 
and developed it through hard work.’ 

Griffin acknowledged that he thought 
he could win it as a junior because he 
had finished fifth as a sophomore and 
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was the orily member of the top five who 
would be re was coming off a 
season in 
sus first-team All-An 
for a Big Ten-record 1,577 2 
d up an open-and-shut case 
iffin broke his own conference 
vith 1,695 yards and broke Steve 
Owens’ then-NCAA record of 17 straight 
100-yard games. 

Those exploits made Griffin an easy 
winner by more than 1,100 votes over 
USC's Anthony Davis. 

“I think I appreciated the award more the 
second time, simply because I felt I had to 
work so much harder for it,’ Griffin said. 
“The opposing defensive players especially 
loved to hit a Heisman winner. I can’t tell 
you how many comments I received in the 
trenches during my senior year.’ 

None of those remarks stuck with 
Griffin like a favorite saying of his 
legendary coach, Woody Hayes. 

“Coach Hayes always said, ‘You're either 
getting better or you're getting worse. You 
never stay at the same level)” Griffin said. 

“Well, that meant I'd have to work that 
much harder in 1975, because if I won 
the Heisman as a junior and didn’t win 
it as a senior, that would mean I wasn't 
getting any better.’ 

Griffin's rushing total declined to 1,383 
yards his final season and his tou- 
chdowns dropped from 12 to four, but 
that came largely because the Buckeyes 
blew through their regular-season sche- 
dule unbeaten and seldom played their 
star tailback in the fourth quarter. 

“T didn’t think that would hurt me as 
much as I just didn’t believe they would 
give the Heisman to the same person 
twice,’ Griffin said. 

But then, nobody before or since has 
topped 100 yards rushing 31 games in a 
Tow, as he did. 

The message he carries and speaks 
about often — about the value of hard 
work and team play and blending sports 
with integrity — is something that 
makes him perhaps the most revered 
member of the “Heisman family.” 

Still, hell always be defined as, if not 
the only two-time Heisman Trophy win- 
ner, then certainly, the first to pull off 
that double. 

“Tt seems to be part of my name now,” 
Griffin said. “Whenever I'm mentioned, 
it's always, ‘Two-time Heisman Trophy 
winner’ It's become a part of my life. It's 
something I never thought would hap- 
pen to me, so I consider it a bonus. I 
cherish it very much’ = 
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GOING FOR TWO 


Florida QB Tim Tebow is the fifth Heisman winner since Archie Griffin to return | 
to school for a chance at a repeat. The other players to go for a two-fer all finished 
in the top three of the voting the next season, but never won. 

By winning the Heisman, they set the bar high. A year later, Billy Sims, Ty 
Detmer and Jason White couldn't quite accumulate the same numbers as when 
they took home the trophy. Matt Leinart’s senior-season stats were basically a 
wash with his Heisman-winning totals — some better, some worse. 

Before Griffin, there were four juniors to win the award — Doc Blanchard (1945), 
Doak Walker (1948), Vic Janowicz (1950) and Roger Staubach (1963). 

None finished as high as second on the heels of their victory. | 

Blanchard fell to fourth in 1946 when his Army teammate, Glenn Davis, won 
the honor. Walker wound up third in 1949, Neither Janowicz nor Staubach made 
the top 10 in their senior seasons. 

Here's a breakdown of how the four two-time candidates have done | 
since Griffin: | 


1978: Billy Sims, RB, Oklahoma 

When he won: Averaged national-best 

160.1 yards per game and 7.6 per carry. 
Repeat attempt: Finished a distant second to 
USC running back Charles White, 

Stat stuff: Dropped from 1,896 rushing 

yards in Heisman year to 1,670, including 
bowl stats, 


— 


¥ 


1990: Ty Detmer, QB, BYU 
When he won: Record-setting year included 
5,188 passing yards and 41 TDs in regular season, 
Repeat attempt: Finished third as Michigan's 
Desmond Howard stiff-armed the competition. 
| Stat stuff: BYU lost its first three games 

in 1991, and Detmer “slumped” to 4,031 
passing yards. 


2003: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 

When he won: Led team to perfect reqular 
season; had 3,846 passing yards and 
school-record 40 TDs. 

Repeat attempt: Was second in his backfield, 
trailing winner Matt Leinart and teammate 


6 s. “\ Adrian Peterson. 
$8 C Stat stuff: Peterson siphoned some numbers 
ts <S'\ -@ from White, who passed for 3,205 yards, 35 
» ‘TDs, as senior. 


2004: Matt Leinart, OB, USC 

When he won: Completed 65,3 percent of 

his passes for 3,322 yards (33 TDs, 6 INTs) for 
13-0 team. 

Repeat attempt: Teammate Reggie Bush won, 
well ahead of Texas OB Vince Young. Leinart 
was third, 

Stat stuff: It’s not that Leinart was worse as a 
senior (3,815 yards, 28 TDs), it's that Bush was 
way better, 
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nowshon Moreno’s story starts 
at a place where YouTube 
can’t see and not even Rivals. 
com can evaluate. 

Te starts with good old-fashioned hy- 
perbole. Or maybe not. No one is really 
sure what happened that day at Bayshore 
Middle School in New Jersey, just that it 
was amazing. 

There were, oh, maybe 25 to 30 kids 
in aP.E. class. Little Knowshon lined them 
up and told them to come get him. 

“Weaved through the whole class 
without getting touched,” his high school 
coach, Steve Antonucci, related. “I don’t 
think anybody came even close to him.” 

The tale came to Antonucci second 
hand, but it has been repeated enough 
times to become urban legend when the 
tailback’s exploits are mentioned. Fortu- 
nately, there are now cameras around each 
Saturday to document reasonable facsimi- 


les of what Moreno did in P.E. class. 

We're not saying Georgia’s redshire 
sophomore tailback is going to go un- 
touched this season. Let’s start modestly 
and select Moreno as Lindy’ preseason 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

Move over Tim Tebow. The 5-11, 
207-pound jolt of energy is the next big 
thing in the SEC, if not the country, for 
Lindy’s preseason No. 1 team. 

“They tell that story all the time,” 
Moreno said of his PE. exploits. “I re- 
member doing that.” 

After a redshirt season in 2006, Moreno 
became the first Georgia freshman running 
back since Herschel Walker to be named 
AILSEC. Only Walker (1,616) had more 
yards as a freshman at Georgia than More- 
no (1,334), Considering what Walker ac- 
complished, let's just say there is reason for 
the usually rabid Hairy Dawgs to practically 
jump out of their skin this season. 


Know This: 
Moreno 
Already a 
Legend 


By Dennis Dodd 


“[e’s a long season,” Moreno warned. 
“You never know, you could get injured in 
the first game.” 

Moreno isn’t a buzzkill, just a man of 
few words and many yards. 

Georgia's second-half push to a Sug- 
ar Bowl berth in 2007 coincided with 
Moreno’s first career start. The Bulldogs 
were 4-2 after getting blasted by Tennes- 
see. Boom: Moreno goes for 157 yards on 
28 carries against Vanderbilt, and Georgia 
was off and running on its seven-game 
winning streak. 

Moreno had a string of five consecu- 
tive 100-yard games that spurred the Ath- 
irt industry to ask: Do you Know- 


Before you Knowshon you have to 
know how he got to Georgia. From New 
Jersey of all places. 

When Moreno was completing his ca- 
reer as that state’s No. 1 career rusher (now 
No. 2) at Middletown South High School, 
Mark Richt already had landed defensive 
tackle Kade Weston from Red Bank, NJ. 

Moreno took a couple of 15-hour train 
rides to and from Athens. He was hooked. 

“There’s a train that runs from here 
to New Jersey?” quarterback Matthew 
Stafford asked. 

Apparently. 

“T really believe that when Knowshon 
came to a camp here, he thought it was 
a Nike camp where coaches from all the 
schools were coming to watch,” Richt said. 
“T think maybe he was a little bit bummed.” 

If he was, Moreno didn’t show it. 
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During that camp, coaches decided to pair 
Moreno with Norcross, Ga., prospect Ca- 
leb King. 

“Sweltering heat, sand, rubber in your 
face,” Richt said. “We were grinding them. 
hen we started doing competitive stuff. 
They were our top two war daddies. We 
didn’t know who Knowshon was. We 
didn’t know what was inside of him.” 

‘What was inside him was truly a hy- 
brid back. Moreno can lower his shoulder 
running between the tackles. He can drop 
jaws with his spin moves in the open field. 

“The amazing thing to me about 
Knowshon is he already knows what is hap- 
pening before it happens,” Antonucci said. 
“He makes decisions in milliseconds.” 


Tim Tebow ‘Knowshon Moreno 


Name 
Tim Tebow 


FIRST TEAM 


When the complaining died down in 
December over missing out on a) a nation- 
al championship berth and b) a Rose Bowl 
shot at USC, Georgia started to realize it 
had something special: Another title shot 
in ‘08 and another great tailback from a 
school that has produced a few. 

Georgia's history of stockpiling tail- 
backs and then sharing carries gives More- 
no’s 2007 accomplishment more weight. 
He is only the 12th Bulldog ever to rush 
for 1,000 yards. 

Moreno is as close to a hoss as the pro- 
gram has had in a while. 

“The thing that separates him a little 
bic is his incredible energy,” coaching leg- 
end Vince Dooley said of Moreno. “As 


Chris Wells Michael Crabtree 


School 
Florida 


Name 


Chase Daniel 


soon as he gets hit, he rolls on the ground, 
he's jumping up. He’s back in the hud- 
dle.” 

High school players in Georgia now im- 
itate Moreno’s signature move — popping 
up as if poked by a cattle prod after a tackle. 
Half of it shows the opponent that he isn’t 
fazed by a hit. The other half is Moreno be- 
ing continually wired to a car battery. 

“He wants to be great,” said Rodney 
Garner, Georgia’s superstar recruiting co- 
ordinator who landed Moreno. “I don’t 
think he wants to be good. He’s going 100 
mph. He’s hyper. It’s not an act of show- 
boating,” 

It’s Knowshon. Who you will know 
soon, if you don’t already. 


Jeremy Maclin Travis Beckum 


SECOND TEAM 


School 
Missouri 


RB__ Knowshon Moreno 5-11 207 So. Georgia RB LeSean McCoy 5-11 200 So. Pittsburgh 
RB Chris Wells 6-1 235 Jr. Ohio State RB__ James Davis 5-11 210 Sr. Clemson 
WR _ Michael Crabtree 6-3 208 So. Texas Tech WR _ Percy Harvin 5-11178 Jr. Florida 
WR ___Jeremy Maclin 6-1 200 So. Missouri WR__Kenny McKinley 6-0 182 Sr. South Carolina 
TE Travis Beckum 6-4 223 Sr. Wisconsin TE __ Darius Hill 6-6 236 Sr. Ball State 
C Jonathan Luigs _6-4_313 Sr. Arkansas C_ Alex Mack 6-5 316 Sr. Cal 
OL Michael Oher 6-5 318 Sr. Ole Miss OL _ Alex Boone 6-8 313 Sr. Ohio State 
OL Duke Robinson __6-5 346 Sr. Oklahoma OL _Tyronne Green __6-2 307 Sr. Auburn 
OL Andre Smith Jr. Alabama OL Anthony Parker 6-3 300 Sr. Tennessee 


Ryan Stanchek 


West Virginia Ciron Black 


LSU _ 


Thomas Weber 


Michael Oher 


Jonathan Luigs 


Arizona State 


Duke Robinson ‘Andre Smith 


Wake Forest 


Ryan Stanchek Thomas Weber 
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e will spend the 2008 season 
J where almost no one expected, 
B which is not unusual consid- 

ering the career path of Ohio 
State senior James Laurinaitis, 

Lightly recruited, Laurinaitis remem- 
bers when he was coming out of Wayzata 
High School in Hamel, Minn., and his 
college options tilted more toward off- 
Broadway locales than college football’s 
biggest stages. 

“North Dakota State offered ... South 
Dakota State offered,” Laurinaitis said. “I 
could’ve been a North Dakota State Bison 
running around in green and yellow.” 

Or, he could have landed elsewhere in 
the Big Ten, at Minnesota, the only Di- 
vision I-A school to recruit him despite 
a senior season in which Laurinaitis’ 198 
tackles included 28 for negative yardage. 


Laurinai 


Those T 


Ohio. State eventually 
swooped in and lured him 
away, but before Laurinaitis 
proved himself the latest in a 
distinguished lineage of out- 
standing linebackers, he was 
a mete curiosity as the son of 
a professional wrestler. 

Joe “Animal” Laurinaitis 
helped form one of the most 
popular tag-team combina- 
tions of the 1980s and ‘90s, 
“The Road Warriors.” 

James, though unherald- 
ed upon entering OSU, now 
has a trophy collection to 
compete with his dad’s, and 
aresume like those of former 
Ohio State linebacker greats 
like Randy Gradishar, Tom Cousineau, 
Chris Spielman, Pepper Johnson, Andy 
Katzenmoyer and A.J. Hawk. 

‘There's the Nagurski Award that Lau- 
rinaitis won as the nation’s most outstand- 
ing defensive player in 2006, and the But- 
kus Award he claimed as college football’s 
best linebacker in 2007. 

There have been assorted All-Ameri- 
can and All-Big Ten mentions also, and a 
first-round draft status was in the forecast, 
too, until Laurinaitis’ stunning decision in 
January to postpone that trip to the NEL. 

Instead, he will be back in the middle 
of the Buckeyes’ defense this fall, adding 
to a lengthy list of individual accomplish- 
ments and taking aim at the national 
championship that has eluded him and 
OSU the past two seasons. 

Let his 2008 honors start with Lauri- 
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By Bruce Hooley 


naitis’ designation as Lindy’ national De- 
fensive Player of the Year, which comes 
his way largely for the instincts that have 
served him as well on the field as they 
have off. 

“I reached high, because that’s how 
I am,” Laurinaitis said of the logic that 
got him to Columbus. “I still have the 
mind-set of a three-star recruit coming 
out of Minnesota that nobody knew 
how to spell his last name. That’s the 
way I think.” 

The cerebral side of Laurinaitis’ per- 
formance is what separates him from most 
players at his position. Not only is he a 
dedicated film-watcher, he also is blessed 
with a built-in radar for the precise spot to 
patrol at the most opportune moment. 

Consider a play from early in Lauri- 
naitis’ sophomore season, when he sniffed 
a Texas pass over the middle that he in- 
tercepted and returned inside the 10-yard 
line to break open OSU's getaway to a 
comfortable victory at No. 2 Texas. 

Flash forward to last season, when a 
young Ohio State team was in danger at 
Washington. Laurinaitis blitzed, then in- 
explicably pulled back, sensing a shovel 
pass, as he bore down on quarterback Jake 
Locker. When it came, he tipped the pass 
and intercepted it to blunt an advance to 
OSU's 5-yard line. 

Later in the same game with the Buck- 
eyes in front 17-7, Laurinaitis kept Wash- 
ington from getting back into contention. 
He faked a blitz, enticing Locker to throw 
quickly, then emerged to intercept again at 
the OSU 22. 

“He has those things you don’t teach,” 
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said Ohio State linebackers coach Luke 
Fickell. “When things happen, when plays 
are being made, when the game is on the 
line, ic is uncanny who ends up showing 
up. 

“The thing (the public doesn’t) see is 
the day-in day-out of the weight room and 
film work and those kinds of things that 
people don’t realize. They think those guys 
who have it, just naturally have it. But they 
work at it.” 


Laurinaitis’ consistency is as admirable 
as his knack for the big play. 

He has led OSU in tackles each of the 
past two years, with 115 as a sophomore 
and 121 last season. He has nine career in- 
terceptions and nine career sacks. 


i 
Tyson Jackson ‘Sen'Derrick Marks 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


“James is a guy who, no matter how 
good he gets or how much recognition he 
gets, every day in practice he’s the guy run- 
ning past everybody,” said Marcus Free- 
man, also entering his third year as a start- 
ing linebacker. 

“He's the guy who finds that energy 
and makes sure he keeps getting better and 
better.” 

Laurinaitis wants to make sure that 
continues, because improvement and en- 
joyment are the reasons he returned for his 
senior season, along with Freeman, tackle 
Alex Boone and cornerback Malcolm Jen- 
kins — all of whom could have been high 
draft picks as junior-cligibles. 


George Selvie Vance Walker 


“You can’t come back just on the fact 
that, ‘Hey, we're going to win the national 
championship,” Laurinaitis said. “Hav- 
ing been there twice in a row, I know how 
hard itis to get to that game. It’s extremely 
hard. 

“Obviously, it’s every team’s goal to 
get to that game, but if that’s the only rea- 
son you're coming back, then that’s wrong. 
The reason we came back is because we 
want to enjoy each other. We want to en- 
joy the friendships that we have. 

“We have a chance to be special, but 
this team is so close that it’s more about 
the friendships and the commitment to 
each other than it is about champion- 
ships and rings.” 


James Laurinaitis Rey Maualuga 
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Name 
Tyson Jackson 


School 
LSU. 


SECOND TEAM 


Pos Name 
Maurice Evans 


School 
Penn State 


Sen’Derrick Marks 


Auburn 


George Hypolite 


Colorado 


George Selvie 


South Florida 


Greg Middleton 


Indiana 


Vance Walker 


Georgia Tech 


Fili Moala 


USC 


James Laurinaitis 


Ohio State 


Brian Cushing 


USC 


Rey Maualuga 


USC 


Aaron Curry 


Wake Forest 


Scott McKillop 


Pittsburgh 


Brandon Spikes 


Florida 


Malcolm Jenkins 


Ohio State 


Eric Berry 


Tennessee 


Victor Harris 


Virginia Tech 


Vontae Davis 


Illinois 


William Moore 


Missouri 


Nic Harris 


Oklahoma 


Alphonso Smith 


Wake Forest 


Taylor Mays 


USC 


Kevin Huber 


Malcolm Jenkins 


‘Scott McKillop 


Cincinnati 


Victor Harris 


Louie Sakoda 


William Moore Alphonso Smith 


Utah 


Kevin Huber 
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honorary first pitch of the season for the St, Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium. 
OP QUAR RBA 

A A 0 
Tim Tebow Jr Florida 
Goes for back-to-back wins on soft sears soa Idol, 

| Chase Daniel 

aster of spread ofense was Bl 18 Offensive! aerate Year. 

Pat White sr. West Virginia 
Still the best at being a threat and Tein te Fa0k zn the ground. 

| Graham Harrell 

| Ceasar Me Lect’ best ote whieh real i something. 
Sam Bradford So. Oklahom 
Ted nation in passing efficiency as a eshman; Gent se that coming. 
Cullen Harps Clemson 


32 


Chasin 
to Get 


or the first time ever, 
pass this year came 


PLAYER RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


Missouri 


immage was 


nationally televised, but chances are, Chase Daniel's most-watched 


few weeks earlier. 
On a pitching mound, no less. 
Back in April, Daniel and All-American wide receiver Jeremy Maclin 


Daniel Isn't Going 
asier for MU Foes 


last-minute substitutes for Missouri coach Gary Pinkel to throw out the 


Set 21 shoo fooords in 2007, wa it season as the starter, 


Todd Ressing Kansas 
Makes all the right decisions in ws linge offense: 33 TDs, seven INTs. 


Matthew Statford Georgia 
Will make aaher big jump inti for preseason No, 1 Dawgs, 


Zac Robinson Oklahoma State 
Pushed Bobby Reid to the bench i then led one of nation’s top attacks, 
| Curtis Painter “Purdue 
| _ Incorporating the no-huddle wan Hushuntbars eran no gay 
Matt Grothe South Florida 
'No quit in this ki ran for 872 vi passed te 2870 last season, 
| Colt McCoy 
| Kind of forgettn in Big 12 ser ie INTE st Season (1) 
Rudy Carpenter Arizona State 


A get-er-done quarterback with te most sonia in the Pac-10. 


| Todd Boeckman 
Not flashy (unlike a certain Terrelle Fry), but oe ee fei job done. 


Jake Locker So. Washington 

‘Great Hope of the Huskies is sia Tebow-style runner... tough as nails. 

Dan LeFevour Central Michigan 
_Baseed for 682 yards: ran for 1.482; accounted or a? outenns. 

Riley Skinner Jr. Wake Forest 

Has completed 69.5 percent of his passes in two-year career, 

Nate Davis Jr. Ball State 

‘Productive, and one of the top QB prospects in 2010 draft class, 

Max Hall Jr BYU 


Arizona State transfer picked Se 2 where John Beck left off. 


John Parker Wilson Alabama 
Spa ean se elie pasahg feces Mients aL Oe 


Chase Clement ‘Sr. Rice 
Ended 2007 with seven straight a with at least 280 yards passing. 
“Hunter Cantwell Louisville 
IAL Gs aftee ovo i evens i's baen civ panic nan obi 
Rusty Smith Jr. Florida Atlantic 
‘Sun Belt's best had five TD passes in bowl victory over Memphis. 
| Juice wittiams Minos 
“Siva ways tog as a passer, but take i 19 BS, 
Chase Holbrook New Mexico State 


Sr. 
NFL possibilty, but stock plummeted in 2007 with too many INTs. 


_ Not rated due to spring suspension: Kellen Lewis Indiana; Justin Wills, SMU;Ryan Perriloux, LSU 


With almost 50,000 
watching in the stands, 
Daniel took a football, 
not a baseball, to the 
mound, He wound up 
and delivered a sinker to Maclin, More like a stinker. 
‘The former high school pitcher one-hopped the football to his favor- 
ite receiver, who didn’t exactly help the cause by letting the ball bounce 
through his legs, 

Daniel and Maclin laughed about the ugly experiment, 
than 24 hours later were back to their friendly confines, hoo! 
30-yard touchdown pass on the MU practice fields. 

After leading Missouri to unprecedented heights in 2007, last year’s 
Big 12 Conference Offensive Player of the Year has actually found some 
things to work on for 2008 — and not his pitching delivery. 

“Footwork and accuracy,” said Daniel, the fourth-place finisher in 
last year’s Heisman Trophy voting. “Other than that, just communication 
with the offensive line and getting better at calling blitzes and calling out 
protections, stuff like that.” 

Daniel's goal was to complete 80 percent or more of his passes during 
every offseason practice and scrimmage. 

Not that accuracy has been a problem — he completed a c 
68.5 percent last year — but for a quarterback who's sometimes 
best freelancing outside of the pocket and finding receivers downfield, 
establishing proper footwork has been crucial, 

Consider, too, that he’s working with a new left tackle and center, 
no longer has All-American tight end Martin Rucker as a security blanket, 

Heading into the fourth year of its shotgun, no-huddle spread, Yost 

mates that Missouri has seen eight basic defensive approaches, L 
ve is to recognize coverages before the snap — a skill that might be 
strength — and attack each scheme, not simply to take what is 
fered by the defense. 

“He really works on developing his recognition of defenses and a 
tacking the defense,” quarterback coach Dayid Yost said. “For Chas 
about getting the ball vertical against defenses we see as opposed to ha 
to check down or taking what they give.” 

‘The rest is all about the intangibles. From the day Daniel won the 
backup job to Brad Smith asa true freshman in 2005, he has earned 
respect from his coaches and teammates with a fiery brand of leadership. 
e's been a quality leader since he got here,” Yost said. “As a 
quarterback, you're going to do that, You're responsible for taking charge 
of the offense and running the show, and he does that as well as anybody 
T’ye ever been around — making sure everyone's on the same page and 
controlling what we do offensively.” 

Last year's brilliant run through November — 15 touchdowns, 

1 interception in 4 crucial victories — earned Daniel an invitation to New 
York for the Heisman presentation and puts him squarely on the radar for 
the award this season. 

Those honors are past him now, Daniel said. He’s glad he experienced 
the Heisman hoopla as a junior so he can focus this year on taking his 
team to uncharted terrain — specifically, a BCS bowl game and a stab at 
the game’s ultimate prize. 

“There's nothing out there that we haven't really done except go to 
the national championship game,” he s 
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he tailback has always been bigger than life at Ohio State, and 
just in case that legacy is lost on heirs to the position, the atrium 
in the Buckeyes’ lavish practice facility drives home the point. 
Encased in glass are the six Heisman trophies won by Archie Griffin, 
Eddie George, Howard Cassady, Vic Janowicz and Les Horvath. 
Any lingering doubts about which position forms the foundation for 
the very essence of OSU football are erased by the twice-actual-size mu- 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


RK _ NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Knowshon Moreno So. Georgia 
Redshirt sophomore biggest thing at Georgia since Herschel Walker. 
Chris Wells Jr. Ohio State 
He did what he could; rushing for 146 yards in tile game loss to LSU. 
LeSean McCoy So, Pittsburgh 
~ |_4,926 yards as a eshman makes him best Pit since 
James Davis Sr. Clemson 
||_Two:time all ACC player should become school's career leader. 
| DeMarco Murray So, Oklahoma 
"| Bundle of talent with the burst to go the distance every time. 
fan Johnson Sr. 
Not as healthy as he would have liked 
7.| Arian Foster 
_Just 684 more rushing yards and he's No. 1 on Tennessee's career ist 
P.J. Hill 
|_ Physical runn 
Javon Ringer Michigan State 
Had 1,447 yards last season, his third year of leading the Spartans, 
).| Damion Fletcher Jr. Southern Miss 
| Two-year totals: 2,974 rushing yards and 26 touchd 
| Noel Devine So. West Virginia 
Lightning-quick back gets big tole with Steve Slaton off to NFL._ 
Harvey Unga So. BYU 
Bowling-ball back became first BYU freshman to rush for 1,000 yards, 
Marlon Lucky Sr, Nebraska 
Big 12's leading returning rusher (1,019 yards eads deep stable. 
Josh Adams So. Wake Forest 
Fushed for 953 yards and 11 TDs to be ACC Rookie of the Year. 
Stafon Johnson Jr. usc 
|_Ended spring with aity bitty edge on Trojans’ crowded 
Eugene Ja Jr. 


ny Dorsett, 


. Kent State 
|-Nation's leading retuming rusher after gaining 1,669 yards last season, __ 


Terry Grant So. Alabama 
|_Set school freshman records with 180 carries for 891 yard 


8.) Keegan Herring Arizona State 
Versatile veteran fits in 
J. | Anthony Dixon Mississippi State 
|. Bruising 240-pounder could be on the verge of stardom. 
| ges Cooper 
| Game-breaker will be in same backfield as Jav 
Clemson 
Still learning as a runner/blocker, but can be breathtaking. 
Mike Ford So. USF 
|_Promising big back who will ease the burden on QB Matt Grott 
Mike Goodson Jr. Texas A&M 
Will benefit from pro-style offense, as Jorvorskie Lane qoes to fullback. 
Keiland Williams Jr. LsU 
‘Speedy back should rank higher on talent, but will he get the carries? 


5. | Tyrell Fenroy Sr. UL-Lafayette 
_| Enters senior season with 3,627 career yards and 29 rushing TDs. 
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Buckeyes’ Wells Knows What 
He Wants, and How to Get It 


Photo by: Joe Robbins 


CHRIS WELLS 


ral of those five rushing 
legends looking down 
from 15 feet above. 

‘There was a time when either the pressure of that tradition or his 
own humility prevented Chris “Beanie” Wells from admitting he hun- 
gered to join his predecessors on that wall. 

‘That time is past. 

Entering his junior season, fresh off the best year ever by an OSU 
sophomore running back, Wells no longer hides behind “I-just-want-to- 
help-the-team” clichés or tight-lipped smiles. 

“When somebody talks about Ohio State and the great players, I 
want my name to be mentioned,” Wells said, “We have guys like Archie, 
Eddie George, Keith Byars, Antonio Pittman — those are all great guys, 
don’t get me wrong, But I want my name to be at the top.” 

Wells rushed for 1,609 yards and 15 touchdowns last season, help- 
ing Ohio State reach the BCS national championship game for a second 
straight season, 

The Buckeyes’ 38-24 loss to LSU was an embarrassment for everyone 
but Wells, whose 64-yard touchdown run on the game’s firse possession 
and eventual 146-yard performance left him blameless in the defeat. 

As impressive as his burst away from All-American safety Craig 
Steltz minutes after kickoff, Wells’ most eye-opening highlight was a 
brutal stiff-arm of cornerback Chevis Jackson on a 30-yard gain. 

‘That’s what 4.4 speed in a 6-1, 237-pound package can do, and 
Wells hopes to do more of it this season now that nagging ankle and 
wrist injuries have healed. 

“[ think I played at about 70 percent last ye 

He averaged 92 yards a game and scored s 
first seven games, after which OSU coach Jim Tressel coyly mentioned 
the need for Wells to become “a warrior.” 

In the six games after that, the warrior averaged 161 yards a game 
and scored nine touchdowns, including his 222 yards on 39 carries and 
both scores in the 14-3 win at Michigan. 

Now Wells has learned he can play with pain, although he hopes not 
to experience as much in 2008 after offseason surgery to repair his wrist. 

“That's something I'm really excited about, being healthy and just getting 
the chance to get out there with no problems and giving my all,” Wells said. 

“Beanie is the kind of guy who loves to pound it in there,” Tressel 
said, “He can really seize the tempo of a game. Beanie Wells is really a 
special player. I'd like to think he’s one of the best backs in the country.” 

If that’s not already been proven, it could be on Sept. 13 at USC. 
‘The defending Rose Bowl champion Trojans welcome Wells and the 
Buckeyes to the Los Angeles Coliseum and the prototypical stage that 
anoints Heisman frontrunners. 

“L'm not going to sit here and tell you I don’t think about winning 
the Heisman,” Wells said. “That’s something I've worked hard to ac- 
complish. 

“[ honestly (think about it) all the time, ... I thought about the Heis- 
man my 10th-grade year, Me and my father were sitting in the living room 
and [ told him I wanted to be the first freshman to win the Heisman. ‘That 
didn't happen, so, you know, I just want to get it, honestly.” 

Sept. 13 would be a good place to start. 


,” he said. 


— Bruce Hooley 


34 Linoy’s Sponrs ANNUALS 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.coM 2008 


RECEIVERS 


Red Raider Crabtree 
Ready to go Platinum 


some point in his future, when football becomes part of his 
past, the personable Michael Crabrree says he would like to own 
businesses that have something to do with the music industry. 
Thus far, his career at Texas Tech seems to be prepari 
him quite well for such a future endeavor. In just one football 


TOP RECEIVERS ~ 


CLASS COLLEGE 

Michael Crabtree So. Texas Tech 
He's out to break every single-season receiving record in the books, 
Jeremy Maclin So. Missouri 
‘80 catches for 1,055 yards ... just scratching the surface. 
Percy Harvin Jr Florida 
‘You hold your breath every time he touches the ball. 
Kenny McKinley Sr. South Carolina 
Goto guy in Spurter's offense; tough over the middle and on deep outs, 
Jarett Dillard Sr. Rice 
Stellar career has already netted some All-American honors. 
‘Aaron Kelly Sr. Clemson 
Needs just 52 receptions to break ACC career record of 216. 
Dante Love Sr. Ball State. 
Smaller WR (6-10, 179) who used quickness to catch 100 balls in ‘07. 
Hakeom Nicks Jr. North Carolina 
He'll try to break his own school record of 74 catches, set last year. 1 
Mike Thomas Sr. Arizona 
“Money Mike” is the go-to guy in Wildcats’ emerging Spreee offense, _ 
Kenny Britt ur, Rutgei 
‘Averaged 1918 yards per catch and set school record vith 4,202 yards, 

randon Gibson Sr. Washington State 
Big-play guy could benefit from new coach Paul Wulf's no-huddle, 
Demetrius Byrd Sr. tsu 
All the tools and ready to take on bigger role for national champs. 
Eron Riley Sr. Duke 
Iinvnear obscurity, has averaged 20.7 yards per catch in his career. 
Chris Williams: NMSU- 
2007 cut shor by injury; led nation In receiving yards per game in 2006. 
Brian Robiskie Sr. Ohio State 
His flair for highlight catches is exceptional, 
Darrius Heyward-Bey Jr. Maryland 
Not many college players are faster, reported timie of 4.28 seconds in the 40, 


Greg Carr Sr. Florida State 


A eat "ump-ball” receiver who averages 18.6 yards per catch, 


“Qusagin Iglesias Sr. Oklahoma 
‘Sam Bradford's favorite target is also a wonderful kick returner 


‘Arrelious Benn So, illinois 
Here's betting he improves greatly on his 64 catches for 676 yards. 


Lucas Taylor Sr. Tennessee 


Leader ofa fine group of UT receivers; not flashy, but solid and productive. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Travis Beckum Sr. Wisconsin 
Receiver size and speed: has 196 receptions in past two seasons, 
Darius Hill Sr. Ball State 
Caught 65 passes for 962 yards and 11 
Brandon Pettigrew Sr, 


Oklahoma State 
_Was first-team A |-Big 12 last season ahead of Mizzou's Martin Rucker, 


Ryan Purvis 

High NFL prospect is 

Rob Gronkowski 

The bull-strong Gronk is one of college footbal's most reakish athletes. 
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in Lubbock, Crabtree 
produced more records 
than some of the music 
industry's giant labels, 

As a redshirt freshman in 2007, Crabtree led the nation and the Big 
12 in receptions (134), receiving yards (1,962) and touchdowns (22) — 
all NCAA freshman records. 

He also became the first freshman ever to win the Biletnikoff Award 
(given annually to the nation’s top receiver), and became Tech’s first 
consensus All-American since linebacker Zach Thomas in 1995. 

Crabtree was the Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year, Big 12 OF 
fensive Newcomer of the Year, and the National Freshman of the Yea 
according to several news services, 

“He was really good for us,” says head coach Mike Leach, who is 
typically tight-lipped when it comes to praising players. 

“He's a real confident guy, and he doesn’t really have a 
Nor even in practice. If he has one bad play, he doesn’t havi 
thing that really impresses you is that he gets stronger each pr 
the season goes along, He can get a lot better.” 

Crabtree, vows to get better. Immediately, He says he was relatively 
pleased with his overall performance last year, when he produced 11 
games of at least 100 receiving yards, 

But in the next breath he essentially says: You ain't seen nothing yet. 

Crabtree wants to become the first receiver since Desmond Howard 
in 1991 to win the Heisman Trophy. 


MICHAEL CRABTREE 


ny bad days, 
another. The 
tice and as 


son 
(Houston's Manny Hazard, 142) and to break Scott Pingel’s record for 
the most single-season receiving yards in NCAA history (2,157), Pingel 
played for Division III Westminster (Mo.). 

In other words, the 6-3 Crabtree — with the assistance of record-set- 
ting senior Tech quarterback Graham Harrell — would like to establish 
himself this year as the single greatest receiver in the history of college 
football, 

“L can bea lot better than last year. I can run better routes, I can 
drop fewer passes, I can read defenses better. There are a lot of things 1 
can do better, Last year was just a good year for me, but I think we can 
win the Big 12 this year, “We have all the tools. And I am going to do 
whatever it takes to make that happen.” 

Crabtree, who also serves as the team barber for about eight of his 
teammates, is a phenomenal athlete who seems capable of just about 
anything, He actually arrived at Tech with a higher profile as a basketball 
layer than football player, and he originally planned to play both sports 
in Lubbock. 

Buc for reasons he still doesn’t completely understand, Crabtree was 
forced to sit out the 2006-07 football and basketball seasons because of 
NCAA Clearinghouse issues. He used that season to work on his speed, 
strength and understanding of the receiver position. 

He dominated football intrasquad scrimmages in ‘06 in much the 
same way he dominated opponents in ‘07. After the success he enjoyed in 
football, he decided to stay focused on the gridiron. 

“T juse decided that it might be best if I concentrated on football,” 
Crabrree said, “I think it is working out.” 

Indeed, it seems to be working out pretty well for Crabtree, who 
could be on the verge of producing bigger numbers than any receiver ever 
to play college foorball, 


He wants to break the NCAA record for most receptions ina 


— Rusty Burson 
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“The rule on tailgating here: There are no rules, so plop your canopy down, 
set up your lawn chairs, fire up the grill and party.” - Dave Hollingsworth 


nd, so it has become ... tailgating today 
‘is as much a part of the football land- 
scape as the kickoff or the marching band. 

It doesn’t have an official starting date, 
but everybody knows it’s here. Even if it's 
still late summer, you imagine a slight 
nip in the air, a little coolness when you 
first step out in the morning. It’s that 
uniquely clear blue sky, that light breeze 
brushing your face. 

Summer season is gone, Tailgating 
season is here. 

At football stadiums around the 
country, legions of loyal fans plan their 
year around the hours before kickoff. For 
others, it’s the days before kickoff, spent 
in parking lots in recreational vehicles. 

It has become a social event and more. 

There are estimates that more than 
27 million people tailgate regularly at 
football games. Millions more have pre- 
game parties at home when they can’t be 
at the stadium. And, that doesn’t include 
tailgaters outside motorsports venues. 

Tailgating has expanded into a year- 
round lifestyle and its nature has 
changed. Gone are the days of driving to 
the stadium, then driving home. You find 
just the right spot to park and put up the 
tent, the rendezvous place for friends and 
family. You can’t forget the school colors, 
everything from napkins and cups to fans 
dressed from head-to-toe. The grill, the 
cooler, the table and chairs. Don’t forget 
the music and the television. 


Communities of tents and trucks spring 
up everywhere. Before the game. After the 
game. Some don’t even go to the game. 
They just come for the tailgating. They 
share the memories of great games in sea- 
sons past. They share the fun and the food. 

Oh, yes, the food. As much as tailgating 
has expanded and modernized over the 
years, one truth still remains ... it's not 
a great tailgate without great food. 

Most start with the meat, everything 
from deli sandwiches to chicken, ribs, hot 
dogs and burgers on the grill. Casseroles, 
potato salad and baked beans. Appetizers 
and finger food get things started - mixed 
nuts, party mix, chip and dip of every 
variety. 

And, of course, the drinks must be 
cold ... and you must have plenty. Have 
a lot of ice and pack an extra cooler. 
Have enough for after the game, whether 
celebrating the great victory or trying to 
forget the one that got away. 

One thing is for sure, unless some 
things are planned ahead, it just won't 
tum out right. 

“Sometimes we'll get things going at 
8 a.m. for a 1 p.m. kickoff,” said one 
longtime Atlanta Falcons fan. “And, we 
won't leave from tailgating until long 
after postgame. It takes a lot of planning 
and preparing things in advance.” 

But, remember that the little things 
can make a difference in the tailgating 
experience. 

Have enough paper towels, napkins and 
garbage bags. Don’t forget a first aid kit 
and fire extinguisher and maybe toilet 
paper, just in case. 

With the right preparation, the tail- 
gating event can be problem free and 
become something special. 

“You have the opportunity to 

name your tailgate party,” said the 
Falcons fan, a 30-year tailgating 
veteran. “From a ‘Bayou Bash’ with 100 
pounds of crawfish to a ‘Draft Day Fiesta’ 
with Gordo's Tailgating fajita nachos. You 
can make every event an opportunity to 
be with friends, socialize, party and rede- 


fine tailgating in your own way. 

“Whether it’s going to a friend's house, 
meeting in the backyard or gathering out- 
side the stadium, tailgating is game day, 
tace day ... everyday.” 


Ingredients: 
«1 Ylbs chicken breast(morinated), or 
1 4lbs flank steak(morinated), or 
+ 12- peel & deveined large shrimp(marinated) 
+ 1 Ib any flavor GORDO'S Cheese Dip 
(room temperature) 
+ | medium onion (sliced, marinated) 
+ Yegreen bell pepper (sliced, marinated) 
+ 1 bag of tortilla chips 


Marinade: 

+ 1 cup beer 

= 1/4 cup fresh lime juice 
+ Ya cup minced fresh cilantro 
+ 2Tolive oil 

* 21 Worcestershire sauce 
* 21. chili powder 

+ 21, minced garlic loves 
* 11. chopped jalepeno 
«11. ground cumin 

+ Tt. salt 


‘ali 
occasionally), 
2 bog. Refrigerate 


over the pan wit cluminum 
of the gril f t 


— ANAKE A PLAY 
FOR GOI2DO'S. 


Dip into the authentic taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with real cheese. 
Try all 5 Cheese Dips: Plain, Mild, by Cheese’n Salsa and the newest favorite with a smokey Chipotle kick. 


Seema 


_CHEESE DIP. 


www.gordos.cc 


whi ~ 
©2007 Charley & Sons, Inc. AUTHENTIC MEXICAN RESTAURANT STYLE 


PLAYER RATINGS 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


TOP CENTERS 


RK _ NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Jonathan Luigs Sr. Arkansas. 
Last season's Rimington Award winner has new backs to block for. _ 


‘Alex Mack Sr. Cal 
Pac-10's D-linemen voted him league's best O-ineman last season, 
‘AQ. Shipley Sr. enn Stal 

All-Big Ten lineman anchors experienced group that retums intact, 


Max Unger Sr. Oregon 
Took to the postion and did fine in ie first season on the job. 


Antoine Caldwell Alabama 
‘Teams up with OT Andre Smith ie Potential Al-American combination. 


Eric Wood Sr. Louisville 
All-Big East center has started 37 consecutive game: 


Brett Helms Sr. Lsu 
Dependable player helps give LSU the best line in the country. 


Jon Cooper Sr. Oklahoma 
Yet another pro prospect on the Oklahoma offensive line, 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Duke Robinson Sr. Oklahoma 
Size, versatility and skill puts him near the top of 2009 dratt list. 


‘Anthony Parker sr. Tennessee 
Best athlete on the Vols line; even filed in at center in spring. 


Tyronne Green Sr. Auburn 
Compares favorably to any of the recent Auburn greats, 


Jeremy Perry Sr. Oregon State 
Slowed by injuries in 2007, or else he might be in the NFL right now. 


Herman Johnson Sr. LsU 
Simply a commanding presence at 6-7 and about 350 pounds. 


Kraig Urbik Sr. Wisconsin 
Badgers always have good one; he has 39 consecutive starts, 


Greg Isdaner Jr. West Virginia 
57 knockdowns last year, which is what you that 


Cedrick Dockery Sr. Texas 
Wil be joining brother Derrick in the NFL a year from now, 


TOP TACKLES 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Michael Oher Sr. Ole Miss 
‘Amazingly athletic and in the best shape of his life; the NFL is drooling, 
Andre Smith Jr. Alabama 
Explosive lineman has lived up to the massive recruiting hy 
Ryan Stanchek Sr. West Virginia 
|_Earned multiple All-American honors as a junior. 
‘Alex Boone Sr. Ohio State 

lessing for the Buckeyes to have a four-year starter at LT. 

Jr. Lsu 
|_Second-team all-league as a sophomore ... impressive in the SEC. 
| Phil Loadholt Sr. ‘Oklahoma 
UC transfer stepped in at left tackle and helped lead prolific attack. 
Eugene Monroe Virginia 

his left tackle posit 


Dallas Reynolds BYU 
Excels in pass blocking, giving Max Hall plenty of time to throw. 


Bama’s Smith Continues 
on Meteoric Trajectory 


ANDRE SMITH 


he biggest question that followed Andre Smith from Birmingham's 
Huffman High School to the University of Alabama was ¢ 
Which was bigger: The 6-5, 340-pound offensive left tackle ... 
or the hype he carried with him as the top offensive line prospect 
in the country? 

As Smith prepares to enter his junior season with the Crimson 
Tide, ivis safe to say that question has been answered. Smith has done to 
the expectations thar surrounded his signing exactly what he has done to 
opposing defensive linemen for two seasons: pancaked them. 

Smith, from the day he stepped on campus in 2006, has been starting 
at perhaps the most critical position on the line, left tackle, 

He led the team with 831 snaps as a freshman, and was one of only 
two linemen to start every game last season, 

More than just start, Smith has excelled, earning Freshman All- 
American honors in his first year, followed by first-team All-SEC honors 
last year when he earned the Jacobs Award, given to the best lineman in 
the conference, 

But you have to look those things up to find out about them, because 
Smith is not one to talk much about himself 

“T've never been a vocal leader,” Smith said. “I'l say certain things at 
crunch time during a game, But as for yelling, going around and jumping 
up and down — that's not me, 

“Like to lead by example. Just go out there and do what I’m sup- 
posed to do, You see me do it, so you should do it too, That's how I feel.” 

Obviously not everyone can do what Smith doe 

“Andre had an outstanding spring,” Alabama coach Nick Saban said. 

“He played really well for us last year, and was by far our most con- 
sistent offensive lineman, But he continues to get better. His maturity and 
focus and attention to detail has made him better. 

The guy has power, can get movement on the point, and has great 
feet and athleticism to be an excellent pass protector, The sky is the limie 
as for what kind of player he can potentially be.” 

‘As gentle and unassuming as Smith is off the field, that is the last way 
opposing players would describe him after facing the full force of Smith 
bearing down on them in a game. 

“Tlearned that from my Dad,” Smith said, 

“Growing up, he always taught me co be the nicest guy off the field, 
bur once he got on the field he turned into the meanest dude in the world. 
Nice guys don’t really do that well on the football field.” 

Lost in Smith’s massive size is the fact he might be one of the most 
athletic players on the offense. He explodes off the ball and gets into de- 
fenders so quickly they often have no time to prepare. Once he locks onto 
a defender he rarely loses his position, 

And while the only goals Smith will talk abour are the ones you ex- 
pect to hear — win games, compete for a championship, finish each play, 
and dominate the player across from him — he also knows playing like 
this will bring the individual honors, 

Such as the Outland Trophy, which goes to the nation’s best offensive 
lineman, He begins the season on the watch list for that award, 

“That would be special,” Smith said. “But I'd rather nor talk about 
that now. I'd rather talk about this team.” 

Up to now, Smith has too often been one of the few aspects of this 
team anyone wanted to tall about. 


— Ray Melick 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


USF’s Selvie Works to 


Keep Slam-Dunking QBs 


corge Selvie isn’t bitter about it, Not really. He understands, 
Who recruits a 230-pound high school center, anyway? 
In an age with increased opportunities at summer camps 
and high school combines, plus wall-to-wall recruiting coverage 
from a variety of dot-coms, a guy like Selvie is becoming increasingly rare. 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS | 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

George Selvie ‘South Florida 

‘The numbers are just silly: 31.5 tackles for loss, 14.5 sacks. 

Tyson Jackson Sr. Lsu 

New leader of LSU's line; 15 QB hurries, 10 pass breakups last year. 
Maurice Evans Jr. Penn State 

Had 12,5 sacks in his frst season as starter; can’t wait for the encore. 
Greg Middleton Jr. Indiana 

LLed nation with 16 sacks; first IU D-tineman to be all-league in a decade. 
lan Campbell Sr. Kansas State 
Returns to end (where he had 11.5 sacks in 2006) after a year at OLB. 
Everette Brown vr. Florida State 

Shows potential and production to be next great Seminoles’ end, 

Greg Hardy Jr. Ole Miss 

AI-SEC in 2007, but needs to get his act together to justify this ranking. 
Nick Reed Sr. Oregon 

Was the premier pass rusher in Pac-10 last year — 12 sacks, 22.5 TFLs. 
Larry English Sr. Northern Illinois 
Speed rusher — an OLB at next level? — has 22.5 sacks in past two years. 
van Jorgensen Jt. BYU 

Aleffort guy came out of nowhere to post 14 sacks as a sophomore, 
‘Auston English Jr. Oklahoma 

(OU is deep as usual at end; English had 9.5 sacks last season, 
Michael Johnson Sr. Georgia Tech 

‘An athletic. monster who willbe tured loose early and more often. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Vance Walker Sr. Georgia Tech 
|_Pushed his way to 14 tackles for loss, including 8.5 sacks, last year. _ 
Sen'Derrick Marks Jr. ‘Auburn 
Moving from end, will be one of most active, athletic DTs in the country. 
Fill Moala Sr. usc 
Following in the footsteps of Shaun Gody and Sedrick Elis. 
George Hypolite Sr. Colorado 
l's good guys eared All-Big 12 honors le 
Sr. Ole Miss 
Made 14 tackles for loss, including three vs. good Alabama line. 
Ricky Jean-Francois Jr, Lsu 
Highest ues ‘of anybody on the list; has to do it over a full season. 
Sr. lowa 
Four-jear stalwart has 54 career tackles for loss, 
Terrance Taylor Sr. Michigan 
|__The Wolverines’ top NFL prospect for the 2009 draft. 
Sr. Cincinnati 
is a big number for an interior DL. 
Sr. Georgi 
(Owens and DT teammate Geno Atkins will each vie for allleague honors. 
| DeMarcus Granger Oklahoma 
id jig 12 last season with 8.5 tackles for loss 


North Carolina 
r recruit had four sacks as an '07 back 


Phata by: Tomasso Defiosa 


He’s someone 
everyone overlooked, Or 
missed, Or dismissed. 

veryone except 
South Florida coach Jim Leavitt. 

Leavitt looks like a genius twice over. 

He extended the only Division I-A offer to Selvie, from Pine 
Forest High School in Pensacola, Fla, Then, Leavitt moved Selvie to 
defensive end, 

‘The production from Selvie last season as a redshirt sophomore: 
staggering 31.5 tackles for loss, including 14.5 sacks. 

No bitterness. But a whole lot of payback. 

“When USF offered me, I was like, hey, I gotta play major college 
football,” Selvie said, 

“L never doubted myself. I felt like I was a football player. I was 
being recruited by West Virginia and USF, and now I get to play those 
guys every year I get especially fired up when I play those guys 

So far, Selyie is 2-0 against the Mountainee! 

The former 230-pound center probably would never have made it 
on offense, He spent the offseason trying to put on weight, but he has 
more of a basketball body, and the weight just won't stick, 

Selvie, 6-4, was at 240 pounds at the end of spring, aiming for 250 
by the season-opene: 

“L try to put on good weight, I don’t want to be eating all that fast 
food or anything like that,” Selvie said, “I try to eat fruit at the end of 
meals, Yeah, I like fast food, but if I eat the fast foods, I don’t go with 
the fried chicken, I go with the grilled chicken.” 

At whatever weight, it’s going be hard for him to duplicate those 
2007 numbers. The secret is our. In one year, he went from obscurity to 
the top defensive end prospect in the 2010 draft... ifhe stays in college 
that long, 

He expects even more blocking attention from running backs and 
tight ends this season. That's why his spring focus was working on 
counter moves in his pass rush to complement his speed. Don’t forget 
his strength, He considers himself more of a run stuffer, anyway. 

“Icis going co be hard, regardless,” he said, “because the numbers 
last year were ridiculous.” 

Leavitt credits part of Selvie’s success to his upbringing, His father, 
George, served 20 years in the Navy. The younger Selvie is a yes-sir, no- 
sir young man who was used to new places, new people and hard work. 
College was not a culture shock. 

“He was strict,” Selvie said of his father. “Saturday morning, we 
didn’t get to sleep in. He wanted the yard work done. He wanted the 
clean-up done. All that stuff.” 
elvie redshirted as a freshman in 2005, winning the team’s Over- 
achiever Award for his work in the strength and conditioning program. 
During that season, the coaches asked Selvie to move to defense, which 
he resisted, 

“But, anything to help the team win,” Selvie said. 

He has done plenty of that, and now he is a college football superstar. 

“My life hasn't changed that much. People still don’t really recog- 
nize me,” Selvie said. “They mistake me for a basketball player. 

“Hopeflly, I can put on some weight and people will think I'm a 
football player.” 


GEORGE SELVIE 


— Anthony Gimino 
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PLAYER RA 


LINEBACKERS 


‘Big-play Rey’ Lowers 
the Boom for Trojans 


hen more than 80 NEL scouts and coaches assembled at USC 

for Pro Day ro test players entering the draft, they could not 
help but notice the one who did not work out. 

NEL teams descended upon USC linebacker Rey Maua- 

luga, eager to discuss his draft status — and some might have left a little 


perplexed that he did not leave a year early, when he could have been a 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
James Laurinaitis Sr. Ohio State 
Third consecutive season of picking up major individual hardware, 
Rey Maualuga Sr. usc 
Lindy’s preseason choice as the most feared hitter in collage football 
‘Scott McKillop Sr. Pittsburgh 
Just ays around the balla nation’s best 12.58 tackles per game 
Brandon Spikes Jr. Florida 
After making 131 tackles last season, has more help in front and behind, 
Tray Blackmon Jr. ‘Auburn 
Has all the tools .. ust needs to put a full season of health together. 
Gerald McRath Jr. Southern Miss 
Reigning C-USA Defensive Player of Year had 189 tackles last year. 
Joe Mortensen Sr. Kansas 
All-conference defender should be OK for fall after knee injury. 
Darry Beckwith Sr. Lsu 
Even higher on the scouts’ lists; a key part of excellent run defense. 
Rolando McClain So. Alabama 
Nick Saban’s first recruiting gem did not disappoint as a true freshman, 
Jasper Brinkley Sr. South Carolina 
Returning from injury to be the beast South Garolina desperately needs. 
Dave Philistin Sr. Maryland 
Made 124 stops last season, including 21 against Georgia Tech. 


Dannell Ellerbe Sr. Georgia 
Team-high 93 tackles in ‘07 and a great sprin 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 

Brian Cushing Sr. usc 
Looks the part in uniform: plays like an All-American, too, on strongside._ 
Aaron Curry Sr. Wake Forest 
‘Amazing: Returned INTs for scores of §7, 77 and 84 yards in 2007. 
Eric Norwood Jr. South Carolina 
AAI-SEC end will do more roaming this season as a hybrid OLB. _ 
Rico MoCoy Jr Tennessee 
106 tackles last year; can grab more Spotiight with Jerod Mayo gone. 
"Clint Sintim Sr. Virginia 
As part of the ACC's best group, led the nation’s LBs with nit 
Marcus Freeman Sr. Ohio State 

_Athletic and experienced, with more than 100 tackles last season. _ 
‘Sean Weatherspoon, Jr. Missouri 
It's been a while since Missouri has had a linebacker this good, 
Zach Follett Sr. Cal 
He's a game-changer: 27 career TFLs and eight forced fumbles. 
‘Adam Leonard Sr. Hawaii 
WAC's top defender an all-over-the-field playmaker; four INTs in 2007. 
Clayton Mullins Miami (Ohio) 
Reigning MAC Defersive Player ofthe Y F; 143 tackles in 2007. 
Maurice Crum Jr. Sr. Notre Dame 
Veteran player could shine in new coordinator Jon Tenuta’s defense. 


Jonathan Casillas si Wisconsin 
‘Team's leading tackler; returning captain; four TFLs vs. Vols in bowl. 


first-round draft pick. 

Even Maualuga ad- 
mitted he thought twice 
about his decision while 
watching teammates 
prepare to leave for the 
NEL and the riches that await. 

“You have about 20 seconds of, ‘What would happen if you had 
lefe.”” Maualuga said, “But I still have things to do here. I like it here,” 

Ac least he received positive feedback from the NFL personnel. 

“Most of the guys said you made the right decision to stay,” he 
“[e’s not like waiting another year is that long anyway 

‘The height of expectations surrounding Maualuga makes it difficule 
for him to live up to them. 

Fans remember him clobbering UCLA quarterback Patrick Cowan 
near the end of the 2006 game, a play that gave Cowan a concussion, 
‘Teammates remember his hard hit in the p 
Patrick Turner, a play that knocked Turner our of the season opener and 
prompted him to drop passes in the first three games. 

“When Rey hits someone, everyone knows it,” said fellow linebacker 
Clay Matthews, “We know sooner or later someone is going to get hit, I'm 
glad I play defense.” 

Buc those plays only cause fans to want more. 

Asa freshman and sophomore, those highlight hits were often offset 
by Maualuga missing assignments because he did not play with poise, 
During a famous incident in his sophomore year, coach Pete Carroll 
chewed him out on the sideline after he'd given up a big screen play 
against Stanford. 

However, Maualuga made huge strides last year and enjoyed his best 
season. He finished with a team-high 79 tackles and was the Defensive 
Most Valuable Player of the Rose Bowl. It was an easy choice; he inter- 
cepted a pass and had three sacks. 

And now he’s a preseason All-American. 

“I think I've matured,” Maualuga sai 
comfortable with my role now.” 

As USC fields another national championship-contending team, Maua- 
luga is the closest thing to a star on this year’s edition, with his bushy hair and 
6-3, 255-pound frame making him an easily recognizable figure on campus. 

“Those NFL guys couldn't take their eyes off Rey,” Carroll said. 
“He's a complete player at the next level, I encouraged him to find out 
what the NFL thought after his junior year, but he knew it would 
help him to come back.” 

And ic will really help USC. 

He underwent a highly publicized freshman year, where he was arrested 
for punching a student and then endured the death of his father right be 
the 2006 Rose Bowl. Since those tumultuous times, he's become a good 
student and learned to control his emotions, on and off the field. 

Now, he calls the defensive signals and is a team leader, He should 
become a first-team All-Pac-10 selection for the third straight year. 

But he remains humble about his ability. 

“I still have a lot of growing up to do on the football field,” Maualuga 
said, “As much as I’m asked about myself, I'm really just hoping to win a 
national championship.” 


Photo by: John Pyle/icon SMI 


REY MAUALUGA 


aid, 


ason on wide receiver 


I’ve grown up a lot, I'm more 


— Scott Wolf 
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PLAISER RATINGS 


‘DEFENSIVE BACKS 


The Return of Macho 


Includes Some Humility 


irginia Tech’s Macho man was as good as gone in January. 
Victor “Macho” Harris had decided to join teammate 
Brandon Flowers in skipping the last year of his college career 


to apply for the National Football League Draft. 


Then Harris sought some advice from a higher authority. And by 


A 0 
‘Malcolm Jenkins Ohio State 
All ane sr ues oes ota ei. 


Alphonso Smith ake Forest 
(ademas an Tens four). 
“Macho” Harris Virginia Tech 
Becomes the veteran leader (ve a last year) in Hokies’ defense. 
Vontae Dar fs 
Si ei eves ot ug ey nk f 
Mike Mickens Cincinnati 
Wiry cover comer has been one 28 East's best for past three years. 

| fect Hance “South Carolina 

hoe. bana a ‘come back from foot injury. 

Central Florida 

retumer, too. 


arren 
Trot ‘about jumping to the Nas a 


Jerraud P 
Stitemerging talent helped Tigers Bee ane pa 55 defense. i! 


Asher Allen Jr. Georgi 
‘As Georgia's reputation soars, so ‘Allen's me cise ‘comer. 
DeAndre Wright 
Hotta eres oe Seon nn ea, 
D.J. Moot Vanderbilt 
Faeroe atete this doast come around Vay every day. 
‘Chris Chancellor Jr Clemson 
_Not very big, which mi in why he’s been underrated. 
OP f 


William Moore 

a rE ae free safety in the ion eight’ isreaptons last year. 
Oklahoma _ 

Breet sen en one wo gots tm one S15 


Taylor Mays usc 
Al mate il has to putt all — aa he wil 


Fes fe nen ent a St 


Patrick Chung 

Hard-hitter, a special teams ace, oh roe good eae 420 stops. 

Derek Pegues iSsiork Sata 

HEU aaPhiaepe ft free safety. 

Courtney ‘Sr. = 

Abig hit Gunite the ‘Sart, and he's. meee 299 career tackles. 

Michael Hamlin ‘Clemson 

{edar ol the bot secondary in the ACC. 

Rashad Johnson ‘Sr. Alabama 

Led Alabama with 94 tackles and six interceptions last season. 
“Chip Vaughn Shey ee 

grit essa ee SES retums intact. 


Kevin Ellison 

Altleague player superb at strong si: rar Mar isatfree. 
David Bruton 

Should emage fom shadow of Tom Sbkowskt and be asaivel 


a 
§ 
3 
8 
§ 
= 
a 
thas, we don’t mean A 
his head coach, Frank ‘ & 
Beamer VICTOR “MACHO” HARRIS 


“Ar one point, I 
was ready to leave. I was 
ready for the league, ready to start a new life,” he said. “But when you're 
making a life change like that, it takes more than one night. I got down 
on my hands and knees and asked the man upstairs for help.” 

Apparently, Harris’ heavenly adviser must be a Hokie fan. Harris 
changed his mind before the deadline to declare for the draft, opting to 
stay at Tech for his senior year. 

Harris’ change of heart was a welcome measure of good news for 
Beamer and veteran defensive coordinator Bud Foster. Already wracked 
by graduation losses — linebackers Vince Hall and Xavier Adibi, end 
Chris Ellis, tackles Carlton Powell and Barry Booker — the defense 
would have been in rebuilding mode had Harris followed Flowers. 

Instead, Harris’ return gives the defense a veteran leader, in addition 
to the lockdown cornerback Foster's blitz-happy scheme requires. 

But Harris says he feels no undue pressure as the Hokes pursue their 
second consecutive ACC title. 

“We havea great group of guys and a great coach who will purus in 
position to make plays,” he said. “I can’t play every position on the field, 
bur as far as bringing leadership, I can do that.” 

The 6-0, 192-pound Harris enjoyed the best season of his Tech 
career in 2007, even though he often was overshadowed by the hard- 
hitting Flowers. Harris finished with 36 tackles and five interceptions, 
including one he returned for a touchdown in an emotional opening win 
over East Carolina. 

What's more, Harris cut down on mental errors. 

“I didn’t try to do too much, and I made plays,” he said. “Some- 
times, when you're younger, you want to do what you can to impress the 
coaches and fans. Part of growing up and maturing is (letting the game) 
come to you.” 

Harris might be doing that on both sides of the ball this fall. The 
coaching staff let him work the first six sessions of spring practice at 
flanker, where Tech suffered heavy graduation losses. 

This is a guy who rushed for 2,346 yards and scored 35 touchdowns 
asa high school senior, and he gave a glimpse of his ability to produce 
big plays when he lugged a kickoff 100 yards in an October win at 
Clemson. 

“We lose a lot and I want to do a lot to help the team,” he said. 

No matter how his senior year turns out, Harris says he will cherish 
his years playing for Beamer. The veteran coach and Harris share a bond 
—not only in their devotion to the program, but in their life experiences. 

Both were burned as children, Harris’ accident occurring on the day 
Beamer made his home visit in 2004 - a grease fire broke in the kitchen 
and Harris suffered burns on his arm and face. 

“He was giving me advice (throughout the recovery) and I felt that 
bond,” Hartis said. “Not too many coaches would know how to handle 
thar, but I rook heed with what he said. 

“If L was ever going to be like somebody, it would be like Coach 
Beamer.” 

— Bucky Dent 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


ALL-PURPOSE 


TOP KICKERS 


RK _NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


‘Thomas Weber So. Arizona State 
Nearly, pare as a freshman (24 of 2 ‘won the Lou Groza Award. 


Harvin Finds a New Way 
to Gain Yards in All Ways 


Si _Wake Forest 
Fils rte fod goals alan usu nea ere Cok Yada 


| Austin Starr Sr. Indiana 


|_49-yarder beat Purdue in finale and sent Hoosiers to a bowl game. 


| bath jay Sos UCLA 
| Mage GLA lroet abou Justin Meek ital Ne Fes rom o-Ps. 


| Jose Martinez Sr. UTEP 


a field goals attempts va season, feta 57-yard vs. Houston. | 


"TOP PUNTERS 


oe COLLEGE 


Kevin Huber Cincinnati 
Blasted his way to the best wre ete rath last year — 46.9. 


‘Louie Sakoda 
| Great height, distance, placement; ia six punts enn up inside the 5-yard line. 


| Chris Miller Sr. Ball State 

|_ Averaged 45.4 yards per attempt, ca dropped 23 a inthe 20, 
Justin Brantly 

| Bigger than diy LBs (6-4, 245); é “yard average i ieee years, 
Graham Gano Florida State 

| Has had one punt of at least 50 iss in 11 consecutive games, 


| Keenyn Crier So, Arizona 
_Huge leg; getting more consistent; AllPac-t oa festman. 


| Thomas Morstead 
First-team All-Conference USA; helped SMU tet fourth in net punting. 


Jacob Richardson Sr. Miami (Ohio) 
‘Made significant improvement every year, averaging 46.0 in 2007. 


TOP ALL PURPOSE 


CLASS COLLEGE 


y Jr. Florida 
His all-around skills could steal een away from Tim Tebow. 


Jeremy Maclin Missouri 
Scored by rsh, -Feception, punt wl Rok returns last season. 


| C.J. Spiller Clemson 
Really ... any of the top three on wi Hist could be No. 
Sammie Stroughter Oregon State 
‘ale Al-Aercan for l-purpse skis nos njued n°07. 

| Brandon James Jr. Florida 
Does most of his damage on ay will he: sul the ball more? 
Marcus Thigpen diana 
‘Speedy RE/KR scared everyone oft no one vals eek to him in‘07 


Javier Arenas Jr. Alabama 
Gilbert's cousin adds comerback duties to his on retum game. 


Dexter McCluster — ur. dle Miss 
Will ty to do for Houston Nutt what Darren re jen did for Arkansas. 


PERCY HARVIN 


aster, Percy Harvin realized, isn’t always better. 
So to become a better football player, Harvin decided to slow 


down. 

His epiphany came during a film session last season with 
then-running backs coach Stan Drayton the week before Florida's home- 
coming game against Vanderbilt, 

“Taw plays where I missed a block or like I was falling down,” 
Harvin said. “He said, ‘Just slow down and read the blocks and know 
when to curn it on,” 

And how. 

In the three games Harvin played following that film session (he 
sed two games because of migraines), he rushed for 435 yards and 
four touchdowns — more than half his season totals. 

He also caught 23 passes for 254 yards and a touchdown in that stretch, 
signaling his arrival as one of the best all-around players inthe country 

“Cd take him,” Vanderbilt coach Bobby Johnson Take him 
back on the plane,” 

Johnson made that comment moments after Harvin rushed for 113 
ind caught nine passes for 110 yards to become the first player in 
Florida history to surpass 100 yards rushing and receiving in the same game. 

When Harvin's sophomore season ended against Michigan in the 
“apital One Bowl, he had amassed more than 1,000 yards rushing and 
receiving in his career. 

For the season, he rushed 83 times for 764 yards and caught 59 
passes for 858 yards, He averaged 9.2 yards a carry, tops in the nation, 
and his 1,622 yards of total offense is the second most by a receiver in 
story, trailing only LSU's Josh Reed (1,747 in 2001), 

The 5-11, 178-pound Harvin is a fantastic tailback who happens to 
10 be the Gators’ best receiver, 

“Percy plays tailback,” Meyer said, pointing out that Harvin ran for 
157 yards against Florida State and 165 against Michigan, “Those are 
great running back stats and that’s what he’s playing at those times.” 

Sometimes he’s also playing quarterback, He has taken direct snaps, 
although he did that much more in his fres 

Harvin's teammates don’t care what h 
play waiting to happen. 

“Sometimes I get in trouble with not carrying out my fakes after I 
nnd it to him, and [turn and watch him go,” Florida quarterback Tim 
ebow said, 

“He's naturally gifted at playing football. God gave him the ability 
to make people miss that he didn’t give a lot of other people.” 

Like 2007 winner Tebow, that makes him something else, too: A 
Heisman Trophy candidate. 

Ifhe recovers as expected from surgery on his right heel bone by the 
30 season opener against Hawaii — his rehab began in June — Har- 
a legitimate chance to record 1,000 yards rushing and receiving. 
That, much like Tebow’s 32 passing and 23 rushing touchdowns in 
2007, would be hard for voters to ignore. 

“Like I tell anybody, he can win the Heisman next year if he stays 
healthy and does some of things I know he can do,” said former UF 
receiver Andre Caldwell. “He's just that talented. I chink big things are 
going to happen for him.” 


yard 


big 


vin 


— Michael DiRocco 
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Las Vegas’ leading Contest Winner Brings YOU to his Level! 


“HI. My name is Nick Bogdanovich and the most important thing 
you need to know about winning at football is this: 


IF THEY CAN’T BEAT ME, THEY CAN’T BEAT YOU!” 


@ AS LINESMAKER tran the baddest book in town — Binion's — & 
@ AS A BETTOR | just WON my 3RD STRAIGHT handicapping tournament and I'm now 


3 and 0 with (see documentation). 
i /f the books can’t beat me as a bettor — and the bettors can’t beat me as a bookmaker 
— that makes me 


BUT IT MAKES too, if you and 


FOOTBALL -$160,000 | are both betting the same games! 


@ And that’s what | propose right now. Come in with 
me from the Pre-Season through December, 

. You'll never have to 
wonder where the right number is or who the wise guys like. 
From now on, got the right number and 
® Best of all, I'm not just available. I’m affordable. 


Because Vegas Pays for this Deal! From Pre-Season 
through December, I'll give you the same games | bet myself. 
06 WON eae BS My regular fee is $500. But all you pay me now is Why? 
Hee “tf. Bl Because you only have to pay me the balance of $320 at the 
eee End of he season ‘you have 
@ If, however, you're convinced I'll come through for you and you want to save a few bucks, pay 
my further-reduced season fee of $400 - that's a savings of $100 - and I'll throw in the post 
season College Bowls and NFL Playoffs to sweeten the deal. 
BAND you get all my anyway, including my: 


Saints/Steelers 
Seahawks 48-13 
Cowboys 28-16 


Lions 37-10 

Cards/Chargers 31-33 

Bears 37-27 

Lions 34-3 

Wyoming 20-3 

o14 Tie H Texans 37-17 
020 Nebraska 


When | was a linesmaker | did what all the suits from Harvard, Wharton or Stanford 
couldn’t do: / made SURE the house made a profit. Now | want to do the same for you! 


Call me now toll free at: 1* " 7 Sap 
or call: 1-702-860- also available at: www. SportsMasters.com 
“My whole life - as a kid growing up in Vegas... as a business major on a basketball 
scholarship... as linesmaker at Binion’s Horseshoe, the Stratosphere, Mandalay Bay, 
the Golden Nugget ...as a Champion in the $160,000 winner-take-all handicapping 
contest at LeRoy’s... or as Sports Book Director at Cal Neva - thru all of it, | have 
stayed focused on the right number. Don’t tell me who can beat who — give me a 
number. Don't tell me about style matchups — give me a number. It takes a number 
to beat a number. That is what | do. And I’m inviting you to join me.” 


32 Las Vegas, NV 69102-5816 
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This is a tough one. Clemson or Georgia? Geor- 
gia or Clemson? Perhaps the Bulldogs should get the 
benefit of the doubt because of their status as Lindy’s 
preseason No. 1, but the Tigers deserve the nod 
because of a second proven option at tailback. 

Clemson, a year ago, couldn't make this list 
because it had a rookie quarterback; it wasn't enough 
that the Tigers had two elite tailbacks. But then Cullen 
Harper went out and became the top-rated passer in 
‘the ACC last season — yes, better than Boston Col- 
lege’s Matt Ryan — and running back James Davis 
decided to return for his senior season with junior 
C.J. Spiller. 

There you have it. One of the best quarterbacks 
in the country, backed by a two-time All-ACC running 
back (Davis) and one of the nation's most thrilling 
players (Spiller). 

That “Thunder and Lightning” combination 
poured it on for 1,832 rushing yards last season — 
despite playing behind a questionable offensive line. 


a 
Quarterback Matthew Stafford, as expected, 
made improvement in his sophomore season, show- 
ing he has the career arc to be one of the nation’s 
finest justin time fora run to No. 1 
The revelation was freshman running back 
Knowshon Moreno, whose sizzling second half of 
the season gave him 1,332 yards, 14 touchdowns 


“Thunder and Lightning” have 
the Clemson Tigers in contention 
in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 


and the expectation that he was just getting started. 
He should be backed by promising redshirt freshman 
Caleb King. 


Quarterback Sam Bradford had a slight advan- 
tage in OU’s quarterback derby last year coming out 
of spring ball, so it wasn't a surprise that he ended up 
winning the job, it’s that he ended up being so good 
at it. He set an NCAA freshman record with 36 touch- 
down passes and led the nation in passing efficiency 
with a rating of 176.53. 

DeMarco Murray, looking for a full season of 
health, had 764 yards and 13 TDs as a freshman. 
Chris Brown is a dependable short-yardage runner, 
and Mossis Madu just wants a shot. 


peieaam es pe ee 

Ohio State has a steady, all-league quarterback 
in Todd Boeckman and a running back, Chris “Beanie” 
Wells, who has a chance to gain admittance to the 
chamber of Buckeye greats. None of that compares to 
the hype surrounding incoming freshman quarterback 
Terrelle Pryor. Ohio State would be thrilled if he does 
what Tim Tebow did at Florida as a rookie— be a 
part-time, change-of-pace, scoring machine. 


Patrick White and Steve Slaton formed one of the 
nation’s best backfields last season, and the produc- 
tion isn’t expected to drop off the cliff now that Noel 


Devine has replaced the slithery Slaton, an NFL early 
entry. Devine, running on jet fuel, isa threat to go all 
the way, while White has as much running wizardry 
as any OB in the country 


Riley Skinner, only a junior, has already tied the 
school record for victories by a quarterback (18). 
Josh Adams ran for 953 yards last season and was 
chosen as the ACC Rookie of the Year 


Senior quarterback John Parker Wilson, in a 
testament to his ability and longevity, is going to 
rewrite the school's passing marks. A trio of returning 
Tuning backs, led by Terry Grant, combined for 
1,673 yards last season. 


Do-it-all quarterback Matt Grothe and running 
back Mike Ford return to lead an offense that aver- 
aged 34.7 points and 414 yards per game. 


3YU 

Max Hall threw for 3,848 yards in his first season 
as the starter, helped by freshman Harvey Unga, who 
had 1,227 yards rushing and 655 yards receiving, 


OB Mark Sanchez is still short of experience (but 
he's talented, of course) and the nation’s deepest 
cache of running backs counts for a lot. 


RECEIVERS 


The Tigers are so ridiculous offensively right 
now that they can lose All-American tight end Martin 
Rucker and wideout Will Franklin (49 catches), and 
not spend much time worrying about it. 

That's the luxury of having Jeremy Maclin, who 
had 1,055 receiving yards last season and put ona 
‘show all over the field. Rucker’s loss is absorbed by 
senior Chase Coffman, the three-year sidekick who'll 
perhaps have another 14 games to add to his school 
record for touchdown catches. 

Danario Alexander (coming back from ACL 
surgery), speedy Jared Perry, third-down target 
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Tommy Saunders and incoming freshmen help give 
Chase Daniel all the help he needs as the Tigers take 
aim again at the BCS. 


2. TEXAS TECH 


Michael Crabtree won the Biletnikoff Award as a 
freshman, simply too big, too fast, too determined for 
those poor little cornerbacks. Crabtree led the nation 
in receiving yards per game (150.92), receptions per 
game (10.31) and receiving touchdowns (22). 

Two more starting wideouts return for one of the 
nation’s most prolific offenses — Edward Britton (48 
catches) and Eric Morris (nine TDs), 


9. ARIZONA 


Deep group will help the Wildcats get better in 
‘second season of Texas Tech-like spread offense, led 
by Mike Thomas (83 catches) and budding star Rob 
Gronkowski, a tight end who has the best hands in 
the Pac-10. 


10. BALL STATE 


The Cardinals have two legit first-day NFL Draft 
prospects in little receiver Dante Love (100 receptions 
for 1,396 yards) and tight end Darius Hill (65 catches, 
41 TDs). 


3. TULSA 


Perhaps these record-setters are just a product 
of the system — but it’s a really good system. Tulsa 
finished with the nation’s top-ranked offense (543.9), 
and the Golden Hurricane produced three 1,000-yard 
pass catchers, all of whom are back — Brennan 
Marion (the Conference USA Newcomer of the Year), 
Trae Johnson and Charles Clay. 


4. OHIO STATE 


Without a lot of fanfare, Brian Hartline, Brian 
Robiskie and Ray Small combined for 127 catches 
for 1,896 yards and 19 touchdowns. That's nearly 
identical to the production from Ohio State's top three 
year earlier when the Buckeyes had first-rounders 
Ted Ginn and Anthony Gonzalez. 


5. RUTGERS 


The Scarlet Knights had two players break 
the school record for receiving yards — Tiquan 
Underwood, whose 1,100 yards were eclipsed by 
tall and athletic Kenny Britt, who came 
up with 1,232 receiving yards while 
averaging 19.9 per catch, Tim Brown 
and Dennis Campbell give Rutgers 
enviable depth. 


6. FLORIDA 


It doesn't take much else than 
Heisman candidate Percy Harvin to rank 
high on this list. But the Gators have 
help in reserve, including emerging 
Louis Murphy, speedy Deonte Thomp- 
son and the best tight end in the SEC, 
Cornelius Ingram. 


7. TENNESSEE 


Lucas Taylor, Josh Briscoe and 
Austin Rogers combined to catch 185 
Passes last season, and a deep rotation 
includes talented athletes Gerald Jones 
and Denarius Moore. 


8. CLEMSON 


The Tigers have the best wideout 
in the ACC — Aaron Kelly, who caught 
a school-record 88 passes last season. 
Tyler Grisham can be counted on for 
plays big and small. Jacoby Ford is one 
college football's fastest players. 
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OFFENSIVE 
LINES 


1. OKLAHOMA 


The Sooners have one of the nation’s top back- 
fields, and they have the nation’s best line — which is 
@ national-championship kind of combination. 

Oklahoma won't miss a beat from last season 
because al five starters, including a couple of key 


Duke Robinson anchors the 
line for the Sooners, who are a 
legitimate championship threat. 
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backups, return to pave the road for an offense that 
ran for an average of 190.7 yards per game, passed 
for 258.2 and allowed only 14 sacks. 

When in doubt, the Sooners will lean to the left, 
which is where guard Duke Robinson and tackle Phil 
Loadholt block out the sun. They are both potential 
first-round draft picks. Genter Jon Cooper and right 
guard Brandon Walker are more postseason award 
candidates. 


2. LSU 


The Tigers are right there with Oklahoma as the 
nation’s best offensive line, Tackle Ciron Black, guard 
Herman Johnson and center Brett Helms are All-SEC 
candidates who could also earn national honors. The 
only new starter is at right tackle. 


3. OHIO STATE 


The line loses quotable captain Kirk Barton but 
everyone else is back, including a mammoth senior 
left side — tackle Alex Boone (6-8, 312) and guard 
Steve Rehring (6-7, 345). Jim Cordle is one of the top 
junior centers in the country, 


4. WEST VIRGINIA 


The entire starting five is back, led by All-Amer- 
ican tackle Ryan Stanchek and guard Greg Isdaner. 
Now, get started run blocking, fellas. 


5. AUBURN 


The starting unit returns intact, including a trio of 
sophomores who started as true freshmen. This has 
quickly become a strength for the Tigers, led by guard 
Tyronne Green, 


| 


Every team should be so lucky to have a founda- 
tion of left tackle Andre Smith and center Antoine 
Caldwell. 


7. WISCONSIN 


The Badgers, near-permanent residents of 
this list, have lots of versatility and standout guard 
Kraig Urbik, making life easier for a new starting 
quarterback. 


8. PENN STATE 


The intact line, led by center A.Q. Shipley and left 
tackle Gerald Cadogan, will help make a 1,000-yard 
tusher out of emerging tailback Evan Royster. 


3. CAL 


Led by center Alex Mack and tackle Mike Tepper, 
Cal has allowed just 24 sacks in the past two seasons, 
the third-lowest total in the nation (and it’s not as if 
QB Nate Longshore has been particularly nimble). 


10. BYU 


Senior guard Ray Feinga and senior tackle Dallas 
Reynolds each begin the season on the watch list for 
the Outland Trophy. Neither was beaten for a sack 
last season. 
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Ithardly seems fair. Coaches always talk about 
how the toughest recruiting task is to find big, athletic 
defensive tackles. Almost nobody has an excess. 
Almost nobody can replace an All-American such as 
Glenn Dorsey. 

Except LSU. 

Reloading with a vengeance, the Tigers turn to 
Ricky Jean-Francois to be a dominator in the middle. 
He missed the first 12 games last season because 
of academics, but then played a role in the SEC 
Championship Game and the national-title game win 
over Ohio State. He has a talent ceiling, scouts say, as 
high as Dorsey's. 

The interior rotation, including Marion Favorite, 
Charles Alexander and Al Woods, is fabulous. The 
ends are the best in the SEC, with Tyson Jackson 
high on the NFL radar. On the other side, sixth-year 
senior Kirston Pittman (eight sacks) is even more 
productive. 


ee 

Notice the trend here with 
the offensive and defensive lines 
of LSU and Oklahoma? 

As usual, the Sooners are 
overflowing with former four- 
and five-star recruits, allowing 
coach Bob Stoops to use a deep 
rotation. Junior end Auston 
English is the team’s premier 
pass rusher, with 9.5 sacks last 
season. Jeremy Beal and Alan 
Davis both have starts at end, and 
sixth-year senior John Williams, 
trying to come back from a torn 
Achilles’ tendon, is another pos- 
sibility. Watch for freshman Frank 
Alexander. 

Junior DeMarcus Granger 
and sophomore Gerald McCoy 
hold down the middle. Each was 
the top-rated defensive tackle 
in their respective recruiting 
classes. They're a big reason 
why Oklahoma held six teams 
last season to 66 rushing yards 
or less. 


DEFENSE 


The Bulldogs have strength up the middle with 
All-SEC candidates Jeff Owens and Geno Atkins. 
Ends Roderick Battle, a returning starter, and Jeremy 
Lomax aren't as decorated but have ample experience. 
The Dawgs are doing something right: They finished 
in the top three in total defense, run defense and scor- 
ing defense last season. 


SS 

The Tigers will continue their run of stout 
defenses, with seniors Dorell Scott and Rashad Jack- 
son leading a deep pool of talent at tackle. Ricky Sapp 
is a good pass rusher off the end, posting five sacks 
and 22 hurries last season. The buzz of spring was 
true freshman Da’Quan Bowers, an early enrollee. 


eT 

‘Senior tackle Vance Walker is a Lindy’s pre- 
season All-American, and Darryl Richard is another 
strong tackle who compiles tackles for loss. Athletic 
Michael Johnson takes over at end, 


Swarming Bengal Tiger defense 
will still be tops, even without 
Glenn Dorsey. 
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Even with a couple of players suspended in the 
spring, the Lions had plenty of big fellas in the middle. 
‘While that gets sorted out, the headliner is at end; All- 
America candidate Maurice Evans had 12.5 sacks and 
five forced fumbles last season. Opposite end Josh 
Gaines does a nice job, too. 


Ron Brace and B.J. Raji, who is coming back 
from academic ineligibility, are two non-movable ob- 
jects in the middle of the line. Junior end Alex Albright 
had 8.5 sacks despite missing the final three games 
due to injury. BC would have been higher if not for the 
April dismissal of starting end Brady Smith. 


Explosive Sen’Derrick Marks is now in the 
middle, and end Antonio Coleman (18.5 tackles for 
loss last season, including 8.5 sacks) should be fine 
after a scary spring neck injury. 


The Sun Devils’ strength is at end. Dexter Davis 
had 10.5 sacks last season, and his bookend, Luis 
‘Vasquez, was often in the backfield, too. They com- 
bined for 25 tackles for loss. 


Plenty of production from ends Cody Brown and 
dulius Williams — they combined for 16 sacks and 
caused other mayhem — for a defense that held 10 
‘opponents under 20 points. The Huskies could be 
even better on defense this year. 


LINEBACKERS 


The Trojans have arguably the best inside 
linebacker (Rey Maualuga) and the best outside 
linebacker (Brian Cushing) in the country. They are 
each former Rose Bowl MVPs. 

They're not necessarily stat compilers like some 
other linebackers, but hard-hitting Maualuga did have 
six sacks last season and Cushing had 13.5 tackles. 
for loss in 2006 when he often played as a stand-up 
end. Cushing was slowed last season by injury when 
he returned to the strong side. 

‘As usual, everyone else is jealous of USC's 
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depth, which includes seniors Kaluka Maiava and Clay 
Matthews, sophomore Luther Brown and redshirt 
freshman Chris Galippo. 


2. OHIO STATE 


Senior middle ‘backer James Laurinaitis is up for 
all the major defensive awards — some of which he 
already owns — and he plays his best in big games. 
He had 19 tackles vs. Wisconsin last season and 18 in 
the national-title game loss to LSU. 

Marcus Freeman is back as a tag-team partner 
for the third consecutive season. He had more than 
100 tackles last season. Senior Curtis Terry, coming 
off a medical redshirt, could take the other outside 
spot and also dabble on offense as a fullback. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Gamecocks, needing to make big improve- 
ment in this area, benefit from Jasper Brinkley’s 
return from injury and the move of end Eric Norwood 
(19.5 tackles for loss, six sacks) to outside linebacker. 
Rodney Paulk and Marvin Sapp are returning starters 
in what is now a deep and potentially punishing unit. 


4. VIRGINIA 


Cays rarely have a shortage of talent at 
linebacker in their 3-4 defense, and senior outside 
linebacker Clint Sintim is one of the best in the nation. 
Seniors Jon Copper and Antonio Appleby hold down 
the inside spots, giving the defense 500 pounds of 
tun-stuffing force. Virginia allowed only nine rushing 
touchdowns last season, 


5. WAKE FOREST 


Outside linebacker Aaron Curry makes plays all 
over the field. He has two other seniors — Stanley 
Arnoux and Chantz McClinic — with him as starters, 
and there is so much depth that coach Jim Grobe can 
use some hybrid schemes with his linebackers. 


6. CAL 


Bears return a veteran unit that features big- 
play man Zach Follett, Anthony Felder and Worrell 
Williams. That trio last season recorded 270 tackles, 
including 24.5 for loss, 


7. FLORIDA 


No more depth problems. All-SEC standout 
Brandon Spikes made 131 tackles last season. Dustin 
Doe and A.J. Jones are returning starters. Freshman 
Brendan Beal could make an impact before it’s all over 
this season. 


8. GEORGIA 


Dannell Ellerbe is super in the middle and getting 
better all the time. Sophomore Rennie Curran could 
make a big name for himself this season. Depth is not 
an issue. 


Clayton Mullins is the reigning MAC Defensive 
Player of the Year, and Joey Hudson is a two-time all- 
conference pick. That makes it hard for Caleb Bostic 
(103 tackles, 11 for loss) to squeeze into postseason 


honors, even if he's deserving. 


10. KANSAS 


Joe Mortensen, All-Big 12 last season with 106 
tackles, controls the middle, surrounded by seniors 
Mike Rivera and James Holt, each of whom earned 
honorable mention all-conference honors. 


Taylor Mays is part of the 
nation’s best safety tandem. 
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DEFENSIVE 
BACKS 


1. USC 


The Trojans, even in the passing Pac-10, ranked 
sixth nationally in passing efficiency and allowed only 
nine passing touchdowns. They should be just as 
good this season — perhaps better — because of the 
return of seven players with starting experience and 
mix-and-match possibilities. 

The safety combination of Taylor Mays and 
Kevin Ellison is the best in the country. Both have 
All-America talent. 

Cary Harris returns at one cornerback spot, and 
a cast of several is vying for the position vacated by 
Terrell Thomas. 


2. OHIO STATE 


The Buckeyes were first nationally in pass 
defense (150.1 yards per game) and were fourth in 
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passing efficiency defense (98.73 rating). Should be 
no problems this season. Senior All-American Mal- 
colm Jenkins leads the way among the four returning 
starters. 

As to who has the better secondary — USC or 
Ohio State — that might become clearer when the 
teams meet in the L.A. Coliseum on Sept. 13. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The fabulously named Captain Munnerlyn is 
a super cover guy, and Emanuel Cook helps bring 
definition to the term “hard-hitting safety.” True fresh- 
man Akeem Auguste is pushing senior Carlos Thomas 
in an experienced unit that allowed just 168.8 passing 
yards per game. 


4. OREGON 


There's not a play that senior rover Patrick 
Chung can't make. The Ducks complement his 
all-around skills with the best pair of cornerbacks in 
the league. Walter Thurmond and Jairus Byrd were 
honorable mention all-conference as sophomores in 
2007. 


5. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


All-SEC free safety Derek Pegues, who had five 
interceptions last season, is the leader of a defense 
that was seventh in the nation against the pass, allow- 
ing 174.9 yards per game. The Bulldogs return three 
other starters. 


TENNESSEE 


This will be one of the most improved secondar- 
ies in the country, boosted by the return of athletic 
safety Demetrice Morley (academics) and cornerback 
Antonio Gaines (injury). They'll be sidekicks to sopho- 
more safety Eric Berry, who picked off five intercep- 
tions and returned them 222 yards last year. 


7. RUTGERS 


Senior safety Courtney Greene, one of the finest 
in the country, is joined by cornerback twins Jason 
and Devin MeCourty in what should again be a stingy 
defense. 


8. OREGON STATE 


The Beavers suffered a lot of personne! losses, 
but the secondary is still strength. Seniors Brandon 
Hughes and Keenan Lewis have a total of 65 starts at 
cornerback, and senior strong safety Al Afalava, who 
can deliver a hit, has started for most of the past two 
years. 


9. CINCINNATI 


Cornerback tandems don't come much better 
than Mike Mickens and DeAngelo Smith. They inter- 
cepted 14 passes last season. 


10. ARIZONA STATE 


Dennis Erickson’s defense will continue to get 
faster and better, and safety Troy Nolan and corner- 
back Omar Bolden are a key part of the makeover. 
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Step inside the Big Top — you won't 
believe your eyes! 

Tt was a college football freak show 
last season, right from the opening act. 

Appalachian State over Michigan in 
the Big House? 

Navy over Notre Dame? 

Stanford over USC? 

Louisiana-Monroe over Alabama? 

On and on. 

When it was over, Notre Dame had a 
sickly three victories, Miami was bowl- 
less for the first time in a decade, the Ne- 
braska Blackshirt defense had given up 
76 points in a game ... and being ranked 


No. 2 in the country was a curse. 

South Florida was one of the teams 
stepping through the space-time rift in the 
college football universe. The Bulls weren't 
even bom as a Division I-A (sorry, Football 
Bowl Subdivision) program until 2001. 

USF was one of several surprising 
teams that rose to No. 2 in the polls. 
Cal, Boston College, Oregon, Kansas ... 
they had their chance. It was up to them 
to lose it, and they lost it. 

No. 1 Missouri and No. 2 West Virgin- 
ia were a weekend away from playing for 
the national championship. Then came 
one more spin of the big wheel of upsets 


and both teams were gone. 

Was last season a fluke? 

We all want to believe in the sancti- 
ty of, say, a Florida-USC national cham- 
pionship game ... but, well, good luck 
with that. 

Even the Gators have to reload now 
and then. USC's invincibility shield was 
punctured by 40-point underdog Stanford. 

Bottom line: Get used to it. 

“That's just the way college football 
is,” said LSU coach Les Miles, who ben- 
efited the most from the upsets, able 
to take a two-loss team to the national 
title game — and win it handily over 
Ohio State. 

“If you're not prepared, if you don’t 
have a great game plan, if your kids 
don’t come ready to play quality football 
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and do it for four quarters, it’s going to 
be a dogfight. We certainly understood 
that last year. And that was not only in 
our season, but throughout the country 
you saw those games in which a signifi- 
cant underdog won. 

“That happens. That's college foot- 
ball.” 

Amen. 

Given the backdrop of last season, 
nothing seems terribly improbable any- 
more. Still, it’s hard to wrap your brain 
around some of the concepts here. 

If we say Texas Tech could play Cin- 
cinnati for the national title, you say 
we're crazy. We say, look at last season. 

This is good for weekly drama. Bad 
for preseason predictions. 

This year, it's not as if Georgia, Lindy’'s 
preseason No. 1, is any kind of a lock for 
the title game. Have you seen the Dawgs’ 
schedule? The whole SEC has the same 
problem — too many tough games. 

There's no clear-cut favorite. Ohio 
State might run through the Big Ten, but 
the Buckeyes first have to go through 
the L.A. Coliseum and face USC, which 
has had a hard time running through its 
conference lately. 

The Big 12 is loaded, and might 
face the same feeding-on-its-own syn- 
drome as the SEC and Pac-10. Big East 
fave West Virginia has the unknown of a 
new coach. Clemson should win the ACC, 
but when is the last time Clemson won 
something it should? 

How sure can we be of a surprise? 

Consider: In each of the past 11 
years, at least two teams unranked in 
the AP preseason poll have finished in 
the national top 10, just as Missouri and 
Kansas did last season. 

Here's betting it will another crazy 
season. 

Welcome to the Big Top, and a po- 
tential Tiger-taming opener. 

After all, defending national champ 
LSU opens at home ... against Appala- 
chian State. 


BCS 


MATCHUPS 


BCS NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Thursday, Jan. 8 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium. 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 


Lindy’s pick: Georgia vs. USC 


ROSE BOWL 
Thursday, Jan. 1 


Pasadena, Calif. * Rose Bowl 


The BCS “double-hosting” system 
enters its third season, with the main 
venue switching to Miami this season. 

Dolphin Stadium, with a capacity of 
75,192, is the site of the Orange Bow! 
and the national championship game 
between teams ranked Nos. 1 and 2 in 
the BCS standings. 

Here’s how Lindy’s sees it all: 


Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 
Lindy’s pick: Arizona State* vs. Ohio State 


ORANGE BOWL 


Thursday, Jan. 1 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium, 


ACC champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Clemson vs. West Virginia 


SUGAR BOWL 


Friday, Jan. 2 
New Orleans ¢ Superdome 


SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Florida* vs. Missouri 


FIESTA BOWL 
Monday, Jan. 5 


Glendale, Ariz. ¢ University of Phoenix Stadium 


Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma vs. BYU 


*(At Large) 


RULE 


CHANGES 


Call it the Bill Belichick rule. The 
NCAA in April prohibited the use of vid- 
eo or audio equipment to steal an oppos- 
ing team’s signals. Fair enough. 

Meanwhile, the NCAA Playing Rules 
Oversight Panel adopted other rule changes 
that will have an effect on the how the end 
user — that’s you — enjoys the game. 

Mostly, it has to do with more tim- 


ing tweaks. This is the third year in a 
tow the NCAA rules committee has ad- 
justed the clock rules, trying to hold the 
line or reduce the length of games while 
preserving the number of plays. 


Here is how it shakes out: 


@ The clock will stop on out-of-bounds 
play ... of course. But the referee will now 
restart the clock when the ball is ready to 
play. That’s new. Exceptions come in the 
final two minutes of each half, when the 
clock will start on the snap, as it used to 
do on all out-of-bounds plays. 
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@ The 40/25-second play clock. This is 
like the NFL. When the play is blown dead, 
the offense then has 40 seconds to snap 
the ball. Previously, a team had 25 seconds 
after officials signaled the ball ready for 
play. There will still be a 25-second play 
clock after a change of possession. 


Here are more highlights of what is 
new ... you be the judge of whether 
they are improvements or not. 


@ No more 5-yard facemask penal- 
ties. Even incidental ones are now 15 
yards. Our call: Kind of harsh, but now 
the officials don’t have to make a judg- 


* Mike Stoops 
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ment about the severity of the infrac- 
tion. We can live with that. 


@ No more sideline wamings. A team 
that inches forward too far out ofits sideline 
box can immediately be assessed a 5-yard 
penalty without warning. Previously, offi- 
cials could hand out two warnings before a 
penalty. Our call: The value of a really good 
“get-back coach” has skyrocketed. 


™@ A coach who is successful with 
his first replay challenge gets another. 
But he can’t have more than two in a 
game. Our call: There should be no limit 
on how successful a coach can be. 


WIN NOW 
OR ELSE 


Mike Stoops, Arizona — He has 
a handful of upsets but no bowl in 
four seasons. Given the sideline tan- 
trums, he’s done more whining than 
winning, and his most memorable mo- 
ment might have come off the field. In 
February, he referred to the supposed 
(and disputed) easier academic admis- 
sions to his state rival, Arizona State, 
and mentioned it as “a junior college.” 
Folks in Tempe were not amused. 

Ty Willingham, Washington — 
He is 11-25 in three seasons, fight- 
ing uphill to restore the talent level 
to Washingtonian levels. His sopho- 
more quarterback, Jake Locker, is the 
teal deal ... but so is the schedule. It 
starts like this — at Oregon, vs. BYU, 
vs. Oklahoma — and includes only 
four conference home games. Get- 
ting to .500 would be an accomplish- 
ment and a job-saver. 

Greg Robinson, Syracuse — He's 
making ex-coach Paul Pasqualoni look 
like Paul “Bear” Bryant. Robinson is 
an un-spiffy 7-28 in three seasons, 
and that includes two victories over 
regional step-brother Buffalo. Robin- 
son has a nice group of running backs 
and a manageable non-conference 
schedule. What he doesn’t have is any 
goodwill left in reserve. 


ARKANSAS _ = 
__ Out: Houston Nutt (fired) 
_In: Bobby Petrino 

Nutt’s 10-year tenure at Arkansas 
unraveled in more ways than one, so 
he had to go. Petrino will deliver the 
passing game that was so successful 
at Louisville. Will it work in the SEC? 

BAYLOR 

Out: Guy Morriss (fired) 

In: Art Briles 

Briles rebuilt Houston, can recruit 
the state and has a spread offense that 
can keep pace in the Big 12, Baylor 
stepped up at the right time to grab a 
coach whose stock will soar if he does 
the near-impossible at Baylor. 

COLORADO STATE 

Out: Sonny Lubick (retired) 
—_Ini Steve Fairchild 

Would have been nice if Lubick could 
have gone out a winner, but he didn’t 
have a winning record in his last four 
years, forcing a “retirement.” Fairchild is 


a former CSU quarterback and NFL offen- 
sive assistant — a nice fit. 
DUKE 


Out: Ted Roof (fired) 

in: David Cutcliffe 

Roof was 6-45 at Duke, including 
3-33 in the ACC. Cutcliffe, the college 
coaching mentor of Peyton and Eli 
Manning, brings some instant cred to 
a program than had none. 


GEORGIA TECH 

Out: Chan Gailey (fired) 

In: Paul Johnson 

Gailey took the Jackets to a bowl 
in each of his six seasons — yeah, but 
he never beat Georgia! Johnson was 
a marvel at Navy, and it will be oh- 
so intriguing to see his option attack 
work in the ACC. It would be great for 
college football if it did. 


HAWAII 

Out: June Jones (SMU) 

In: Greg McMackin 

Can’t blame Jones for taking the 
bigger bucks (and better facilities). 
Hawaii makes it fairly painless by hir- 
ing McMackin, the team’s defensive 
coordinator who will keep the run- 
and-shoot offense, although it just 
won't be the same. 

HOUSTON 

Out: Art Briles (Baylor) 

In: Kevin Sumiin 
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COACHING 
CHANGES 


How tough is the coaching biz? There have been 43 coach- 
ing changes in major college football in the past two years 
— that’s 36 percent of the 119 teams with new bosses. Of 
course, many of the former head coaches who left involuntari- 
ly pulled down good buyouts, so, we don’t feel tooo0o sorry 


for them. 


Here are this season’s new guys in new places ... or old 


guys in new places: 


Like his predecessor, Sumlin has a 
good mind for offense, having served 
under Mike Price, Dennis Erickson and, 
most recently, Bob Stoops at Oklahoma. 
He's the first African-American head 
coach at a top-division Texas school. 

NAVY 


Out: Paul Johnson (Georgia Tech) 

In: Ken Niumatalolo 

Niumatalolo, quickly promoted from 
assistant head coach, will keep the tri- 
ple-option attack. As for the pronuncia- 
tion of his name, President Bush passed 
during an April ceremony honoring the 
team. “You call me George, I'll call you 
Ken," he said. 

MICHIGAN 

Out: Lloyd Carr (retired) 

In: Rich Rodriguez 

This is the big one. Whether it’s be- 
cause of Rodriguez's spread offensive 
style or the coach's personality, Michi- 
gan football might never be the same. 
High risk, high reward. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Out: Ed Orgeron (fired) 

In: Houston Nutt 

Nutt, ousted at Arkansas, gets to 
stay in the SEC West. He won't be able 
to compete right away, but he does have 
Texas transfer quarterback Jevan Snead 
to build around. 

NEBRASKA 

Out: Bill Callahan (fired) 

In: Bo Pelini 

It was only a matter of time before 
Pelini, the defensive architect of last 
season’s national champion LSU Tigers, 


landed a head coaching gig. Nebraska 
was lucky to get him the second time 
around, after bypassing him in favor of 
Callahan after the 2003 season. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

Out: Joe Novak (retired) 

In: Jerry Kill 

Novak, who had 12 mostly successful 
seasons at Northem Illinois, left behind 


Lloyd Carr 
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a veteran team coming off an injury- 
plagued 2-10 season. A quick turnaround 
is possible under Kill, the former head 
coach at Southern Illinois. 

SMU 

Out: Phil Bennett (fired) 

In: June Jones 

Jones said he installed his whole 
run-and-shoot offense in the spring. 
Give it time, it will work. SMU won't be 
going 1-11 again, as it did last season. 

SOUTHERN MISS 

Out: Jeff Bower (fired) 

In: Larry Fedora 

Fedora, one of the nation’s hot of- 
fensive-minded assistant coaches, brings 
a spread offense (what else these days?) 
to staid Southern Miss. As a coordinator, 
Fedora made offense fly at Florida and 
Oklahoma State. 

TEXAS A&M 

Out: Dennis Franchione (fired) 

In: Mike Sherman 

Fran fanned in five seasons at A&M, 
going 32-28 (unacceptable) and ped- 
dling a newsletter on the side (stupid). 
Sherman, the former Green Bay Packers. 
head coach, will make the Aggies less 
dependent on the run. 

UCLA 

Out: Karl Dorrell (fired) 

In: Rick Neuheisel 

Neuheisel didn’t have happy endings 
at previous head coaching stops with 
Colorado and Washington, but after an 
NFL exile, he lands his dream job. He's 
too smart to not have learned from pre- 
vious mistakes, right? 

WASHINGTON STATE 

Out: Bill Doba (fired) 

In: Paul Wulff 

The Cougs get a real Coug — the 
41-year-old Wulff who played for Wash- 
ington State and most recently was the 
head coach at Eastern Washington. He's 
young, intense, competitive ... and has 
no illusions about the challenges. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Out: Rich Rodriguez (Michigan) 

In: Bill Stewart 

West Virginia went through its nasty 
divorce from Rodriguez, but got a nice 
honeymoon with the popular Stewart. 
That bliss, however, will not last long if 
he doesn’t produce with best-in-the-Big 
East talent. 
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To qualify here, players had to have 
missed the entire 2007 season — or at 
least enough of it to qualify for a medi- 
cal redshirt. 

It doesn’t matter the reason — inju- 
ty, grades, suspension — here is a bak- 
er’s dozen of players who should have a 
major impact on their teams after being 
out of sight for a while: 

Jasper Brinkley, LB, South Carolina 
(knee). He’s a monster in the middle, 
perhaps the best at his position in the 
SEC. Steve Spurrier’s defense is loaded 
for bear after an injury-plaqued 2007. 

Delone Carter, RB, Syracuse (hip). 
Is he the man who could save coach Greg 
Robinson? A former Mr. Football in Ohio, 
Carter is trying to come back after suf- 
fering a dislocated hip in the spring of 
2007. In 2006, his 713 yards made him 
SU’s most productive freshman tailback 
since Joe Morris in 1978. 

C.J. Gable, RB, USC (groin). Good 
luck predicting what will become of SC’s 
standing-room-only crowd in the back- 
field. But Gable, a redshirt sophomore 
who is as healthy as he’s been at USC, 
looked great in spring and could be at 
least a co-headliner. 

Antonio Gaines and Demetrice 
Morley, DBs, Tennessee. The Vols have 
one of the SEC's best secondaries and 
one of the deepest, thanks to the return 
of cornerback Gaines (ACL) and free 
safety Morley (academics). 

Anthony Hill, TE, N.C. State (knee). 
Missed all of last season and sat out the 
spring while recovering from an ACL in- 
jury. He's a former second-team All-ACC 
player and an NFL prospect. 

Derek Kinder, WR, Pitt (knee). 
Former All-Big East player will help the 
Panthers’ inexperienced QBs, who will 
have more to do than just give the ball 
to stud RB LeSean McCoy. 

Albert McClellan, DE, Marshall (knee). 
He was the Defensive Player of the Year 
in Conference USA in 2006, with 11 sacks 


and 19 tackles for loss. A torn ACL last Au- 
gust delayed his encore until 2008. 

Kevin Ogletree, WR, Virginia (knee). 
The 2007 season was primed to be his 
major breakout ... and then came a torn 
ACL in the spring. He made it all the way 
back this spring, looking to build on his 
sophomore numbers — 52 catches for 
582 yards and four TDs. 

B.J. Raji, DT, Boston College (aca- 
demics). BC has some big hosses in the 
middle of the defensive line, but Raji 
could be the head hoss. Raji is a fire- 
plug 325-pounder who had 16.5 tackles 
for loss in 2006. 

Sammie Stroughter, WR, Oregon 
State (kidney). A lacerated kidney end- 
ed his 2007 season while he was already 
dealing with a bout of depression after 
losing three loved ones before last sea- 


son. The smile was back in the spring. 
So, too, should be the All-American 
skills at wideout and punt returner. 

Brian Toal, LB, Boston College 
(shoulder). All the talent in the world, 
but the senior has had trouble staying 
healthy, missing all of last season with 
a torn labrum. He has 24 career starts 
and has been a double-duty man as the 
Eagles’ short-yardage fullback. 

Artrell Woods, WR, Oklahoma State 
(spine). It's been an amazing come- 
back so far for Woods, who dislocated 
his spine in a weight room accident last 
summer. Doctors fused vertebra in emer- 
gency surgery. Big question: Would he 
be able to walk again? Now, he appears 
on pace for the season-opener and the 
question is: How many passes can he 
catch in an explosive offense? 
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BACK TO SCHOOL 


The SEC always has to be the best, 
and one of the areas in which it leads 
the country is former NFL head coaches. 

The SEC has four of them now, al- 
though their cumulative NFL record is 
an unflattering 43-66. 

“T think we all realize it was a lot 
more fun coaching in college than it was 
in the NFL,” Spurrier said. 

“Some people love everything about 


Nick Saban 


coaching 11, 12 months a year. Person- 
ally, I'm a seasons guy — there's foot- 
ball season, there's recruiting season, 
and there's about three months of golf/ 
travel/family season. 

“You just have more time in college. 
And you answer to the president and the 
athletic director — and you very seldom 
ever see them unless you're losing too 
much or you're breaking the rules. You 
are the boss in college. And if it doesn’t 
go well, you don’t have anyone else to 
blame, that’s for sure.” 

Other SEC coaches who are NFL drop- 
outs are Arkansas’ Bobby Petrino, Alabama's 
Nick Saban and Kentucky's Rich Brooks. 

The Pac-10 has three former NFL head 


coaches — USC's Pete Carroll, Oregon State's 
Mike Riley and ASU's Dennis Erickson. 

The ACC has two — North Carolina’s 
Butch Davis and Virginia's Al Groh. 

Others: Pittsburgh’s Dave Wannst- 
edt, Texas A&M's new coach Mike Sher- 
man, and June Jones, who takes over at 
SMU after coaching Hawaii to last sea- 
son's Sugar Bowl. 

Most of college-issued bios on these 
guys gloss over their time in the NFL ... 
with good reason. Of the 12, eight had 
losing records and three others (Car- 
roll, Wannstedt and Groh) were just two 
games over .500. 

Sherman is the big winner of the 
group, going 57-39 with the Green Bay 
Packers from 2000 to 2005, 

Several other college head coaches got 
their current gig because of what they had 
done most recently in the NFL, including 
Notre Dame's Charlie Weis, Boston Col- 
lege’s Jeff Jagodzinski, Fresno State's Pat 
Hill, Mississippi State's Sylvester Croom, 
and Minnesota's Tim Brewster. 

But it’s not always easy going back to 
school. Two NFL coaching alums flunked 
out after last season — Georgia Tech's 
Chan Gailey and Nebraska's Bill Callahan. 


TEAM OF 
THE DECADE? 


USC began the decade as an under- 
achieving program with a coach — Paul 
Hackett — directly out of Dullsville. LSU 
began the decade as an under- 
achieving program trying to wipe 
away the stench of the final two 
seasons of the Gerry DiNardo era. 

Look at these programs now. 

USC and LSU, each with a 
pair of national titles — sor- 
ty, Tigers fans, USC’s AP half 
in 2003 really does count, too 
— are battling for the title of 
best of the decade in our in- 
fant millennium. 

There are only two seasons 
left. Can we please-please-please 
get a USC-LSU championship 
game before it’s all over? Let's 
see who has more speed. Let's 
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see who gets their lights punched out. 
These turnarounds wouldn't have 
happened without the right coaches. 
The Trojans, to their everlasting 
blessing, backed in to Pete Carroll in 
2001. The Tigers snagged Nick Saban in 
2000 and then Les Miles in 2005, win- 
ning titles with both alpha males. 
It’s been all blue skies and sunshine. 
Let's go to the tale of the tape from 
the decade, keeping in mind that LSU 
has played in the tougher conference: 


USC Lsu 
Overall record 81-21 82-22 
Bowl record 5-2 6-2 
BCS record 5-1 4-0 
Conference titles 6 3 
anwinners 3. 0 


Carroll and Miles are pistols on the 
recruiting trail, essentially ensuring big 
finishes to this decade ... and beyond. 

But watch out. Other contenders 
haven't ceded anything yet. There is still 
time for some teams to snatch a title (or 
two) this decade and stake their claim as 
the 10-year best. 

@ Oklahoma: 90-17, one national 
title, three title-game appearances, one 
Heisman. 

@ Ohio State: 81-20, one national 
title, three title-game appearances, one 
Heisman. 

© Georgia: 80-23, two SEC titles ... 
and a potential huge finish. 


Danny McCray 
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Yeah, it would be easy to project the 
2007 winner as being the 2008 winner, 
but what fun is that? Besides, Florida 
coach Urban Meyer likely is going to limit 
the running of Mr. Heisman, and it was 
that running that allowed quarterback 
Tim Tebow to separate from the pack last 
season. 

But we do have a soft spot for much- 
hyped sophomores from the SEC — like 
Tebow was last season. 

That's why we're going with Geor- 
gia running back Knowshon Moreno. He 
was the impetus behind Georgia's surge 
last year, entering the starting lineup 
at midseason and igniting a seven-game 
winning streak. He was freaky good in 
breaking off five consecutive 100-yard 
games. 

Overall, it’s a heck of a year for soph- 
omores — there are five on our top 10 
Heisman watch. 

Two would typically be long shots 
by virtue of their position — receivers 
Jeremy Maclin and Michael Crabtree — 
but their potential for historic numbers 
erases that negative. 

Another sophomore, Joe McKnight, is 
certainly a reach, but if you're going to 
reach, do so for a player with vast po- 
tential at a Heisman-factory school that 
can win the national title. Hey, we just 
described Sam Bradford, too. 
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1. Knowshon Moreno RB So. Georgia 

2. Tim Tebow QB Jr. Florida 

3. Chris Wells RB Jr. Ohio State 

4. Chase Daniel QB Sr. Missouri 

5. Percy Harvin WR Jr. Florida 

6. Sam Bradford QB So. Oklahoma 

7. Pat White QB Sr. West Virginia 

8. Jeremy Maclin WR/KR So. Missouri 

9. Michael Crabtree WR So. Texas Tech 
10. Joe McKnight RB So. USC 
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1. Ohio State at USC, Sept. 13. 

The college football world (non- 
Buckeye division) is united in hoping to 
see the Trojans win big, vastly decreas- 
ing Ohio State's chances of making a 
third straight mockery of the national 
title game. 


2. Georgia at Arizona State, Sept. 20. 

Unlike last year, you won't be able to 
say Arizona State skated by because of an 
easy non-conference schedule. It’s a tight 
spot for the Bulldogs, who play at South 
Carolina a week earlier and Alabama a 
week later. 


3. Auburn at West Virginia, Oct. 23. 

The Mountaineers’ Pat White is a 
master of the spread option offense. Au- 
burn is going that route, too, but what 
will it look like at midseason? 


4, Illinois vs. Missouri (St. Louis), Aug. 30. 

A regional rivalry goes national. Last 
year’s game featured 864 yards and three 
non-offensive touchdowns. Should be 
as entertaining as it gets. 


5, Alabama vs. Clemson (Atlanta), Aug. 30. 

If Clemson is the power team it 
supposed to be, Alabama’s regular- 
season losing streak will reach five 
games. If Nick Saban’s Tide is ready to 
turn a corner, this would be the time 
to show it. 


6. Michigan at Notre Dame, Sept. 13. 

You will be hard-pressed to find one 
game in which each coach so desperately 
needs to impress the fan base. 


7. Tennessee at UCLA, Sept. 1. 
It’s the Bruins’ coaching debut of 
one-time Golden Boy Rick Neuheisel. 


Inquiring minds want to know: Does 
he go with the powder blue sweater 
vest? 


8. Kansas at South Florida, Sept. 12. 

A Friday night game between two of 
2007's darlings who are back for more. 
No reason not to watch. 


9. Florida at Florida State, Nov. 29. 

The Gators make the state rounds 
this season, also playing host to Miami 
on Sept. 6. By the time the game against 
the ‘Noles rolls around, the stakes will 
be clearly defined. 


10. UCLA at BYU, Sept. 13. 

If the Cougars get past their Pac-10 
two-step (they play at Washington a 
week earlier), they could be on their 
way to BCS city. 


11. Arkansas at Texas, Sept. 13. 

The Hogs have cancelled the 2009 
return game to start a series with Texas 
A&M, which means these on-again- 
off-again traditional rivals won't meet 
again for at least another five years. 


12. Fresno State vs. all-comers. 

The Bulldogs can make their BCS 
case — or not — before the WAC sea- 
son begins. Pat Hill’s tough guys play 
at Rutgers on Sept. 1, are home (!) for 
Wisconsin on Sept. 13, and go to UCLA 
on Sept. 27. 


C 
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1. Florida vs. Georgia (Jacksonville), Nov. 1. 
The Cocktail Party is the gala event of the 
season with all the biggest prizes up for grabs, 
starting with the SEC East, which begets the 
SEC title game, which begets the BCS title 
game, which begets the whole enchilada. 


2. LSU at Florida, Oct. 11. 

Really, we could go about five 
deep with just SEC games to top this 
list. This one is just a little confer- 
ence tussle between the past two na- 
tional champs. 


3. Georgia at LSU, Oct. 25. 

Notice the trend here? This is the 
middle game in the Georgia-LSU-Florida 
round robin. 


4. Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas), Oct. 11. 

The Sooners don’t play Missouri in 
the regular season, so this looms as OU’s 
largest game — unless it is vs. Kansas a 
week later ... or any November game ina 
slate like this: vs. Nebraska (and old pal, 
Bo Pelini), at Texas A&M, vs. Texas Tech, 
at Oklahoma State. 


5. Michigan at Ohio State, Nov. 22. 

Rich Rodriguez vs. Jim Tressel. We're 
all about the storylines. Any kind of a 
good football game is just a bonus. 


6. USC at UCLA, Dec. 6. 

Rick Neuheisel vs. Pete Carroll. 
We're all about the storylines. Any 
kind of a good football game is just 
a bonus. 


7. South Florida at West Virginia, Dec. 6. 

This game is appropriately on 
Championship Saturday, with (so we 
say) a BCS berth at stake. The Bulls 
are looking for a third straight win in 
the series. 


8. Ohio State at Wisconsin, Oct. 4. 

The Buckeyes don’t really have a 
Big Ten peer this season, but the Bad- 
gers are sitting on top of the second 
tier, and the game is in Madison, so, 
you never know ... 


9, Missouri vs. Kansas (Kansas City), Nov. 29. 

The Tigers wrecked the Jayhawks’ 
perfect record last season, holding on 
for a 36-28 victory in which Chase Daniel 
completed 40 of 49 passes for 361 yards 
and three touchdowns. 
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10. Auburn at Alabama, Nov. 29. 

The Tigers have won six in a row in 
the Iron Bowl. Alabama fans point out 
that only one of those losses occurred 
under Nick Saban. 

11. Ole Miss at Arkansas, Oct. 25. 

You know what we say about sto- 
tylines. In this one, Ole Miss coach 
Houston Nutt returns to Arkansas, where 
things eventually went horribly awry. 


12. Clemson at Wake Forest, Oct. 9. 

A Thursday night matchup between 
top ACC contenders. We don’t expect a 
lopsided result like last season: Clemson 
44, Wake Forest 10. 


If LSU coach Les Miles wanted to 
pop off about the strength of the SEC vs. 
everybody else this season, he’d get no 
argument here. 

That the SEC deserves to be No. 
1 is something you know instinctive- 
ly, but if you're a numbers guy, this 
works, too: The league has won three 
of the past five national champion- 
ships and, probably should have had 
a shot at another when 13-0 Auburn 
was shut out of the BCS title game 
in 2004. 

More? The SEC has won all four of 
its BCS games in the past two years by a 
combined score of 161-62. 

There will be no shift in power 
this season. 


The conference has the nation’s 
best quarterbacks, fabulous offensive 
schemes and fearless coaches. Big 12 
teams threw an average of 38.1 passes 
per game last season. That was more than 
the WAC. It was more than everybody, as 
was the average of 33.4 points a game. 

Now, it's not just Oklahoma and 
Texas waiting around for Nebraska and 
Texas A&M to find their way again. Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Texas Tech and Oklahoma 
State are among the risen who return 
star quarterbacks capable of outfoxing 
any defense. 


There’s Ohio State, and then 
there’s a large group of good, if not 
great, teams. Wisconsin will be fine if 
it can find a suitable replacement at 
quarterback. Illinois, with QB Juice Wil- 
liams backed by Ron Zook’s recruiting 
efforts, is back for more after a Rose 
Bowl appearance. Michigan will win big 
under Rich Rodriguez. Just maybe not 
this year. 

Anyway, it’s a deep league. Look 
for Michigan State to make a jump and 
last year’s bottom teams to not be so 
bottom-like. 


Let’s just say the league has 
added some personality in the past 
two years. 

Stanford’s Jim Harbaugh calls 
out USC and coach Pete Carroll last 
summer — and then beats him! Arizo- 
na State’s Dennis Erickson goes crazy 
on the sideline to celebrate a victory 
(see last year’s Cal game). UCLA's Rick 
Neuheisel ... well, he kind of calls out 
USC, too, and twists the knife by hir- 
ing former Trojans offensive coordina- 
tor Norm Chow. 

First-year Washington State coach 
Paul Wulff, whose name doesn't register 
on any of the national Q-ratings, none- 
theless provided enduring (and endearing 
to some) quotes at his opening press con- 


ference when he said this about the rival 
Washington Huskies: “This is a battle that 
we will win. We are going to find a way 
to take control of this deal and run the 
best program in the state of Washington. 
.» Dogs hunt and bark, but Cougars fight 
and kill.” 

As for the football, eh ... not the 
best year ever for the league or its quar- 
terbacks. 


Miami and Florida State are stag- 
gering in the back alleys of the league. 
The conference just isn’t as sexy as it 
was supposed to be when expansion 
briefly brightened the league’s marquee. 
Instead, it’s given us a blob of mediocre 
teams and nary a national contender. 

The league was 2-6 in bowl games 
last season and lost its three biggest 
bowls for the second consecutive sea- 
son. 


Clemson should take it all this 
time around, giving the ACC its fourth 
champion in as many years, while Mi- 
ami and Florida State gear up for better 
things in 2009. 


The depth of the league contin- 
ues to improve, with only Syracuse 
still needing to pull itself up. Even 
with that depth, it’s not clear how the 
eight-team league is going to fill all its 
bowl slots, which now number seven 
with the addition of a new bowl in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 


Typically, the best of the rest. 
Utah, TCU, BYU each has made a big run 
in recent years. BYU is loaded and is the 
BCS-busting flavor of the month. 


The story of the league is big- 
time coaching changes — June Jones 
at SMU and Larry Fedora at Southern 
Miss. They run offenses that will shake 
up the sleepy league and get people 
to notice. 
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Boise State and Hawaii have made 
BCS bowl appearances in the past two 
years. Is Fresno State good enough to do 
it this season? Bottom half of the leaque 
still is a drag, though. 


The league appears to be in an up- 
tick again, led by Central Michigan and 
quarterback Dan LeFevour. Lightweights 
Buffalo and Temple have put on a few 
pounds. 


Serves as a subdivision of the SEC, 
providing the big boys plenty of home 
dates. But sometimes, the Sun Belt 
steals one (Louisiana-Monroe over Ala- 
bama) and there's nothing minor league 
about Florida Atlantic right now. 


College football gets this more right 
than the NFL — c'mon, each team should 
at least have a possession, right? 

But just because college football is 
tight doesn’t mean it can’t get more, 
uh, righter. 

It's time for college to increase the 
degree of difficulty. 

Each team’s possession should start 
at the 35-yard line, not the 25. That way, 
a team actually needs to move the ball 
to get a field goal attempt. And, hey, if 
you wanted to push the possession back 
to the 40, that would work, too. 

And one more thing ... 

Put away the stat sheets and stop 


adding to the final score. Individual 
and team stats become bloated beyond 
reason, especially when teams reach 
the third ... and fourth ... and fifth 
overtimes. 

Don’t count the numbers and just 
add a single point to the winning 
team’s score. For instance, Arkansas’ 
triple-overtime win over LSU would be 
better represented as “29-28 (3 OT),” 
rather than “50-48.” 


SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES 


@ Succession plans: 
Jimbo Fisher is waiting behind Bob- 
by Bowden at Florida State, Joker Phil- 
lips will take over for Rich Brooks at 
Kentucky, and Danny Hope will replace 
Purdue's Joe Tiller after this season. Joe 
Paterno ... the 81-year-old has no back- 
up and joked in the spring he might be 
able to coach “just another 10 years.” 


@ Spring fever: 

Some Nebraska fans spent $95 
to get tickets to the sold-out spring 
game under first-year coach Bo Pelini. 
Last year, more than 92,000 Alabama 
fans packed Bryant-Denny Stadium to 
see new coach Nick Saban’s team go 
through a glorified scrimmage. 

Florida played in front of a school- 
record 61,000 and ESPN cameras this 
spring, to the amazement of coach Ur- 
ban Meyer. “Spring games are awful,” 
he said. “I shouldn't say that word, but 
it's not the best playing each other.” 


® Two signs that 
you’re getting old: 

That freshman QB at Arizona State? 
He's Jack Elway, son of John. 

The head coach of almost every ma- 
jor-conference school is a millionaire. 


@ Enrolling early: 
More high school prospects graduate 


at mid-year, enroll in college, go through 
spring ball and make an immediate im- 
pact. That is most evident this year at 
Miami, where nine freshmen signed up 
for classes in the spring ... and the Hur- 
ricanes could use the boost they should 
get from QB Jacory Harris, WR Aldarius 
Johnson, LB Arthur Brown, LB Sean 
Spence, DT Marcus Forston, and others. 


GET 
COORDINATED 


Some of the most significant coach- 
ing moves had nothing to do with the 
guy who has the biggest office. Here 
are five coordinator changes that could 
impact this season as much as any oth- 
er transaction: 


© Will Muschamp, defensive co- 
ordinator, from Auburn to Texas. 


The soon-to-be head coach — he'll 
be 37 this season — takes over play- 
calling duties, allowing Duane Akina to 
concentrate on what he does as well as 
anyone, coach defensive backs, 


© Norm Chow, offensive coordi- 
nator, from the Tennessee Titans to 
UCLA. 


Does any team have a better pair of 
coordinators than Chow and defensive 
guru DeWayne Walker? Nope. 


© Jon Tenuta, defensive coordina- 
tor, from Georgia Tech to Notre Dame. 


Charlie Weis could barely score against 
Tech when Tenuta was there. Heaven 
knows, the Irish need help on defense. 


@ Tony Franklin, offensive coor- 
dinator, from Troy to Auburn. 


Yet another no-huddle, spread of- 
fense guru. It worked fine when he put 
some of it in before the bowl win over 
Clemson. 


@ Jim McElwain, offensive coordi- 
nator, from Fresno State to Alabama. 

Quicker, higher-percentage passing 
was the thing everyone took away from 
Alabama's spring game. 
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BETTOR BEWARE 


NO HOLDING 


DON’T GET CAUGHT HOLDING 
ILLEGAL BETS. 


Please be aware that betting with offshore or foreign bookmaking 
enterprises via the internet or telephone violate U.S. federal and 
state laws. Companies that engage in the business of online or tele- 
phone sportsbooks and casino-type gambling activities also violate 
U.S. federal and state laws. 


A public service announcement from Lindy’s Sports 


SCOPING™:NATION 


SNEAK 
PEEK 


Here is our annual look to the NFL Draft, a full year in 
advance. This list, from our pals at NFLdraftscout.com, 
consists of only seniors. Of course, many juniors will 
be high picks, too — and don’t forget about third-year 
sophomores such as Missouri’s Jeremy Maclin and Texas 
Tech’s Michael Crabtree — but we don’t want to get too 
far ahead of ourselves. 


g 

1, James Laurinaitis LB Ohio State a 
2. Duke Robinson 0G Oklahoma g 
3. Rey Maualuga ILB Southern Cal Ay 
4, Malcolm Jenkins CB Ohio State : 
5. Tyson Jackson DE LSU 
6. Sean Lee* OLB Penn State 
7. Michael Oher oT Mississippi 
8. Fili Moala oT Southern Cal 
9. Curtis Painter QB Purdue 

10. Brian Cushing OLB Southern Cal 31. Herman Johnson 0G LSU 

11. Max Unger oT Oregon 32. Alex Mack Cc California 

12. Jeremy Perry 0G Oregon State 33. Nic Harris FS Oklahoma 

13. Michael Johnson DE Georgia Tech 34. Phil Loadholt oT Oklahoma 

14. William Moore FS Missouri 35. Pat White WR West Virginia 

15. Demetrius Byrd WR LSU 36 Javon Ringer RB Michigan State 

16. Travis Beckum TE Wisconsin 37. Greg Carr WR Florida State 

17. James Davis RB Clemson 38. Tim Jamison OLB Michigan 

18. Mike Mickens cB Cincinnati 39. Kraig Urbik 0G Wisconsin 

19. Darry Beckwith ILB LSU 40. Mitch King DE lowa 

20. Terrance Taylor OT Michigan 41. Alphonso Smith cB Wake Forest 

21. Brian Orakpo DE Texas 42. Jonathan Luigs c Arkansas. 

22. Hunter Cantwell QB Louisville 43. Vance Walker OT Georgia Tech 

23. Jeff Owens DT Georgia 44, Mike Thomas WR Arizona 

24. Brian Robiskie WR Ohio State 45. Michael Hamlin ss Clemson 

25. Arian Foster RB Tennessee 46. Anthony Heygood OLB Purdue 

26. Alex Boone oT Ohio State 47. Marcus Freeman OLB Ohio State 

27. Aaron Kelly WR Clemson 48. Darius Hill TE Ball State 

28. Victor Harris CB Virginia Tech 49. Kevin Ellison ss Southern Cal 

29. Ryan Purvis TE Boston College 50. Derek Pegues FS Mississippi State 

30. Antwain Robinson DE Arkansas *Suffered knee injury in spring; will miss 2008 season. 
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Laura, an Arkansas pom squad 
member, brings a smile and a lot of 
energy to support her Razorbacks. 
A nursing major, she is active in her 
church and plays tennis. 


Emily comes from 
Kingwood, Texas, but there 

are no divided loyalties for this 
Oklahoma cheerleader. A market- 
ing major, she has been cheering 
since the seventh grade. She 
enjoys church, golf and is on the 
Dean's List. 
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SIGNATURE 


just because of the way he was dressed. 

Wearing a bomber pilot cap with ear flaps, 

Vasecurity company shirt, sunglasses, shorts 
and blue tube socks, Abel yelled into a 
“megaphone as he cheered on the Lambuth 

Iniversity men’s basketball team last year 
Jagainst arch rival Union University. 
| Dee Wallace, the wife of then Lambuth 
Thead football coach Vic Wallace, asked, 
“Who is that?” 

Wallace answered, “He’s the smartest 

| player on the football team.” 

a senior wide receiver, Abel is the only 
remputh football player to receive the 
" Hyde Scholarship, the school’s highest 

Nacademic scholarship worth more than 
+$100,000 over four years. 

He earned the scholarship after a stellar 
‘academic career at Collierville (Tenn.) High 
"School where he made 33 out of a perfect 
"36 on the ACT, 1400 out of 1600 on the 

SAT and graduated in the top 10 percent of 
his class. A psychology major at Lambuth, 
ibel has a 3.86 GPA. 

Combining brains, brawn (a 330-pound 
‘bench press) and spiritual leadership, Abel 

ib “is “setting a standard” said Wallace, now 

Wan athletic department administrator at 

) Lambuth, an NAIA Division 1 college in 
i ‘Jackson, Tenn. 

e's an excellent competitor. That's 

What makes him good. He's got such a 


BY BILL SORRE 


strong character and a great work ethic. If 
you have a little bit of character and work 
ethic, you don’t impact (people). If you 
have an exceptional amount of those, you 
become an impacting force for every- 
body. A coach is always looking for a pace 
setter, an example,” said Wallace. 

Last season Abel (5-11, 195) averaged 13.8 
yards per catch, among the best on the team 
that competes in the Mid-South Conference. 
He's been academic all-conference twice. 

“He can play any of the skilled positions on 
offense,” said Hugh Freeze, hired in January 
as new head football coach. “You can build 
a team around him. He brings leadership. 
The guy is so solid in everything he does, 
whether spiritually, academically or socially. 
He is a sound, disciplined young man.” 

At the small United Methodist school, 
Abel has a big-time faith. 

He cut his spiritual teeth by observing his 
grandmother, Mary Jean Bray. One of his 
tole models, she died on Dec. 26, 1997. Her 
death came when Abel, then 10, had accom- 
panied her on a trip to see relatives in 
Virginia. He flew home alone. 

“She was always there when I needed her. 
She was always very loving and caring. She 
held our family together with a strength 
and will power that is still amazing to me,” 
said Abel, 21. 

After an inspirational church camp when 
he was in the eighth grade, Abel got closer 
to Christ. 

“Beforehand I was always searching for 
something to bring more fulfillment to my 
life and make me happy. I never found 
anything.” 

His relationship with Christ provides peace 
of mind and grace. “I need a lot of that 
(grace),” he laughed. “No matter what I'm 
going through, I know that things will 
work out as they should.” 

Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and certain of what we 
do not see,” is his north star verse. He told 
his youth group faith is a topic “I love talk- 
ing about. It gives me an opportunity to 
build relationships with people.” 

In January 2008, Abel was licensed to 


‘many people as I can. 
eis Serine 


In Api 


youth for almost two years. 
preached the church’s revival. 

“Every time I've heard him speak, E 
done a great job. He preaches heart-felt 0 
messages with a very intellectual side, He” 
gives it his best effort,” said Justin Sealandy, 
who is also youth minister at First Bapti 
Whiteville, and was a wide receiver 
Rhodes College in Memphis. Sealand also 
averaged 13.8 yards per catch. Both 
the ball for PAT conversions. Bs 

“T knew right off the bat that he is some= 
one who is trustworthy and accountable,” 
said Sealand, who graduates in May and is) 
past president of the Fellowship of Christian. 
Athletes at Rhodes, “I knew we had a com= 
mon bond. He has an affable personality,” 

Abel's youth ministry job has motivated 
him to be more accountable for his actions)” 
he said. “When you want someone to grow © 
spiritually, you want to be spiritually 10 
strong yourself.” 

Former Lambuth teammate Morgan Cnice, a 
youth minister at a Baptist church in Jackson, 
said that Abel “doesn’t hide” his faith, ; 

Abel is a member of Lambuth’s FCA lead= 
ership team and speaks at the campus) 
worship service “Driven.” bi 

His drive comes from Christ's example, 

“No matter what obstacles, He overcame 
them. His life was never easy. He never 
made any excuses. His focus was always on) 
the cross.” 

Inspired by his father Shawn Abel, a foot 
ball coach at Collierville High, and his 
mother, Laura Bray, Abel's focus is to show 
others that through hard work and perse= 
verance “you can accomplish great things.” 

He was voted a lifetime captain by high | 
school teammates. Respect continues. 

“On campus, he's respected,” said senior 
offensive lineman Josh Omura. “Whenever 
you're in a trying situation, Jonathan always’ 
stays level-headed. He tries to keep things in’ 
perspective. He relies on his faith and that. 
reminds us to keep our faith and trust i 
God. Sometimes he goes straight to script 
to tell us that there are situations where the 
Lord tests our faith. I feel comfortable talk= 7) 
ing to him about any problem I have, any- 
thing that is weighing on my mind.” i) 

Said sophomore linebacker Vincent 9 
Mazzurco, “Every thing he does is for the 
Lord and others. He is not selfish. He never 
puts anybody down.” 

Abel wants to lift Christ up. 

“I should hope by my actions, the way I 
carry myself everyday and by the way 1) 


life,” he said. “I want to show 
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QB-2, RB-2, WR-4, OL-3, DL-8, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-5, ST-1 

Nick Saban's first season in Tuscaloosa had its share of ups and downs, but 
Crimson Tide fans were all smiles after he brought in the nation’s top recruiting class. 
This clearly is the top haul for Alabama in recent memory, with exceptional quality 
and plenty of depth. There are 22 four- or five-star prospects in this class, and Saban 
did itby locking up the state's top prospects and dipping into Tennessee, Florida and 
Georgia. 

‘The battle over five-star wide receiver Julio Jones was one of the nation’s most 
publicized, with Alabama winning in the end. Jones was the top player in Alabama 
and the No. 4 overall prospect in the nation. Athlete Burton Scott is another dynamic 
playmaker who can excel at several positions. Though there are plenty of athletes 
‘and skil-position players in this class, there's just as much quality in the trenches. 
Five-star offensive lineman Tyler Love is a load at 6-7 and 285 pounds, and he 
‘chose to stay close to home. He has as much potential as nearly anyone in this class. 

Defensive line clearly was a priority for the Tide, and they brought in eight 
prospects. It's tough to find a position where Alabama wasn't successful. Linebacker 
dertell Harris has good speed and could be one to watch for early playing time. In 
all, Alabama brought in the top five prospects in the state, as well as 16 ofthe top 24. 


IN 2 | Notre Dame 


(QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-4, DB-3 

‘The 2007 season was one many Notre Dame fans wish they could forget, but 
Charlie Weis stil managed to put together another stellar recruiting class. AS usual, 
the Irish implemented a national recruiting strategy. They received commitments from 
‘prospects in 18 states and had a nice balance of offensive and defensive talent. 

Quarterback Dayne Crist, a 6-5, 228-pounder from California, is perhaps the 
‘most-heralded Irish signee in this class. He has the ability to elude the pass rush and 
the arm strength to make all the difficult throws. He was the No. 2 pro-style quarter- 
back in this class. Wide receiver Michael Floyd is a big target and could be an early 
impact player. Tight end Kyle Rudolph should become another receiving favorite. 
Keep an eye on running back Jonas Gray, a 5-10, 213-pound bruiser. Offensive 
lineman Trevor Robinson is a load at 6-6, 304 pounds, and has the potential to be 
‘an anchor at a crucial position. 

This class has a good balance, but defensive line and linebacker look especially 
good. The Irish signed four talented linebackers who should help out early in their 
college careers. They also managed to pick up three solid defensive tackles, most 
notably 6-4, 284-pound Sean Cwynar from llinois. Defensive end Ethan Johnson 
has a college-ready build and the explosiveness to develop into a dominant player. 


| ce 3 | Florida 


RB-1, WR-4, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-1 

This wasn't a huge class in terms of quantity, but no one can doubt the qualty 
Florida finished with 22 signees, including four five-star prospects. Urban Meyer 
followed last year's exceptional class with more of the same. Ten ofthe prospects in 
this class are from the Sunshine State, with pairs of prospects from Alabama, Georgia 
and Texas. 

Athlete Will Hill has about as much potential as any incoming freshman in 
the country. Hill, a 6-3, 203-pounder from New Jersey, runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 
seconds and could help at a number of positions. Wide receiver Carl Moore also has 
allot of upside. He arrives from a California junior college and may be more college- 
ready than many other prospects. Meyer was fortunate to land five-star offensive 
lineman Matt Patchan, who ignored family ties to Miami in favor of the Gators. Just in 
terms of physical ability, defensive tackle Omar Hunter is as impressive as anyone. 
Hunter, a 6-1, 295-pounder, runs the 40-yard dash in 4.7 seconds and bench-presses 
425 pounds, 

‘The Gators didn't have as many pressing needs as some other schools, so 
they had the luxury of being fairy selective. They didn’t sign a quarterback, opting 
instead to go for four receivers. The quality of those receivers — Moore, T.J. 
Lawrence, Omarius Hines and Frankie Hammond Jr. — is exceptional. And 
keep an eye on Pennsylvania linebacker Brendan Beal. He has a solid build and 
(great speed for his size. 


2008 wins LinovsseoATs.coM 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-3, ST-1 

The early months of 2008 caused Buckeye fans to experience a big emotional 
shift. Ohio State fel in the national championship game for the second consecutive 
‘season, but the Buckeyes signed the nation’s top prospect ... eventually. 

With quarterback Terrelle Pryor in the fold, Jim Tressel has a phenomenal 
prospect around whom to build his offense. Pryor, a 6-6, 235-pound Pennsylvania 
‘tive, has a great arm and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds. The Vince Young 
‘comparisons are unavoidable, and many believe Pryor stacks up favorably with some 
of the better quarterbacks to enter the college ranks in recent years. 

Pryor will be getting some help in this class. Five-star wide receiver DeVier 
Posey is a playmaker, and offensive linemen Mike Adams and Michael Brewster 
are about as good an incoming duo as you'll find in the trenches. Adams is 6-7, 308 
pounds and was the No. 3 prospect in the nation: Brewster is 6-6, 305 pounds and 
‘was No. 12 overall. Defensive tackle Garrett Goebel has a lot of toughness and 
picked the Buckeyes ovet an assortment of top programs. He had eight sacks and 16 
tackles for loss as a senior in Illinois. One more to watch is athlete Lamaar Thomas: 
of Maryland, who reminds some of Ted Ginn Jr. 

Of the Buckeyes’ 20 signees, nine are from Ohio, four from Florida and two from 
Pennsylvania. This class is as heavy with star power as just about any other in the 
Ccountry and likely would be ranked higher if more had been signed. Aside from elite 
athletes Pryor, Thomas and Posey, the strength of this class is on the offensive line. 


J 


QB-3, RB-1, WR-6, OL-2, DL-4, LB-6, DB-6, ATH-4, ST-1 

Randy Shannon certainly made a splash with his frst full recruiting season at 
‘Miami. The Hurricanes followed their final season in the Orange Bow! with an eye- 
popping 33 signees from across the country. Of the 33, 23 are from Florida and 12 
from the city of Miami. Throughout the recruiting process, there was a lot of specula- 
tion as to how many of the commitments the ‘Canes would be able to hold on to. As it 
turns oul, they di just fine. 

This class is headiined by two elite defenders. Linebacker Arthur Brown, from 
Wichita, Kan., was the No. 2 outside linebacker in the nation. The 6-1, 210-pounder 
has excellent speed and is as athletic a linebacker as you'll find. Defensive tackle 
Marcus Forston was a huge pickup for Shannon. The Miami native is a physical 
specimen and was the No. 7 overall prospect in the country. He is the most athletic 
defensive tackle to enter college this year and has the ability to stuff the run. Miami 
also did well with defensive backs, landing such headliners as Ramon Buchanan, 
Brandon Harris, C.J. Holton and Vaughn Telemaque. All but Telemaque are 
from Florida and all have good athletic ability and a wealth of untapped talent. 

This class amounted to a statement by Shannon. He recruited more in-cty 
prospects than any year since 2002, giving the class a clear foundation and connec 
tion to the program. The ‘Canes are bringing in six receivers, six linebackers and six 
defensive backs in this class, and that’s a good indicator of what they needed most. 
Itwill be interesting to see if any of the three quarterbacks have an impact. Jacory 
Harris probably has the most potential ofthe trio. 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-1, ST-1 

‘Bob Stoops has been remarkably consistent since he arrived at Oklahoma, 

‘and that on-field success has translated into excellent results on the recruiting trail. 
Okiahoma's class features 21 prospects, and 15 were four- or five-star prospects. 
‘The class is divided pretty evenly between Texans and non-Texans, and the Sooners 
fared extremely well in the Lone Star State. 

The top three commitments for OU are Texans. Running back Jermie Calhoun, 
offensive lineman Stephen Good and defensive end R.J. Washington were five- 
star prospects. At 6-0, 210 pounds, Calhoun was the No. 2 running back and No. 19 
‘overall prospect inthe country. He rushed for 1,910 yards and 30 touchdowns as a 
‘senior at Van High School, At offensive tackle, Good is a mammoth of a man at 6-6, 
300 pounds. He has good agilty, but his strength is undoubtedly his best asset — he 

475 pounds and squats 600. Washington is an athletic, fast rush end 
whose athleticism will give him the opportunity to eam a spot early. 

Jnl, Oiahoma put together a balanced class. The Sooners didn't need to have 
‘a huge year at any particular postion, so they divided their resources well and picked off 
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some ofthe top talent the region, While the class was heavy on 
Texas talent, as usual, the Sooners suocessfuly reached into Georgia and New Jersey. 


RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-4, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-4, ST-1 

Another year, more success, Coach Mark Richt and his staff seem to secure 
top-10 classes every year. There are 24 signees in this class and, as expected, the 
"Dawgs found success all over the South. Georgia is a talent-rich state annually, and 
16 signees are in-state recruits. In all, Georgia kept 11 of the top 20 prospects in the 
Peach State at home. 

The two best prospects in this class are tremendous athletes and should help 
keep the Bulldogs at the top of the Southeastern Conference race. Wide receiver 
‘Au. Green was the No. 9 prospect nationally and the No. 2 receiver. He caught 137 
passes over the past two seasons and has a knack for finding the end zone. Athlete 
Richard Samuel, an in-state recruit, was ranked the No, 2 athlete in the country. 
‘AL6-0, 197 pounds, Samuel has a solid build and the speed to change a game. He 
cisplayed great ability on both sides of the ball as a senior, And there's not just skil- 
Position talent in this class: Offensive linemen A.J. Harmon and Cordy Glenn could 
help early, and defensive tackle DeAngelo Tyson helps make up for not getting Omar 
Hunter (Florida signee), 

Safety Makiri Pugh ensures the ‘Dawgs’ pipeline to Chariotte (N.C.) Inde- 
pendence will continue, and Richt has done a good job building pipelines in various 
southern states. In fact, Georgia didn't leave the region for anybody in this class, 


9 
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RB-2, WR-1, TE-1, OL-5, DL-5, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-1 

By this point, it should be a given that USC is going to be at or near the top of the 
national recruiting rankings as long as Pete Carroll is coaching the Trojans. No. 8 actu- 
ally may be a little below average for the Trojans, but one can make the case that this 
class has more quality than any other class in the country. USC has just 19 signees, 
but 15 are four-star prospects or higher. 

The real strength of this class is along the offensive and defensive lines, and 
there are plenty of reasons to believe they'll be fine in those areas for the foreseeable 
future. Tackle Matt Kalil has a great build at 6-7, 281 pounds, and he was the No. 

11 prospect in the country. Fellow tackle Tyron Smith also is a five-star recruit and 
considered one of the most athletic linemen around. He's 260 pounds but has plenty of 
room to grow. Armond Armstead is about as good as they come at defensive tackle, 
Defensive end Nick Perry runs the 40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds, and fellow end Wes 
Horton was rated the No. 3 prospect at his position in the country. He was active as a 
senior, with 108 tackles and 12 sacks, 

‘As you'd expect, USC's class is made up primarily of California talent: The Tro- 
jans kept eight ofthe state's top 14 prospects at home. It should be noted that running 
back Darrell Soott, the state’s top prize, signed with Colorado, However, USC’s depth 
at running back means that position was not a concern in this class, 

With the talent at offensive and defensive line in this group, i's going to be tough 
to contend with USC in the trenches in the coming years. 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-6, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-3 

It was an interesting year for Florida State fans. A major overhaul of the coaching 
staff started the season and a major academic scandal closed the season. On the 
recruiting tral, most of the news was good. Bobby Bowden and his new staff brought in 
‘30 prospects; there are 15 from Florida and four from Georgia, 

Linebacker Nigel Bradham may be the gem of this class for the Seminoles, 
‘The 6-2, 230-pounder had 147 tackles and 12 sacks as a high school senior, giving 
him almost 450 tackles over the previous three seasons. He was the No. 4 prospect in 
Florida and certainly one of the most active. His knack for making plays will serve him 
well in Tallahassee, Defensive end Markus White arrives from a Kansas community 
college and brings a lot of athleticism to the position. White runs the 40-yard dash in 
4.55 seconds and, at 245 pounds, packs a punch. The staff hopes E.J. Manuel is the 
answer they've been looking for at quarterback. At 6-5, he runs well and can cause 
4 lot of problems for a defense. Athlete Jarmon Fortson has the size and speed to 
make his presence felt early. 

The three areas of focus in this class were running back, offensive line and 
defensive ine. The Seminoles brought in four running backs, and surprisingly most 
of those probably would be considered sleepers. The position with the most quality is 
linebacker. It's not just about Bradham, though he’s an immediate difference-maker, 
Nigel Carr, Nick Moody and Vincent Williams are four-star prospects. This class 
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has the feel ofa one last hurrah for Bowden, who shook up his 
staff in an attempt at restoring the dominance FSU enjoyed in the 1990s. Only ime will 
tel if this isthe group of guys that tums things around in Tallahassee. 


| 10) Michigan 


RB-4, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-2, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-2 

Michigan always has had a lot of success in recruiting, and there's no reason 
to expect that will change with the arrival of new coach Rich Rodriquez. He didn’t 
have much time to piece together his first class for Michigan but still did a solid job. 
Former coach Lioyd Carr already had secured plenty of high-profile commitments, and 
Rodriguez did an admirable job of salvaging what he could. 

Defensive back Boubacar Cissoko may be small in stature at §-9, but he 
has great athletic ability and was one of the top prospects in the state, Offensive 
lineman Dann O'Neill checks in at an imposing 6-8, 291 pounds, and should excel in 
Rodriguez's offensive system. That's a system that appeals to a lot of running backs, 
and Michigan snagged four in this class. Michael Shaw, Sam McGuffie and Ter- 
rence Robinson have blazing speed, and Mike Cox packs a bit of a punch. Michigan 
greatly upgraded at linebacker in this class, signing four prospects rated as four stars. 
J.B. Fitzgerald is a load from New Jersey, and Taylor Hill, Marcus Witherspoon 
and Kenny Demens have good speed. 

Recruiting can be difficult for schools undergoing a coaching change, but the 
‘Wolverines were fortunate that most of their commitments remained firm. Of the 24 
signees in this class, five are from Michigan, seven are from Ohio, three are from 
Florida and three from Texas. The class was heavy on running backs, offensive line- 
men and linebackers. 


> | 


QB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-6, DL-3, LB-2, DB-6, ATH:3 

Winning a national championship makes recruiting a ile bit easier on a coach, 
and Les Miles cleaned up in February. The Tigers’ class of 26 players consists of a 
good mix of prospects, primarily om Louisiana, Florida and Texas. The program's 
prestige is at an all-time high with two BCS championships in the past five seasons. 
{tis to the point where prospects covet offers from the school. 

Wide receiver Deangelo Benton, who is 6-3, 210 pounds, has a great build and 
all the tools to be a playmaker from Day One. On the other side of the ball, Patrick 
Johnson is one of the nation’s top cornerbacks. He picked off 12 passes over the past 
two seasons and has a knack for being in the right place at the right time. The Tigers 
signed just two linebackers, but Ryan Baker is potentially a great one, While he's ust 
206 pounds, he has a build that will allow him to bulk up; he also has plenty of speed, 
Wide receiver Chris Tolliver has plenty of speed, as well, and is probably the top 
in-state recruit. 

Offensive line and defensive back were top priorities, and LSU is bringing in six of 
each. There's also some quality coming in on the defensive line, with Chase Clement 
and Chancey Aghayere possessing all the tools to become dominant players. Clem- 
ent was the No. 7 strongside defensive end in the country, and Aghayere was one of 
the top prospects in Texas. 


ry Clemson 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-3, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-2 

‘Clemson is in a bowl game every year under coach Tommy Bowden, and now the 
Tigers are starting to put themselves in a position to kick it up a notch, Clemson signed 
26 players, and there's some elite talent in this group. The Tigers had a lot of success 
in-state and are bringing in five prospects from the Jacksonville, Fla., area. 

DaQuan Bowers undoubtedly is the top prospect to sign with the Tigers, Bow- 
ers, a 6-4, 267-pound defensive end, has great athleticism and is an immediate-impact 
type player. He's fast, active and quickly could become unblockable in the ACC. Spen- 
cer Adams was one of three big-time defensive backs to play for Matthews (N.C.) 
Butler last fall, and he's a big addition for Clemson. He has ideal size (6-2) and runs 
well. Clemson already has one of the best stables of running backs in the nation — 
perhaps the best — and the future looks bright at the position with the signings of four- 
star backs Andre Ellington and Jamie Harper. Ellington is more of an all-purpose 
type of back at 170 pounds, while Harper has the strenath to carry a big load. 

Of Clemson's 26 signees, 10 are from South Carolina and nine are from Florida. 
Harper is one of the five from the Jacksonville area; quarterback Kyle Parker is 
another. He's a pro-style quarterback who doesn't have ideal size, but did complete 61 
percent of his passes as a senior. 
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iets 


QB-3, RB-3, WR-3, TE-1, OL-2, DL-2, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-1 

The Bruins were puting together a top-notch class before the coaching change, and 
Rick Neuheisel was fortunate enough to bring in most of those prospects. With 23 signees, 
UCLA cleaned up, finishing with the second-best class in the Pac-10 (behind USC). 

The defensive back talent in this group is outstanding and should be the nucleus 
of an excellent secondary in the coming years. Comerback Aaron Hester has good 
size at 6-0 and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.44 seconds. He may be the best incoming 
Bruin. If that honor doesn't belong to him, it should probably go to fellow defensive 
back Rahim Moore, who has almost identical size and speed. Those two are joined 
by two more four-star defensive backs — E.J. Woods and Anthony Dye. The delen- 
sive end position will get a big boost from Datone Jones, a 6-4, 240-pound prospect 
from Compton, Calf 

UCLA also signed a trio of great-looking receivers. Jerry Johnson, Antwon 
‘Moutra and Nelson Rosario have big-play potential and should be able to stretch 
‘opposing defenses. All but two of the prospects in this class hail from California. It will 
be interesting to see if any of the three quarterbacks in this class pan out. Each was 
considered a solid prospect, but none was considered elite 


YY 


RB-5, WR-2, OL-3, DL-2, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-1 

In typical fashion, the Longhoms picked up a lot of early momentum and rarely 
left the Lone Star State. In fact, just one of the 20 incoming freshmen in this class is 
from outside Texas. It is rare for any school to bring in five running backs in one class. 
Given the quality of those signees, the Longhorns are almost guaranteed to have 
bolstered their running game for future seasons. 

Running back DeSean Hales isa lightweight at 165 pounds, but he has excel- 
lent speed and should be fun to watchin the open field, Jeremy Hills isa bit bigger at 
10 pounds and also has “playmaker” written all over him, The coaching staffs excited 
about defensive tackle Jarvis Humphrey, a 6-2, 290-pounder who has the ability to 
gt into the backfield and disrupt things. As he continues to get stronger and tone his 
body, he could be a force in the Big 12. There also isa trio of defensive backs to walch 
for — D.J. Monroe, Aaron Williams and Nolan Brewster, the only out-of-state 
prospect in tis class. He's the son of Minnesota coach Tim Brewster. 

Kicker Justin Tucker was rated the No. 4 prospect at his position inthe nation. 
This clas is relatively light on linemen and the Longhoms didn't bring in a quarterback 
‘ra tight end. Most needs were met, though, and the class is strong at running back 
and in the secondary 


PPD 


QB-1, RB-3, WR+1, TE-2, OL-3, DL-1, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Dan Hawkins may have been wondering what he got himself into after struggling 
mmightiy in hs first season in Boulder, but things are looking alot beter now. Colorado 
reached a bow! last season and put together the No. 15 recruiting class in the nation. 
That's even more impressive considering there are only 21 signees in the class. Usu- 
ally, highly ranked classes low in quantity belong tothe likes of USC, but the Buffaloes 
signed an unusual amount of talent. 

Colorado fans were thrilled to learn that running back Darrell Scott of 
California decided to sign with the Bufialoes. The 6-0, 204-pounder had offers from 
every major program in the nation and was ranked the No. 1 running back in the 
country. He rushed for nearly 7,000 yards in his last three years in high school, with 
‘an amazing 87 touchdowns. The Buffaloes are also thrilled about their group of 
incoming linebackers. Lynn Katoa was the top-ranked prospect in Utah and also 
had his pick of schools. Jon Major runs extremely well for someone 6-4, 230, and 
Shaun Mohler looks as impressive on film as almost anyone. Offensive lineman 
Bryce Givens was the No. 1 prospect in Colorado. Once he adds weight, he should 
anchor the line fora long time. 

Colorado employed an interesting recruiting strategy and it worked to near perfection 
‘The Buffaloes landed tap prospects in Calfomia, Colorado and Utah. There are six in-state 
prospects and seven Californians inthis group. lf Hawkins can maintain ths success on 
the recruiting tral, it might not be long until Colorado is where it wants to be. 


AIM|16 Texas A&M 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, OL-6, DL-7, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2 
{n spite of all the turmoil surrounding former coach Dennis Franchione and the 


Colorado 


coaching change, Texas A&M did quite well wth this class. Of 
the Aggies’ 24 signings, an eye-popping 13 are either offensive or defensive linemen, 
There's some good quality in that group, and it will be a good starting point for new 
coach Mike Sherman, who was able to sell his NFL experience. 

While the lines got the bulk of the attention, perhaps the top three prospects are 
skill: position players. Wide receiver Jeff Fuller looks lke a future NFL player at 6-5, 
202 pounds. He was rated the No. 10 prospect in Texas and the No. 12 receiver in 
the country. Running back Cyrus Gray runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds and is 
a home-run threat. At 5-10, 201 pounds, athlete Derrick Hall is about as versatile as 
they come. He committed to Texas A&M but entertained interest from schools such as 
LSU belore signing with the Aggies. He showed hs ability to pass, run and catch as a 
senior, and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.35 seconds. 

Much lke Texas, A&M always is going to have a distinctly in-state feel to its re- 
ctiting classes. This year is no exception, as only two prospects from outside the state 
signed with the Aggies. Watch out fr the defensive line, as there are four prospects 
rated as four stars here. 


FBLA Minnesota 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-4, TE-1, DL-4, LB-5, DB-7, ATH-5 

Could coach Tim Brewster's first season at Minnesota have been more of a 
roller-coaster ride? The Gophers finished 1-11 overall and were winless in the Big Ten. 
But when February rolled around, Minnesota fans were smiling. Brewster's work on the 
recruiting trails was nothing short of excellent. Brewster and his staff signed players 
from 16 states, including four from the Dallas area. 

While Minnesota got off fo a fast start, perhaps its top commitment came 
toward the end of the process in the form of 6-4, 220-pound dual-threat quarterback 
MarQueis Gray. The talented signal-caller from Indianapolis was the top prospect 
in the Hoosier State and can beat you with his arm or legs. He could push for ime 
early. Four-star safely Keanon Cooper is the best of the Dallas quartet, and the 6-0, 
190-pounder should provide much-needed help in the secondary. Wide receivers. 
Brandon Green and Vincent Hill lack great size but are dynamic with the ball in their 
hands. 

Brewster, who helped Mack Brown bring in some of the nation’s top prospects at 
‘Texas, expended as much energy on the recruiting trail as any coach in the country and 
that aggressiveness paid off. Defense was a top priority, and there are a lot of prospects 
who should see the field quickly. Watch out for 6-2, 240-pound linebacker Sam Maresh, 
who spumed offers from just about the entire Big Ten to stay close to home. 


MME) Virginia Tech | 


RB-2, WR-6, TE-1, OL-3, DL-5, LB-5, DB-2, ATH-7 

The Hokies stuck to their usual in-state recruiting strategy and put together an 
unusually large class. Virginia Tech signed 31 players, and once again is a sold class 
for Frank Beamer. 

Linebacker Quillie Odom was a big pickup, and the 6-2, 220-pound linebacker 
who spent time at Hargrave Miltary Academy has a college-ready build and is physi- 
cally mature enough to be a force eay in his playing career. Running back Ryan 
Williams is a solid al-around prospect and ranked the No. 3 prospect at hs position 
in the country, He can run through smaller defenders and regularly beats linebackers 
to the edge. Keep an eye out for offensive tackle Vinston Painter. At 6-6 and 317 
pounds, he is a physically imposing presence. He was the No. 5 prospect in Virginia. 
Wide receiver D.J. Coles and athlete Dyrell Roberts should be fun to watchin the 
coming years 

Beamer's recruiting strategy is simple: Put his state on lockdown while reaching 
into North Carolina and perhaps one or two other southem states. They signed an 
amazing 24 in-state prospects this season in a good year for Virginia talent. Tech didn't 
bring in a quarterback this year, butt did bring in seven athletes, meaning this class 
could take any number of shapes down the road. 


O  : 


OREGON 

QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-2, OL-2, DL-2, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2 

Once again, Oregon had a successful recruiting year. The Ducks didn't overem- 
phasize any one position and put together a balanced class of prospects from all over 
the country. 

It would have been nice if the Ducks could have landed defensive end Ethan 
Johnson, the No. 1 prospect in the state, who signed with Notre Dame. Nonetheless, 
they did well for themselves. Junior college defensive tackle Justin Thompson has a 
lot of upside and should provide immediate depth. Junior college running back LaGar- 
rette Blount is a true bruiser at 6-2, 235 pounds. Athlete Chris Harper has great 


NATIONAL 
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‘speed and an excellent build and was rated the No. 2 prospect 
in Kansas, Watch out for Hamani Stevens, the No. 2 center in the country, and Nick 
Cody, an offensive tackle and the No. 3 prospect in the state of Washington. 

‘Oregon didn’t need a huge haul this year, but the Ducks met most of their needs 
‘adequately, We've become accustomed to seeing good classes out ofthis program 
and the quality is high in this group. 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-5 

Considering his consistency and his success, i's hard to believe Tommy Tuberville 
could be called underappreciated. Many believe that’s the case, though. Year in and 
year out, you can bank on three things with regard to Aubum: The Tigers are going to 
bbe tough on the road, they're going to play good defense and they're going to recruit 
well. The Tigers brought in 29 prospects in the class, headlined by some top-fight tal- 
ent. The depth is there at running back, defensive line and defensive back. 

Five-star defensive end Raven Gray was the No. 4 junior college prospect in the 
‘country. At 6-4, 260 pounds, he runs the 40-yard dash in 4.6 seconds and could be 
a load for SEC offensive lines to handle. On the other side of the line, Auburn signed 
five-star Hargrave Military Academy offensive tackle Jermaine Johnson. At 6-6, 309 
pounds, he has a college-ready body and all the tools to protect a quarterback's blind- 
side, Athletes T’Sharvan Bell and DeRon Furr have dynamic playmaking ability. Bell 
is the faster of the two, but at 6-3 and 212 pounds, Furr could have an earlier impact. 
Watch out for undersized running back Onterio McCalebb, an all-purpose prospect 
Who has the speed to change a game. 

‘Auburn signed 10 in-state prospects, though Alabama hoarded much of the 
state's top talent. The Tigers found success in Florida, where they also picked up 10 
prospects. They found some elite talent from junior colleges and prep schools as well 
Overall, this class checks in at No, 5 in the Southeastem Conference. 


play for Spurrier. 
There are two quarterbacks inthis class, and it will be interesting to see if they 
play this fall, Also, watch out forthe young defensive linemen in Columbia; they look 
like big-time players. 
Of South Carolina's 23 signees, just seven were in-state prospects, Part of that is 
because rival Clemson and some other schools signed some of the state's top talent; 
some of it was the Gamecocks sttt looking o prep schools and the state of Georgia 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-5, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-2 

This isn't Ron Zook’s best class, but the 28 signees will add depth, speed and 
strength to an ever-improving roster. This class is heavy on line prospects and should 
make the lini tough to deal with in the trenches in the coming seasons. 

Zook and his staff signed two good defensive tackles. They signed 6-3, 
260-pounder Corey Liuget from Florida, even though the likes of LSU, Miami and 
Georgia were hot on his tral. He's one ofthe most athletic tackles you're going to find 
at the high schoo! level. He's joined by Reggie Ellis, the No. 26 defensive tackle in 
the country and the top prospect in the District of Columbia. On the other side of the 
line, Graham Pocic is a load at 6-7, 316 pounds. The No. 5 prospect in llinois, Pocic 
looks like a big-time biindside protector in the Big Ten. linois had some success in the 
prep school ranks as well. Donsay Hardeman, who spent time at Georgia Military 
‘Academy, looks the part ofa Big Ten safety and should make big contributions in his 
frst season. The lini also found one of the nation’s top tight ends in Hubie Graham. 
He might not be a devastating blocker yet, but he'll provide quarterbacks with an extra 
threat downfield 

Zook is about as good as recruiter as youl find, and it showed once again, He 
signed four prospects from the nation’s capital, four from the Sunshine State and four 
from the Chicago area 


AD Avizona state | 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-1, OL-6, DL-7, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-2 

No one has ever doubted Dennis Erickson's ability to recruit and coach at an ex- 
tremely high level. In his one season at Arizona State, he already has won 10 games 
and put together the No. 21 class in the country. With 27 signees, the Sun Devils will 
be going into the 2008 season witha lot of young talent to add to what they have com- 
ing back. With seven defensive linemen and six defensive backs on board, look for a 
dofensive overhaul in the near futur, 

Athlete Gerell Robinson was a huge pickup for Arizona Stale. The 6-4 
210-pound prospect was the No. 1 senior in Arizona last fall and the No. 8 athlete in 
the country. He doesn't have blazing speed, but he moves well and spumed offers 
from schools such as USC, Florida and Notre Dame. Defensive back Jarrell Barbour 
is another big-time athlete with the kind of size collage coaches crave in the secondary. 
He was the No. 9 safety in the country. Expect running back Ryan Bass to carve out a 
role for himself early in his college career. The 5-10, 186-pounder from California runs 
the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds and was rated the No. 2 all-purpose prospect in the 
country. There also is plenty of solid defensive line talent coming aboard. 

Nine of the 27 signees are from Arizona. There were several other schools target- 
ing key prospects in the state, so the Sun Devils did well to lock up three of the top five 
prospects in the state. California always must be an integral part of ASU's recruiting 
strategy, and the 14 signees from that state are high-quality athletes 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-2, ST-1 

The Gamecocks struggled mightily in the latter part of the 2007 season, but that 
didn't stop them from putting together a solid recruiting class. Steve Spurrier still is 
{tying to leave his mark on the program. Defensive back is a position that has excelled 
in recent years, and if this class is any indication, it should continue to be a position of 
strength 

Charles Whitlock, a 5-11, 172-pound defensive back from Chester, S.C., is 
‘one of South Carolina's top commitments. The athletic comer was rated the No. 3 
prospect in the Palmetto State. He's joined by a pair who prepped at Fork Union and is 
physically ready to make a difference in the SEC. Antonio Allen is impressive at 6-2, 
190 pounds and he has a knack for making plays. Akeem Auguste has just as much 
potential and is faster than Allen. Jarriel King hails from Georgia Miltary Academy 
‘and looks like an SEC defensive lineman at 6-7, 285 pounds. He might not have great 
speed, but he’s strong and puts a lot of pressure on opposing offensive linemen. Watch 
‘out for fellow defensive end Chaz Sutton, who turned down a lot of solid programs to 


Cc 24 Washington 


QB-2, RB-4, WR-4, OL-6, DL-3, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1 

Washington signed 26 prospects. This class is heavy on running backs, wide 
receivers and offensive linemen, and it looks as if the newcomers could provide a big 
upgrade right away. 

Defensive end Kavario Middleton was a big pickup. The 6-6, 250-pounder was 
the top player in Washington, He should bring a lot of athleticism to the position, Fellow 
defensive end Everette Thompson was rated the No. 10 prospect at his position 
in the country and the No. 2 overall prospect in the state of Washington. Chris Polk 
‘was ranked the No. 4 all-purpose back in the country and he did it all as a senior in 
California. Allen Carroll and Alameda Ta'amu are two offensive linemen who should 
make things tough for opponents in the coming seasons. 

Despite fielding teams that have struggled, Tyrone Willingham managed to put 
together a good recruiting class. He signed four of the top five and 12 of the top 15 
prospects in the state. California was an integral part of the Huskies’ strategy this year 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-1, OL-5, DL-4, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1 

Missouri followed up a remarkable season with a solid recruiting class, giving 
Tigers fans hope that they can expect more of the same, Missouri's wide-open, high 
scoring offense appealed to some top-fight skil-postton recruits. Overall there's alot 
of quality inthis clas. 

Undoubtedly the top recruit is quarterback Blaine Gabbert, Originally a Nebraska 
commitment, Gabbert changed his mind and decided to stay closer to his St. Louis-area 
home. The 6-5, 226-pound pocket passer looks the part of an NFL quarterback and 
‘may have the strongest arm of any incoming freshman. He was the No. 1 prospect in 
Missouri and the No. 1 pro-syle quarterback in the country. Gabbert will benefit from 
the protection of guard Dan Hoch, also a former Nebraska commitment. The 6-7, 
302-pounder was the No. 1 player in lowa and the No. 18 guard in the country. Tight 
end Andrew Jones, a 6-5, 228-pounder, will be a good target for anyone behind 
center. He was the No. 2 player in Missouri and the No. 14 tight end nationally 

Missouri is a classic case of a program capitalizing on its on-field success. The 
Tigers were able to lock down some of the top talent in their own state and managed 
to reach into Texas and Ohio to fil out the class. They certainly benefited from 
Nebraska's struggles and coaching change. With another good season, Mizzou's 
reputation should only improve with high school recruits 
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INCOMING 


FRESHMEN 


RATING 
QUARTERBACKS 


6-6/235, 
65/226 


HT./WT, HOMETOWN/SCHOOL 


Terrelle Pryor 
Blaine Gabbert 
Dayne Grist 6-5/228 
Ed, Manvel 65/215 

59. Mike Glennon 6-6/194 

68, Andrew Luck 6.41215 


Jeannette (Pa.) 

Ballwin (Mo.) Parkway West 
Sherman Oaks (Cali) Notre Dame 
Virginia Beach (Va.) Bayside 
Centreville (Va.) Westfield 
Houston (Texas) Stratford 


RUNNING BACKS 


6-0/204 
6-0/210 
510/192 
510/165) 
510/213 
6-0/188 
510/186 
510/209 


Darrell Scott 
dJesmie Calhoun 
Ryan Williams 
DeSean Hales 
Jonas Gray 

Cyrus Gray 

yan Bass 
De'Anthony Curtis 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


64215 


‘Ventura (Calif) St. Bonaventure 
Van (Texas) 

‘Manassas (Va.) Stonewall Jackson 
Kein (Texas) Oak 

Detroit (Mich,) County Day 
DeSoto (Texas) 

Corona (Calf) Centennial 

Camden (Ark.) Fairview 


ullo Jones 
Ad. Green 
DeVier Posey 
DeAndre Brown 
Jonathan Baldwin 
Michael Floyd 
Darryl Stonum 
Jameel Owens 
Aldarius Johnson 
dosha darboe 
Chris Toliver 
vet Fuller 
Brice Butler 
Tommy Streeter 
Tavartes King 

95, Dan Buckner 

99, Kemonte Bateman 


TIGHT ENDS 


20. ‘Kyle Rudolph 
31. Blake Ayles 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


67/008 
6-6/290 


Foley (Ala) 
Summerville (S,C.) 

Cincinnati (Ohio) La Salle 

Ocean Springs (Miss.) 

Aliquippa (Pa.) 

St.Paul (Minn. Cretin-Derham Hall 
Sugar Land (Texas) Dules 
‘Muskogee (Okla) 

‘Miami (Fla) Northwestern 
Ellenwood (Ga.) Cedar Grove 
Rayvlle (La) 

Mekinney (Texas) Boyd 

Norcross (Ga.) 

Miami (Fl) Northwestern 

Mt. Airy (a) Habersham Central 
Alen (Texas) 

Los Angeles (Cali) Crenshaw 


69/210 
6-2/200 
69/195 
6-1/180 
64/202 
6-278 
6-6/200 
6-1/169 
64/209 
6-076 


66/229 
64/245 


Cincinnati (Ohio) Elder 
Orange (Cai) Lutheran 


Mike Adams 
Baker Steinkuhler 
Matt Kall 6-77281 
Michael Brewster 6-6/805 
Tyron Smith 6-5/260 
Matt Patchan 6-71265 
Stephen Good 

Tyler Love 


‘Dublin (Ohia) Coffman 
Lincoln (Neb.) Southwest 

Anaheim (Calit) Servite 

Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater 

Moreno Valley (Cal,) Rancho Verde 
Setfner(Fia) Armwood 

Paris (Texas) 

Mountain Brook (Ala) 


Ohio State 
Missouri 
Notre Dame 
Florida State 
NC State 
Stanford 


Colorado 
Oklahoma 


Notre Dame 
Texas A&M 
Arizona State 
Arkansas 


Alabama 
Georgia 

Ohio State 
Souther Miss 
Pittsburgh 
Notre Dame 
Michigan 
Okahoma 
Miami 
Oklahoma. 
su 

Tevas ASM 
USC 

Miami 
Georgia 
Teas 
Arizona State 


Ohio State 
Nebraska 
usc 

Ohio stat 
uso 
Florida 
Oklahoma 
Alabama 


Trevor Robinson 
Lucas Nix 

Dann O'Neil 
AJ, Harmon, 
Barrett Jones 
4.8, Shugarts 
Bryce Givens 


DEFENSIVE ENDS 


66/904 
66/295 
68/231 
6-4/308 
65271 
67/239 
66/257 


Omaha (Neb.) Elkhorn 
Jefferson Hills (Pa) Thomas Jefferson 
Grand Haven (Mich.) 

Louisville (Ga.) Jefferson County 
Memphis (Tenn.) ECS: 

Klein (Texas) 

Denver (Colo,) Mullen 


Notre Dame 
Pittsburoh 
Michigan 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Ohio State 
Colorado 


DaQuan Bowers, 

Rw. Washington 
an Johnson 

Wes Horton 

Nick Perry 

Kavario Middleton 

Toby Jackson 


DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


7. Marcus Forston 
17. Omar Hunter 
42. Armond Armstead 
45, DeAngelo Tyson 
50, Humphrey 
Garrett Goebel 
Corey Liuget 
Stacey MoGee 


LINEBACKERS 


62230 
647210 
62/220 
6-3/222 
62/220 
62210 
63/202 
6-4/235 
6-0/206 
511/216 
64215 
69/230 
6-0/226 
61/218 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


5, Patrick Johnson 
35, ‘Alonzo Lawrence 
36. Aaron Willams 64/175 
38, Brandon Harris 510/174 
44. Boubacar Gissoko —5-8/171 
48. 0, Monroe 5-9/165 
51, Janoris Jenkins = 5-11/180 
61, Ramon Buchanan 6-0/181, 
63. Aaron Hester 6-0/180 
71. Rahim Moore 6-0/185 
82, TJ. Bryant 64/175 
90, Joseph Ibiloye 62/195 
92. Brandon Taylor S4176 


ATHLETES 


will Hil 
Richard Samuel 
Burton Sco 

Lamar Thomas 

Barron 

Devoe Torrence 
Jarmon Forston 
Gerell Robinson 


6-4/267 
69/245 
6-4/266 
66/240 
6-4/235 
66/250 
64/244 


Bamberg (S.C.) Bamberg-Ehrhardt 
Keller (Texas) Fossil Ridge 
Portland (Ore) Lincoln 

Sherman Oaks (Cali) Notre Dame 
Detroit (Mich.) Martin Luther King 
Lakewood (Wash, Lakes 

Gritfin (Ga.) 


6-2/286 
641/295 
6-4/287 
6-2276 
62/280 
6-5/264 
6-3/260 
65/255 


Miami (Fa) Northwestern 
Buford (Ga.) 

Bik Grove (Calif.) Pleasant Grove 
Statesboro (Ga.) 

Cedar Hil (Tex 

Lombard ({tl,) Montini 

Hialeah (Fla.) 

Muskogee (Okla) 


16. Nigel Bradham 
23. Arthur Brown 
34, Jerrell Harris 

46, llenne Sabino 
62, Lynn Katoa 

65, Marcus Robinson 
67. Jordan Futch 
73, Brendan Beal 
74, Ryan Baker 

81, Brandon Beachum 
83, Willam Green 
89, Darius Fleming 
97. Uona Kavienga 
100. Nick Moody 


Cravifordvile (Fla.) Wakulla 
Wichita (Kan.) Wichita East 

Gadsden (Ala) Gadsden City 

Miami (Fla) Dr. Krop 

Salt Lake City (Utah) Cottonwood Sr. 
Homestead (Fla.) 

Hollywood (Fia.) Chaminade Madonna 
Bethlehem (Pa,) Liberty 

Blountstown (Fia.) 

Youngstown (Ohio) Cardinal Mooney 
Hoover (Ala.) Spain Park 

Chicago (I) St. Rita 

Los Angeles (Cali) Leuzinger 
Philadelphia (Pa.) Roman Catholic 


64193 
64/187 


Pompano Beach (Fla.) Ely 
Lucedale (Miss,) George County 
Round Rock (Texas) McNeil 
‘Miami (Fla) Booker T. Washington 
Detroit (Mich,) Cass Tech 
Angleton (Texas) 

Pahokee (Fla) 

Melbourne (Fi.) Palm Bay 
Compton (Cal) Dominguez 

Los Angeles (Cali) Dorsey 
Tallahassee (Fla. Lincoln 

Garland (Texas) South Garland 
Franklinton (La.) 


63/208 
6-097 
511/194 
541/81 
627202 
62210 
63/220 
54/210 
5-10201 


City (Na) St. Peters Prep 
Cartersville (Ga.) Cass 
Prichard (Ala) Vigor 
Fort Washington (Md) Friendly 
Mobile (Ai) St. Pau's 
‘Massillon (Ohio) Washington 
Columbus (Ga.) Carver 
Chandler (Ariz.) Hamilton 
Beaumont (Texas) Central 
Anaheim (Calif) Servite 


Clemson 
Oklahoma 
Notre Dame 
USC 

usc 
Washington’ 
Georgia 


Miami 
Florida 
us 
Georgia 
Texas 
Ohio State 
Minis 
Oflehoma 


Florida State 
Mami 
Alabama 
Ohio State 
Colorado 
Miami 
Miami 
Florida 

Ls 

Penn State 
Florida 
Notre Dame 
usc 

Florida State 


usu 
Alabama 
Texas 
Miami 
Michigan 
Texas 
Florida 
Mami 
UCLA 
UCLA 
usc 
Oklahoma 
su 


Florida 
Georgia 
Alabama 
Ohio State 
Alabama 
Florida State 
Aizona State 
Texas A&M 
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Ja'Ron Stokes Philadelphia (PA) Northeast 
Josh Nunes Upland (CA) Upland 

Corey Adams Scottstlale (AZ) Saguaro 

C.J. Bamett ; Clayton (OH) Northimont 
‘Jordan Whiting {Louisville (KY) Trinity 

Eric Shrive Scranton (PA) West Scranton 
Edwin Baker 7 (Oak Park (Ml) Oak Park 


TOP H IGH SCHOOL Tate Foret 7 San Digo (CA) Srpps Ranch 
Ss Ee ped L oO R Ss Ronnie Wingo St. Louis (MO) St. Louis University. 
| yan Mossakowski Frisco (TX) Centennial 
| Frankie Tetfort ‘Miami (FL) Gulliver Prep 
in Brent : Dalia (TX) S Oak Cif 
“eranie Boyd Gastonia (NC) Ashbrook 
RK NAME Trent Richardson Pensacola (FL) Escambia 
Matt Barkley 7 Santa Ana (CA) Mater Dei Sam Montgomery 4 Greenwood (SC) Greenwood 
Jamarkus MeFarland Lufkin (7X) Lufkin Thomas Asheraft (Cedar Hill (1X) Cedar Hil 
Cierre Wood Oxnard (CA) Santa Clara Chis Watt Glenn Ellyn (IL) Glenbard West 
Russell Shepard Houston (TX) Cypress Ridge Keenan Davis Cedar Rapids (IA) Washington 
\Jacobbi McDaniel Greenville (FL) Madison Ero Fields Warner Robins (GA) Northside 
MantiTe'0 : Honolulu (Hl) Punahou ‘Anthony Latota Princeton (Ns) Hun School 
Rueben Randle & Bastrop (LA) Bastrop Lary Caper Battle Creek (Ml) Batle Creek Central 
Devon Kennard Phoenix (AZ) Desert Vista Chris Whaley Macisonvilla (TX) Madisonville 
Bryce Brown : Wichita (KS) East Tyler Gatiney + ‘San Diego (CA) Cathedral Catholic 
William Campbell : Detroit (Ml) Cass Tech Tana Patrick z ‘Stevenson (AL) N. Jackson 
Garrett Gilbert Austin (TX) Lake Travis ‘John Martinez Murray (UT) Cottonwood 
Marion Brown ; ‘Memphis (TN) Harding Academy Greg Timmons 95 Aldine (TX) Eisenhower 
Dre Kirkpatrick Gadsden (AL) Gadsden City Jeremy Smith 4 Tulsa (OK) Union: 
Dorian Bell : Monroeville (PA) Gateway Desmond Scott 78 Durham (NC) Hilside 
Vontaze Burfct 2 Corona (CA) Centennial Craig Crawiord z Huntington (WV) Huntington 
Jarvis Jones Columbus (GA) Carver NuKeese Richardson Pahokee (FL) Pahokee 
Tyrik Rolison Sulphur Springs (TX) Eddie Lacy 1 DDutchtown (LA) Dutehdown 
Kevin Newsome c Chesapeake (VA) Wester Branch Montrell Conner i Monroe (LA) Ouachita 
Chris Davenport Mansfield (LA) Mansfield Xavier Nixon : Fayetteville (NC) Jack Brit 
Craig Loston ‘Aldine (TX) Nimite Morrell Presley Carson (CA) Carson 
Randall Caroll 11 175 Los Angeles (CA) Cathedral Donavan Tate s Cartersvile (GA) Cartersville 
Logan Heastie (Chesapeake (VA) Great Bridge Jelani Jenkins 4 Wheaton (MD) Good Cousel 
Craig Drummond Chicago (IL) Morgan Park Deane Coleman Seattle (WA) Garfield 
Tom Savage Philadelphia (PA) Cardinal O'Hara Theo Riddick 3 Somerville (NJ) immaculata 
Lamar Miller 5 Miami (FL) Kilian Terry Hawthorns : E, St Louis (IL) East 
Marcus Hall Cleveland (OH) Glenville Nick Kase 5 Broomfield (C0) Legacy 
Justin Chaisson Las Vegas (NV) Bishop Gorman Lonnie Pryor Okeechobee (FL) Okeechobee 
Nico ohnson e ‘Anialusia (AL) Andalusia DeVonte. Holloman Charlotte (NC) Independence 
Dion Sims : Othard Lake (MI) St. Mary's Marlon Pollard : Valencia (CA) Valencia 
Patrick Hall Ventura (CA) St. Bonaventure Nick Alajajan Naples (FL) Naples 
Rolando Jettrson 7 Fresno (CA) Edison (Chis Fields Harvey (OM) Painesville 
Jamie Wood Pickerington (OH) Central Kevin Graf Agoura (CA) Agoura 
Mason Walters : Wolforth (TX) Frenship Jared Wheeler Plantation (FL) Ametican Heriatge 
Shaquelle Evans Inglewood (CA) Inglewood Michael Brockers Houston (TX) Chavez 
Gabe Lynn Jenks (OK) Jenks Chris Thompson Greenville (FL) Madison 
Did Fuker 7 Foley (AL) Foley SK Jay Greenville (SC) Christ Church 
Wille Downs Tallahassee (FL) Godby Brandon MeGee Lauderhill (FL) Plantation 
John Simon Youngstown (OH) Cardinal Mooney E,J, Banks MoKees Rock (PA) Montour 
Donte Moss Jacksonville (NC) Northside ‘Antwan Lowery ‘Miami (Ft) Columbus 
David Okw 8) Midwest City(OK) Cart Albert Tal: McDonald Fresno (CA) Edison 
Kraig Appleton East St. Lous (IL) East St. Louis Kendall Kelly : Gadsden (AL) Gadsden City 
dustin Tuer Massillon (OH) Washington Ad. McCarron Mobile (AL) St. Paul's 
Ad. Murray Tampa (FL) Plant Pat Paterson Macon (MS) Noxubee 
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By Bobby Burton 
Rivals.com 


OVERVIEW: The Sooners reined in the top class in the Big 12 
the same way they have so many other times in their storied history — 
they raided the state of Texas. Of the Sooners’ 21 signees, 11 are from 
Texas. The Sooners landed the state's top three recruits in running 
back Jermie Calhoun (Van), defensive end R.J. Washington (Keller) 
and offensive tackle Stephen Good (Paris). 


ILINER: \t's hard to pick from a class littered with blue 
chippers, but Calhoun was the No. 2 running back in the country. With 
his size, he brings something a little different to the table than the 
backs already on campus. 

SLEEPER: Defensive tackle Casey Walker committed to OU in 
June 2007 and was forgotten by some. But he’s a stout run-stuffer and 
one of the Texans signed by the Sooners. 

BOTTOM LIME: If teams in the Big 12 were hoping to close 
the talent gap with the Sooners, they didn’t do it. The Sooners’ strong 
showing in Texas is Oklahoma's second-best since Stoops took over 
in Norman. The only negative for OU rests in its relatively lackluster 
performance outside of Texas and Oklahoma. 


OVERVIEW: Mack Brown has this recruiting thing down pat. No, 
the Longhorns didn't lasso their usual top-10 class, but they clearly have 
their act in order. Of the 20 prospects who signed, 12 were ranked at least 
four-star prospects. Only Oklahoma fared as well among Big 12 teams. 

R: With two of the past three Thorpe Award 
trophies residing in Austin, it's only natural for the Longhorns to attract 
some of the nation’s best recruits to their secondary. They didn’t have 
to go far for Aaron Williams, who is from Round Rock (near Austin). 
Williams is a 6-1, 175-pounder with 4.4 speed who was the state’s 
top-rated defensive back. 


SLEEPER: Emmanuel Acho was lightly regarded because of 
his private-school background, but he showed signs of being among 
the state’s most talented linebackers. And being a sleeper isn’t new to 
the family. The same was said of his brother Sam, a 2007 Longhorn 
recruit, who ended up playing surprising minutes last fall. 

BOTTOM LINE: The Longhorns got bit a little by Oklahoma's 
success in the state of Texas. But that seems to be a back-and-forth 
scenario that the national powers seem comfortable with these days. 
Texas used December and January to start on this year’s stout group 
—Texas already has 17 commitments for the class of 2009. 


Po) 


OVERVIEW: Dan Hawkins and his staff proved early that they 
could récruit on a high level. Following the 2006 season, in which they 


Colorado 


RECRUITING 


won just two games, the Buffs signed the fifth-best 
class in the Big 12. Then, while playing a record number 
of freshmen, they earned bowl eligibility last fall. It allowed the 
staff to sell recruits on the possibility for early playing time and to sell 
a program on the rise. The 2008 class ranked 15th nationally, the 
school's best since 2002. 


LINER: Running back Darrell Scott is one of the most 
highly regarded prospects to ever sign with Colorado. A spectator at 
the Buffaloes’ final scrimmage this spring, Scott signed autographs 
and took pictures for nearly two hours. 


SLEEPER: Running back Rodney Stewart averaged 10.8 yards 
per carry as a senior. He also made a number of big plays as a kick 
and punt returner. It will be interesting to see if Stewart becomes part 
of the running back rotation. 


BOTTOM LINE: \f the Buffs continue to show improvement in 
terms of wins and losses, the staff will be in good position to continue 
stock-piling highly ranked prospects. But it won't be easy because they 
face a murderous 2008 schedule. It includes a three-week stretch in 
which they play West Virginia, Florida State and Texas. 
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OVERVIEW: Mike Sherman is an old offensive line coach, 
so it should come as no surprise that — after evaluating film over the 
winter — he decided the lines on both sides of the ball needed re- 
stocking. Of the 24 recruits who signed, 11 are linemen (six offense, 
five geen 

The program had seen its ties to former players 
tattered under former coach Dennis Franchione. The signing of Jeff 
Fuller, a gifted 6-4 receiver whose dad played in Aggieland before 
heading to the NFL, was a statement from Sherman. Fuller had com- 
mitted to Oklahoma before switching to the Aggies after Sherman’s 
hiring. 

SLEEPER: Defensive lineman Eddie Brown is the type of local 
product — just down the road in Waller — that used to be a staple of 
A&M's program. The Aggies were able to swoop in in mid-January 
and steal Brown away from Nebraska. 

BOTTOM LINE: The recruiting class was almost a complete 
mess when Sherman arrived in January. But Sherman and his as- 
sistants worked diligently, relied on some old ties in the Texas high 
school coaching community and put together a better-than-expected 
group. 


So] 


OVERVIEW: |t was the best year in decades for Mizzou — 
Not just on the field, where they won the Big 12 North, but also on 
the recruiting trail. The Tigers finished No. 25 in the country. In all, 23 
Pare signed, 


2: The biggest fish to jump on-board was five-star 
sata Blaine Gabbert (6-5, 226). Gabbert is a blue-chip quar- 
terback with surprising mobility and a cannon for an arm. He was 
named the top high school senior at the Elite 11 quarterback camp 
last summer. 

SLEEPER: Injured much of his junior year, linebacker Will 
Ebner had a strong senior year and was unearthed by one of five 
Tigers coaches who recruit Texas exclusively. The primary competi- 
tion for Ebner was C-USA program Houston. 


BOTTOM LINE: The Mizzou coaching staff wants to close 
the state borders, and they signed six of the top eight prospects in the 
state. Mission accomplished. The coaching staff also wants Texas to 
be its second home, and they signed 12 prospects from the Lone Star 
State. Mission accomplished. 


OVERVIEW/: For the second year in a row, Oklahoma State 
landed just outside of the Rivals.com top 25 in team recruiting rank- 
ings. It may be that no school did a better job of filling its needs than 
OSU, though. The eight-player junior college class likely is a one-time 


thing for the Cowboys under Mike Gundy, but it was needed to 
upgrade the defensive talent on hand. 


HEADLINER: Four-star athlete Kye Staley will be an impact 
player for the Pokes; the question is where. He'll get a shot at running 
back first, but also could project to linebacker, safety or even an 
H-back role in the offense. 

SLEEPER: Wide receiver Justin Blackmon displayed a skill- 
set that OSU's offensive coaches covet. He also has the size (6-2, 
190) to have an impact when drills begin in August, An opportunity 
exists for a newcomer to emerge at wide receiver. 


BOTTOM LINE: Gundy and defensive coordinator Tim 
Beckman decided they needed to sign players who were capable of 
contributing immediately and, for the most part, that meant mining 
the junior college ranks. There are some high school gems as well, 
such as defensive backs Markelle Martin and Victor Johnson and 
defensive lineman Nigel Nicholas. 


Kansas State 


OVERVIEW: After a 5-7 finish in 2007, Ron Prince knew 
his program was in need of an immediate talent boost. He decided 
mining the junior colleges was the best way to go. K-State signed 19 
junior college prospects and will be counting on many of them to help 
out upon arrival in Manhattan. 

i The Wildcats desperately need a true nose 
tackle to make their 3-4 defense effective, and that's something the 
6-3, 322-pound Daniel Calvin could provide. The junior college star 
tured down Nebraska and Texas Tech, among others, in hopes of 
becoming an immediate starter at K-State. 


SLEEPER: K-State’s offensive line needs to improve under 
Prince, and junior college transfer Wade Weibert could play a big role up 
front after arriving on campus in time for spring practice. Even if Weibert 
doesn't start, he'll at least be expected to provide immediate depth. 


BOTTOM LINE: Despite the high number of junior college 
products, Prince says he put together a good 2008 class. If he's right, 
the Wildcats should be back in a bow! this season. If the class doesn't 
pan out, though, the pressure could start mounting on Prince. 


tite 


OVERVIEW: When Bo Pelini was hired, he didn't have a lot 
of time to solidify the previous regime's recruiting class. In fact, he 
was thrown to the wolves immediately, with 14 previous commitments 
eventually opting to sign elsewhere. But Pelini and his staff recovered 
well with a top-30 class — including the most Texas prospects signed 
by Nebraska in a decade — and several key pickups. 


: There is no question five-star offensive tackle 

Baker Steinkuhler leads the way. The only debate is whether 
Steinkuhler will line up at offensive tackle, where he has plenty of 
long-term value, or play on the interior defensive line, where he 
starred in high school. 

SLEEPER: Kyler Reed will be one to watch this fall. He could 
be a big receiving threat as a tight end or H-back, something the 
Huskers have lacked. Reed’s production in high school could trans- 
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late to major-college ball earlier than many think. 


BOTTOM LIME: Despite several decommitments after 
Pelini's hiring, he and his staff stuck with it coming down the 
stretch. A top-30 class considering the chaos that surrounded the 
program is quite a feat. The only real need they probably would 
have liked to address better was defensive tackle, where they 
only signed one prospect. 


OVERVIEW: Mark Mangino continues to take players without 
a lot of recruiting recognition and turn them into major contributors 
(and even stars) for his program. The 2008 class has a few recruits 
with more star power than previous years, thanks, no doubt, to the 
Jayhawks’ Orange Bowl campaign. A smaller group than many 
schools — 20 signees — amounted to just the No. 40 ranked class in 
the country, but the newcomers should help in the areas the program 
needed to address. 


The star is running back Jocques Crawford. One 
of the biggest departures for the Jayhawks was senior running back 
Branden McAnderson. Crawford will be counted on to fill that void as 
well as add another level of explosiveness to the team’s offense. 


SLEEPER: |f all goes well for Darius Parish in the transition to 
college football, he could make an immediate impact on the defensive 
line. At 6-3, 325 pounds, Parish — from Wichita, Kan. — has the size 
to play in the Big 12, 

BOTTOM LIME: Winning the Orange Bowl and finishing 12-1 
in the 2007 season was a big accomplishment for the Jayhawks. The 
good news for Mangino is that he doesn’t have that many key losses 
from the team. The 2008 recruiting class addressed the positions of 
need and did it with players who can play immediately. 


OVERVIEW: Mike Leach's recruiting classes gradually have 
gotten better and better during his tenure on the west Texas plains. Al- 
though this class was among the smallest he has signed, it's functional 
because of the impact players the Red Raiders added to the defensive 
line from the junior college ranks. Leach also is particularly good at 
finding players that fit what he wants, and he thinks he did that again 
with this class. 


ER: There is no question that big expectations sur- 
round defensive end Brandon Sesay. There aren't many times when 
Tech can claim it signed a prospect with more than 70 scholarship 
offers, but that is the case here. Sesay is big enough to play on the 
inside and fast enough to play on the outside. Expect the junior college 
transfer to be used in about every way imaginable. 

SLEEPER: How quickly Cornelius Douglas can adjust to being 
a full-time receiver will determine how soon he'll get on the field. For 
the first time, he'll get to focus on perfecting just one craft, so he could 
prove to be a steal. 

BOTTOM LINE: With only 14 seniors, Leach had a limited 
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amount of scholarships to work with and wanted to use them carefully. 
The Red Raiders addressed some immediate needs on the defensive 
line and added a potential future starter at quarterback. Leach also 
landed the best running back he says he ever has signed. Tech also 
brought aboard several other complementary pieces. 


OVERVIEW/: New coach Art Briles had a short time to put 
together this class, but he was able to settle in nicely by grabbing 
quarterback Robert Griffin shortly after accepting the job. In the final 
days leading up to National Signing Day, he also snared the likes of 
Kendall Wright, Tracy Robertson, and Brandon Garrett to solidify 
“need” positions. 

fb LIN Kendall Wright is the guy most likely to see 
action from Day One. The wide receiver gives the Bears a playmaker 
they don’t currently have on the roster. And in Briles' offense, Wright is 
likely to get the ball in a number of ways. 


SLEEPER: Comerback Trentson Hill is a big athlete who 
comes in at a need position and is a prime candidate for early playing 
time. Considering he burst onto the recruiting scene late, he could 
really leave his mark as a true freshman. 


BOTTOM LINE: With a coaching change comes decommit- 
ments, and Baylor saw several prospects head elsewhere. But Briles 
and his staff were able to close on some solid prospects and were 
able to bring in the Bears’ highest-rated recruit in Griffin. They also 
won a few battles that went down to signing day, which is refreshing in 
Waco considering the past several years. 


Te 
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OVERVIEW: Gene Chizik is being given time to build lowa 
State's program in a planned and orderly fashion. After cobbling 
together a 2007 class that was almost half junior college prospects, 
Chizik and lowa State went almost exclusively with high school pros- 
pects in 2008. They have the same plan for ‘09. There’s a desire to 
win as soon as possible, but there is no selling out for a quick fix. lowa 
State will do it by developing its own talent. 

HEADLINER: |t has to be Sedrick Johnson, the four-star 
receiver from Arp, Texas, who made an 11th-hour switch from Texas 
A&M to lowa State. That recruiting victory shows that the Cyclones are 
prepared to do battle with more-established programs when it comes 
to recruiting. 

SLEEPER: |f depth becomes an issue in lowa State's second- 
ary, cornerback Leonard Johnson is the likely candidate to step in. 
He's athletic and said to be a quick study. 

BOTTOM LINE: The Cyclones didn't put together an attention- 
getting class, but the staff feels they addressed their needs. lowa State 
didn't take many chances when it comes to academics or character, 
so there’s plenty of reason to believe attrition will be minimal. 
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PICKING THE BIG 12 


Year of the QB Creates Tons of Optimism 


jhe 2008 season shapes up as the 
Te of the quarterback in the Big 12 
Conference. 

Only Iowa State will begin the season 
without a proven player at the position. 
Nebraska's Joe Ganz won't carry the tag of 
returning starter, but when given a chance 
in the final three games last season, he threw 
for almost 1,400 yards and 15 touchdowns. 

Missouri's Chase Daniel, Kansas’ Todd 
Reesing, Texas Tech's Graham Harrell and 
Oklahoma's Sam Bradford could find them- 
selves in Heisman Trophy contention if they 
repeat their 2007 performances. 

Texas (Colt McCoy), Texas A&M (Stephen 
McGee) and Kansas State (Josh Freeman) 
return two-year starters at the position, and 
Oklahoma State's Zac Robinson is coming off 
a record-setting season. 


Baylor's Blake Szymanski threw for 2,844 
yards — and might find himself third-string 
this fall behind two talented newcomers. 

The Colorado coach's son, Cody Hawkins, 
finished with 3,015 yards for the Buffaloes 
while showing increased maturity as the 
season progressed. 

“When you look at all the quarterbacks 
that are back,” OU coach Bob Stoops said, “it's 
going to make the whole league strong.” 

No one will argue that Stoops has one 
of the nation’s best young quarterbacks in 
Bradford. All he did last season was lead the 
nation in passing efficiency and set an NCAA 
freshman record with 36 touchdown passes. 
He also had streaks of 22 (a school record) 
and 21 consecutive completions. 

Bradford will operate behind one of the 
best offensive lines in the country, and 


Big 12 Conference Pick: 


opponents will find the Sooners’ defensive 
front one of the toughest to penetrate. 
Concerns about having to reload at line- 
backer and in the secondary were eased 
by a strong showing in the spring that left 
Stoops raving. 

“We had some young guys step up in both 
those places and play like the way we've 
played in the past,” Stoops said. “Our sec- 
ondary had as consistent and solid a spring 
as we've had here.” 

The Sooners will open the season tagged 
as the favorites to represent the South 
Division in the Big 12 Championship Game 
for the seventh time in the past nine sea- 
sons. If Oklahoma makes it, the Sooners 
could find themselves in a rematch because 
2007 North Division champion Missouri is 
ready for another title run ... and not just at 


1. Oklahoma 


GOOD NEWS. 


eee 
( Offensive and defensive lines rank 


among the nation’s best. 


BAD NEWS. 


Young secondary could be put under the 
gun in pass-happy Big 12. 


OUR CALL 


Sooners are capable of winning itall with Sam 


Bradford at the controls. 


eNutes, defense regain its bite? 


3. Texas Tech: (ten deni shart 


an Will Muschamp help Longhorns’ 


(Red Raiders return 36 players irom to- 


‘Jamaal Charles’ early exit to NFL leaves 
Texas searching for a No. 4 back. 


Tough schedule will test a team that won't have 
trouble scoring points. 


Questions persist whether defense can slow 
opponents’ rushing attack. 


ih potent offense an 


‘Expectations run 
improved defense. 


Electric Mike Goodson figures to get 


UiTexas ARM” iver ones anne gots Bink: 


if O-Line doesn’t improve, Goodson could 
find yards tough fo come by. 


Can Mike Sherman pump enthusiasm into under 
achieving outfit? 


(Gaonnae 
(Zac Robinson leads offense, but 
5. Oklahoma St; {cownoys must plecibig plagmaters 


Defense could again struggle if new faces 
don’t make immediate impact. 


‘Any chance OSU has of contend 
defensive improvement. 


——— 
6. Baylor New coach Art Briles offers Bears their 


Bast defensive playmaker, Jordan Lake, is 


coming off shoulder surgery. 


Briles faces tll order in trying to get Bears 
competitive in tough Big 12 South. 


injuries to Key personnel slowed defensive 
development in the spring. 


and Texas Tech aré-on it. 


~ Key defensive losses include leading tackler 


Jordon Dizon. 


Soft slate of 2007 iS gone; Texas, Oklahoma 


Season will be a disappointment if their bowl lacks 
BCS logo. 

That schedule is too tough for KU to repeat 2007 
level of success. 


Buffs look primed to continue progress in Dan 
Havikins’ third season. 


latest whiff of hope: 
1, Missouri Cee 
2. Kansas. Ca es 
3. Colorado C2: 
U. Nebraska weleran O-ne offers 08 oe Ganz and) 


RB Marlon Lucky room to go. 


Thexperience and outright holes could make 
defensive improvement slow. 


‘Bo Palin’ as his work cut out for him in head 
coaching debut, 


te, (G8 Josh Freeman andDL lan Campbell 


5: Kansas State can ne bigtime playmakers, 


[Addition of 19 junior college transfers 
appears act of a desperate coach. 


Wildcats need to show real improvement in Ron 
Prince's third season. 


( Can look forward to softer schedule; 


G: lowe State (Gy ee oulend Takis Tech erelvone. 


~ Depth’a concern for tear that was out- 


scored 192-114 after halftime in ‘07, 


ISU made strides in Chizi’s first season but stil > 
fas lots of ground to cover. 
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Lindy’s 2008 
ALL-BIG 12 Team 


QB Chase Daniel Sr. Missouri 
RB Marlon Lucky Sr. Nebraska 
RB DeMarco Murray So. Oklahoma 
WR Michael Crabtree So. Texas Tech’ 
WR. Jeremy Maclin So, — Missouri 
TE Brandon Pettigrew Sr. Oklahoma St. 
C Jon Cooper Sr. Oklahoma 
OL Duke Robinson Sr. Oklahoma 
OL Cedric Dockery Sr. Texas 
OL Phil Loadholt Sr. Oklahoma 
OL Louis Vasquez Sr. Texas Tech 
AP Jeremy Maclin So. Missouri 

Jeff Wolfert Sr. Missouri, 


Kansas State” 


QB Graham Harrell 
RB Michael Goodson 
RB. Alexander Robinson 
WR Juaquin Iglesias 
WR Dez Bryant 
TE Chase Coffman 
C Ryan Cantrell 
OL Brandon Walker 
OL Jason Smith 
OL Lydon Murtha 
OL Rylan Reed 
AP Marcus Herford 

K Ryan Bailey 


Sr. Texas Tech’ 
Jr. Texas A&M) 
So. lowa State 
Oklahoma 


Missouri 


DL Stryker Sulak Sr. 

DL DeMarcus Granger Jr. Oklahoma 
DL Kurtis Taylor Sr. lowa State 

DL Brandon Williams Jr. Texas Tech 

LB Rashad Bobino Sr. Texas: 

LB James Holt Sr. Kansas 
LB - Ryan Reynolds Jr. Oklahoma ~ 
DB. Allen Bell Jr. lowa State. 

DB Chris Harris So. Kansas 

DB Jacob Lacey Sr. Oklahoma St 
DB Larry Asante dr. Nebraska. 
P Matt Fodge St. Oklahoma St. 


DL {an Campbell Sr. 

DL Auston English dr, Oklahoma — 
DL George Hypolite Sr. — Colorado 
DL Brian Orakpo. Sr. Texas 
LB Joe Mortensen Sr. Kansas 
LB Sean Weatherspoon Jr. Missouri 
LB Joe Pawelek Jr. Baylor 
DB. William Moore Sr, Missouri — 
DB Nic Harris ‘Sr. Oklahoma, 
DB Jordan Lake Jr. Baylor 
DB Gary Chandler Sr. Kansas State 
P Justin Brantly Sr, 


Texas A&M 
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a league championship. 

The Tigers return 10 starters on defense. 
Theyll have to fill holes on offense in 
the line, at running back and at tight 
end, although Chase Coffman is more than 
a capable replacement for Martin Rucker. 
Wide receiver Jeremy Maclin is a huge threat 
any time he touches the ball; he set an NCAA 
freshman record for all-purpose yardage by 
averaging 208.7 yards per game. 

Then there's Daniel, a Heisman finalist 
as a junior when he threw for 4,170 yards 
and 33 touchdowns while completing 69.7 
percent of his pass attempts. 

“If you go back and look at it, teams 
generally do well when their quarterback 
is playing well,” Missouri coach Gary Pinkel 
said. “We have good people around him, but 
your quarterback is generally the difference 
in taking your team to another level. Chase 
does that for us.” 

Missouri's only losses last season were 
to Oklahoma. The second cost the Tigers 
a chance to play in a BCS bowl, with 
that slot going to the surprising Kansas 
Jayhawks. They scaled new heights, fin- 
ishing off a 12-1 season with a Orange 
Bowl victory over Virginia Tech. It was 
Kansas’ first New Year's Day bowl appear- 
ance in 39 seasons. 


Michael Crabtree 
WR, Texas Tech 


Most accurate passer 
Strongest arm 

Best scrambler 

Coolest in the clutch 
Toughest to bring down 
Best hands 
Most dangerous 


en threat 


HONOR ROLL 


Best run blocker 
jass rusher 


Reesing gives Mark Mangino’s program 
a chance to continue moving forward, 
although replacing both tackles and running 
back Brandon McAnderson are offensive pri- 
orities, while the loss of Aqib Talib and James 
McClinton create concems on defense. 

New Texas defensive coordinator Will 
Muschamp is being counted on to put some 
teeth into a defense that gave up more pass- 
ing yards than any Longhorns team since 
the school started compiling defensive sta- 
tistics in 1951. If Muschamp can put some 
fire back in that unit, Texas can make a run 
at Oklahoma. 

So can Texas Tech, where Harrell and All- 
American receiver Michael Crabtree headline 
a group that could be the best in Mike 
Leach’s nine seasons. 

Texas A&M has a new coach in Mike 
Sherman and enough talent to be produc- 
tive, while Oklahoma State has to shore up 
a defense that ranked 101st in total defense 
and offset the effectiveness of the nation’s 
seventh-best offense. 

Veteran Art Briles faces a mighty chal- 
lenge in taking over a Baylor team that went 
3-9 last season. “We're hunger and eager,” 
Briles said, “but we also play in the toughest 
conference in the country.” 

— Steve Pivovar 


Defensive Newcomer 
Player of the of the 
Year Year 


‘ 


a 


a 1. ARMY. 
William Moore Darrell Scott 
DB, Missouri RB, Colorado 


Graham Harrell 
Josh Freeman 


Jovorskie 
Michael Crabtree, WR 


Oklahom: 
Kansas 
Missouri 
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August 30 aoe ee, " 
Missouri vs. Ilinois (St. Louis) / Will ams repeat last season's shootout? 
August 31 =| 
Colorado vs. Col. St. (Denver) Intrastate rivalry makes for heated start to season, s 
September 13 ef 
Oklahoma at Washington Sooners’ toughest: non-conference test. a 
September 17 
Kansas State at Louisville Bill Snyder wouldn't have scheduled this one. 
September 20 
Miami at Texas ABM Win over ‘Canes would provide confidence boost. 
September 27 
Virginia Tech at Nebraske After three cupcakes, things get tougher for Bo Pelin. 
Colorado at Florida State Buffs often take on challenging non-conference foes 
October 4 
Texas at Colorado Trip to Boulder opens dificult league sked for Longhorns. 
Missouri at Nebraska Will Tigers break three-decade victory drought in Lincoln? 
October 11 
lowa State at Baylor League bottom-feeders get chance fora victory 
Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas) When this isn't huge, something's wrang in Norman or Austin, 
Nebraska at Texas Tech Huskers’ last visit to Lubbock ended in embarrassing rout. 
October 18 
Kansas at Oklahoma Jayhawks didn’t have to face Sooners last season, 
Missouri at Texas Following OU game, could this be a trep for Longhoms? 
October 25, 
Texas Tech at Kansas Winnep of this one shapes up as league's surprise team, 
November 1 
Nebraska at Oklahoma Always @ big one when old Big 8 rivals square off. 
Texas at Texas Tech Longhorns have struggled in recent visits ta Lubbock 
Kansas State at Kansas Even Toto gets excited about this one each year. 
November 8 
Oklshome at Texas ASM COnce-praud Wreckin’ Crew defense will have its hands full 
Kansas at Nebraska Jayhawks hung 76 on Huskers in Lawrence last. season. 
November 15 Big 12 champ BCS 
Texas at Kansas ‘Another tough addition to the schedule that will test KU's mettle (BCS title game if ranked No, 1 
November 22 or No. 2; otherwise Fiesta) 
Texas Tech at Oklahoma Red Raiders shocked Sooners out of '07 national title chase. a 8 eee vs. Sie aoe 

i oliday vs. Pac- 
Lively : Big 124 “Gators. ACG 
fexas ABM at Texas Classic match-up retums to Thanksgiving Day 
Big 12.44 or 5 Alamo Bowl vs. Big Ten No. 4 

November 28 Big12#5 “Sun vs. Pac-10 
Colorado at Nebraska Bow eligibility could be on the line in this one: Big 1246 Insight Bowl vs. Big 10 
November 29 Big 12#7 Independence vs, SEC 
Oklahoma at Oklehoma State No one needs to ask why they call it the Bedlam Series. Big 12 #8 Texas vs, C-USA or Big East 


Kansas vs. Missouri (Ken, City) _Givil War animosity stil lingers between these old rivals 


“The Gator must choose Big 12 teams twice ina four-year 
period te ACC team, When the Gator does not pick a Big, 
42 school, the Sun Bow thy cone to face a Pac-10 team, 


. Michael Crabtree Texas Tech . Size and speed make him a Top 10 pick. 

. Duke Robinson Oklahoma Dominating blocker has great athleticism for big man. 

. Jeremy Maclin Missouri . Amazing 4.2 speed and all-purpose skills. 

. William Moore Missouri . _ Size and hitting ability projects him as No. 1 ‘09 safety. 
. Phil Loadholt Oklahoma . Another wide-body Sooner with first-round potential. 

. Chase Coffman Missouri - No longer in Martin Rucker's shadow. 

. Nic Harris Oklahoma . Hard hitter with good size. 

. Brian Orapko Texas .  Abig final season would make his draft stock soar. 


% 
iS 
3 
iS 
~ 
Qu 
2 
: 
Q ; 
£ 9. Brandon Pettigrew Oklahoma St. Sr. Would off-field problems be a concern? 


10. Marlon Lucky Nebraska . _ Has strong appeal as all-purpose back. 
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AROUND THE BIG 12 


Ten Good Reasons for Losing Sleep 


efensive coordinators around the Big 12 
D (Conference had best catch up on their sleep 
during the summer. 

Once the season starts, their prospects for rest- 
less nights will increase tenfold. Ten teams return 
starting quarterbacks that triggered the offensive 
explosion that decimated many a defense last 
fall. 

What's more, during the spring, several schools 
experimented with no-huddle offenses, and others 
tweaked spread offenses that are migraines wait- 
ing to happen for coaches trying to stop them. 

Eight teams in the Big 12 finished last season 
ranked in the top 30 in scoring, while seven were 
among the top 20 in offensive production and six 
finished in the top 30 in passing offense. On the 
flip side, the Big 12 had just two teams ranked in 
the top 30 in total defense and just four in the top 
30 in scoring defense. 

Said Oklahoma State coach Mike Gundy: 
“Scoring is here to stay. We believe that you 
have to play good defense to win championships, 
but right now, kids want to be a part of spread 
offenses, catch balls and score points. I don’t see 
it going the other way.” 

Still, Gundy and his fellow coaches believe the 
upper hand offenses have on defenses these days 
is cyclical. 


“Ian see defenses coming back in a big way at 
some point,” Kansas State coach Ron Prince said. 
“Defensive coaches will be innovative in coming 
up ways to counter what's happening.” 

Kansas coach Mark Mangino, whose Jayhawks 
were eighth nationally in offense, saw adjust- 
ments being made in the spring. 

“Watching our defense, they were picking up 
on the nuances of our offense,” Mangino said. 
“Practicing against our offense is going to make 
our defense better. Our coaches are figuring out 
ways to stop what we like to do. Theyll continue 
to come up with ways to combat things. 

“The game evolves. Defenses counter offenses; 
offenses counter defenses. It's a chess game 
played over a number of years.” 

Once someone figures out a way to slow down 
the spread, Missouri coach Gary Pinkel said, it 
won't take others long to copy it. 

“People in our business steal- good ideas,” 
Pinkel said. “There are great defensive coaches 
out there. They/ll try different things, and theyll 
figure things out eventually.” 


No lollygagging out there 

The trend to experiment with no-huddle offens- 
esis due, in part, to the 40-second play clock that 
will be used this fall. 


Under the new cock rule, similar to the 
National Football League, officials will start a 
40-second clock at the end of each play. That will 
replace the 25-second clock, which was started 
when officials marked the ball ready for play. 

Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops said his team is 
trying the no-huddle look to keep up with teams 
around the league. 

“Other offenses are snapping it quicker,” Stoops 
said. “We want to make sure we're getting the 
same number of tries at it, the same opportuni- 
ties.” 


Desperately seeking credibility 

Art Briles is the latest coach to tackle the 
unenviable task of trying to pump some life into a 
Baylor program that has experienced little success 
in the Big 12. 

The Bears are 11-85 all-time in league play, 
have finished last in the Big 12 South 10 times, 
and never climbed higher than fifth. They have 
not been bowl eligible for 13 seasons. 

Briles brought with him from the University 
of Houston a diversified offensive plan and an 
approach that keeps the focus off the Bears’ past 
failings. 

“I ask guys not even to think about what's 
happened here in the past,” Briles said. “We have 


Four-Year Standings 


This four-year snapshot makes it easy to see the South’s dominance, as only one team in the North — Missouri — has 


a winning conference record. There are some surging teams in the North, as well as on-going rebuilding jobs at Colorado, 
Nebraska and Kansas State, so maybe the four-year standings in 2012 won't be so one-sided. 


Big 12 South Pct. ch MOB Comment 

Oklahoma Eifion elt eat paula § Poised to pull away trom UT again? 

Texas ete, ciivonlete Vs Losses to OU and A&M have precluded glory. 

Texas Tech 60 00 oO ‘Well ensconced as No. 3 team in South Division. 
Texas A&M an oo 0 68 Just 7-24 after Halloween since turn of the century. 
Oklahoma State 5100 0 3 ‘Stuck in very tough division ... tough to rise. 
Baylor 38 00 0 0 Just haven't been able to keep un with brethren, 
Big 12 North B12 Pet. al Pek. Gh MOB Comment 

Missouri 1814562218 Emerging in ultra-competitive (mediocre?) North, 
Kansas 15-17 A689 23-19 604 oo 1 2 Look what one great year can do! 

Nebraska 16170692 i Bo knows he's got to hit a HR, and soon, 

Coloratio 1517489 28-28 M7 dO x ‘Ave Bulls back on the way up? Perhaps. 

Kansas State “1-210 B44 21-28 0 0 1 Filth-year seniors frave heen to only one bowl. 
lowa State 121 (3428 Being in North means Cyclones can rise quickly. 
Note: M=Niajor Bowl (BCS); B=Bowls 
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to live in the present. What happened here four 
years ago has no effect on them or me. We're 
going to be judged by how we do today. 

“Tve told them the first thing we have to do is 
eam respect. We have to be credible on the field. 
We have to get them ready, put them on the field 
and turn them loose. We need to be productive.” 


Muschamp meshing with Texas 

One of Mack Brown's concem with hiring Will 
Muschamp as defensive coordinator is how it 
would affect the chemistry of his coaching staff. 
Muschamp has been stamped as one of the game's 
rising stats after his work at Louisiana State and 
Auburn. He also coached one season in the NFL 
with Miami. 

By the end of spring, Brown said he considered 
his initial fears unfounded. 

“Whenever you bring in a new coach that is 
considered a star, you wonder how it's all going 
to work out,” said Brown, who brought Muschamp 
in with a $425,000 deal. “The three (defensive) 
coaches we had on staff have meshed well with 
Will. It really worked out well.” 


No time to be late 
New Texas A&M coach Mike Sherman's reasons 
for having digital clocks installed throughout the 


Aggies’ football complex were two-fold. 
Obviously, he wants his players to be on time. 
“If you have 110 players, and one player is 

a minute late for a meeting, that’s 110 minutes 

you've wasted,” Sherman said. 

“There's a certain degree of functionality to 
that. But it's also about philosophy. We spend 
a lot of time talking about time with our play- 
exs — the time they spend on the field, the time 
they spend with family, the time they spend in 
the classroom. 

“We hit them over the head a lot about time, 
about how the clock is always ticking on them.” 


Reesing has Tough Act to Follow 

What does quarterback Todd Reesing have 
to do for an encore at Kansas? In his first 
year as a starter, Reesing led the Jayhawks to 
a 12-1 record, complete with a victory in the 
Orange Bowl, and he threw for a school-record 
3,486 yards. 

Reesing retums, but Kansas lost some talented 
members of his supporting cast, including lead- 
ing rusher Brandon McAnderson, receiver Marcus 
Henry and both offensive tackles. The Jayhawks 
will be counting on Reesing heavily this season, 
but coach Mark Mangino doesn’t want his junior 
star thinking he has to do it all. 


“I don’t expect him to put up obscene numbers, 
but I do expect another strong year,” Mangino 
said. 

“The biggest thing we don’t want is for him to 
feel he has to carry the offense on his back every 
play. We feel we have plenty of playmakers that 
make for a good supporting cast for Todd.” 


Notable 

* Oklahoma was counting on Mike Reed to pro- 
vide some help at linebacker where the Sooners 
lost All-American Curtis Lofton, but the much- 
hyped junior college transfer left the team in the 
spring. 

© What Big 12 team brings the longest streak 
of bowl eligibility into the 2008 season? Give 
yourself a hand is you answered Texas Tech, which 
is working on a 15-season string. 

© Kansas is hoping Jocques Crawford can 
provide some immediate help at running back. 
Crawford ran for 1,935 yards and scored 19 touch- 
downs at Cisco (Texas) Junior College. 

© Nebraska opens the season with five 
consecutive home games. That has happened 
only one other time (2005) since 1975. In all, 
the Huskers have eight home games, four on 
the road. 

— Steve Pivovar 


NFL teams loved Big 12 players in the 2008 Draft ... in the second round, anyway. After only KU comerback Aqib Talib was called in the first 
round, seven Big 12 players were taken in the second round. Still, one first-rounder for the whole league? That's just another indication that 
2007 was not a great year for the Big 12. Only 29 players were selected overall (two more than last year’s draft), and one-fourth of the teams 
didn’t have anybody picked. The league looks like it could have a respectable four or five first-rounders in the 2009 draft, but we'll see. 


‘Colorado Pas Round (Overall) a a iLTeam 
Dizon, Jordon OLB 2nd (45) Detroit Lions Bowman, Zackary CB 5th (142) Chicago Bears 
Wheatley, Terrence CB 2nd (62) New England Patriots Nicks, Carl OT 5th (164) New Orleans Saints 
Ruud, Bo OLB 6th (197) ‘New England Patriots 
Towa State Pos Roun WTeam 
Bowen, Alvin OLB 5th (147) Buffalo Bills t rm “Pas Roan ‘Wik Team 
Rubin, Ahtyba DI 6th (190) Cleveland Browns Lofton, Curtis 1B and (37) Atlanta Falcons 
Kelly, Malcolm WR 2nd (51), Washington Redskins 
Kansas Pos outa es Smith, Reggie DB 31d (75) San Francisco 49ers 
Talib, Agib CB 1st (20) Tampa Bay Buccaneers Patrick, Allen RB 7th (240) Baltimore Ravens 
Collins, Anthony OT — 4th (112) Cincinnati Bengals 
Fine, Derek TE 4th (132) Buffalo Bills Tas PSR z ‘WEL Team 
Henry, Marcus WR 6th (171) New York Jets ‘Sweed, Limas WR 2nd (53) Pittsburgh Steelers 
Charles, Jamaal © RB 31d (73) Kansas City Chiefs 
“Kansas State Pas Rand =~ y See Finley, Jermichael TE 3rd (91) Green Bay Packers 
Nelson, Jordy WR 2nd (36) Green Bay Packers Hills, Tony Or 4th (430) Pittsburgh Steelers 
Jackson, Rob DE 7th (242) Washington Redskins Okam, Frank DT sth (151) Houston Texanis 
Wiss Pos oid as 1 ee ‘EL Team 
Franklin, Will WR 4th (105) Kansas City Chiefs Dallas Cowboys 
Rucker, Marti TE 4th (111) Cleveland Browns Wallace, Cody OL 4th (107) San Francisco 49ers 
Bryant, Red DI 4th (121) Seattle Seahawks 
Hartington, Chris DE _ 6th (185) Arizona Cardinals 
Clark, Corey Or 7th (234) San Diego Chargers 
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QUARTERBACK 


ae 
Pry i anna 0 position in the Big 12 boasts more quality 
JMissoon Nis quarterback 


The league seems to have as many as five quarter- 
backs who could warrant Heisman consideration — 
Missouri’s Chase Daniel, Oklahoma's Sam Bradford, 
(3, Texas Tech ©) Texas Tech's Graham Harrell, Kansas’ Todd Reesing 

and maybe Colt McCoy if he overcomes intercep- 
Danses) tion problems and teads Texas toa big year. 

Danie'’s size might keep him from making an 
: ~ impact atthe next level, but it hasn't kept him from 

8, Oklahoma St, being a difference-maker for the Tigers. A Heisman 
SS inalist last season, Daniel ranked fourth in the nation 

6, Texas, in total offense while completing almost 70 percent 
is passes, 

7. Kansas State Bradford has a great surrounding cast, but he set 

the bar high for an encore after a freshman season 
(Bl Texas ABM © ir which he led the nation in passing efficiency. 

: Harrell, atthe controls of Texas Tech's potent 

CR ae for the third straight year, passed for more 
an 10,000 yards in the past two seasons. 
ae _Like Daniel, Reesing had to overcome questions 

10, Nebraska about his size coming out of high school. No one 
a _ Westions his toughness or ability to make things 

11. Baylor happen, although matching last season's success 

might be difficult as Texas, Oklahoma and Texas 
(Braue Stale) Tech show up on the schedule this time around, 


2, Oklahoma 


RECEIVER 


oe 


Qinestah > Te Tech is always well-stocked at this 
al RSsaet position, but Michael Crabtree makes this 


sr 0up even more special. Crabtree blazed onto the 
2, Missouri scene last season, becoming the first freshman to 


win the Biletnikoff Award. He set national receiving 
—— 

3. Oklahoma records for a freshman with 134 catches for 1,962 
FAS. aN 


yards and 22 touchdowns 


U. Texas The Red Raiders must replace steady Danny 
‘Amendola, but has experience with returning starters 
Va “Edward Britton and Eric Morris. 
5. Kansas 


Missouri had its own freshman phenom in Jeremy 
Se _Maolin, who set an NCAA record for all-purpose yard- 
j Oklahoma St. age by a freshman, averaging 208.7 yards per game. 
3 He averaged almost six catches and 79 receiving 
7, lowa State yards a game while opponents held their breath every 
time he touched the bal. Chase Cotfman no longer 
B Colorado) PAS!0 share the tight end spot with Martin Rucker. 
Oklahoma saw second-team All-Big 12 receiver 
(Gitexes FEM > Metin Kelly bot to the NFL but the Sooners 
possess more-than-capable talent in wide receivers 
A> ‘AUN Iglesias and Manuel Johnson, and tight end 
O, Kens85 State” Jermaine Gresham, who set a school record for the 
position with 11 touchdown receptions. 
Ti, lowe: ‘Quan Cosby and Jordan Shipley have combined 
for 163 career catches and figure to be Colt McCoy's 
4 12. Nebraska: ) favorite targets in Texas. 


—— a 
Kahoma has lost a 1,000-yard rusher for 
‘the second season in a row, but no one 
MUN the Big 12 is testing sorry forthe Sooners. 
2. Nebra DeMarco Murray rushed for 764 yards and 
averaged six yards per carry as a freshman in 
3. Texas AEM > spite of missing three games. He has depend- 
able backups in Chris Brown (611 yards, nine 
Towa Steten) 'vehdowns) and Mossis Madu. Tight end Brody 
= Eldridge is a devastating blocker when he lines 
RIVALS UP at fullback 
SERS  Ntrasta's Maron Lucky considered turning pr, 


Se e__ but returns to try to boost his draft stock. The senior 
5, Oklahoma St) is the ieague’s top returning rusher with 1,019 yards, 
and his 75 catches for 705 yards were the most by 
‘running back last season. He's backed up by a 
promising young stable of backs that include Roy 
8. Missouri Helu and Quentin Castille. Their development allowed 
~ the Huskers to shift power-running Cody Glenn to 
SAUTEED Tan. linebacker in the spring. 
SeTexas Tech: New Texas A&M coach Mike Sherman has tabbed 


ee Mike Goodson as the Aggies’ go-to back, with pow- 
TOP KeNs25 St) ory Jorvorskie Lane taking on a more limited, true 
fullback, role 
Tl. Colorado lowa State had three backs — budding star 
‘Alexander Robinson, J.J. Bass and Jason Scales — 
all rush for 100 yards in a game last season. 


N 


VE LIN 


Klahoma’s ultra-talented group includes 
2 pair of potential NFL first-round picks in 
All-American guard Duke Robinson and mammoth 
2. Nebraska tackle Phil Loadholt. Steady center Jon Cooper, 
guard Brandon Walker and tackle Branndon Braxton 
3. TeXe5 Tech > ill outa line that allowed just 14 sacks last season, 
= Nebraska fielded one of the nation’s most productive 
Y. Missourl offenses last season, but the Huskers could be shifting 
< their emphasis from the air back to the ground, That 
shouldn't be a problem; Nebraska returns four linemen 
with extensive starting experience in Mike Hutt, Jacob 
Hickman, Matt Slauson and Lydon Murtha, Hickman 
is learning a new position, sifting to center to replace 
two-year starter Brett Byford. 

Texas Tech also has extensive experience back 
from a line that surrendered just 18 sacks in 763 
pass attempts. Louis Vasquez, a two-year starter at 
uard, is the best of the bunch, although Rylan Reed 
showed his potential when he contained Virginia 
standout Chris Long before suffering an injury in the 
final quarter of the Gator Bow 

Kansas would have pushed for a higher standing 
had Anthony Collins opted to return for his senior 
season, But the Jayhawks do have strength in the 
middle with center Ryan Cantrell, and guards Chet 
TB (ouls State > Hartley and Adrian Mayes. 
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‘(Okehoma > Ga ‘Auston English anchors an 
| ‘Oklahoma line that is deep and talented from 


end to end. The Sooners also get back end John 
Williams after he was granted a sixth season of =| 
eligibility after missing most of last season because | 
cof an Achilles’ injury. Williams started three of the 
first four games before being injured. 

Missouri has to replace tackle Lorenzo Williams, 
‘who often drew double teams and freed linebackers 
to make plays. But the Tigers return starting ends 
Tommy Chavis and Stryker Sulak (a second-team 
All-Big 12 pick who notched six sacks), and starting 
tackle Ziggy Hood. 

Texas Tech's defensive front should be strength- 
‘ened by the return of MeKinner Dixon, who earned 
Freshman All-American honors in 2005 before 
spending the past two seasons in junior college. 

He should mix well with a group that includes 
Brandon Williams, who led the team in sacks (six) 
and tackles for losses (12). 

No one is going to outsmart Kansas’ defensive 
‘ends, as Russell Brorsen and John Larson each 
earned Academic All-American recognition. They 
each started 13 games last season, as did tackle 
Caleb Blakesley, but the Jayhawks do have to replace 
‘All-Big 12 tackle James McClinton, 


liam Moore headlines Missouri's cast of 
defensive backs that also includes strong 

safety Justin Garrett and cornerbacks Carl Gettis 

‘and Castine Bridges. Moore led the league with 

eight interceptions last season and was a sure- 

handed tackler, finishing with 115 stops (eighth in 

the Big 12). ‘ 

Kansas lost All American Agib Tal a year early to 
‘the NFL, but the Jayhawks return starters in comer- 
back Chris Harris, the Big 12's Defensive Newcomer 
‘of the Year, and safeties Darrell Stuckey and Patrick 
Resby. Harris grew up in a hurry because most of 
KU's opponents steered clear of throwing in the 
direction of Talib. 

Texas A&M has a wealth of experience, includ- 
ing three players — Jordan Pugh, Alton Dixon and 
Devin Gregg — who finished among the top 40 in 
the league in tackles. Pugh’s 90 tackles were the 
second-most by a defensive back in the league last 
season. 

Darcel McBath and Jamar Wall provide stability to 
Texas Tech's secondary. McBath has recorded 148 
tackles and five interceptions in his two seasons as. 
the starter at free safety. Wall had a breakout sopho- 
‘more season, recording five interceptions, 


Sooners Flex Their Muscles at the Line of Scrimmage 


: LINEBACKER 


‘ansas’ three returning starters — Joe 


Mortensen, Mike Rivera and James Holt — 
combined for 285 tackles last season. Mortensen, 
who finished second in the league with 15 tackles 
for losses, earned first-team All-Big 12 recognition, 
‘while Rivera and Holt garnered honorable mention. 

Missouri also returns its three starters — 

‘All-Big 12 first-teamer Sean Weatherspoon, Brock 
Christopher and Van Alexander, Weatherspoon 
finished fifth in the league with 127 tackles, while 
Christopher was 14th with 103. There is some health 
concerns as Weatherspoon (shoulder) and Alexander 
(knee) will be coming off surgery. 

‘One reason for Texas Tech's defensive surge in 
the final eight games of the season was the develop- 
ment of the Red Raiders’ young linebacking crew, 
Brian Duncan moves from the strongside spot to the 
middle, while Marlon Williams, the team's second- 
leading tackler, holds down the weakside spot. 

Ryan Reynolds moves to the middle for Oklahoma 
to replace Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year Curtis 
Lofton. if Reynolds can stay healthy, he has the 
talent to make a big impact. The Sooners are also 
counting on some immediate help from highly rated 
newcomers, including redshirt freshman Austin Box 
and junior college transfer Mike Balogun. 


CIAL TEAN 


M issour's Jeremy Maclin is one of the most 
dangerous return men in the country, scor- 
ing three times last season on returns. One was a 
99-yard kickoff return, and he finished second in 
the Big 12 in punt returns with a 12.3-yard average. 
The Tigers also return Jeff Wolfert, the second- 
team All-Big 12 kicker. 

Wolfert made 84 percent of his field-goal attempts 
(21 of 25) and all of his conversion kicks while lead- 
ing Big 12 kickers in scoring (130 points). 

Justin Brantly, the second-team All-Big 12 punter, 
‘and kicker Matt Szymanski form a solid duo at Texas 
‘A&M. Brantley finished as the conference's second- 
leading punter last season, averaging 44.2 yards with 
a long kick of 67 yards. Szymanski finished seventh 
in the league in kick scoring, but needs to improve 
his accuracy on longer field goals. 

Kansas State features speedy Deon Murphy, who 
averaged 17.5 yards per punt return last season. 
Brooks Rossman converted 22 of 28 field goal 
attempts last season but isn’t guaranteed to hold off 
Josh Cherry. 

Nebraska has accurate placekicker Alex Henery, 
solid punter Dan Titchener and strong-legged kickoff 
‘man Adi Kunalic, who had the best touchback per- 
centage in the nation. 
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BIG 12 YEAR IN REVIEW 


ALL-BIG 12 TEAM 


THE RACE 

This didn’t quite go as advertised, with Oklahoma and its brand new 
quarterback overtaking Texas in the South (including a 28-21 victory 
over the Longhorns) ... while the North race was totally off the charts. 

It wasn't-a surprise that Missouri was challenging for the division title 
— especially given the epic collapse of the Nebraska defense and the Bill 
Callahan era — but Kansas? The Jayhawks, led by the surprising savvy 
of quarterback Todd Reesing, zoomed through the schedule (granted, not 
the toughest) to an 11-0 mark. That set up a monstrous game between 
No. 2 Kansas and No. 4 Missouri to end the regular season. 

The Tigers held off a fourth quarter-comeback to win 36-28 to eam the 
tiebreaker against Kansas as both teams finished 7-1 in conference play. 
From there, Missouri was only a victory away from the BCS national title 
game, but the Sooners had their say one more time. Oklahoma beat Missouri 
for the second time, winning 38-17 in the Big 12 Championship Game. 


THE CHAMPION 

Preseason uncertainty at quarterback tempered expectations for the 
Sooners, and a loss to Colorado in the Big 12 opener didn’t change that 
view. But the new quarterback, redshirt freshman Sam Bradford, was 
way better than anyone could have expected, and the Sooners got on 
a roll by beating Texas a week later. 

Texas Tech dashed any national championship hopes for Oklahoma 
with a 34-27 home victory on Nov. 17. Bradford suffered a concussion 
early in the game and did not return, while the Red Raiders’ Graham 
Hanell threw for 420 yards and two touchdowns among his staggering 
72 pass attempts. 

The Sooners recovered to add to the chaos, beating Missouri in the Big 
22 title game to knock the Tigers out of the BCS Championship Game. 

The Sooners won their fifth conference title of the decade, becoming 
the first team to win back-to-back Big 12 crowns. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Chase Daniel, QB, Missouri 

Daniel's fiery leadership and freelance skills were on full display, as 
he nearly led Missouri to the national championship game. He was in 
total control of the Tigers’ high-powered spread. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Jordan Dizon, LB, Colorado 

With great instincts, the four-year starting linebacker became the 
first Colorado player to win Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year honors. 
He was credited with 114 solo tackles (tops in the nation) and his aver- 
age of 12.46 tackles per game was second in the country. 

Coach of the Year: Mark Mangino, Kansas 

Patience in Mangino paid off in his sixth season. The Jayhawks 
had mostly been hovering around .500 for the previous four seasons. 
Then came last year’s magic. 


THE BOWLS 

If there were doubts about league's “Cinderellas” — Missouri and Kansas 
— the postseason should have erased those. In all, the Big 12 won five of 
its eight bowls. 


Fiesta West Virginia 48, Oklahoma 28 
Orange Kansas 24, Virginia Tech 21 
Gator Texas Tech 31, Virginia 28 
Cotton Missouri 38, Arkansas 7 
Holiday Texas 52, Arizona State 34 
Insight Oklahoma State 49, Indiana 33 
Alamo Penn State 24, Texas A&M 17 
Independence Alabama 30, Colorado 24 


(@s selected by the league coaches) 
OFFENSE - First Team 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


QB Chase Daniel Missouri QB Todd Reesing Kansas 
RB Dantrell Savage Oklahoma State 08 GrahamHarrell_ ‘Texas Tech 
RB__ Jamaal Charles Texas RB Brandon McAnderson__ Kansas 
FB BrodyEldridge ___Ok'ahoma ~_-RB__Marlon Lucky Nebraska 
WR_Jordy Nelson Kansas State FB Chris Alexander___Texas A&M. 
WR Jeremy Maclin Missouri += WR Marcus Henry _ Kansas. 
WR_ Michael Crabtree__Texas Tech © WR Malcolm Kelly Oklahoma 
‘TE Brandon Pettigrew Okiahoma State © WR_Adarus Bowman Oklahoma State 
OL Anthony Collins Kansas _TE__Martin Rucker Missouri 
OL_Adam Speiker Missouri OL Tyler Polumbus Colorado 
OL Duke Robinson Oklahoma OL Carl Nicks Nebraska 
OL _TonyHills Texas OL _Phil Loadholt Oklahoma 
OL Cody Wallace Texas A&M = _OL__Brandon Walker Oklahoma 
PK Alex Trlica “Texas Tech © OL David Koenig Oklahoma State 
KRIPR Jeremy Maclin Missouri PK __Jeff Wolfert Missouri 

PK Garrett Hartley _Oklahoma_ 
DEFENSE - First Team KRIPR Marcus Herford Kansas 


DL_ George Hypolite Colorado 


DL__James McClinton iKansas| DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL_lan Campbell Kansas State DL__ Stryker Sulak Missouri 


DL_Lorenzo Williams Missouri 


DL_Demarcus Granger _ Oklahoma 


DL_Auston English Oklahoma _DL_Nathan Peterson Oklahoma State 
LB _ Jordon Dizon Colorado §— DLO __Texas 
LB Joe Mortensen. Kansas DL __ Texas 
1B Curtis Lofton Oklahoma © _DL_Chris Harrington Texas A&M 
DB_ Terrence Wheatley Colorado LB Alvin Bowen lowa State 
DB Agib Talib Kansas LB Sean Weatherspoon Missouri 
DB Nic Harris Oklahoma 1B MisiTupe __Texas A&M 
DB ReggieSmith Oklahoma. © DB _Jordan Lake Baylor 
DB__Marcus Griffin Texas DB Justin McKinney Kansas State 
P__Tim Reyer Kansas State. DB Cornelius Brown. Missouri 

DB _William Moore Missouri 

DB DJ. Wolfe ‘Oklahoma 


THE STANDINGS 


WL PCT. PF PA Wi PCT PF PA 
Missouri TA 875335. 181 12-2 857 558326 
Kansas Ti 875818912. 
Colorado 44 500 238 276 G7 462 355 = 383 
Kansas Siglo 3537528578570 
Nebraska 26 250) 257 57 17401455 
lowaStale 26.2501) 285 392502183 
SOUTH 

Wl PCT. PF PA Wi PCT PF PA 
Oklahoma 62 750-280 172 11-3 786592284 
Texas 53.625 28h 223103769329 
Texas Tech 44 500 273 238 34 692 532337 
TexasAaM 4-4 50019021376 588 363397 
‘Oklahoma State 4-4 500 266. 76 538450384 
Baylor 08 000 106523508 
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2007 BIG l2 LEADERS 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


PASS EFFICIENCY. _Y0S RATING INTERCEPTIONS 


1. Som Bradford, Oklohoma 14 34) 278 695 3121 961765 1. Wiliam Moore, Missouri 48 41 1 % 
13 713 512 14 718 5705 48 1573 2 Terrence Wheatley, Colorado Wh 785 65 1 35 
13 333 201 9 «60. 2824 23 ©1490 Brandon Foster, Texas 1H | eHe) 118i 2 39 
13 44 276-7 619 3486 331488 Agi Toib, Kansas 135 (195 2 100 
14 563 384 11 682 4308 3347.9 dustin Theron, Konsos BOS 7 6 30 
13 424 276 18 65:1 3303 22 139.2 ‘Jacob Lacey, Oklahoma State 3B 5 a 1 39 
9 325 25 10 631 222 14 1337 Jemar Wl, Texas Tech Ee 9 0 9 
12 499 316 11 633 3353 181273 8. Chris Singleton, lowe State m4 7 1 a 
9. Cody Hawkins, Colorado 13 463 263 17 $68 3015 22 © 1198 Chris Camey, Konsos State 2 4 4 t) 14 
10. Stephen McGee, Texas ABM 13 366 2118 580 201112117810. Marcus Gif, Toxos 304 1 1 oT 
a 
RUSHING Gam Net avo__ > YOS/G SCORING Gow xm Gap Ps 
1. Charles Jomool, Texas 13° 258 1619638 1245 1. Michael Crobire, Texos Tech 13); eed: OU Or 
2 Dantell Savage, Oklohoma Stole 11.293 1272 7 9 1156 2. Jel Wolfe, Missouri 4 0 67 2) 010 
5 James Johnson, Kansos Stole 12 17% = 1106641 22 3: Scoh Webb, Kansas 13°20 6 «18 0 120 
. Hugh Charles, Colorado 2 199 (105853 8 88.2 4, Brooks Rossman, Kansos Stale 2 0 4 2 0 10 
5. Tony Temple, Missouri 12 186 = 1039561 866 ‘5. Ryan Bailey, Texas 3 0 58 18 Oo 2 
6 Bra McAnderson, Konsas 13° 190 «611255918 86.5 Jamaal Charles, Texos 3 18 0 0 0 108 
7: Marlon Lucky, Nebraska 12 206 «101949 9 849 7. DeMreo Murray, Oklahoma Vee ucla Sin 90 
8. Allen Patrick, Oklohoma 13° 173 «(1007 58 8 778 8B. Alex Tico, Texas Tech 190 67 13 0 106 
9. DeMarco Murray, Oklohoma N17 766 601 695 9. Jorvorskie Lane, Texas ABM ia) ee rOr ecg) 22 ind 
10. Stephen McGee, Texos ABM. 13181 a7 50 5 69.2. 10. Garret Hatley, Oklchoma 4 0 7 13 0 10 
TOTAL OFFENSE 1G RUSH PASSPLAYSTOTAL YDS/G PUNTING G _PUNTS YDS _AVG RECEIVING YDS/GANE G_ReC__Yos_m _Yos/G 
1..Grohom Horrall,Texos Tech 13-91 $705 751 5614 431.8 1. Tim Reyer, Kans Ste 12 58 2583 44.5 1. Michael Crobiee, Texas Tech 13 134 1962 22 1509 
2.Chose Daniel, Missouri 14253 4306 672 4559 325.4 2. Justin Bromly, Texas ABM 12 56 2475 44.2 2 Jordy Nelion, Kansas Silo, 12:12 160 111338 
3. Calt McCoy, Texas 13 492 3303 538 3795 291.9 3, Jonathan LaCour, Texas Tech 12 29 1296 426 3. Danny Amendola, Texcs Tech 13 109 1245 6 © 958 
4, Todd Reosing, Kansos_13.—*197 3486 538 3683 283.3 4. Mott Fodge, Oklshoma Stole 13 51 2164 42.4 44, Adarus Bowman, Shae 1} 67 1006 8915 
5, Zoe Robinson, Oohoma Sle 13. 847 2824 473 3671 2824 5. Dan Tichener, Nebrasko. «12492023 4.3 5, Moreus Henry, Kansas 13. $4 1014 10 780 
6. Josh Freeman, Kansas Slote 12-40 3353 552 3313 276.1 6, Justin Moore, Texas 10 34 1395 410 4. Jeremy Mocin, Misour 14 80 1055 9 75.4 
7, B Szymanski, Baylor M98 2844 522 2942 267.5 7. Matthew Ditallo, Colorado 13. 64 2550 39.8 7. Morice Purity, NW 57 B14 9 740 
owt eae Hee eee te Fae 
Stephen Meee, Texas x ¥ 300, Boylor : i 
10, Cody Hawkins, Colorado 13-27 3015 505 2988 229.8 10: tll Rona” 13 46 1788 38.9 10 Doda Kons 1S) 1163 9 84! G6) 5642) 
TEAM STATISTICS 
TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P_TD_YDS/G _TOTALDEFENSE G__PLYS _YDS_AVG_TD_YDS/G__KICKOFE RETURNS GR ys AVG 
1. Texas Tech 13 1009 6885 6B 69 526 1. Kansos T3929" 4125 44 25 3173 1. OWlchoma 4 56 (1883 —«2~S«B 
2. Missouri V4 1112 6864 6.2 63 490.3 2 OMlohoma 14 95) 4737 50 34 3384 2. Kansas 1G pps ’SViNp has 2) 252 
3. Ollahoma Siote 13 978 6322 6.5 56 4863 3, Tetos Tech 13 983 4750 48 39 3654 3. Texas ABM 13 48 1190035 
4, Konsos 13 988 6237 6:3 66 4798 4, Texas 13° 942 4825 5.1 35 371.2 4, Missouri 4 49 131 33 
5. Nebraska 12 898 5619 63 50 448.2 5, Missouri V4 1036 5305 5.1 38 3789 5, Toxos 1S LAO 14s) fal) 228 
4, Texas 13 975 6018 62 57 4629 Colorado 13 899 506) 54 45 389.3 6, Colorodo 13 66 (15060228 
7. Oklahoma 14 975 6285 64 73 448.9 7. lowa Stole 12 812 4684 58 44 3903 7, Texas Tech 3 48 «(1053 0219. 
8. Kansas Silo 12 86) 5018 58 44 4182 8 Konios Sole 12 877 4807 55 43 4006 8. Nebroska 2 74 We 1 29 
9. Toxas ABM 13 952 5161 5.4 45 397.0 9 Texos ABM. 13 927 5405 58 42 4158 9, Ollchoma Stoo 13 55 (1451208 
10. Colorado 1 961 4921 51 4) 3785 10, OMlchoma Stole «13.972 5759 59 49 443.0 10, Kansas State 2 S2 10% 1197 
11. Boylor V2 B59 4215 49 28 3512 NN. ner 12 930 5539 60 50 461.6 11, Baylor 2 6 1132 «1189 
12. lowa Stale 12 896 9923 4d 25 3269 12. Nebraska 12 941 5722 61 58 4768 12. lowa Stole 2 57 1056 «0 (185 
SCORING OFFENSE _G_TD_XP_2XP_DXP_FG SAF PTS AVG SCORING DEFENSE _G_TD_XP_2XP_DXP_FG SAF PIS_AVG PUNT RETURNS one yos_ AG 
1. Kansas 13-72 66 0 0 18 2 556 428 1. Kansas 1327 26 2 0 7 1 213 164 3. Kontos State 2 347665225 
2.Oklohoma «14. BO 71 0 O 13 1 592 423 — 2.OMlohoma «1434 39-1 0 15 0 284 203 2. Misour 4% 37 62 «(18 
Bi TexosTech «13-70 67-2 «0 13-1 532 40% 3. Missouri 14 43 33.0 0 11 1 326 233 3. Toxas Tech 3 4) 47d 06 
4, Missouri 14 70 67 2 0 21 2 $58 999 4 Toros 13 40 36 4 0 15 0 329 253 4, Colorado 3 4 «410108 
5. Texas 13 62 58 0. 0 18 0 484 37:2 —S.Texos ABM 13. 43: 39-10 12'1«397 259 5 Texas 3 2 «182009 
4.KoniosSiolo 12 5) 46 2 0 22 0 422 352 Texas Tech «1342-420 0 13 2 337 259 4, Ohlahoma Stale 3 25 205 1 8 
7. Oklohoma Siolo 13 60 58 1 0 10 0 450 346 — 7.Colorodo 13 47: 40-2 «0 «19:0 389 295 7. Boylr 2 2 203 0 Bl 
B.Nobraska = 12-53 46 5S 0-9-0 4] 33.4 —BOMlhomaSlolo 13 50 48 1 0 12 0 384 295 8. Nebroska 2 18 19 0 77 
9.TeosABM 13-45 40-2 015 2 963 27.9 — 9. Komyas Sole 12 48 46 0 0 12.0 370 308 9 Oklahoma 4 45 40076 
10. Colorado 13 44 4) 1 0 16 0 355 273 10.lowaSiole = 12 50. 461 11:0 381 31.8 10, Konsox 3 3 21 260 
11, Baylor HAN 2600 10) SAI ONIRLIBR: Ns Bayer 9) NZ SASH) 0 SO 220A ATS Nant AM 13 2 129 0S 
VilowaSiole 12:27:26 0 «0 10.0 218 182 1Z.N 12 40 53 0 0 14 0 455 37.9 12, lowa State 12s SDL ertue S0n 8,2 
RUSHING OFFENSE __G_ATT_NET_AVG _TD_YDS/Q RUSHING DEFINSE_G_AMT_NET_AVG._TD__yOS/¢PUNTING GL HOU YO AVG /0 = PR AVG TB 
1.Oklahoma Stole 13 592 3161 53 90 243.2. Tens 19 425 1214 29 12 «93.4 — I, Texos ABM 13 5B 2596 437 104 1.8 8 39.2 
2. Texas ABM 13 576 2751 48 31 2116 2 Kansas 13 401 1232 31 8 948 2. KansosSiole 12 58 2583 44.5 208 36 6 38.9 
3. Texos 13. 539 2698 50 35 2075 3. Oklahoma V4 482 1544 33 17 110.3 © 3.Oklchoma 14 54 2312 42.8 247 46 3 397.) 
4, Oklahoma 14 574 2670 47 34 1907 4. Missouri 14 476 1709 36 20 1221 A.Nebraska 12-51-2055 40.3 142 28 3 363 
5. Kansas 13 512 2454 48 30 188.8 5. Colorado 13 424 1664-39 18 128.0 S.TexosTech 13-30 1229 41.0 120 40 2 356 
6. Missouri 14 530 2467 47 2 176.2 6, lowa State: 12 413 1633 «40 20 © (136.1 6, Colorado 13 67 2622 39.1 206 3.1 4 349 
7. Nebroska 12 417 1733 42 19 144d —-7-KomosSiole = 12454 1699-37 16147. Tos, 13 52 204) 392 196 38 2 347 
8, Colorado 13 485 1875 39 19 1482 8 OWohomaSioe 13 490 2025 4) 22 1558  BlowaStole 12 6 2721 39.4 186 27 7 347 
9. Kansas State 12 35) 1593 45 23 1328 9. Texas ABM 13 490 2092 43 20 1609 9. Oklohoma Stofe 13 52 2187 42.1 309 59 4 346 
10, lowa State 12 473 1484 31 16 1237 10. Texas Tech 13 577 2301 40 18 177.010, Konsas 13/51 1949) 98.2) 166 3.98 | 318 
11, Baylor 12 298 934 31 5 778 11. Baybr 12 498 2188 44 29 ©1823 «1. Missouri «V4 56 2008-359 126 22 6 315 
12. Texas Tech 13246 771 31 18 59.3 12. Nebraska 12 532 2786 5.2 38 232.2 12, Baylor 12 73 2825 387 505 69 3 31.0 
PASS OFFENSE G ATT CMP INT PCT. YDS TD YDS/G —PASSDEFENSE__G_ATT_CMP_INT_PCT._YDS TD YDS/G TURNOVERMARGIN, G+ FUM+INTs TOT _FUM-INT-TOT-MAR 
1. Texas Tech 13 763 S44 15 71.3 6114 5) 4709 J. TewasTech 13 406 223 10 549 2449 21 1884 7, Kansas 3 #12 2 35° «7 7 «1A 2l 
2, Nebraska 12 48) 296 17 61.5 3886 31 3238 2. Kanos 13 528 903 23 57.4 2893 17 2225 9 Minoui “16 17 7 13-2 413 
3, Missouri 14 582 394 13 677 4397 34 3141 — 3.Ohlohoma 14 489 295 19 603 3193 17 2281 3 OMkchomo =s1dsi(i‘(w BSB 
4, Konsos 13 476 302 7 634 3783 36 2910 4.Nebraska «12-409 236-8 577 2936 20 2447 Tos ABM «13s BO 
5.Konsas Stole «412-510-322 12 62.1 3425 21 2854 —S.lowa Stole 12 399 278-10 697 3051 24 2542 5 KomosSioe «12«S«9 17 HeC=«*i SH 
6, Baylor 12 56) 309 27 551 3281 23 2734 —S.TexosABM 13 437 269 8 61.6 3313 22 2548 Texas 3 1017 7 8 18% 41 
7, Otlchomo 14 401 270 9 673 3615 39 2582  7.Misiou «14 560 347 17 620 3596 18 2569 7 OlshomaSie 13 7 12 19 12 1022 3 
8. Texas 13 436 277 18 635 3320 22 2554 — B.KonsosSlote 12 413 248 17 60.0 3108 27 2590 Colorado 37% 2B Wwe 4 
9%, Ollohomo Stole 13 386 229 10 59.3 316] 26 243.2 9.Colorodo «13-475 273 16 57.5 3397 27 2613 9 Townteh 13° «11:«10:«-sY NS 28S 
10. Colorado. 13 476 267 17 56.1 3046 22 234.9 10. Texas 13517 314 17 607 3611 23 277.8 10. love Stole 12 8 10 18 1 1425 7 
11 fowa Shale 12 423 254 14 60.0 2439 9 2032 11. Baylor 12 432 280 10 648 3351 21 2792 11, Nebraska 2 3 8 NW i B47 
12, Texas ABM 13.376 214 8 56.9 2410 14 185.4 _12, Oklahoma Stote 13 482 310 12 64.3 3734 27 2872 12. 22 10:19 «10 37-18 
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™ f* ste tae alee 


BIC 12, 
BIC OFFENSE 


BY MARK WANGRIN LEAGUE'S 
eave eee ENDULUM:HAS 


that formed the Big 12. Just plain 


loved them. 
Mision acon iendits tee” SVWUNC WAAAA AYaae 


into, the two-gap, old-fashioned dig-it-out, 
leq-pumping ground-bound offense got pul- 
ses throbbing. Blood and grass stains, goal- OV ER TO TH E 

line stands, every allowed first down. a blow s 
to the heart of any self-respecting defensive 
coordinator ... dadgum, THAT was football. 

Defense was king. The mantra was “If you 
score you might win — if they don’t score 
you can’t lose.” 

Yes, a mantra ... not a punch line. Not. like 
it is now. 

Now it’s more like, “If you score 40 you might 
win — if they don't score 40 you can’t lose.’ 

This is the conferénce.whose predecessors 
gave us the Wishbone, and,Blackshirt defen- 
se, some of the greatest defensive players in 
college football history, and’ scores.’ that 
Major League’ baseball. teams now claim as 
fine pitching efforts. 

Yup, and it's the’ same‘ conference that 
last season was the highest scoring leaque 
in College football. 

“I could:never imagine,” said Kansas State 
coach Ron Prince, “that scoring 36 points 
a game would be sixth inthe league,” 

“The scoring,” said Oklahoma State coach 
Mike Gundy, “is here to stay.” 


BY: DENNIS HUBBARD/ICON SME 


Let that sink in for a moment. Tepe 
Big 12 teams averaged 33.4 points a game. > 4 
The best: scoring defense’ in. the. league, \ 
Kansas, allowed 16,2 points a game. A defen- Saeenaeaie. Fsew 
sive coordinator who comes to the Big 12 and —p 
shuts people down. can «write his own head x 


coaching ticket (see Pelini, Bo; Chizik, Gene; 
Robinson, Greg). If you can’t, no worries, 
You're just average. 


Texas Tech Red Raiders quarterback Graham Harrell 
launches 4 pass during Tech’s 49-45 loss to the 
Oklahoma State Cowboys at Boone Pickens Stadium 
in Stillwater, Oklahoma, 
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 guys:who can bring Xs alive, Of the 12 
“league head coaches, only Gene Chizik and 
“Bo Pelini have defensive pedigrees. 

‘The problem college coaches find now. is 
that the high school'kids who-used'to dream 
of being a shutdown comer are intoxicated 
erehe alee cis eae ce 
receiver in/a spread offense. They don't want 
to be embarrassed. They want to embarrass. 

“A. lot of high ‘school players now want 
toy be catching the ball “and- scoring,” 
Gundy said. 

“There's a’ lot of offensive ball in high 
school,” Prince said. “It’s. different from: a 
geneyation ago. .Fromea yecteational stand- 
point, even in intramumals, most. guys: are 

wed less than “running pass patterns.’ So everybody. wants 

ee asgame. AS. yecently as. 1996, “to be OB oF receiver. Tewasn‘t'sé long ago you 
11.8: : ‘had to project quarterbacks and receivers.” 

may = Prince® shnigs,. ‘almost wistfully; conce~ 

ding, “Defenses had the leg'up for so'long.”” 

‘Defenses found’ an. answer to» the 

Wishbone, insets where their DBs-aligned 

in three-deep, quatter/quatter/half align- 

inent. They figured out® the run-and-shoot 

“by allowing the receivers ‘to catch the ball, 
“and then knocking the’ snot out of them: 

They ever coped with the West. Coast. 
‘offense, which relies-on avoiding mistakes 
and slowly moving the chains, by jumping 

_ Toutes.and toughing up:the receivers. 

“As usual in this game, people steal good 
ideas,” Prince said. “The spread offense goes 
4 lot of different ways and directions. College 

and high school footballis different than the 
NEL, where everybody-nins the same thing.” 

Evérybody says footbalLis cyclical. Every 
‘time an offense jumps ahead, the defenses 
eventually catch wp..Or so‘history says. 

“Theré are ways to combat what is the 
heart and’soul of the spread .offense, but 
¥m Tot going te say them,” said Kansas 


und: Youmight win 
points, but the team 


m Hepes on lene 
lost schools have gone 


"Run Yds 
159.7 


Tot Yds 
438.1 


159.7 395.2 


164.3 


coach Mark Mangino, trying to hold on to 
his advantage as long as-possible. “Offenses 
come up, with something — defenses come 
up with a counter punch. That's what 
makes college football so great.” 

That depends, of course, on which side 
you're-on, The heat-is on-Big: 12 defensive 
coordinators: Big-time: 

Slowly, they're coping. 

The Spread. They're slowly “figuring it 
out. Zone blitzes... disguising :coverages 
«». Giving the QB more to think about than 
he.can processr... if he can figure it all out, 
fine. Go to second down, and. do it all 
again. Make him be perfect. When he isn’t, 
you jump all over his mistake and make 
the sucker pay. 

Pelini; for His part, thinks things actual- 
ly could be-worse for the defense. 

“As long as we-don't-get to the NFL rule, 
‘where you‘can't put your hands on.a recei- 
ver, -we'llstill-have some advantages in the 
passing game,” he said: 

Some. Just not many. 

And the news does-not get better for Big 
12 defensive coaches. This season, with near- 
ly every team retuming its starting quarter- 
ack — guys like KU's Todd Reesing, Missouri's 
Chase Daniel, Texas’ Colt McCoy, Tech’s Graham 
Harelland OU's Sam Bradford — the offenses 
figure to-be even more explosive. 

“The overall strength of all. the quarter- 
backs,” said OU coach Bob Stoops, “makes 
the league stronger, even more so this year.” 

And in. the esoteric world of schemes, ~ 
fronts and game.plans, there remains one 
undeniable truth, one that held true as 
much in-the glory. days’ of the Nebraska 
Blackshirts as it does today. 

It comés-down to points. 

“{just want one more,” said first-year Baylor 
coach Art Briles, “than the other guy.” = 


Missouri quarterback Chase Daniel looks to the sideline for 
a play during the Tigers’ 49-32 win over Kansas State at Bill 
Snyder Family Stadium. 
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Nebraskans have always valued sub- 
stance over sizzle. 

Perhaps that’s one reason why the 
Husker Nation has taken such a liking to 
Bo Pelini. In Bo’s world, hype is nothing 
more than a four-letter word. 

True to his blue-collar upbringing, the 
40-year-old Pelini emphasizes hard work 
and production. The only promise he’s made 
since taking the Nebraska job last December 
is that the Huskers will play hard. 

He has embraced the traditions of the 
program that were trampled on by the pre- 
vious regime. He even has said publicly that 
Frank Solich should still be the head coach 
at Nebraska because Solich never should 
have been fired, having been shown the 
door after winning nine games in 2003. 

Solich brought Pelini from the NFL to 
Nebraska to coach the Husker defense in 
2003. After Solich was fired, Pelini got to 
coach the entire team, serving as the 
interim head coach for the Alamo Bowl 
before he, too, was pink-slipped by then- 
athletic director Steve Pederson. 

Pelini moved on, first to Oklahoma and 
then to Louisiana State. He polished his 
rising star and became one of those hot 
assistants whose name pops up when big- 
time jobs opened. Meanwhile, Bill Callahan 
took the once-proud Huskers and ran them 


into the ground. 


Sure, Callahan’s 2006 team played for 
the Big 12 Conference title after wading 
through a weak North Division. But 
Nebraska followed that sliver of success 
with a 5-7 campaign in 2007 to provide a 
bookend finish to the Callahan era. His 
first team also went 5-7, the only two los- 
ing seasons ever experienced by several 
generations of Nebraskans. 

Callahan promised to change a culture 
with his wide-open, West Coast offensive 
stylings. But while his teams scored, 
Nebraska's opponents scored more. The 
recruiting headlines he made in the winter 
were replaced by fall failings when four- 
and five-star athletes tured out to be 
no-star football players. 

Callahan’s exit was greased when 
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Pederson, the athletic director who hired 
Callahan, was fired midway through last 
season. Legendary Nebraska coach Tom 
Osborne agreed to return to clean up the 
mess, and he sent Callahan packing the 
day after the Huskers wrapped up the 2007 
season with a blowout loss at Colorado. 

Eight days later, Osborne tabbed Pelini 
to bring Nebraska back to the future. 

After Pelini assembled a staff that 
included several assistants that had been 
let go in 2003, he got to work to restore 
the order in the program. He reconnected 
with former players that felt ignored by 
Pederson and Callahan. Many of those ex- 
players were among the school-record 
turnout of more than 80,000 that gathered 
for Nebraska's spring game. 

“That was something special,” Pelini said. 

Whether Pelini’s first team will be special 
remains to be seen. The Huskers return suf- 
ficient firepower on offense, with Joe Ganz 
and Marlon Lucky set to lead the way. 

Lucky is the Big 12's leading returning 
rusher and an accomplished receiver out of 
the backfield. Ganz shattered records when 
given a chance to start the final three 
games last season after Sam Keller went 
down with a shoulder injury. Adding prom- 
ise to the offensive picture is the return of 
four offensive line starters. 

Defensively, Pelini has his work cut out 
for him. The once-proud Blackshirts were 
left red-faced after surrendering more 
points and yards than any other defense in 
school history. The Huskers lost their top 
four linebackers, and their secondary looks 
shaky. All four starters on the defensive 
front return, but their inability to mount 
a pass rush or stop the run contributed 
heavily to last season‘s calamity. 

Under Pelini’s direction, Nebraska's 2003 
defense showed dramatic improvement. 

After a middle-of-the-pack finish in 
most major defensive statistical categories 
in 2002, the 2003 Huskers finished first 
nationally in pass efficiency defense, sec- 
ond in scoring defense, and 11th in total 
defense. The Blackshirts tied a school 
record with 47 takeaways to help Nebraska 


lead the nation in turnover margin. 

Many Nebraska fans are hoping for a 
repeat of that improvement now that 
Pelini is back. He said 15 spring practices 
got the defense headed in the right direc- 
tion, but plenty of work remains. 

“It’s a process,’ he said. “The process is 
well under way, but it’s not nearly fin- 
ished. We're not going to be satisfied until 
we're up there at the top. We're going to 
keep raising our standard. We have a very 
high standard; we want perfection, 

“That's what we're going to strive for, 
and the players understand that.” 

Pelini’s players also understand he’s the 
boss. He made it clear from the get-go that 
hell accept nothing but their best effort, 
on or off the field. 

“Everything you are as a football player 
goes well beyond what you do on the foot- 
ball field,’ Pelini said. “It is who you are as 
a person. It is who you are when you are 
going to class and who you are when you 
walk into a meeting room. 

“If you do all those things the right way, 
the football will take care of itself. If you do 
not, it will not. I think the players under- 
stand that is where we are coming from.” 

Pelini hit the road after spring practice 
ended in an effort to re-energize the fan base. 
He spoke to boosters in Gothenburg and 
South Sioux City, doctors and high school 
coaches in Omaha, third-graders in Lincoln. 

His message to anyone that would listen 
is simple and straightforward. He is intent 
of giving Nebraskans a football program 
they can once again be proud of. 

“A big part of my job, other than being 
able to coach football, is to be an ambas- 
sador for the program,” Pelini said at an 
appearance at Catholic elementary school 
in Omaha. “To reach out and touch all the 
fans who are so passionate. To make an 
impression on the fan base and make them 
feel a part of the program. 

“It's not Bo Pelini’s program; it's not 
Tom Osborne's program. It’s the state's 
football program.” 

Now that’s substance that sizzles in the 
Husker Nation. = 
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HUSKER TRADITION 


Nebraska has had only four full-time 
head coaches in the past 46 seasons, an 
era that has included five national cham- 
pionships. The last of those titles came in 
1997 (split with Michigan), but the Huskers 
haven't won the Big 12 since 1999, creat- 
ing the second involuntary coaching 
change since 2003. 


Here is how the past four Nebraska 
coaches have fared: 


COACH YEARS RECORD PCT. 
Bob Devaney 1962-72 101-20 82.9, 
Tom Osborne 1973-97 255-49 83.6 
Frank Solich 1998-03 58-19 
Bill Callahan 2004-07 27-22 


ka head coach Bo Pelini: 


Graduate assistant 
n Quarterbacks 
cisco 49ers__ Defensive backs 


_ 1997-99 New England Patriots Linebackers 
~ 2000-02: Green Bay Packers Linebackers 
Nebraska D-coordinator, interim 
a head coach (1-0) 


» 2004 Oklahoma Co-defensive coordinator, 


defensive backs 


2005-07 LSU 


Defensive coordinator 
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SAM HE IS: 
BRADFORD SETS STANDARD AT OU 


BY JAKE TROTTER 


Prior to last season, Oklahoma offensive coordinator Kevin Wilson was 
asked what could be expected of new quarterback Sam Bradford. 
Wilson expressed great confidence in his redshirt freshman. Like, 

could he approach the achievements of Texas quarterback Colt 

McCoy from the previous season? 
Whoa ... let's not go overboard here. Consider that in 2006, 
McCoy tied the NCAA freshman record with 29 touchdown passes. 

“When it comes to freshman seasons,” Wilson said, “McCoy is 

the standard.” 

Now, Bradford is the standard. 

And this is a freshman standard that will be hard to 

top: A season of 36 touchdowns passes ... leading 
the nation in passing efficiency ... hitting 

22 complete passes in a row ... having another 

streak of 21 consecutive completions. 

“Obviously, we couldn’t have asked for much 

more,” coach Bob Stoops said. “The guy is 
exceptional and has an incredible future in 
front of him. He's doing everything we 
need him to do and more.” 

On top of that, Bradford led the 
Sooners to a second straight Big 

12 championship, throwing for 
two scores in a 38-17 victory 
over Missouri. 

This season, Stoops is count- 

ing on Bradford to continue 
improving, something McCoy strug- 
gled with last year during his sophomore campaign. 

“There is still a lot I can improve on,” said the 6-4, 

220-pound Bradford, who gained almost 15 pounds of 
muscle in the offseason. “You have to go out there and 
make better decisions by not turning the ball over. 

“T would like the coaches to feel like they can 
put more on me offensively and I would like to be 
able to handle more.” 

Bradford is expected to handle more. And he'll 
have plenty of experience around him to help. 

Unlike McCoy, who at times was running for his 
life, Bradford will work behind a veteran, talented 

line comprised of five seniors. 

He will also benefit from having the electric 
DeMarco Murray behind him at running back, as well 
as a pair of four-year starters at wide receiver in 

Juaquin Iglesias and Manuel Johnson. 

Not only that, Bradford has his favorite passing option 

back in 6-6, 264~pound tight end Jermaine Gresham, who 


“OBVIOUSLY, WE 
COULDN'T HAVE 
ASKED FOR MUCH 
MORE,” COACH BOB 
STOOPS SAID. “THE GUY 
IS EXCEPTIONAL AND 
HAS AN INCREDIBLE 
FUTURE IN FRONT OF 
HIM. HE'S DOING 
EVERYTHING WE 
NEED HIM TO DO 
AND MORE.” 


PHOTO BY: JOHN WILLIAMSON 
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caught four touchdown passes in a 42-14 
win over Texas A&M. 

Essentially, the pieces are in place for 
Bradford to duplicate his freshman year, 
which will make him a contender to eam 
All-Big 12 honors in a league loaded at 
the quarterback position — and perhaps 
Heisman Trophy consideration. 

“He's a great player,” said Missouri 
coach Gary Pinkel, whose Tigers lost to the 
Sooners both in the Big 12 championship ~ 
and earlier during the regular season. 
“He's just really, really an outstanding 
player, and especially for being so young.” 

Coming out of high school, though, 
Bradford wasn’t exactly viewed as the sec- 
ond coming of Heisman Trophy winner 
Jason White. 

After a middling senior season at 


Oklahoma City’s Putnam City North High 


School, only a handful of schools recruit- 
ed Bradford, though that list included 
Texas Tech coach Mike Leach, a noted 
quarterback guru. 


HOT START 


Sam Bradford had one of the best seasons ever for a freshman quarterback. 
Here's a look at his record-setting season: 


YEAR  G-GS COMP AIT PCr. YDS AVG 1D _ INT 
2007 14-14 237 341 69.5 3/121 222.9 36 8 
HIGHLIGHTS 


Led nation in passing efficiency with a rating of 176.53. 
© Set NCAA freshman record with 36 touchdown passes. 
© Set NCAA freshman record with a 69.5 completion percentage. 


© Tied school record with five touchdown passes in victories 


over Miami and Texas A&M. 


© Had streaks of 22 and 21 consecutive completions. 


" that we still have a long way to go if 


that's what we want to do with our 
offense,” Bradford said. “But I think its — 
something that will give our offense an. 
advantage if we can play at the tempo 


But playing at OU was a lifelong dream _ that the coaches want us to play at.” 


for Bradford, since his father, Kent _ 
Bradford, played for the Sooners during 
the 1970s. 

After redshirting in 2006, Bradford won a 
three-way battle over freshman Keith Nichol 

' and junior college transfer Joey Halzle to 

eam the starting nod last season. 

His calming presence on the field 
offered a welcome consistency to a pro- 
gram that had been in quarterback limbo 


ever since White led the Sooners to back- 


to-back national championship appear- 
ances in 2003 and 2004. 

In fact, Bradford is OU's first returning 
starter at the position since White. ' 

“7 think it just gives everyone more com- 
fort,” Bradford said. “Everyone feels more 
comfortable in the huddle, they know what _ 
‘Lam going to bring to the huddle. And they 
Know what I expect from them in the hud- 
dle and how things should be going.” 

Huddle, of course, is a figure of speech. 

_ Owing largely to the confidence he has 


Wilson and the other coaches are confi- 
dent Bradford will make the no-huddle 
hum because of his savvy, an asset he 
developed by competing in a number of — 
sports growing up. 

At one point, Bradford was considered 
a top-notch ice | hockey prospect. 

He also played on the state of Oklahoma's 
elite AAU basketball team, which included 
several current Division T players. 

But Bradford's best sport | other than 
football has been golf. 

Last summer, he shot a scorching 63 
while playing with high school friends 


"at an Oklahoma City golf course. 


"When he was younger, Bradford says he 


_ played 112 holes in a day with a couple 


of buddies. 
“Mom dropped us off before she went 


_ to school at-7,” he said. “And dad picked 


us up that evening at 9.” 
Excelling at so many sports played a 
"huge part in Stoops and Wilson deciding 


in his quarterback, Wilson implemented a ___ to offer Bradford a scholarship. And, it's 


no-huddle offense during spring practice. _ 
. The no-huddle should provide more snaps 
"for the offense, make it tougher for 
opposing defenses to substitute, and 

allow Bradford more time at the line of 

‘scrimmage to audible. _ 

“It's a lot different from what we've 
done, and I think (the spring) proved 
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a huge reason why they're so confident 
that hel keep improving. 

“He's real easy-going, but incredibly 
competitive without wearing things on 
his sleeve,” Stoops said. “We hoped it 
would manifest itself the way it has on 
the field and in competitive situations. 

“It's been easy for him.” = 
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CONFERENCE OF QUARTERBACKS. 


The Big 12 has more outstanding quarter- 
backs than any other league. Here is a 
look at how the conference's returning 
starters ranked nationally last season in 
passing efficiency. 


RK, PLAYER, SCHOOL RATING 
1. Sam Bradford, Oklahoma 176.5 
6. Graham Hanell, Texas Tech 157.3 

12. Zac Robinson, Oklahoma State 149.0 

14. Todd Reesing, Kansas 148.8 

15, Chase Daniel, Missouri. 147.9 

24. Colt McCoy, Texas «139.2 

60. Josh Freeman, Kansas State 127.3 

80. Cody Hawkins, Colorado 119.8 

84. Stephen McGee, Texas ASM 117.8 

86. Blake Szymanski, Baylor 117.0 


Linoy’s Seorrs Annunts 103 


BAYLOR BEAR 


AT At GLANCE 


overall; 34-28, 5 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
17; 9 offense, 6 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Kirby Freeman, QB Robert Griffin, 
OT Jason Smith, C J.D, Walton, 

WR David Gettis, DT Vincent Rhodes, 
LB Joe Pawelek, FS Jordan Lake 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
‘The Bears have the potential for a strong 
passing game — with perhaps any of 
three quarterbacks who all showed good 
signs in the spring. The defense has some 
leaders returning with linebacker Joe 
Pawelek and free safety Jordan Lake. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 2 


After going winless in the Big 12 last year 
under former coach Guy Morriss, the Bears 
will have to adjust on the run to Briles’ 
offensive system. The defense needs to 
make a major step, especially in a league 
where teams can score lots of points in 

a hurry. 


RB Brandon Whitaker, LB Nick Moore, 
CB Josh Bell, CB Alton Widemon, 
0G Chad Smith, $$ Brandon Stiggers 


Baylor scored a coup by landing Briles, 
who brought excitement to the program in 
the spring, But he has his work cut out for 
“him at a program that hasn't produced a 
winning season since 1995. If the defense 
can improve dramatically, the Bears will 
have a chance to win some Big 12 games. 
But it will be difficult to rise from the _ 
bottom in the loaded Big 12 South, 


BAYLOR 


Time is Right For Briles 


B“ in 2002, an ambitious Texas Tech 
assistant named Art Briles sought 
legendary coach Grant Teaff’s advice on 
landing the Baylor job. 

“They're not going to hire an assistant,” 
said Teaff, who was Baylor's head coach 
from 1972-92. “They've been down that 
road before.” 

So Briles spent the next five seasons as 
the University of Houston's head coach, 
turning a downtrodden program into a 
winner, When the Baylor job re-opened 
after Guy Morri 


ber, Briles was back again, this time with 


was fired last Novem- 


plenty of good Division I head coaching 
experience. 

Te was the right place at the right time. 
Baylor hired him to breathe some fire into 
a program that hasn't produced a winning 
season since 1995. 

Briles has earned a reputation as a mas- 
ter rebuilder after leading Stephenville 
(Texas) High School to four state cham- 
pionships in the 1990s before taking 
Houston to four bowl appearances in five 
seasons. 

This will be Briles’ biggest rebuild- 
ing job. The Bears have been Big 12 
South doormats since the league opened 
in 1996, After going 3-5 in conference 
games two years ago, the Bears went win- 
less last season, 

Baylor's struggles haven't diminished 
Briles’ enthusiasm, which spread to his 
players during spring drills. 

“I'm not on a five-year plan or a seven- 
year deal,” Briles said. “We're on a five- 
minute plan. We are going to get it done 


to Rebuild Baylor 


now.” 
Getting it done now will rake a dramat- 
ic overhaul, Baylor's offense ranked 110th 


in the country in scoring last year, while 


the defense came in at 112th, giving up 
37 points per game. 

While Baylor has good skill people in 
several spots, both the offensive and de- 
fensive lines need to develop depth to 
compete every weekend in the Big 12. 
But with 17 starters returning and some 
talented recruits like Copperas Cove 
(Texas) quarterback Robert Griffin, Briles 
at least has a starting point to turn Baylor 
into a winner, 

“T realize what has happened here, but 
I can't concern myself with that,” Briles 
said, “What I can concern myself with is 
getting together with these guys and start- 
ing in a new direction and making some- 
thing good happen.” 


OFFENSE 


During his final season at Houston, 
Briles’ offense ranked fourth in the coun- 
try with 501.9 yards per game. The Cou- 
ee 
25 in passing and rushing, a blueprint 


's were the only team ranked in the Top 


Briles hopes to establish at Baylor. 

By far, the most interesting bactle dur- 
ing fall preseason drills will be at quar- 
terback where returning starter Blake 
Szymanski will ery to hold off newcomers 
Kirby Freeman and Robert Griffin. 

Szymanski passed for 2,844 yards and 
22 touchdowns last season, but he often 
struggled with consistency, throwing 18 


interceptions. The junior will have diffi- 
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Blake Sz ymanski Photo by Doug Holleman 


Photo by: WD/Icon SMI 


| | 


Jordan Lake 


culty keeping his job after Freeman and 
Griffin looked impressive during spring 
drills. 

Freeman, once one of the top quar- 
terback prospects in the country, is 
hoping for a last shot at glory as a 
senior after transferring from Miami. 
After receiving his undergraduate de- 
gree at Miami last May, Freeman was 
granted a waiver from the NCAA and 
will be eligible this fall. 

Freeman is looking for a big year after 
throwing for just three touchdowns and 
six interceptions at Miami last season. 

Griffin enrolled at Baylor early after 
graduating from Copperas Cove in De- 
cember. Griffin was one of the stars of the 
spring game, displaying his passing and 
running skills, He led Copperas Cove to 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


Kirby Freeman 


2007 stats: 77.8 ypg rushing (11th in Big 12/113th in NCAA), 278.4 yog passing (Gth’27th), 351.2 ypg total offense (11th/BSth, 18.2 ppg (14th/11 1th). 


Fifth-year Miami transfer could win heated battle, 


R. Griffin, Fr/B. Szymanski, Jt.* 


RB Jay Finley So. _ Should thrive in Briles' balanced attack. Jacoby Jones, Sr. 
WR__ David Gettis* dt Best deep threat with sprinters speed. Td. Soranton, Jr. 
WR___Ernest Smith* Jr Looking for more action after one TD catch. Kyle Mitchell, Jr. 
WR__ Thomas White Sr__Big-play threat who caught eight TDs last year. dustin Fenty, Jt. 

TE Justin Akers* Jr. Leading returning receiver with 43 catches, four TDs. Brad Taylor, So.* 
LT Jason Smith* Sr,__Talented lineman with most NFL potential. Jordan Hearvey, Jf 
LG Chris Griesenbeck Jr Only new starter on experienced offensive line. Courtney Green, Fr. 
C _J.D. Walton Jt. Rimington candidate; Baylor’s most consistent OL. _ Hunter Hightower, Fr, 
RG James Barnard* Jr Should continue to develop after solid season. John Jones, Fr. 
RT__Dan Gay" Sr.___ 22 straight O-line starts after switching from defense. Larry Bradley, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 1823 ypg rushing (11th in Big 12/86th in NCAA), 278.3 ypg passing (11th 10th), 461.6 yg total defense (11th 10th), 37.0 ppg (11th/1 12th), 


DE __ Leon Freeman St.___Team-high 9.5 tackles for loss. Jameon Hardeman, So. 
OT Vincent Rhodes* Sr.___ Will be counted on to anchor interior defense, Sam Sledge, Jr. 

DT __Trey Bryant* Jt Looking for more production after 28 tackles last year, Nicolas Jean-Baptiste, Fr. 
DE _Jason Lamb* Jt. Team-high five sacks, six QB hits last season. Zac Scotton, Fr. 

LB Antonio Jones df Jones, Patin provide big-play potential, Earl Patin, So. 

LB Joe Pawelek* Jt Second-team All-Big 12 LB key to defense. Chris Francis, So. 

LB Antonio Johnson So. Should emerge after switch from defensive end, Eliot Coffey, Fr. 

CB Dwain Crawford* St. Tied for team high with two interceptions. Antareis Bryan, So. 

CB Kiys Buerck. So. Converted wide receiver will add speed to defense, Cliff Odom, So. 
SS__Jeremy Wiliams Jr___ 5,5 tackles for loss last season. Maron Price, Sr. 

FS Jordan Lake* Jt. Hard-hitting safety recorded team-high 120 tackles, _ Jake La Mar, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


the Class 4A Division I state title game 
last season by rushing for 24 touchdowns 
and passing for 16. 

The quarterbacks will be aided by a 
solid group of receivers featuring Da- 
vid Gettis and Thomas White, and 
tight ends Justin Akers and Brad Taylor. 
Akers was Baylor's second-leading re- 
ceiver last season with 43 catches for 
426 yards. Taylor caught 35 passes for 
465 yards. 

Despite playing in just nine games, 
White caught 34 passes for 475 yards and 
a team-high eight touchdowns. But the 
breakout receiver might be Gettis, a track 
star who caught 31 passes as a sophomore 
last year, The Bears will need veteran 
receivers like Gettis, Ernest Smith and 
Mikail Baker to use their speed to open 


up the passing game. 

Using a spread offense, Baylor's passing 
game has been effective in the past few 
years, but little thought has been given 
to the running game. The Bears averaged 
just 77.8 yards rushing last season to rank 
113th in the country. 

Jay Finley and Jacoby Jones likely will 
carry the load. After rushing for just 
207 yards as a freshman, Finley showed 
his speed and cutting ability during the 
spring and could have a big year. 

Offensive tackle Jason Smith, at 6-5 
and 298 pounds, probably has the most 
NEL potential on the squad. The Bears 
have a solid core of linemen to build 
around Smith, including tackle Dan Gay 
and Rimington Trophy candidate J.D. 
Walton at center. 
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BEARS RECRUITING 2008 


Kendall Wight, WE 

Wright can do it all — run, pass, catch. He is a versatile athlete who 
has been a standout on the track, basketball court and football field 
since his freshman year. He likely won't have to wait to find a spat on 
the field for the Bears. 


Rabert Gratin, 08 

Normally, a true freshman quarterback would not be slotted here, but 
he was impressive after enrolling early and going through spring 
drills. He still has a fight in front of him with Miami transfer Kirby 
Freeman and returning starter Blake Szymanski in the mix, but he'll be 
hard to keep on the sideline. 


Serenty Samilers, ATH 

Recruited to Baylor as a quarterback, Sanders has the ability to find a 
spot on the field at a number of positions. Like Wright and Griffin, he 
is a playmaker, and coach Art Briles is creative enough to get Sanders 
involved in the offense somehow. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Name Pos. Stars HL Wt. Hometown 


Romie Blaylock §=WR OGO 510 170 Cedar Hil, TX 
Had 34 catches for 629 yards and seven touchdowns his senior season. 


School 
Cedar Hill 


Rodney Brisbon ah ooo 6-6 330 Senatobla, MS Northwest Mississippi C.C. 
First-team All-American at Northwest in 2006... Chose Baylor over Houston 


Roney Chadwick = DB OO 6&2 189 Carthage, ™ Carthage 
Had 132 tackles and three forced fumbles as a senior...Selected Baylor over Louisiana- 
Monroe. 


Jared Edwanis DE OG G4 250 Mansfield, ‘Timberview 
Had 52 tackles, four sacks and five forced fumbles last season...Brother Lonnie is on 
the football team at Texas Tech. 


Nick Florence = BC OOO 62 167 Garland, TK ‘South Gartand 
Rated as the nation’s No. 22 dual-threat quarterback by Rivals.com...Threw for over 
3,000 yards as a senior. 


Brandon Garrett ah oo 6-7 290 LaManue, TX ‘La Marque 
Chose Baylor over Oklahoma State, Nebraska, Colorado and Kansas despite not 
playing as a senior. 


Robert Griftin B® coco 6-3 195 Copperas Cove, TX Copperas Cove 
Rated as the No. 42 prospect in Texas and the nation’s No. 4 dual-threat quarterback by 
Rivals.com..,.Threw for 1,356 yards and 16 touchdowns, and ran for 1,285 yards and 
24 scores as a senior. 


‘Trentson Hill 1B OO 6&0 177 Mount Pleasant, TX ‘Mount Pleasant 
Recorded 72 tackles and five interception his senior season. 
Jake Jackson © oo 63 ‘Southlake, TX Carll 


Did not allow a sack as a senior...Selected Baylor over Louisville and Georgia Tech. 


‘Kaeron Johnson = «DE OO &2 265 Cuero, TK Cuero 
Had 58 tackles and nine sacks in 2007...Chose Baylor over Missouri and Arizona. 


Cameron Kauhold §=0L OO 65 275 Friendswood, TX 
First-team All-District... chose Baylor over TCU and Houston. 


Friendswood 


rc Committments 

o Average Stars 

z i 61 0 O000 
a we 

= S 

‘Trentson Hit, CB 


Cornerback is one of the Bears’ thin- 
nest positions; they need help now . 
Hill may not have been the most 
highly regarded prospect, but he has 
the athletic ability to step right in. 


2009 NEEDS 


‘There are a number of need areas, but No. 1 
is comerback, where the Bears have little 
depth and signed just two in the ‘08 class. 
Defensive line also is a big need area. On the 
offensive side, the Bears need running 


backs. 
Pos. Stars Wt. Hometow School 
Gary Mason 65 211 Waxahachie, Waxahachie 


Rated as the No. 78 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 21 weakside defensive end. 


‘Ben Parks Ko &2 195 Argyle, 1% Argyle 
Hit 11 of 17 field goal attempts and 57 of 60 extra point tries last season...Averaged 


37.8 yards per punt...Selected Baylor over Wyoming. 

Fredric Plesus = BO 61 243 Lenonille, ue, Lennoxvlle 
Recorded 77 tackles and five sacks as a senior. 

‘Tracy Robertson = DE © 64 230, Houston, TK Lamar 


Had 83 tackles, 11 sacks and two fumbles recovered as a senior...Chose Baylor over 
lowa State. 


Jarred Salubi BOO 5-10 195 Waco, 1X Waco 
Rushed for 1,306 yards and 15 touchdowns...Selected Baylor over lowa State, 
Missouri, Texas Tech and Rice. 


Lanear Sampson WR OO 6-0 182 Mesquite, TX North Mesquite 
Rated as the No. 57 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 50 wide receiver. 


Jeremy Sanders = ATH @ G2 210 Corsicana, TX Navarro J.C. 
Completed 183 passes for 2,252 yards and 11 touchdowns for Navarro last season 
Chose Baylor over Missouri. 


TsScranfon = WR OO. S11 180 Kilgore, TK Kilgore Junior College 
Caught 57 passes for 796 yards and 13 touchdowns in 2007...Signed with Houston out 
of high school. 


‘Mike Williams B CoS 6-0 170 Beaumont, TX Westbrook 
Rated as the nation’s No. 55 cornerback by Rivals.com. 
‘Terrance Williams WR © 6-3 185 Dallas, WI. White 


Caught 59 passes for 972 yards and eight touchdowns as a seni 
Colorado State. 


hose Baylor over 


‘Kendall Wright Mi COO 5-11 163. Pittsburg, ™X Pittsburg 
Rated as the No. 81 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 64 athlete. 
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IC BEARS SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


No. Nan Hr. Wr. Cus No. Nant Wr. Guass ‘rst-year coach Art Briles knows his team has 
14 _aUSTON AKERS Te 65 mk Deer Park 38 DR 59 New Orleans, LA Fee to go before it can compete at a high 
2 TOW ANDERSON RB? Aigton 48 TLERKIG 6s mk ‘lana, GA level in the Big 12 every week. 
ee Coppers Cone $7 SOE ORBTL mo 6s am San Anti But lhe’ Ged! the. effort he saw’ during the 
5 MWAILBAKER WR 64185 ot Tals 17 ALEKNUSHNEIR_—€B_—61_199So__—Bikng Ridge ND Beard’ 25: practices that ended withya)controlled 
$1 JANES BARNARD OG 6-426 —Oveland Fk IS «2 SDAMELAMAR SS Bedford 2 p nae 
12_TWLER BEATTY ob 6-3 202 So PRlugerville 11_WUKE LA MAR WR 62 191 So Bedford scrimmage on April 5. Competition for many of 
92_berrin ante D626 Pra iw 21 JORDAN LAKE S62 mk Howton the starting jobs will continue during fall drills. 
19308 BENNETT WR 57 170 _ Arlington 85 _JASON LAMB DE 66 260 Richardson “Our guys did a great job — they're a hungry 
fo AOUEBLANOGK WR S41 etsy 46D B 222 So ‘Lov Angeles, CA football team,” Briles said. “We had a lot of 
174 _THAD BOATNER o 67 my Hamilton, 6 _ RUSSELL MAR. ae ee Henderson personnel to look at and a lot of schemes to get 
76 1MRY BRADY OTs a_i Mani —2_TRAMS NCULAD mh dhonibeth sides ck the ball’ Bue we thinkwehad 
{SHEA BREWSTER PK _61_67_So____—Calege Staton 99‘ REXMCOOUGALD—MT_63_a78 So Rest arnductecerinn.” 
4 CORTERRUNELE DS? 218k Duluth GA 39 MCELROY We sti 1s ; r 
(26_ANTAREDS BRYAN. {B61 180 So Dallas 81_KYLE MITCHELL WR 62 24 oh soiTbers.siuno.spiayer ‘Bhiles hes, beehi cmcre 
97_ TREY BRYANT. mr 6331 Daas 23 ZAK MITCHELL $510 mo Vitoria impressed with than senior offensive tackle 
16s BER 6 mS Mevgute 15 EDOUMEWTON WR 62_210_‘S1__—_—Sua Mone, CA Jason Smith, who was an honorable mention 
94 CHRIS BUFORD OE ts _263 Sa Dilagton  29_cLF 000M 5a 1% fe igi All-Big 12 pick last season despite missing four 
37 HUOTconEY ——§_1_206_r Sup Land 33_EARL PAN Wh 62220 So“ Batn Rowe LA games with a knee injury, With 27 starts, Smith 
9 casey oOmER OS? Aon 44_JOE Pare rae ae San Antonio has more starts than any other Baylor player. 
1 DWAIN CRATORD —_S_61_197_St lings 2_ANDREENCE 510104 Mout “the effort that Jason Smith worked out with 
2 _DONMMOUECRES co Hilton 1 MARLON PRICES a Bala ara ‘ 
and played with in the spring game was as hum- 
24_ Mart crook 63a fico 67_ BEN RANOLE WR 65 205 So Rano 7 u i 
16 TYLER DELOAGH 64185 50 Coppell 91 VINCENT RHODES —_T_6-2 305 Sr Denison bling an experience as I've been through as a 
98 RYAN DOUGLASS UT 63264 laander RYAN ROBERTS: Pree Keller coach,” Briles said. “Honestly, his effort was off 
36 DEREK EpRsON P3212 _ $0 Southlake 96 2ACSCOTTON DE 6619 Houston the scale.” 
USAIN W510 178 oe Tench $0 SAMSHAIA 1861241 sr ipa tial Smith was a key player on an offensive line 
s_Termoey ooo & asa 19 RAYSINS me 0 Conleana that allowed just 21 sacks for a team that threw 
32 anrroey mo sa mS Coiana — S8_MATISIOLETIRY WR O28 San doe CA a school-record $61 passes last season. 
3 CMSTRAICS BSS Se Cola wll 60 Say suDoE eta Nidan esPreghman Suartertiack Robart Geiftiniicoly 
7 Kiko reEMAN 063210 ownvoad 13 ERSTSMTH_—_——WR_—63_107 ian, UA . 
1 WoUrIDUN D622 _S Wee. 72_ASONSNITH oT _65 ashe Gaia. | pesos te ony inesicomen wo caulsisee aye 
1_pvont 0652S Lafaete A S8_ANOMEW SOWOER WR 642 Shallonte ing Fime this fell, 
‘1_ADAM GER 6s Ss Waco 80s sTROUD 62 6 Tot Worth Kendall Wright, who played quarterback at 
4 bao cerns WR 64 206 _LonAngelen CA 86 _ANORIW SUMPTER WR 6310 fh over Mou Pittsburg (Texas) High School, should get a good 
(65 _ COURTNEY Gat L647 Cconscana 56 _ CHRIS SUSH De 62 26 Astington look at receiver. Junior T.J. Scranton should also 
7H CHRIS GRIESENBECK OT 646 268d Sin Antonio 20__PATRICK SWINDLE (B51 188 So Tyler see considerable time at receiver after catching 
1 nowenrcnuriy ——h_63,_—t00_— Coppnn Cove 27_‘BAYAWSWINDOLL—_WR_63 Nan 57 passes for 796 yards and 13 touchdowns last 
10 AMEOWWARDOUN E61 A So ils 6 AKESTYMANSK] O64 205 a Fal ene aD kilgore Callege: 
75 WOHOAIMEARVEY. T6428 ehurdion 34 MADTANIOR—_—_WR_63_289 So alone , ry 
66 HUNTER HIGHTOWER OT 6-5 268 ft Richardson 29-_CHAD TRAXLER WR 62184 $0 Grapevine se Tue plaverss making notable ¢ position, 
34_ BE KSOH e620 Southlake 93_RAYLONWALTERS DE 6-5 i Houston changes this year are senior quarterback John 
9 NCOLAS ALAAPTSTEDT 62317 Stafford 38 9., WALTON ¢ 6 wx David Weed and redshirt freshman defensive end 
b_AOUD IONS e_—61_18)_— Tindet = 280K “mt y Matt Singletary, both to slot receiver. 
45 ANTONIO JOHNSON 1864 206__So Mico LARRY WASHINGTON WB_—61_—295 _ st San Amaia Singletary is the son of Mike Singletary, an 
& AvoOvONES B62 218 als 7 SOHN DATO WED R65 223 st. Houston All-American linebacker at Baylor from 1978-80 
25 coor voMES Rata? ange 3 THOMAS WHITE WR_—62 204 ano who 4s a member of the College and Pro Football 
so snes 66538 Cedar til 4 “SEREMY ULUNMS 5.10205 Tatas halls ct fama, 
‘3 _Avonew suo vee Cawond 85 _SUCYWILUANS WR 6118 fe Houston 
(3-9, 0-8) 
| « TD Long Avg/6 L at TCU 0-27 
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But there are reasons for optimism, spe- 


cifically linebacker Joe Pawelek, free safety | "=P ES J & 
 ™ BRIGHTEST 


Jordan Lake and tackle Vincent Rhodes. 
Pawelek was the Big 12's Newcomer of 


the Year as a freshman two years ago when MMMUMLEEMM GIT [ENT ia 
Sains sf LB Joe Pawelek 

he collected 86 tackles. He had 99 tack. Te MMe of Bape 

les last season. Pawelek, combining heart, defense, Pawelek was 


i ntell; A a Freshman All-American: in 
athleticism and intelligence, is the hub of )/9y¢ anus geondtcan al 
Baylor's defense. Big 12 pick last season. ... Has. 
He’ es . recorded 185 tackles in tio 
He'll be joined at linebacker by some |) gescone at linebacker inelud 
_ ‘ing 99 stops last year. ... Made 
young players short on experience, but) Sas fst Mrs 
high on athleticism. Antonio Jones, Earl} forcing three fumbles and 
Patin and Anthony Jones all appear ready | Sn" Asa Feshan seed Bajlors tile over 
to emerge as heavy contributors. time win at Colorado with an interception at the 
exes goal line, ... An academic All-America candidate 
The secondary took some hits with Josh |) with a 3.7 grade-point average in business 


Bell, Alcon Widemon and Brandon Stig- 
gers gone. But Lake is back at free safety  Jiulg Joidadl Take | 

after collecting 120 tackles and intercept- After suffering. a season- 
i ‘ ending broken collarbone as 
ing two passes last season. The hard-hit-  ) a redshirt freshman in 2006, 
Lake came into his own last 


ting safety will be joined by senior corner- atthe ae st 


§ back Dwain Crawford and senior safety |} Big 12 safety. ... His team- 
5 eSiesiv ‘high 120 tackles were Baylor's: 
3 Jake La Mar. most since Maurice Lane had 
5 Sophomore Krys Buerck, who played 
a 
= receiver last season, brought his athlet- 
3 a . A A Texas A&M. ... Named Big 12 Player of the Week 
: icism to cornerback in the spring and Ter coiig sem aces, ng i fue 
a earned a starting spot opposite Craw-  [ bles, intercepting two passes and recovering 
< a fumble in win over Buffalo. 
ford. 
Rhodes showed signs of becoming a 
ent eaten ee “0B Robert Griffin 
force in the spring but will have to prove denieiaromcciecs 


Cove High School eaily, and | 
: made) an immediate impact 
Trey Bryant is back at nose tackle, where during spring drills by jumping | 
DEFENSE he had some good moments last year. sec ee ia geaeah a Es =. 
nt 


The Bears could have a potentially — }) freeman and tetiming starter 


helped build strong defenses at Penn Song pass rush with ends Jason Lamb  [Vesacies wit Ris passing al 
é a4 ¢ pues 53 |) minning skills and quick 
Shite ibuthe eneven moat challenseliks ae Sai ae ital 53 Pisce oneness = 
4 = tackles and a team-hig! lve Sacks last sea- A four-star recruit, Griffin ran for 1,285 yards and 24 
this, The Bears allowed 461.6 yards and anes a! = = 
son, while Freeman led the Bears with 9.5 | fees al reseller 250 aes 
: 7 od tackles for losses: Division I finals with a 13-2 record. ... Following 
worse as the season progressed. sir uaanceniark eres aueeaeR nee 
‘the 400-meter hurdles at 50.14 seconds. 


his consistency throughout the season. 


First-year coordinator Brian Norwood 


37 points per game last season and got 


Baylor's Winning Trend 1998-2007 
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Player Profile 


Kirby Freeman 


= 


Coach Connection 
Brings QB Home 


Kirby Freeman went to Miami four years 
ago as one of the most highly touted quar- 
terbacks in the country. 

After going through many ups and 
downs, he’s not the same starry-eyed kid 
who left Brownwood, Texas, to attend a 
big-time college football program, Now 
a fifth-year senior, he’s hoping to go out 
with a bang at Baylor. 

“I came to Baylor for one reason, and 
that’s to win football games,” Freeman 
said. “Hopefully, we can get Baylor foot- 
ball back on the map, and I don’t think 
we're far off.” 


After earning his bachelor's degree in 
sports administration from Miami last May, 
Freeman received a waiver from the NCAA 
and was granted immediate eligibility at 
Baylor. He began his master’s degree in 
sports pedagogy in the spring. 

The biggest reason Freeman transferred 
to Baylor was because of his long-term re- 
lationship with first-year Bears coach Art 
Briles. Freeman's father, Brownwood coach 
Steve Freeman, was once an assistant un- 
der Briles at Stephenville High School. 

“I know Coach Briles can make me the 
quarterback I want to be,” Freeman said. 
“He'll push me to do some things that 
Tcouldn’t have done on my own.” 

Freeman will enter the fall in a heated 
quarterback battle with returning starter 
Blake Szymanski and gifted freshman Rob- 
ert Griffin, who graduated from Copperas 
Cove High School early to join the Bears 
for spring drills. Briles’ offense requires the 
quarterback to pass and run, and Freeman 
believes he fits the bill. 

“We've had pretty intense competition,” 
Freeman said. 

“You've got to be a decent athlete to be 
a quarterback in this offense, and you have 
to be able to read coverages that not ev- 
ery college quarterback is asked to do, The 
main thing Coach Briles is looking for is 
consistency.” 

Freeman threw for 1,311 yards and 12 
touchdowns during his career at Miami, 
but struggled last year as he hit just 18 of 
58 passes for 256 yards with three touch- 
downs and six interceptions. 

But he doesn’t see his four years with 
the Hurricanes as a complete washout. 

“I got a degree from Miami and I met 
my fiancee (Kira Aloupis) there,” Freeman 
said. 

“I felt like I was in the right place at 
the wrong time. Miami is known for its 
tradition and national championships, 
but somewhere in the middle it developed 
into a program that I wasn’t extremely 
fond of. I realize I'm getting a second 
chance at Baylor and I'm going to try to 
run with it.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Shea Brewster struggled as a freshman, 
hitting just three of eight field goal attempts. 
He'll be pushed by freshman Ben Parks, 

Derek Epperson has potential to bea solid 
punter, averaging 39.1 yards as a freshman. 

David Gettis will bring his speed to 
the kick return team after averaging 22.4 
yards on 34 returns last season, Joe Ben- 
nett is back as a punt returner after ayer- 
aging 8.5 yards on 19 returns. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Bears will be challenged out of the 
blocks with a home game against Wake 
Forest, which went 9-4 and should be one 
of the best teams in the ACC, 

Baylor wont get a break in the Big 12 by 
opening at home against Oklahoma, but the 
Bears should have a chance to win the fol- 
lowing week at home against Iowa State, The 
Bears face eight bowl teams from 2007. 

Baylor's homecoming game is Nov. 1 
against Missouri — maybe not the best 


choice since the 's are the favorites to 


win the North, But any opponent would 
be a tough choice for a Baylor program 
that's trying to rise from the bottom. 

— John Werner 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 28 WAKE FOREST ~ 


Sept. 6 NORTHWESTERN STATE — 


Sept. 13 WASHINGTON STATE — 


a ae Ey 
Sept. 19 at Connecticut 
“Oct. 4 OKLAHOMA > 


Fy > ae re mre 
Oct. 11 IOWA STATE 


ee 
Oct. 18 at Oklahoma State 


BSS. 
© Oct. 25, at Nebraska 
Nov. 1 MISSOURI 


a 


Nov. 8 at Texas 


ee 
Nov. 15 TEXAS A&M 


Nov. 29 at Texas Tech 
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By Monte Hale 


COACH: Todd Dodge — At North Texas and overall: 
2-10, 1 year 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Todd Ford 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gary DeLoach 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2004 

LAST BOWL: 2004, New Orleans 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 8 offense, 6 defense, 
punter, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Giovanni Vizza, OB Riley 
Dodge, WR Casey Fitzgerald, C Kelvin Drake, LB Craig 
Robertson, DB Antoine Bush 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The passing game will only get 
better, as this has a chance to be one of the more 
prolific passing spreads in the country. The offensive 
line should be much improved. And the defense ... 
wel, it can’t be worse. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defense ranked last in the 
nation in 2007 in points allowed, and lost two-time 
all-conference player Jeremiah Chapman up front. The 
first three games — Kansas State, Tulsa and LSU — 
will severely stress the defense and offers little chance 
for momentum. 


OFFENSE 

Coach Todd Dodge, living up to his reputa- 
tion, delivered an exciting spread offense in his 
first season, And there is still plenty of room for 
the team to grow in his sy 

UNT scored almost 25 points a game — not 
great, bue about double from the previous season 
— and averaged almost 300 yards passing, led by 
quarterback Giovanni Vizza, who shattered the 
school’s freshman passing record (2,388 yards). 

Here's an idea about the offense’s potential: 
Vizwa threw for eight touchdowns in a wild 74-62 
loss to Navy. 

And yet Vizza has to improve his accuracy and 

will need to keep getting better. Highly anticipated 
freshman Riley Dodge, the son of the head coach, 
was a Parade high school All-American and could 
ly challenge for the starting job this fall, 
Good news for the quarterbacks is that the 
Mean Green will have the top receiver in the 
Sun Belt Conference — senior Casey Fitzgerald. 
The former walk-on set school records with 111 
catches for 1,322 yards and 12 touchdowns last 
season. Senior Brock Stickler caught 37 passes for 
391 yards and two touchdowns. 

The line should be much improved, led by 
all-conference center Kelvin Drake. The run- 
ning game was inconsistent last season, although 
sophomore Micah Mosley showed promise and 
improvement as the season progressed. 

The Mean Green offense has a chance to be 
one of the best in the conference, and the competi- 


2008 Schedule 


2007 Results 


North Texas 


tion at quarterback can only make it better. 


DEFENSE 

The Mean Green turned to its past to try to 
improve its future on defense. 

Dodge hired former North Texas coordina- 
tor Gary DeLoach and charged him with curn- 
ing around the worst defense in the Sun Bele 
Conference. North Texas allowed more than 45 
points, almost 230 yards rushing and more than 
250 yards passing a game last season. 

‘The 43 defensive scheme needs a major overhaul. 

North Texas lost its top performer, Jeremiah 
Chapman, an all-league defensive lineman who led 
the Mean Green with 78 tackles, including 17 for 
loss. The line is young and will be led by senior nose 
tackle Joseph Miller, who had 48 tackles, including 
six for loss last season, and junior Eddrick Gilmore, 
who had 35 tackles, including six for loss. 

The secondary struggled all season, bur should 
be much improved. 

Three starters return in the secondary, led by 
Antoine Bush, a fixture in the lineup the past two 
years. He had 42 tackles and one interception in 
cach of his first two seasons, 

During DeLoach’s previous stint at North 
Texas, the Mean Green had the Sun Belt 
Conference's most dominant defense, UNT can’t 
reach that level in 2008, bur the group should be 
much improved and take a lor of the pressure off 
the offense 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Mean Green returns sophomore Thomas 
Moreland, who needs to be more consistent after 
making eight of 15 field goal artempts last season. 
Senior punter Truman Spencer averaged more than 
41 yards and could contend for all-league honors. 
UNT needs to improve its protection, as it had 
three punts blocked last season. 


OVERVIEW 

The second year under Dodge should be much 
better than last season's two-win campaign. The 
offense should put up big numbers, but the key 
will be if the defense can improve. If it does, the 
Mean Green should move up the league standings 


and be considered one of the rising programs in 
the Sun Belt. 


2007 Rankings 


Aug. 30 atKansas State | «RO, 18) [ ay Sepa 
Sept. 6 Tusa | Lat Oklahoma 10-79 | Scoring 248 7 
Sept, 13 atisu. | & at SMU 31-45 Rushing 1188 9 
ate atRige | FLORIDAATLANTIC 20:30 | Fassng ©2897 1 
i Lat Arkansas 7-66 | Total 408.4 a7 

ats ‘ Tear | L atlouisana-Latayete 20-38 | 

sey ich |W LOUISIANA-MONROE 31-21 | DEFENSE —-PERGAME RANK 
Oct. 18 at Louisiana-Monroe) | at Troy 7245 | Sextina 451 119 
Oct. 25 TROY | | MIDDLE TENNESSEE 28-43 | fusing = 787 He 
Nov.1 at Western Kentucky == «L_sNAVY 6274 | ae mee ix 
Nov. 8 at Florida Atlantic | Lat Arkansas State 27-31 
"Nov. 22 at Middle Tennessee | W_ WKU 27-26 TOMARGIN. PERGAME RANK 
"Nov.29 ARKANSAS STATE | L_ at Florida Intemational 19-38.) -11 -082 110 
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Pos 
8 Giovanni Vizza 6-1 195 So, 
Biley Dod 60183 fe 
RB Micah Mosley 61205 So, 
Cam Montgomer 62208 31, 
WR Sam Roberson 64 20 Fr 
Breece Johnson 6-1 175 So. 
WR Brock Stickler* 6-3 2250 Sr. 
Roderick Johnson ___6-2__190_Sr. 
WR — Casey Fitzgerald* S11 195 Sr. 
Alex Lott 175__So. 
WR Sam Dibrell* 6-2 205 So. 
Marcus King 63200 fr. 
uw ‘Matt Menard* 6-5 275 So. 
Jack Crumes 266 Jt 
LG Tyler Bailey* 62 280 Jr 
3.3. Johnson 6228 Ft. 
c Kelvin Drake* 6-2 3000 In, 
Bryan Glass 6-0 280. dt. 
RG Esteban Santiago* 6-5 302 So, 
Troy Kokjobn 62258 
RT Victor Gill 65 235 So, 
‘Jacob Kaiser 67 a Ft, 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. CL 
‘DE Eddrick Gilmore* 6-5 240 
Kyle Russo 6-3 245 
OT Isaac Thomas S11 289 
Charlie Brown 66 255 
‘DT Joseph Miller* 6-3 275 
Jonathan Stewart 6-2 260 
DE Marquis Sykes 63253 So, 
Ryan Davenport 62228 St, 
LB Craig Robertson* 6-0 225 So, 
Bron Hager 3 210 Fre 
1B Tobe Nwigwe 20 a. 
Colt Mahan 220 Sr. 
1B Ad. Penson 20) 50, 
Steve Warren 215, ri 
ce Antoine Bush* 1700 Jr 
Chris Neal 182 __ $0. 
cB Latif Nurudeer 20000 Sr. 
Aryan Adams 60382. 
s Kartey Agbottah* 62 190 Jr 
Greg Garden 5-11__187_So. 
s Kylee Hill 5-10 186 dn 
Germaine Dawson 6-1 213 Sr. 
Special Teams 
Name Wt. cl 
K ‘Thomas Moreland* 5-10 193 So, 
ts ‘Truman Spencer* 6-3 2000 Sr 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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AT Al GLANCE 


Dan Hawkins — At Colorado: 8-17, 
2 years; overall: 61-28, 7 years 
5 T 


14; 6 offense, 7 defense, punter 


OB Cody Hawkins, RB Darrell Scott, 
WR Josh Smith, WR Patrick Williams, 

| OT Ryan Miller, DT Gearge Hypolite, 

"LB Brad Jones, CB Gardner McKay 


‘The offense is young) but coaches are qui- 
etly building an elite offensive line. This _ 
” group has the potential to be the best 
CU has put on the field since 2002. The 
defensive line features two all-conference- 
level tackles and a deep, talented group 
of linebackers who should be tough to run 


“Replacing two starting comerbacks will 
probably lead to some growing pains in 
a league where spread offenses require 
four or five competent coverage guys. 
Coaches might have to rely on several 
rookie tight ends. The team will also be 
breaking in a new placekicker. 


"RB Hugh Charles, LB Jordon Dizon, 

‘CB Terrence Wheatley, OT Tyler Polumbus, 
TE Tyson Deviee, WR Dusty Sprague, 

96 Kai Maiava i 


‘The Buffs, still young, should be in every 
game and could upset an opponent or 
two. A tough schedule probably will pre- 
vent a big jump in the win column — 
with that kind of improvement more 
“likely coming in 2009. Hepat | 


COLORADO 


WE Er 


For more coverage of the Buffaloes, visit www. colorado.rivals.com 


Pieces in Place, but Hawkins’ Rebuilding Job Continues 


he rebuilding project in Boulder is 

moving along nicely under third- 
year coach Dan Hawkins. He assembled 
a top 15 recruiting class in February, fol- 
lowing a memorable win over Oklahoma 
and a bowl loss to Alabama. 

‘The Buffaloes are just 8-17 in Hawkins’ 
first two seasons at Colorado, but he has 
made a huge impact in turning around 
lagging ticket sales and booster contribu- 
tions, as well as erasing negative percep- 
tions that permeated the program. 

‘The third year of a coach’s tenure often 
is pivotal. With most of the headaches of 
transition in the past, a team can make 
a big jump in the standings. Colorado 
might have trouble doing that this year 
with another murderers-row schedule and 
a very young roster. 

“Tes definicely a dogfight, but that’s cer- 
tainly what makes it fun,” Hawkins said. 
“That's why I don’t think you can assume 
that your record is going to continue to 
improve when you've got to scratch and 
claw every week. I don’t know that any of 
that is a given.” 

Hawkins is beginning to get many of 
his own recruited players on the field af- 
ter relying on talent signed by the former 
coaching staff. The downside is many of 
those players are inexperienced. The ros- 
ter will feature more than 70 freshmen, 
redshirt freshmen and sophomores. 

There are still plenty of changes oc- 
curring. Players were able to run regu- 
lar seven-on-seven drills, thanks to the 
presence of a new multi-purpose indoor 
practice bubble. Coaches said the benefits 


were noticeable at the beginning of spring 
practices. 

CU tweaked its offense by adding a 
no-huddle element. Game plans that fea- 
tured 40 different personnel groupings 
are a thing of the past. Coaches wanted 
to make things simpler for young players 
and to keep their best talent on the field. 

The defense also changed some things, 
including toying with using more looks 
with three defensive linemen and four 
linebackers. 


OFFENSE 


Sophomore Cody Hawkins will be 
the starting quarterback for the second 
straight year, barring surprise improve- 
ment from senior Nick Nelson or redshirt 
freshman Matt Ballenger. 

Hawkins, who played through plenty of 
mistakes early on, with 14 interceptions 
in his first eight starts, wound up throw- 
ing for 3,015 yards and 22 touchdowns. 

The coaches’ patience paid off; he threw 
only one pick in the final four regular-sea- 
son games. 

Hawkins’ numbers should improve for 
a variety of reasons. He has 13 starts un- 
der his belt. The players around him are 
better and more experienced. The coaches 
installed a shotgun-dominated, no-hud- 
dle version of the offense during spring. 
The players love it. 

CU will feature three new starters on 
the line, and that likely will lead to some 
problems early in the year, but the Buffs 
have a lot of talent in the trenches from 


the past two recruiting classes. The pro- 
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Cody HawkiINS Photo by Doug Pensinger/Getty image ; 


Photo by: Doug Pensingen/Getty Images 


__ Brad Jones 


- 


gram went through some lean times along 
the front line recently, but those days are 
over. There is a wealth of big, strong and 
skilled players there now. 

‘The running game figures to feature 
Darrell Scott, the nation's No. 1. prep 
running back in the 2008 class. Even if 
it takes Scott a few games to get comfort- 
able in the system, he'll probably be worth 
the wait. 

Sophomores Demetrius Sumler and 
Brian Lockridge will play regardless of 
how well Scott performs, especially in the 
passing game. Sumler ran for 335 yards 
last season. 

There is little experience at tight end, 
but plenty of skill, size and speed at wide 
receiver to compensate in the no-huddle 
approach. Wide receiver has been a sore 


thin NCAR), 284.3 passing (101h/54th), 37 


ppg (10ttv62nd) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT ‘BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Cody Hawkins* So, Started all 13 games last season as a freshman, Nick Nelson, St. 
RB__Demetrius Sumler So. Leading returning rusher in Buffaloes’ attack. D, Scott, Fr/B. Lockridge, So. 
WR Patrick Williams* Sr__ Caught everything in spring ball to open eyes. George Walker, So. 
WR __Josh Smith So, __Big-play threat still looking for his first score. Myron Hardy, So. 
WR__ Scotty McKnight* So. Old reliable ina sophomore’s body. Moves to slot. __ Jordan Shipley, So. 
TE RiarGeer* Jt. Could be suspended after spring assault charges. Patrick Devenny, Jr. 
LT __Nate Solder So. Converted tight end with all the tools for this job. Adam Ulatoski, Fr. 
LG Mike Iitis Fr,___Already one of the strongest players on the roster. _ Charlie Tanner, Fr. 

¢ Daniel Sanders* Sr__ His teammates call him “Girthy.” He's earned it, Brett Valdez, Sr. 

RG _Erick Faatagi Sr.___ Missed the past two years, but has plenty of talent. _ Charlie Tanner, Fr. 
RT___Ryan Miller* So, One of the finest young linemen in the nation. ‘Adam Ulatoski, Fr. 
*Retumning Starter 


‘ppg (7tH/78th) 
BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Maurice Lucas* This could be the year he reaches his potential. Lagrone Shields, Fr. 
George Hypolite* All-Big 12 tackle on his way to the NFL. Taj Kaynor, Jr. 
Brandon Nicolas Mr. Underappreciated. He's tough to block. Eugene Goree, Fr. 
Marquez Herrod Hoping to become the next great pass rusher. vason Brace, Jt. 
Marcus Burton Missed 2007 with academic problems. Shaun Mohler, Je. 
(8 __Jeff Smart Jr___ Coaches are enamored with this former walk-on, Michael Sipil, So 
LB Brad Jones" Sr___ Might have a tough time holding the starting job, Bu, Beatty, So. 
CB Gardner MoKay St___Fourth-year player with speed, but lttle action. Jimmy Smith, $0. 
CB Cha’pelle Brown dr__His 5-7 height might bea concer. Jalil Brown, So. 
SS___DiJ. Dykes* Sr.__Makes plays in the film room on Tuesday. Travis Sandersfeld, Fr. 
FS___ Ryan Walters” Sr.___This heavy hitter is coming off shoulder surgery. Anthony Perkins, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


spot in this program of late, but with 
players such as senior Patrick Williams, 
sophomores Scotty McKnight and Josh 
Smith and freshman Markques Simas, it 
could become a strength. 


DEFENSE 


The Buffaloes have six senior start- 
ers back, including all-conference caliber 
tackles in the heart of the defense. George 
Hypolite and Brandon Nicolas should 
make this unit tough to run against — 
again. 

The problem has been stopping the 
high-powered passing attacks. prevalent 
in the Big 12. Colorado generated just 19 
sacks last season, and many of those came 
from blitz packages as opposed to a domi- 
nant defensive lineman beating blocks. 


IY Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


The hope is that young defensive ends 
such as Marquez Herrod, Conrad Obi, 
Lagrone Shields and Jason Brace develop 
quickly to provide more pressure on the 
passer. Coaches are also toying with the 
idea of using, at least part time, a 3-4 
look because of so much young talent and 
speed in the linebacker corps. 

Linebackers Marcus Burton (academ- 
ics) and Michael Sipili (discipline) missed 
last season but return to join senior Brad 
Jones, junior Jeff Smart and sophomore 
B,J. Beatty as the nucleus of the group. 

Others, such as junior college transfer 
Shaun Mohler and prep standouts Jon 
Major and Doug Rippy, arrive this sum- 
mer as part of one of the best group of 
linebacker recruits in the country. 

Colorado is breaking in a pair of new 
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Darrell Scott, RB 

The Buffs have big plans for Scott, who is the top-rated recruit Dan 
Hawkins has ever signed. The coaching staff has even discussed 
designing parts of the offense around the talented newcomer. That's 
probably a smart thing to do for a player who rushed for 6,500 yards 
and 85 touchdowns during his high school career. 


Ryan Deehan, TE 

Because of a lack of depth, at least two of the three incoming tight 
ends are expected to play in 2008, A four-star recruit, Deehan is the 
likely candidate to see the field first. 


Shaun Mohler, LB 

The Butfaloes’ only junior college signee in the 2008 class, Mohler will 
come in with a chance to play immediately at linebacker. He changed 
his pledge from Nebraska to Colorado after the coaching change in 
Lincoln, Mohler was @ first-team All-American last fall as a sopho- 
more at Orange Coast College after he recorded 93 tackles — 22 for 
a loss — and seven quarterback sacks, 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Chance Blackmon WR © 63 185 Tatum, 1X 
Rated as the nation’s No. 79 wide receiver by Rivals.com. 


Curtis Comingham «OT OOO — G2 262 Lileton,cO Columbine 
Rated as the No. 4 overall prospect in Colorado by Rivals.com, ..Rated as the nation’s 
No, 46 defensive tackle. 


fyanDamewiz = COO 6-6 276 San Jacinto, CA San Jacinto 
Rated as the No. 64 overall prospect in California by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's 
No. 49 offensive tackle. 


Jameson Davis Ko 511 190 Eagle, 10 Eagle 
Enrolled in January after completing two-year mission. 
Ryan Deehan TE OOOO — 64 228 Poway,Ch Poway 


Rivals260 selection...Rated as the No. 30 prospect in California...Rated as the nation's 
No. 9 tight end, 


Vinee Ewing a) 6-0 190 Carlsbad, CA Carlsad 
Chose Colorado over Air Force...Had 82 tackles as a senior..Had 100 tackles as 
a junior..All-West Region. 


Bryce Givens 
Rivals100 selection. 
No, 12 offensive tackle, 


% 0900 6-6 257 Denver, CO Mullen 
Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Colorado...Rated as the nation’s 


‘Weer Hansen B® 900 6-1 185 Temecula, CA Chaparral 
Passed for 1,652 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 
‘Steven Hicks 0B ° 5-10 175 Whitehouse, TX ‘Whitehouse 


Rated as the No. 100 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 47 safety, 


Aynn Katoa 1B © — 62 220 Sall Lake City, UT Cottonwood Senior 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Utah...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 inside linebacker. 


Patrick Mahnke 0B ° 6-2 183 Highlands Ranch, CO Mountain Vista Highlands 
Rated as the No. 9 overall prospect in Colorado by Rivals.com, 


| rivals.com 


Commitments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Rotiney Stewart, RB 

Stewart averaged 10.8 yards per carry 
aa senior. He also made a number of 
big plays as a kick and punt returner. 


2009 NEEDS 


The Buffs signed one defensive lineman last 
recruiting cycle and they will lose three of 
their four starters following the 2008 sea- 
son, so defensive end and defensive tackle 
becomes a top priority. Cornerback is anoth- 
er need, Colorado plans to sign three or four 
cornerbacks in 2009. 


‘Jon Major 1B 64 230 Parker, CO Ponderosa 
Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Colorado, ..Rated as the nation's 
No, 9 inside linebacker. 


‘Shaun Mohler Bo 63 Costa Mesa, CA Orange Coast C.C. 
Rated as the No. 17 junior college prospect in American by Rivals.com. 


Will Pericak bo 64 247 Boulder, CO Boulder 
Rated as the No, 6 overall prospect in Colorado by Rivals.com..,Rated as the nation’s 
No, 33 inside linebacker. 


Ray Polk RB OO 6-0 195. Phoenix, AZ Brophy Prep 
Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Arizona....Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 running back. 


Doug Ripny Bb 000 62 218 Trotwood, OH ‘Trotwood-Madison 
Rated as the No. 31 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No, 59 outside linebacker. 


Darell Scott BO 6-0 204 Ventura, CA ‘St Bonaventure 
Rivals100 selection, ..Rated as the No. 1 prospect in California. ..Rated as the nation's 
No. 1 running back...Had 6,500 yards and 85 touchdowns in high school career, 


Rodney Stewart BO 5-7 170 Columbus, OH Brookhaven 
Buffaloes added sleeper late...Rushed for 2,036 yards and 33 TDs while averaging 10.8 
yards per carry as a senior. 


Max Tuloti-Mariner OL COOO 4 300 Corona CA Corona 
Rivals260 selection. ,.Rated as the No. 20 prospect in California. ..Rated as the nation's 
No. 7 offensive guard. 


Paul Vigo A oO 61 172 New Brunswick, NJ ‘New Brunswick 
Buffaloes added sleeper on Signing Day...Had 126 tackles, five quarterback hurries, 
eight passes broken up as middle linebacker. 


Ryan Wallace. ro 64 217 Bowling Green, KY 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com. 


‘Bowling Green 
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BUFFALOES SPRING ROSTER NOTEBOOK 


No. Nae Pos. Hr. Wi Class Howrrown, No, Nowe Pos, Hr. We. Class Honsrown ‘olorado has been reasonably stable with only 
30 WLADINS S515 Sr StambetSpings 40 BRAD INES us 63 ms Stat Lang 0 four head coaches in the past 25 years. The 
2 EADS ot 64s CateRak 97 UTEANOR mss ms x tigiwest_ | Same can't be said for the assistants. 
Ae fe en, ee Se aa This offseason marked the first time since the 
mid-1990s that the Buffs didn’t have a shake-up 
7_MATTEW mR 0G 54220 Doe anon Ch) ALN LOCRGE TB 57195 Saburo open ch 
= = of its staff. All nine of Dan Hawkins’ assistants 
i MTOR OO usp iho 9) MAES Ek Denver ae vei 
aaa wioses = remained with the program over the winter, giv- 
. Hone KATIALATA B61 ms want |; te 
ing some sense of stability to a youthful roster. 
eGR Se Somer _ tos ws Inerod. Hawkins believes he has several future head 
maces gt ao GetX 25 soomrraemniT whi oso cowdeca.ca_ | coaches among his group of assistants, and 
32_MIsTNNSWOR___s¥_1_2i0_So__Wihingon DC gs rerrnmumon _—smR_Stt 190 sr San Genente ca | keeping the group together for one year was a 
2_mneact We 511 19 So HigiindsRanch —arrvems _—«s = sa t90 he _taguaieesca | challenge. Hawkins said several members have 
se usm tes 0 es smu or 67 ats se visa |  tumed down more lucrative opportunities to 
28 GUPELEMROWN C57 WO Laem gs a mem ok? as macuy | continue the rebuilding process in Boulder. 
Ay vee EP ITS era mene * Colorado entered the summer awaiting 
——— —____ foes results from two separate off-field incidents in 
Ru OM 6 mes onl, 
es a aaa ae NS _U_ ss ws ‘sna | the spring that could hamper some of what the 
= {Te aa “= _jwermey __o_si_ne s__msintinca | Buffs will do when the season opens. 
See t__Chunecin 5, peaonMCOLAS OT 63 OS Suta Am. Tight end Riar Geer, a starter the past two 
MATIC CATR, Pt 2) Scoop th gs a Ont 63 0 Grapon. GA seasons, and true freshman linebacker Lynn 
Sk Kee Cae J SAU Las SE nT ee rua |  Katoa (Salt Lake City) were awaiting their fate 
et ee ee Co Biya eee from the school’s Office of Judicial Affairs after 
3 Mom ees zo srs Sareea | both were arrested for second-degree assault. 
4 copvcrawronD wR 5.1175 Sr Same =a Geer would be the biggest loss because 
(o siuumnos —¢ 63 20 Fe ay ee : Seer Ube there is little experience on the roster behind 
Ser EL Se eee ee Ysxth | him, Coaches were eager to get Katoa on the 
eter RTE OE MS RAMSswomsrmp oe er iso use| field as well. He was the ce iGisinteae 
ae eae ee eo DEVSEAUAR TE 65200 __—Bihands ach papite 008 ass along with running bac 
ae eS a Menphia arrell Scott. ; 
gr ee eee a * Colorado has lost four of its last five bowl 
$ pamnomes S620 Se Landa SON Rr al a delta alias 
ata aes = trips, including a defeat to Alabama in 
eas estan ssi tne eroun SREP Independence Bowl a year ago. Just getting to 
s4_pucc matic! _0G_62_3n0._st_tes gles ch Sat | the postseason was a big accomplishment, how- 
14 SOERRUECRTEL ok 63285 Festand, on 2_ BRET SMT, ee ee ever, as they were 2-10 in 2006. 
e7_manceee Te 64 260 x Gand ontin, «© 2 OSs Sohen ch The Buffs, who won six straight bowl 
1B AMEGOODMAN E510 180 So Chery Vige © 1 ESTE wae wos Mequch | games in the 1990s, are trying to get regain 
oe EXDECOE om 61 a OR Muted «2 UMNTSON = G58 oh Ammem | their old form. 
a fe Soe mrs ot ss Ss oes Vita * Excitement is back in Boulder. The pro- 
a ae 7a ee bua | gram drew a record crowd of 17,800 to its 
spring game. 
a a ee Monument 
— —__ a ra ags: Sew © The Buffs had two players selected in the 
2 seas Gee —— Ser Soe NFL Draft, both in the second round. Linebacker 
eee ioe Sooes.th  _$ PETES SS 5H 2s — Jordon Dizon went to the Detroit Lions with the 
90_vanoueHEesoD DE _§2_210_ So Eon, CA 72 SURE TAD mies! SEW tein tl | 45th overall selection. Cornerback Terrence 
4 oeonmmcns De 4235 Se Sig RL S35 AATEMUNOUNGA LB S00 219 cowma.th | Wheatley was the 62nd selection, going to the 
6 HMRGEOPOUTE OT 6185S —Lasdageg ch «5 NUS Sg tsa toma | — New England Patriots. 
_wxznns 6 62 5 oh Sumit AL 4 PATEK WUUMNS WR 62s desea. TE 
25 ARWURIATEE BS moe edi ANAT 615 Content 
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Photo by: Doug Pensinger/Getty Images 


starting cornerbacks, which wont be easy 
because this is the youngest area on the 
squad. Even if senior Gardner McKay 
earns one starting spot, it will be the first 
significant playing time of his career. 
Except for 6-2 sophomore Jimmy 
Smith, the Buffs find themselves under- 
sized at corner. Possible starter Cha’pelle 
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Brown checks in seven inches shorter. 


Brown served as the nickel back the past 
two years, but could be the other starter 
opposite McKay. 

Sophomore Jalil Brown led the team in 
special teams points last year and now gets his 
chance to prove himself on defense, None of 
the other four or five cornerbacks competing 
in training camp have any experience. 

Safety should be a strength with seniors 


flirting with the pro- 


‘thirds of his freshman sea- 
am record for intecep- YW 


“He was mediocre for tio- 
Ryan Walters and D.J. Dykes making 
single season 


the calls and delivering big hits. Redshirt 


freshman Anthony Perkins has loads of 
NEF the final four regular-season. games, throw: 
ig just one. ... Started all 13 games in 2007, 
lena for nearly 3,015 yards and 22 touch. 
“downs. He could be in line for a special season 


Josh Smith 
nith Was only the sixth 
ing receiver in total 
a = 
hhe touches the ball. Smith 
‘averaged 19.6. yards per 
att ‘The sophomore is ” 


mplayer on the 
ast until his nephew, fala era 
t, in ‘the program this summer... Also 
“spring as a tel sen late to. 


potential and got most of the spring snaps 
while Walters recovered from surgery. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Buffs can only go up in this area. 
Given the background of Hawkins and 
special teams coach Kent Riddle, count 
on improvement after Colorado was be- 
low average nationally last season, 

Hawkins and Riddle excelled at special 
teams play and blocking kicks while at Boi- 
se State. The Buffs, though, have blocked 
just two in the past two seasons. The team 
made progress in the spring with several 
blocks in each scrimmage work, 

CU goes into training camp with a 
battle at placekicker for the first time in othe No. 1 fae eae 
five years. Aric Goodman, a transfer from |) inithe 1 nation, by many esti- 
iat 8, | “likely will move into 

inent role from the 
Scott has al the 
lesired from a great 

inning, ‘back — speed, 
strength, vision, good hands 
ant | a passion to. cross the 
‘goal line. ... Led his high 
‘school team toastatecham- 

ionship in California and some expect him to 

luffs to a title, too. .., Rushed for more. 


800 yards and 66 touchdowns in his 
or nd efor seasons { 


Wyoming, was the most accurate in the 
spring. Jameson Davis, a 23-year-old true 
freshman back from a Mormon mission, 
seems to have a stronger leg. Goodman 
could be the field-goal specialist with 
Davis handling kickoffs. 

The Buffs will have new punt and 
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Accomplished, On 
And Off the Field 


George Hypolite has an NFL future, but 
doesn’t have much time to think of that 
tight now. The Buffaloes senior defensive 
tackle is doing more to help fulfill the 
dreams of others first. 

Even as Hypolite figures to be the heart 
and soul of the Buffs defense in 2008, foot- 
ball is an afterthought when it comes to 
describing the true nature of the man. He 
graduated in May with two majors in eth- 
nic studies and women’s studies after only 
three years in college. 

His intention is to become an attorney 
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later in life to help those less fortunate. 
He is a classic Type A personality and high- 
achiever. 

Hypolite spends his summers and what- 
ever free time he might have during the 
school year involved in charity work with 
homebound AIDS patients and battered 
women. He was one of 11 players nation- 
wide selected to the American Football 
Coaches Association Good Works team a 
year ago. 

“T demand more of myself and I expect 
more of myself,” Hypolite said. 

“I think I was raised that way. It all 
comes back to the foundation that was set 
on me when I was in elementary school. 
Tve never really expected just to be aver- 
age or another guy.” 

Hypolite’s six sacks last year was the 
most by a CU interior defensive lineman 
since Tyler Brayton had seven in 2002. 
Brayton was drafted in the second round 
of the 2003 draft by the Oakland Raiders. 

Hypolite earned first-team all-confer- 
ence honors a year ago after making 44 
tackles, including 11 for loss. 

Hypolite joined the Colorado program 
at, perhaps, its lowest point in 2004. He 
has played in two bowl games but also has 
been a part of the transition and turmoil 
that has defined the program during his 
career. 

Getting the program securely back in 
good standing in his immediate goal. 

“I want to have fun,” Hypolite said. 
“That's my No. 1 goal. My coach and I sat 
down and thought about some tangible 
goals that you can touch, but in reality 
if I win all those things and we have a 
6-7 season, I’m definitely not going to 
be happy. 

“T want for me and my teammates just 
to have fun and for people to get so ex- 
cited about this program that it goes and 
skyrockets.” 


kick returners. Speedy wide receiver Josh 
Smith is a possibility for both. Walk-on 
Jason Espinoza handled punt returns well 
in spring drills. 

Matt DiLallo enters his third season as 
the punter, although he needs to get back 
to booming the ball as he did as a fresh- 
man after dropping off to a 40.1-yard av- 
erage last season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

The Buffs have made a habit of loading 
up with tough non-conference competi- 
tion. This season will be no different. It 
kicks off against in-state rival Colorado 
State at Denver's Invesco Field. 

The home opener a week later against 
Eastern Washington is the only softy. The 
Buffs host West Virginia on a Thursday 
night before traveling to play Florida State 
in Jacksonville. Those are just the first two 
games in a brutal seven-week stretch. 

The conference schedule begins with a 
home date with Texas, a trip to Kansas, 
back home for Kansas State, at Missouri 
and at Texas A&M. They finish up with 
Towa State and Oklahoma State at home 
before the finale at loathed Nebraska. 

— Kyle Ringo 


SCHEDULE 
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By Mark Wangrin 


Rice 


cont: 3-9 C-USAre 


C-USA rank 11 


COACH: David Bailiff — At Rice: 3-9, 1 year; overall: 
24-24, 6 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Tom Herman 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chuck Dreisbach, 

Craig Naivar 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1994, Southwest Conference 
co-champions 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2006, New Orleans 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 0B Chase Clement, WR Jarett 
Dillard, OT Scott Mitchell, TE James Casey, LB Brian 
Raines, S Bencil Smith, S Andrew Sendejo 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: These guys wil score — espe- 
cially in Conference USA. The Owls strugaled early last 
season against BCS foes (Baylor, Texas Tech, Texas), 
but they averaged 37.25 points in league games. Enjoy 
Chase Clement and Jarett Dillard one more time. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Like many Conference USA 
teams, where's the D? Tt could be a tough start if 

the defense isn’t much improved, as the Owls open 
against SMU (and new pass-happy coach June Jones), 
then play three consecutive road games — Memphis, 
Vanderbilt and Texas. 


Quis In A Box 


OFFENSE 
Chase Clement and Jaett Dillard went t0 Rice to 
run an option attack — and they might leave after this 
season with at least one NCAA pass-catch record. 
Clement and Dillard have connected on 32 


I 3-5 (T-3rd, W 


DEFENSE 

Rice fielded one of the Bowl Subdivision’s worst 
defenses last year. The Owls gave up 192.4 yards 
a game on the ground. That ranked 100th — and 
the worse news was that it was the unit's best rank 
ing among the four major defensive categories. 

The Owls should have expected that after the 
season's first play — when heady safety Bencil 
Smith broke his foot and was lost for the year. 

But last year’s woes could be this year’s blessings. 
Smith is backat full strength, as are linebackers Brian 
Raines, Robert Calhoun and Terrance Garmon, 
who all missed time due to injuries in ‘07. 

Ends Scott Solomon and Cheta Ozougwu were 
forced to play as true freshmen last season, but 
could benefit from the experience this year. Both 
showed signs of being forces on the outside. 

The silver lining in Smich’s injury last year was 
the move of Andrew Sendejo from rover to free 
safety, where he's expected to make a big impact. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Clark Fangmeier is back as the kicker, but he'll 
be challenged by recruit Kyle Marten of South 


JARRETT DILLARD 


‘WS NoDLIVESAIW Nor AB 010K 


Name Ht Wt Cl 
QB Chase Clement* 61 208 St 

John Thomas Shepherd 6-1 192 dn. 
RB CI. Ugokwe S41 213. 


Justin Hill 
WR Jarett Dillard* 


511205 So. 
Sil 185 St 


Patrick Randolph Si 170 $0. 
WR Tommy Henderson 59 185 Sr, 

Pierre Beasley 63217 _So. 
WR Toren Dixon* 62 208 ar, 


career touchdown passes, only six behind the Dakota, The Owls must find a new punter — Mark John Welch 485 
NCAA record shared by two other tandems. Brundage gets first crack — and juice up their return TE dames Casey 245 | 
Clement, who is still pretty nifty with his feet, games, which were rated among the nation’s worst, Taylor Wardlow*_6-6_230_Jr._ 
has plenty of other options at his disposal, too. Punt returns checked in at 109th and kickoff | 17 Sse Mlhel oS Rie 
: x iy Emme ; 
Of all the Rice touchdowns last season, only one returns at 115th. Sean nl 
ot * ny Miller 63 305 ‘Sr. 
was scored by a player who is not returning, Tyler Smith showed promise on returns last ain Wen Sees es 
The Owls should be younger, but more ath- year before blowing out his knee, and coach David @ Austin Wileinson™ 6-2” 275 Se 
letic on the line, which is a good sign fora running Bailiff will look at several incoming freshman, most Cameron Vester 63270 dr 
game that was one of the nation’s least productive, _ notably Shane Turner to share the load. RG David Berken* 6-4 295 Sr. 
averaging only 111 yards a game. Travis Nason 64 280d. 
Last year’s opening-game starter at running OVERVIEW RT Tyler Parish e300 Fr 
back, C.J. Ugokwe, is back from injury, although Unfortunately for the Owls, it seems every step Gaseomiaiie Ge 
his replacement in ‘07, Justin Hill is coming off up leads to a step ot two back. Defense 
a spring shoulder injury. After the ‘06 season, in which the Owls went Name Ht Wt ct 
Scott Mitchell, a Canadian freshman who signed to their fist bowl game since 1961, head coach 9g seate Solomon# ease 
in July last year, excelled at tackle despite lacking Todd Graham bolted for Tulsa, Offensive coor- repaints 5 
size (270) and experience. He should lead the line. dinator Major Applewhite left for the same job at DT Chance Talbert. 250 
Helping take double coverages off Dillard will Alabama Cameron Thompson __6-0__285_So, 
be tight end James Casey, a former minor league Last year Rice — the little engine that some- DT)» hile Passe 65302 St 
pitcher who volunteered to pitch in last season at times can, just nowhere near often enough — fell Todd Mohr 62 285 St 
defensive end without practicing there — and he back to what's been reality. Injuries piled on inju- DF _—‘Cheta Ozougwut 6-2 240 So. 
had a sack against Southern Miss. ries; lineups were shuffled. That added up to a 3-9 ———Aaven Wiltsms _6-3_220_*0,_ 
* oy + LB Brian Raines* 6-1 222. Sr. 
Casey, who also saw action as a short yard- record. But Bailiff had 80 players out for spring ball ete Ol eee 
age back, eamed some Freshman All-American — up from 49 his first spring —and hopes are high [3 vernon James* See SE 
honors last season. the Owls will get back on a winning tear. Tobe Calton ee 
B Brandon King 59 182 St. 
—— -_—— —s — —_-- (B Joseph Leary* 5-11 180 So. 
SMU (3-8, 3-5) OFFENSE © PERGAME RANK JaCorey Shepherd 5-11 190 Sr. 
at Memphis fie NICHOLLS 14-16 Scoring 31.4 40 s Bencil Smith 5-11 200 Sr. 
atVanderbit | L at Baylor 47-42 || Rushing = 109108 Chris done, 6119050. 
atTexas | ‘TEXAS TECH 24-59 Passing peer ne 5S Willie Garley, S11 195 So, 
NORTH Texas | | at Texas 14-68 | Tol ee se! Max Anyiam ___ 62210 So. 
ae |! oe (eet ee 
‘SOUTHERN MISS. | Mempnig feos) 0g 429 118 SEE 3 A 
at Tulane Rushing 198.4 400 Special Teams 
Tulane) Lat Marshall 2134 |p. Si ca 
= > at UTEP Passing: 
niger a W UTEP. 56-48 | Tota 5108 118 
i W atsMu 43-42 K Clark Fangmeier* «= 5-41. 1850 dr, 
MARSHALL =| | TULANE 31-45 | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK P Mark Brundage 60 170 Fr. 
HOUSTON | L TULSA 43-48 | -2 “0.17 73 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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IOWA STATE 


AT A GLANCE 


3-9 overall, 2-6 Big 12 (T-5th, North) 


Gene Chizik — At ISU and overall: 3-9, 
1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS 
15; 7 offense, 7 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Alexander Robinson, RB Jason Scales, 
WR Marquis Hamilton, WR R.J Sumrall, 
DE Kurtis Taylor, LB Jesse Smith, 

CB Allen Bell, FS James Smith 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
‘The defensive backfield is loaded with 
experience, but it has to play like it con- 
sidering four of the front seven will be 
made up of first-year starters. Tailback 
Alexander Robinson is a star in the mak- 
ing. The run game will have to be sharp 
with a pair of quarterbacks learning on 
the job. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


The Cyclones will have to play through 
any quarterbacking mistakes. There isn’t 
a No. 1 target in the passing game with 
‘Todd Blythe gone, so someone will need 
to emerge. Defensively, it is a young core 
that is short on experience and measure- 
ables ina league as tough as the Big 12. 


WR Todd Blythe, QB Bret Meyer, TE Ben 
Barkema, LB Alvin Bowen, NG Ahtyba 
Rubin, K Bret Culbertson 


- Chizik likes that there isn't a true super- 
star player on his roster and this will be 

a group that buys into the team dynamic, 
The non-conference slate is not particu- 
arly daunting, which should give ISU 
some Confidence heating into Big 12 play. 
Bottom line is this team will go as far as 
its young quarterbacks and a developing 
defense take it. 


Cyclones’ Rebuilding Project Remains on Schedule 


ene Chizik’s first season at Iowa 

State was a difficult one, although 
the team ended with victories in two of its 
last three games, providing some encour- 
agement despite a 3-9 record. 

“There's a blueprint down for what we 
want to do and I'm not changing that 
blueprint,” Chizik said. “I know what 
wins and I know what works. Its basic 
200-year-old fundamental football. We've 
got to work hard and recruit the right 
people to fit in it.” 

The former Auburn and Texas de- 
fensive coordinator is doing just that. 
OF course, players leftover from Dan 
McCarney’s era remain and continue to 
contribute. 

Relationships have now been buile with 
Chizik and his staff. Last year was about 
learning, as players and coaches tried to 
get in syne. Those things aren't much of 
an issue anymore. 

“Tes a lot easier the second time 
around,” Chizik said. “The (players) have 
got a lot better idea of what's expected of 
them and where we expect the direction 
of our football to be headed.” 

‘The adjustment period is all but over. 

“Everything seems so much more natu- 
ral,” said senior receiver Euseph Messiah. 
“They know what we are capable of and 
how far to push us. We have taken a whole 
other step in this program.” 

Fans have bought into Chizik and his 
ideals, last year purchasing a record num- 
ber of season tickers. ISU should approach 
36,000 sold again this fall as the team tries 
to push upward in a tough Big 12. 


The Cyclones will have to do it without 
three of the most productive and popular 


players in school history. Gone are quar- 


terback Bret Meyer, receiver Todd Blythe 


and linebacker Alvin Bowen. 
But C 


gram with the type of players that fit, and 


izik is starting to build the pro- 


he's re-shaping the ones that were already 
in Ames. 


A lot of resources and energy are be- 


ing invested in football at ISU. Jack Trice 
Stadium has undergone a makeover since 
last season, and fund-raising is ongoing to 
build up the south end zone with lower 
and upper deck seating, 

The work has to be done on the field, 
too, and Chizik is expecting noticeable 
improvement in year two. 

“We are going to coach them better and 
they are going to execute better,” he said. 
“There won't be a lot of changes.” 


OFFENSE 


It’s been a while since the Cyclones 
have had to break in a new quatter- 
back. They've got two newbies this 
season replacing four-year starter Bret 
Meyer. 

Sophomores Austen Arnaud and Phil- 
lip Bates will both see playing time this 
fall. Arnaud has six games of experience 
to draw from while backing up Meyer 
last season. Bates played receiver as a 
true freshman and is a threat to run as 
well as pass. 

“Phil, he wants to run first,” said re- 
ceiver Marquis Hamilton, “He’s such 
an athlete. I’m pretty sure he came from 
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a system in high school where he was a 
run-first, pass-later type of guy.” 

Hamilton will be a key figure in ISU’s 
passing game. The junior was the team’s 
second-leading receiver last season with 
45 catches for 534 yards. Hamilton, along 
with senior R.J. Sumrall, must be hugely 
productive as the only proven performers 
in the receiving corps. 

The hope is that top newcomers — 
freshman Sedrick Johnson and junior col- 
lege transfer Jason Carlson — can have an 
immediate impact. 

Tight end/fullback Derrick Catlett 
caught 21 balls last season and must be 
accounted for. 

At tailback, it’s Alexander Robinson's 
job to lose. The sophomore had a big fin- 
ish to last season with 391 yards and six 
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Scouting Report: Offense 
‘2007 stats: 123.7 ypg rushing (10th in Big 12/95th in NCAA), 203.3 ypg passing (11th’78th), $26.9 ypg total offense (12tw/102nd), 18.2 ppg (T-11th/111th) | 


POS STARTER YR. COMNERT BACKUPINEY DEPTH 
QB Austen Amaud_ So.__Ouo-will spit time under center. Phillip Bates, So. 
RB__ Alexander Robinson So.___ Huge 07 finish showed his range of skills. Jason Scales, Sr.” 
FB Derrick Catlett. Jf, TE hybrid can run block and catch passes. Brian Ekwelundu, Jt 
WR _ RJ. Sumrall* St. Reliable wideout looking for first career TD. Euseph Messiah, Sr. 
WR Marquis Hamilton __Jr.__Bi target may bepome ISU'S go-to guy, Wallace Franktn, Sr. 
TE Collin Franklin So, First-year starter better pass catcher than blocker. Derrick Catlett, J.” 
LT Doug Dedtick? ‘Sr. Junior college transfer was voted ISU's top nevicomer. Matt Hulbert, So. 
LG Kelechi Osemele Fr___Huge player (6-5, 341) impressed in spring. Alex Alvarez, So, 
C Brandon Johnson*__—St._Started every game in’07 as first-year starter. Mike Knapp, Jr. 
RG Ben Lamaak” So. Converted TE becoming team's top lineman. Joe Blaes, Sr. 
RT__ReggieStephens* ___dr._Veteran has started 15 straight games, Trey Baysinger, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 136.1 ypg rushing (Gth in Big 12/44th in NCAA), 254.8 passing (Sth/S1st), 390.3 total detense (7LW6Sth), 31.8 ppg (10tW/93rd) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACAUP/NEY DEPTH a 


DE __Rashawn Parker* Jf Undersized end can't be kept out of lineup. Christopher Lyle, Jr. 
DT __ Bailey Johnson. So. Special teamer jumping into starting role. Chris Weir, Sr 
DT Verrod Black Fr. fast year as top scout team defender, Nate Frere, Jt. 


DE __ Kurtis Taylor” Sr__ Ranked second in Big 12 in sacks last season. Nick Frere, St. 
18 Michael Bibbs Sr Could have biggest impact of first-time starters, Cameron Bell, So, 


LB Jesse Smith” Jr Former walk-on has become @ team leader, Derec Schmidgall, Jr. 
LB Fred Garrin. Jf Another part-timer who'll have to step it up. dosh Raven, Jt. 

CB__ Allen Bell* Jr Great athlete who is ISU's best cover man. Devin McDowell, So. 
CB __GhrisSingleton* __Sr._Experienced vet third season as starting DB. Zac Sandi, So. 
SS Chris Brown* Sr___Improved every year; finaly atop depth chart. Steve Johnson, Jr. 
FS James Smith* ur Solid tackler and an emerging playmaker, Brandon Hunley, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


touchdowns in the final four games. 

Robinson will be spelled by senior 
Jason Scales, who has been effective when 
he hasn't been injured throughout his ca- 
reer. 

Another senior runner, J.J. Bass, will 
get some carries if he gets back in the 
good graces of the coaching staff. Bass was 
suspended indefinitely in the spring. 

The Cyclones return four starters on 
the line, though it would not be a sur- 
prise if new ones emerge. Right tackle 
Ben Lamaak was moved to guard in 
what could look like a completely re- 
shuffled front five. 


DEFENSE 


ISU’s defensive coaches hope to identify 
some playmakers quickly after ewo NEL 


draft picks and the team’s second-leading 
tackler exhausted their eligibility. 

Defensive end Kurtis Taylor could be 
the team’s defensive star after a breakout 
junior season. Taylor was second in the 
Big 12 with 6.5 sacks and showed no ill 
effects from the knee injury that cost him 
the previous season. 

The Cyclones need help on the interior 
from several unproven players. 

Junior Nate Frere is the biggest and has 
the most experience, though he didn’t see 
the field much last year. Redshirt fresh- 
man Jerrod Black, sophomore Bailey 
Johnson and Chris Weir, a little-used ju- 
nior college transfer from a year ago, sit 
atop the depth chart. 

Former walk-on Jesse Smith takes over 
for two-time All-Big 12 stud Alvin Bowen 
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CYCLONES RECRUITING 2008 


Sedrick Johnson, WR 

Johnson was the top-rated prospect in lowa State's 2008 class, and it 
took a protracted recruiting battle with Texas A&M to get him. Depth 
at receiver is shaky, so he would appear to be an almost sure thing to 
be on the two-deep in September. 


Zach Guyer, K 

Either Guyer or fellow freshman Grant Mahoney will handle the kick- 
ing chores for lowa State in some fashion; there is no incumbent. 
Odds are they will split the duty, with Guyer handling kickoffs and long 
field goals and Mahoney handling PATs and shorter field goals. 


Jason Carison, KR 

Carlson was the only junior college prospect in lowa State's class and 
he is being looked at to improve the Cyclones’ moribund return game. 
He has speed and big-play capability 


3 NEWCOMERS GF IMP ACT 


Name 


Pos. Stars Ht Hometown School 
Ter'Ran Benton 0B °o ‘5-11 175 Mansfield, ™ ‘Mansfield Summit 


Rated as the nation’s No. 63 cornerback by Rivals.com...Returned a fumble and a punt 
for a score. 


Brayden Burris © oo 65 250 Wichita, KS Bishop Carroll 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospact in Kansas by Rivals.com...Helped team to 11-2 
record as a senior. 


Carter Bykowski «= TE OO 67 205 Eden Prati, MN Eden rai 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com...Team won back-to- 
back state championships. 


dasonCarison = WR_ © —_—G-O 185 Wahpeton, ND_ Nor Ea Sd Calo Secs 
Caught 46 passes for 743 yards and nine touchdowns in 2007...Averaged 33 yards on 
kickoff returns. 


Darius Darks MH ooo G1 175 Pilugerville, TX Connally 
Rated as the nation’s No. 81 athlete by Rivals.com...Threw for 885 yards and seven 
touchdowns as a senior...Ran for nine touchdowns. 


Emest Ferguson iB 6-0 215 Royal Palm Beach, Fl Royal Palm Beach 
Played running back and linebacker...Selected lowa State over West Virginia. 


Zach Guyer kK eo 63 170 Johnston, A Johnston 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Put 51 of 61 kickoffs in 
the end zone last season...Hit on 11 of 14 field goal tries. 


Kevin Hamlin Boo 63 215 West Palm Beach, FL Dwyer 
Had 78 tackles, 18 for loss and six sacks as a senior..Chase lowa State over Eastern 
Kentucky. 


Kurt Hammerschmidt TE © @ 66 235 St Louis, MO DeSmet 
Had 40 tackles and five sacks as a senior...Had three sacks in one game in 2007... 
Lettered in basketball and track. 


Chase Harper A OO 65 220 Pflugerville, TX 
Had 586 catches for 730 yards and nine touchdowns as a senior. 


‘Scott Haughton oO G4 323. Sanford, FL ‘Seminole 
Was team Most Valuable Player as offensive guard and defensive tackle...Selected lowa 
State over Buffalo. 


Leonard Johnson ATH °o 510 177 Largo, FL lamo 
Rushed for 911 yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior...Chose lowa State over Ole Miss, 
South Florida and West Virginia. 


Sedrick Johnson «WR O©GOG 64 200 Am, Ap 
Rated as the No. 30 prospect in Texas and the nation’s No. 34 wide receiver by Rivals. 
com... aught 79 passes for 1,652 yards and 24 scores during the last two seasons. 


THE SLEEPER 


If depth becomes an issue in lowa 
State's secondary, Johnson is the 
likely candidate to step in. He's athletic 
and said to be a quick study. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 62 


2009 NEEDS 


lowa State will look for quantity and quality 
along the offensive line in its 2009 class, 
probably signing as many as six. Receivers 
and linebackers also need replenishing. 


Cleyon Laing 
Had 17 catches for 272 yards and eight touchdowns as a senior..Cyclones added 
Canadian sleeper late. 


aE 64 260 Edmonton, Alb, Edmonton 


Dustin Land B OO 6-0 197 Milton, FL Milton 
‘Threw for 1,200 yards and 12 touchdowns and rushed for 600 yards and eight scores 
as a senior...Chose lowa State over Florida Atlantic. 


Jah Linder BOO 5-11 170 Miami, FL Edison 
Had 40 tackles and five interceptions in 2007. 

Roosevelt Maggi DE OO &2 189 Palm Beach Gardens , FL Dwyer 
Had 47 tackles and 18 sacks as a senior..Selected lowa State over Pitt 

Grant Mahoney = KK 5-10 160 Marion, 1A Lin Mar Community Schoo! 


Hit longest field goal of 43 yards as a senior...chose lowa Sate over Montana State, 


Jake McDonough «= DE OOO 6-6 238 West Des Moines, 1A Valley 
Rated as the No. 4 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 47 strongside defensive end. 


Lonzie Range wh Oo 62 176 Camoliton, TX 
Tore his ACL prior to the start of his senior season. 


Creelview 


Stephen RuempolhamerT © © 63 280 Tulsa, OK Union 
Had 57 tackles and three sacks as a senior...Selected lowa State over Ohio and 
Missouri State. 


Jeremiah Schwartz RB © 5-10 248 Orlando, FL Edgewater 
Rushed for more than 1,700 yards and 18 touchdowns in 2007. 
Jerome Tiller B® coo 6-3 184 San Antonio, TX ‘San Antonio Lee 


Rated as the nation’s No. 19 dual-threat quarterback by Rivals.com...Passed for 1,600 
yards and 12 touchdowns as a senior. 


Ethan Tufiee no 6-4 285 Davenport, IA ‘Assumption 
Rated as the No. 7 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Three-year track 
letterman. 
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ack Trice Stadium will have a new look this fall 

with the addition of 22 new luxury suites and 
the expansion of two existing suites on the west 
side. The concourse on that side also got a face- 
lift, with more restrooms and concession stands, 
and a wider area for fans to walk around, 

Club seating on the stadium's east side was 
overhauled and redone. The project — funded by 
the sale of suites and club seats, increased ticket 
revenue and private donations — cost nearly $20 
million. 

* The stars are gone from Iowa State's football 
team, and in some ways, that’s a good thing in 
the eyes of Gene Chizik. 

The coach had Todd Blythe, Bret Meyer and 
Alvin Bowen on his first ISU team. All were fan 
favorites as well as star players. 

“Tike this football team because nobody expects 
to be on the cover of anything,” he said. “Nobody 
expects everybody to be talking about them. To me, 
that's a great thing. I love it. I love an anonymous, 
you-don't-know-who-I-am football team. 

* Unhappy with his situation at the University 
of Florida, tailback Bo Williams left the school 
and transferred to Towa State in January. Williams 
won't be eligible to play this season due to NCAA 
transfer rules, but was able to participate in 
spring practices. 

The four-star recruit out of Lauderdale Lakes, 
Fla., been billed as a complete back, though not 
at this point in his career. 

“He's struggling simply because he's trying to 
learn everything,” Chizik said during the spring. 
“There's so much more involved than just putting 
your hands on the ball and running.” 

# ISU is once again maximizing its revenue for 
its “premium” home game of the year. The only 
single-game seats available for the Cyclones’ 
Oct. 18 game against Nebraska will be on the 
Jack Trice Stadium hillsides. 

Fans who buy tickets from ISU’s ticket office will 
need to purchase a $350 season-ticket package for 
all six of its home games, Athletic officials followed 
a similar plan in 2007 with its game against in- 
state rival Iowa. No single-game tickets of any kind 
were available for purchase, although ISU sold a 
record 36,610 season tickets last year. 


r (3-8, 2-6) 
a KENT STATE 10-23 9 
L NORTHERN OWA 13-24 
at Toledo 35-36 


at Texas Tech 
TEKAS 


Results 
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Lf 
Kurtis Taylor 


as the leader of ISU’s linebacking crew. 
Smith, in his first year as a starter, finished 
with 79 tackles and proved he belonged 
in the lineup. 

Michael Bibbs and either Josh Raven 
or Fred Garrin will be alongside Smith. 
Their contributions so far in their career 
have been mainly on special teams. 
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Jowa State's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


ISU would love for Bibbs to turn out 
like Bowen did in his second season af- 
ter transferring from a junior college, 
which was the nation’s leader in tackles 
per game. 

There is all kinds of experience in the 
secondary with five players returning with 
starting experience. Cornerbacks Allen 
Bell and Chris Singleton each started 12 
games a year ago and have good cover and 
ball skills. 

Junior free safety James Smith needs to 
replicate his effort from a year ago, when 
he was one of the team’s most consistent 
tacklers and playmakers. Strong safety 
Chris Brown was injured on the final day 
of spring practice and hopes to be full 
speed by August, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


As it usually is at the kicking position, 
it should be an unpredictable season for 
the Cyclones. They are breaking in a pair 
of freshman kickers to take the place of 
veteran Bret Culbertson. 

The two players — in-state recruits 
Zach Guyer and Grant Mahoney — will 
split field goal and kickoff duties and 
probably will try a little of both at some 
point this season. 

ISU is with Mike 
Brandtner entering his third season as 


set at punter 
the starter. 

What the Cyclones don’t have is a 
legitimate return man who can handle 
punts and kickoffs. The team’s return 
units were not at all productive in ’07. 
Several players will get their chance, 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


‘Alexander Robinson, 

Was ISU’s starter in the 07 
season opener but didn’t 
‘become a factor until the 
last four games, mushing for 
391 yards and six touch- 
downs. ... Robinson” has 
open-field skills and elusive- 
ness that no other back on 
‘the roster has. ... The soph- 
omore also’ fig threat 
catching passes out of the 
backfield. He had 23 receptions last year, the 
‘most by a/Cyclone back in seven seasons, 


James smith, FS 
‘The diminutive free safety 
hopes he can build off last 
season's breakout effort. 
Smith finished with 79 tack- 
Tes, two. interceptions, one 
sack, two fumble recoveries 
and two forced fumbles. .. 
He was expected to have 
that Kind of season as jy 

a” freshman, ~but injuries 

"reduced Smith to a part-time 

player who had virtually no impact: in 2006, 
He has two more seasons left to make his mark, 


TOP NEWCOMER 


Sedrick Johnson, WR 

Had his pick of schools 
coming out of Arp High 
School in Troup, Texas. 
Johnson was a Texas A&M 
commit at one time, but 
reconsidered after the Aggies 
switched ‘coaching staffs. 
Also was. recruited by 
Florida, TCU, Michigan, 
‘Missouri, LSU and Nebraska. 
w= He put up huge numbers 
‘over his final two prep seasons with a combined 
79 receptions, 1,652 yards and 24 touchdowns. 
», Will-have a chance to play right away as 
a true freshman. 


a 
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Player Profile 


Athletic Sophomore 
Back at Quarterback 


Phillip Bates has some catching up to 
do. He's making up for lost time as best 
he can. 

After a season spent playing receiver, 
the sophomore from Omaha, Neb., has 
moved full time to his natural position of 
quarterback. Bates is competing with Aus- 
ten Amaud for the starting job — and has 
been doing all he can to prove he deserves 
the nod. 

“T love the way he’s studying the game,” 
coach Gene Chizik said. “He’s coming in on 
his own to watch film. I’m really proud of 
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Phillip. He's still got a lot of growing up to 
do, but he’s taking it all in.” 

Bates’ athletic ability got him on the 
field last season as a true freshman. 

He worked some with the quarterbacks, 
but spent most of his practice time with 
ISU's receivers. 

Bates had played quarterback most of 
his life and didn’t contribute much as a 
pass catcher. He had just five receptions, 
though his 38-yard leaping grab in the 
fourth quarter against in-state rival Iowa 
set up the game-winning field goal. 

“It's helped him understand some things 
because of living the other side as a wide- 
out,” quarterbacks coach Tony Petersen 
said. “Down the road I think itll help him 
even more as he gets to understand all of 
what he’s doing.” 

It didn’t take Bates long to re-learn the 
position. 

“It’s not really an adjustment; it’s mem- 
ory and getting back to what you used to 
do,” Bates said. “Last year, it was a great 
thing that I got on the field and got to 
help out the team.” 

Bates’ greatest skill may be his escap- 
ability. The 6-1, 207-pounder showed this 
spring he can make things happen with his 
legs, planned or unplanned. 

“When something breaks down, I try to 
make a play,” Bates said. “I've got a lot 
of strengths, but that is one of the things 
I like to do the most. I’m just trying to get 
better at something every day.” 

Arnaud is a year older and has actual 
game experience from splitting time with 
Bret Meyer a year ago. 

Coaches have discussed the quarter- 
backs sharing playing time as the two have 
strengths that complement one another. 

“T looks like it could happen, but it’s not 
my decision,” Bates said. “Whatever the 
coaches feel they need to do, we'll do. We 
are competing against each other, but at 
the same time we are always encouraging.” 


including a handful of true freshmen 
that have speed and escapability with 
the ball in their hands. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS: 


The Big 12’s rotating divisional sched- 
ule works in Iowa State's favor this season 
with heavyweights Oklahoma, Texas and 
Texas Tech on a two-year hiatus. Instead, 
the Cyclones get Texas A&M at home and 
play at Baylor and Oklahoma State — 
it could still be tough, but it’s definitely 
a good trade-off. 

ISU’s non-conference is not incredibly 
challenging with a game at in-state rival 
Towa the most difficult. The Cyclones 
play at UNLY, and are home against Kent 
State and South Dakota State, which is 
from the Football Championship Subdi- 
vision (formerly Division I-AA). 

North Division favorites Missouri and 
Kansas, as well as rebuilding Nebraska, 
all come to Ames, but ISU will spend 
most of its November away from Jack 
Trice Stadium. 

Three of its final four games are on the 
road, including trips to Colorado and the 
season finale at Kansas State. 

— Eric Peterson 
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COACH: June Jones — At SMU: 1st year; overall: 
76-61, 9 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dan Morrison 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tom Mason 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1984, Southwest Conference 
co-champions. 

LAST BOWL: 1984, Aloha 

RETURNING STARTERS: 12, 5 offense, 5 defense, 
kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: WR Emmanuel Sanders, K Thomas 
Morstead, LB Will Bonilla, CB Bryan McCann 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The run-and-shoot offense under 
June Jones gives the Ponies some instead credibility 
and recruiting cachet. Frontline players are capable, but 
the depth might not yet be there. If QB Justin Willis, 
retuns from suspension, SMU's hopes. jump immedt- 
ately. Opening game comes against Rice on national 
TV, something the Mustangs have rarely enjoyed. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 1f Justin Willis doesn’t come 
back, the offense will suffer. Receivers are decent, 

but not deep. Jones still has a couple of classes to 

go before he can adequately recruit for his scheme, 
Defense, all around, must make quantum leap. 


Mustangs In A Box 


OFFENSE 
‘There was a time when many questioned if June 
Jones would live or die— worrying less about wheth- 
er he'd ever coach football again than his ability to 
live a normal life following a harrowing car crash, 

After that ordeal, raising SMU from football 
inrelevance must seem like a piece of cake for Jones, 
who pulled a similar trick at Hawaii, landing the 
Warriors in a BCS bowl at the end of last season, 

Sure, the Warriors were thumped by Georgia 
.» but SMU would gladly take the beating just to 
be on the big stage again, 

Jones has been pleased with most aspects of his 
new project, but he is waiting on better quarterback 
play, Last year’s starter, Justin Willis, sae out the spring 
because of disciplinary reasons, buts expected to reuurn 
when he takes care of the necessary requirements, 

In his stead, Logan Turner and Daniel Miller 
battled for the job in the spring, with neither show- 
ing Jones what he needs in a guy to run his offense. 

“Well ind a quarterback,” Jones said. “There 
are only two types of quarterbacks — one who gets 
better during the game and one who gets worse. 
We'll be fine — the system works.” 

DeMyron Martin had a solid spring game at 
running back but the line, expected to start two 
freshmen, remains a question. 

Jones was pleasantly surprised by the talent 
and depth at receiver, led by wideout Emmanuel 
Sanders, who led the Ponies with 74 catches for 


2008 Schedule 


Aug. 29 at Rice (1-11, 0-8) 
TEXAS STATE L TEXAS TECH 

| Sept. 13 atTexas Tech = W NORTH TEXAS 
Sept. 20 cy) ieee 
Sept. 25 atTulane | | tee (on 
boss at UF Lat Southern Miss 
Oct. 14 TULSA |, TULANE (OT) 
Oct, 18 HOUSTON | atTulsa 
Oct, 25 atNavy | L_at Houston 
Nov.8 MEMPHIS | L RICE 
Nov. 15 atuTep =| LUG 

| Nov. 29 SOUTHERN Miss = Lat Memphis (OT) 


889 yards and nine touchdowns. 

Tempering Jones’ optimism is that receivers 
La'Cori Johnson and A’Darius Medford required 
surgery to repair knee injuries in the spring. 


DEFENSE 

There’s only one way to go and that’s up. 

‘The Mustangs defense ranked 116th in yardage 
allowed (498.7 ypg) and 117th in points allowed 
39.8), which means a unit that returns seven start- 
cers must step it up this year. 

The starters are led by linebacker Will Bonilla 
and cornerback Bryan McCann. 

The Ponies will be young on the edges, with 
a pair of sophomore ends in Anthony Sowe and 
Youri Yenga. Experience is prominent at tackle, 
with seniors Patrick Handy and Serge Elizee. 

Bonilla, who tied for the team lead in tackles 
last season with 82, heads a young linebacking 
corps that includes sophomores Justin Smart in the 
middle and Peter Fleps on the weakside. 

SMU needs better coverage from a secondary 
that features cornerbacks Derrius Bell and Bryan 
McCann, who led the team with four interceptions, 
and safeties Tyler Jones and Rock Dennis. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
If there’s one thing the Ponies should have, it's 
a punter. Given plenty of chances by an impotent 
offense, Thomas Morstead was fourth in the nation 
with a 44.6 average and was named first-team 
AIL-C-USA — the only Pony so honored. 
Emmanuel Sanders is back to handle punt 
returns after averaging 9.1 yards on 20 returns, but 
the Ponies must find a new face to boost their ane- 
mic kickofF returns. That job is wide open. 
Morstead was also a capable kicker, hitting 13 of 
20 field goal attempts and leading SMU in scoring, 
Frank Ganse, who earned a reputation as one 
of the top special reams coaches in the NEL, joins 
Jones’ staff to fill tha same role. 


OVERVIEW 

With Jones at the helm, the question of an 
SMU renaissance becomes a when, not an if. Texas 
high school football is getting deeper in quarter- 
backs and receivers, and the guys deemed too small 
to play elsewhere will love playing for Jones. Look 
for the Ponies to break even, maybe even make 
a bow if things proceed faster than expected. 


WR Aldrick Robinson: 170 So, 
kyle Sullivan, 6-0 170_ So. 

WR Josh Bryant 58 176 So. 

Bruce Greenberg 5-7 170 So. 


WR Zach Zimmerman* 6-1. 166 r, 


Bradley Haynes 63 205. 
UW kelvin Beachum 63283 Fr, 
Vincent chi 252 St 
1G Sean 300 Sr. 
Josh LeRibeus 332 
© Mitch Enright* 22a. 
Andrew Robiskie 28h 
RG Bryce Tennison 292 Fe 
Kelly Turner 63281 Fr 
RT Tommy Poynter 64 27S 
3.7. Brooks 65 305 Fr, 
Defense 
Name 
DE Anthony Sowe 
Jordan Johnson 


OT Patrick Handy* 
Chris Parham 


or 
DE 
Adrian Dizer 
18” Will Bonilla 
Jason Jackson 
18 dustin Smart 62 240 
jan Moczygemba 6-1-2220. 
1B Pete Fleps. 62226 So. 
‘Chase Kenniemer 60 25 
CB Derius Bell 510 167 So. 
Tim Cros 5a1 175 So. 
8 Bryan MeCann* 60 176 
Chris Castro 59179 
S Tyler Jones 61 203 
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KANSAS 


QB Todd Reesing, LB Joe M 
WR Dexton Fields, aS Beato ete 


” Mangino has built a solid program, s 
_ don’t expect: she ee tobea 


Many of the Same Faces, 


cc annual awards banquet after 
its Orange Bowl victory was delayed 
more than two months because of sched- 
uling conflicts. It ended up working out 
perfectly. 

With spring football starting less than 
a week later, coach Mark Mangino made 
it clear at the banquet that this was the 
last time KU would celebrate its amazing 
2007 season. 

There was more work to be done and 
all eyes would immediately stare straight 
ahead. 

“This isn’t the Orange Bowl team,” 
running back Jake Sharp said a few days 
later. “This is a brand new team, We have 
to go out and prove it all over again.” 

No small task, considering the histori- 
cal significance of KU’s 2007 edition. The 
Jayhawks shocked the college football 
world by rolling to an 11-0 start and fin- 
ishing with a 12-1 record and the Orange 
Bowl victory over Virginia Tech. They fin- 
ished No. 7 in the Associated Press poll. 

Tt was a dream year for Kansas fans, 
further fueled by the national champi- 
onship in men’s basketball a few months 
later. But Mangino, his staff and his team 
quickly got over their own accomplish- 
ments, grabbing a log and immediately 
getting back to “sawing wood” — the 
team’s battle cry to give constant effort. 

“We feel like we've got a lot of work 
to do in a lot of areas,” Mangino said. 
“There's no part of our team that doesn’t 
need attention.” 

True, but many of those holding the 
saws have plenty of experience. Nine 


With a Few New Wrinkles 


starters return on defense, and gutsy 
quarterback Todd Reesing is back leading 
an exciting up-tempo offense. A target is 
now on the Jayhawks’ back, but a sense of 
confidence never before realized will try 
to balance that out. 

In addition, the goals not met might 
prove to be a blessing going into 2008. 
A loss to Missouri in the regular-season fi- 
nale denied the Jayhawks the Big 12 North 
division title. As a result, they didn’t have 
achance at either the conference crown or 
the national championship. 

Irs almost strange putting “Kansas 
football” and “national championship” in 
the same sentence, But the Jayhawks were 
on the doorstep of such talk a year ago 
before being kicked out of the party. That 
hunger stayed with them. 

“We know what it takes to become 
12-1,” wide receiver Dexton Fields said. 
“Now, the goal is 14-0.” 


OFFENSE 


One year ago, Todd Reesing wasn’t even 
sure if he would be the starting quarter- 
back. He was locked into a competition 
with Kerry Meier that he didn't win until 
the middle of August. 

That’s hard to fathom now consider- 
ing what “Sparky” accomplished in 2007. 
Reesing was dazzling, throwing for 3,486 
yards with 33 touchdowns and just seven 
interceptions. He had 213 consecutive 
attempts without an interception at one 
point, flirting with Trent Dilfer's Division 
I record. 

Reesing is back — and only a junior 
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— meaning KU’s high-powered offense 
remains high in potential. 

“[e’s all about improving fundamentally 
and knowing the offense,” Reesing said. 
“Having a year under your belt in this sys- 
tem definitely helps.” 

Second-year coordinator Ed Warinner 
planned to go back through KU’s play- 
book and adjust it according to the per- 
sonnel. It’s an elastic scheme designed to 
play to his players’ strengths. 

“We're going to try to not be exactly 
like we were,” Wariner said. 

Plenty of experience will make it easier. 
Reesing will be able to throw to senior 
Dexton Fields, sophomore Dezmon Bris- 
coe or junior Kerry Meier, who is also Re- 
esing’s backup at quarterback. 

Jake Sharp is an explosive option — 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 188.8 ypg rushing (Sth in Big 12/3tst in NCAA), 281.0 ypg passing 4th/17th), 478.8 ypg total offense (4th/Bth), 42.8 png (tst/2nd) 


POS — STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Todd Reesing” Jt____33 TDs anchored strong attack; can he repeat? Kerry Meier, Jt. 

RB Jake Sharp. Jf Ran for 821 yards as a part-time back in ‘07. Jocques Crawford, Jr. 
WR _Dexton Fields* Sr__ Solid possession receiver; led KU with 63 catches. __Kerry Meier, Jt, 

WR __Dezmon Briscoe” ‘So. Sky's the limit after strong true freshman season. Rod Harris, So. 

WR Marcus Hertord ‘St___Time to realize his potential on offense. Johnathan Wilson, So. 
TE __ Bradley Dedeaux So.__One career catch, not much experience. Nick Plato, Fr. 

UT__ deff Spikes Fr__Highy praised by staf; can he excel asa freshman?__Matt Darton, Sr 

LG Adrian Mayes* Sr___Former walk-on was solid in starting role. Jeremiah Hatch, Fr. 

C Ryan Cantrell” S1.__ Sat out spring with injury; brings veteran presence. Sal Capra, So. 

RG Chet Hartley* Sr___JC transfer was key part of O-line in first season. Cari Wilson, So. 

AT Matt Darton Si__ Agood rogram ou who Stared one game in’07. lan Wolfe, So 
Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 94.8 ypg rushing (2nd in Big 12/Bth NCAA), 222.5 ypu passing (2nd/49th), 317.3 ypg total defense (1sU12th), 18.4 ppg (1st/4th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUPIKEY DEPTH 


Russell Brorsen™ Sr__ Former All-State wrestler was solid in Orange Bowl. Jake Laptad, So. 
DT Caleb Blakesley” Jt Canhe help replace James McClinton’s motor? Jamal Greene, So. 
DT Todd Haselhorst i Injury-plagued career getting back ontrack. Richard Johnson, Ft 
DE _John Larson* ‘St___ Academic All-American led line with 43 stops. Max Onyegbule, Jr. 
1B _ Mike Rivera” Sr__ Moved to OLB last year, better suited for his speed. _ Justin Springer, So. 
LB Joe Mortensen* ‘Sr.__Best returning defender but recovering from injury. Drew Dudley, So. 
LB James Holt” se ‘All-Big 12 honorable mention; had 99 tackles in ‘07. __Jake Schermer, Jr 
CB__Kendrick Harper Sr___ Frequent contributor in “07 when healthy. Anthony Webb, Jr. 
CB Chris Harris” So.__One of top freshmen in Big 12 last season. Isiah Barfield, Fr 
SS Patrick Resby* ‘St.___Injury derailed first season at Kansas. Tang Bacheyie, Sr. 
FS Darrell Stuckey* us.___Arockat safety with 72 tackles, two picks last year. Justin Thornton, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


though not the only option — at running 
back. Jocques Crawford, the NJCAA OF. 
fensive Player of the Year, arrives this fall. 
Expect Crawford to get plenty of touches 
and share the load with Sharp. 

The interior of the line all returns, 
led by fifth-year senior Ryan Cantrell at 
center. The key will be to find adequate 
tackles to replace Cesar Rodriguez, who 
graduated, and Anthony Collins, who 
skipped his senior season to go pro. He 
was a fourth-round pick. 

The Jayhawks had a 76-point explo- 
sion against Nebraska and scored 50-plus 
points four other times last season. 

“We're not going to go out there and 
surprise anyone,” Reesing said, “so we re- 
ally have to work harder than last year to 
get back to that level.” 


DEFENSE 


Kansas’ offense was so fun and exciting 
that the potency of the defense was easy to 
overlook. But the defense got its time to 
shine in the Orange Bowl, when it com- 
piled five sacks and three interceptions. 

“We kind of wanted to show everybody 
what we can do,” linebacker Joe Mortens- 
en said after the game. 

If returning personnel is any indication, 
last year’s success could forecast this year’s 
potential. Kansas returns nine starters on 
defense led by Mortensen, an All-Big 12 
middle linebacker who made 106 tackles 
in ‘07. Mortensen suffered an offseason 
knee injury, but expects to be back by the 
season opener. 

There is senior experience to the side 
of Mortensen with James Holt and Mike 
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Jocques Crawiord, RB 
Bj Crawford, a junior college standout, joined the Jayhawks in time for 
spring practice. With Brandon McAnderson graduated, Crawford will 


be counted on to fill some of the void. 


Daymond Patterson, WR 

Patterson, a three-star recruit, is expected to help the Jayhawks’ 
receiving corps. Two of KU's top three receivers graduated, and 
Patterson is one of the top newcomers for Mark Mangino's squad. 


Nicholas Plato, TE 

)__| All three high schoo! signees at tight end — Plato, Tim Biere and 
f | Tanner Hawkinson — will have the opportunity to play right away. 
Bal} Plato could have the upper hand after going through spring workouts 
with the tear, 


Name Pos. Stars Hit. Wt. Hometown School 
Tim Biere rE ooo tad ‘Omaha, NE Westside 


Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 19 tight end. 


Greg Brown BO 5-11 164 Cedar Hill, TX Cedar Hill 
Rated as the No. 86 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 36 cornerback, 


Jocques Crawiord §=RB OO al Cisco, TX Cisco 6.0, 
Rated as the No. 16 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
Nathan D’Cunha oo 6-7 307 Santa Barhara, CA ‘Santa Barbara C.0. 
Rated as the No. 37 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
Rod Harris wR oO 62 190 Brenham, TX Blinn C6, 
Rated as the No. 56 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
‘Tanner Hawkinson «= TE OOO 6-6 230 McPherson, KS ‘McPherson 


Rated as the No. 3 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 


No. 23 tight end. 


Chaminade 
Rated as the nation’s 


Ben Lucken no 65 318 St Lous, Mo 
Rated as the No, 13 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com, 
No. 62 offensive guard. 


‘Trevor Marrongelll §=— OL © 6-4 285 Round Rock, TK ‘Westwood 
Rated as the nation’s No. 62 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 
OJ. Marshall nO 64 230 Mesquite, TX Mesquite 


Rated as the No. 99 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 


No. 36 strongside defensive end. 


Darius Parish to 6-3 325 Wichita, KS ‘Wichita North 
Rated as the No. 9 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 58 defensive tackle. 


Name 


THE SLEEPER 


Darius Parish, DL 

Parish, a one-time Nebraska commit- 
ment, switched to the Jayhawks after 
the coaching change in Lincoln. He's 
the No, 9-ranked player in Kansas, and 
has the size and strength to be an 
eventual anchor for the Jayhawks’ 
defensive line. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 40 


BIG 12:9 


2009 NEEDS 


The Jayhawks will try to bolster their group 
of linebackers in 2009. All three expected 
starters in 2008 will be seniors, with little 
experience behind them. Only one lineback- 
er, Josh Richardson, was signed in the 2008, 
class. 


Pos. Stars HL Wt Hometown School 


Daymond Paterson WR © 58 165 Mesquite, TX North Mesqutte 
Rated as the No, 73 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 73 wide receiver. 


Kale Pick % oO 6-1 198 Dodge Cy, KS Dodge Cty 
Rated as the No. 7 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 dual-threat quarterback. 


‘Nicholas Plato of oO 6-6 228 Edwardsville, tL Edwanisville 
Rated as the No. 28 overall prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 46 strongside defensive end. 


Corrigan Powell 0B © 10 161 Garland, TX Lakeview Centennial 
Rated as the nation’s No. 60 cornerback by Rivals.com. 
‘Sean Ransburg MH © 6-1 185 Harrisonville, MO Harrisonvilie 


Rated as the No. 11 overall prospect in Missour! by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 76 athlete. 


JoshRicharison 1B. 64 195 Dublin, O# Scioto 
Rated as the No, 50 overall prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. 

‘Monso Rojas Ko 63.195 lam) FL Miami Dade 6°, 
Signed with Bowling Green out of high school. 

Lubbock Smid DBO. 5-11 182 Dallas, 1X Carter 
Rated as the nation’s No. 68 safety by Rivals.com. 

Jom Willams = OL © 6-4 335, Tusa, OK Booker T. Washington 


Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No, 32 offensive guard. 


‘Duane Ziatnik nf O G4 260 Rossville, KS 
Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 39 strongside defensive end. 
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U is all set to move into the $31 million 

Anderson Family Football Complex adjacent 
to Memorial Stadium. 

The 80,000-square foot complex will be the 
centralized home of KU football, housing locker 
rooms, offices, meeting rooms, a weight room, 
academic areas and a cardio room. 

For a long time, the Jayhawks have been 
headquartered near Allen Fieldhouse and often 
had to bus across windy campus roads if they 
needed to practice at Memorial Stadium, cutting 
down on practice time. 

It won't be that way now. In addition to the 
building, two artificial-turf practice fields have 
been built next to Memorial Stadium. Move-in is 
expected in July. 

* Kansas has a pretty strong case for having 
the most brilliant pass rush in college football. 

Seniors John Larson and Russell Brorsen started 
all 13 games at defensive end last year, and both are 
‘treating their full scholarship as an investment. 

Brorsen and Larson were named to numerous 
All-Academic teams last season, with Brorsen 
being named first-team Academic All-America. 

Both have grade-point averages higher than 3.5, 
and they can play a little football, too — Brorsen 
hhad 36 tackles last season, including a big sack in 
the Orange Bowl. Larson led KU’s defensive line 
with 43 tackles and had two interceptions, 

Three Kansas players sat out spring practices 
because of injury — center Ryan Cantrell, safety 
Justin Thornton and linebacker Joe Mortensen. 

Cantrell, a fifth-year senior, was held out for 
precautionary reasons and had a boot on his foot 
during the spring. Thornton suffered a non-football 
related injury just before spring practices, and 
Mortensen injured his knee just before the spring. 

Coach Mark Mangino said he expects all to be 
back by the season opener on Aug. 30, 

* Kansas has two new assistant coaches on 
staff: wide receivers coach David Beaty, who 
came from Rice, and defensive line coach Joe 
Bob Clements, a native Kansan who coached at 
San Diego State last season. 

* Kansas and Missouri will play at least one 
more time at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City, 
Mo. — the regular-season finale on Nov. 29, KU 
and MU played a highly-hyped game at Arrowhead 
last year, with the Tigers prevailing 36-28. 
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Rivera at outside linebacker. 

Behind Mortensen is more experi- 
ence with safeties Darrell Stuckey, Justin 
‘Thornton and Patrick Resby. Two cor- 
nerbacks — Chris Harris and Kendrick 
Harper — both played plenty opposite 
NFL-bound Aqib Talib. 

The line returns three starters but needs 


to replace the constant effort of All-Big 12 


tackle James McClinton. Kansas has five 
ends who rotated all of last season. 

The Jayhawks’ one defensive weak- 
ness in 2007 was a pass rush, an area 


in which young ends like Max Onyeg- 


1 value to KU's 2007 


bule and Jake Laptad might be able to eee 


help. But, overall, the cupboard remains 
stacked after the defense had great suc- 
cess last season. 

The Jayhawks do have a new coordina- 
tor after Bill Young took a similar job at 
Miami. Mangino immediately promoted 4 i 
long-time assistant Clint Bowen, hades ed oa aaeoa 


ave efficiency (one spot ahead of Missouri’s 


“He's a very intelligent guy, well-pre- Sock ont 


pared for this position,” Mangino said, 
“He's got the work ethic. He's really tal- 
ented, and it was an easy call for me, actu- 
ally.” 

Bowen has worked at Kansas since 1999 
and played at Kansas in the early ‘90s. He 
won't change the base package. 


The Jayhawks had decent — and more 
important, reliable — production out 
of its kicker and punter for the last four 
years. Now, Scott Webb and Kyle Tucker 
are gone. 

Freshman Stephen Hoge appears to be 
the frontrunner at kicker, while Bowling 
Green transfer Alonso Rojas expects to 


enroll this summer and assume punting ‘ 

) Set ie 
“and will at | Kansas 
“this: ieee looking to 
li ke a immediate impact. 


duties. 

As for return specialists, Kansas has one 
rock and one shaky competition, Marcus 
Herford returns after being the Big 12's 
best kick returner in 2007, averaging 28.6 
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This Talent Was 
Too Good To Pass 


The 6-3, 220-pounder had been a quar- 
terback his entire life, even starting as a 
freshman at KU in 2006. But coach Mark 
Mangino declared an open competition 
heading into 2007, and surprising to some, 
undersized Todd Reesing was declared the 
winner. 

So for two games, the thoroughbred 
Meier was on the sideline in a baseball 
cap. Mangino would look over, see the size 
and athleticism wasting away and figured 
something needed to be done. 

Mangino, a big baseball fan, decided to 
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Player Profile 


make Meier the ultimate utility player. For 
the rest of the season, Meier was every- 
where — as a backup quarterback, an oc- 
casional slot receiver and even a punter. 
Meier went from a seldom-used reserve to 
one of KU's most valuable assets. 

“He's a good enough athlete,” Mangino 
said, “to play anywhere.” 

Meier's job isn’t changing for 2008, ei- 
ther. He spent the spring throwing passes, 
catching passes and punting, with more 
and more emphasis being directed toward 
receiving. 

“We'll just try to expand his role as a 
receiver because he's not going to be start- 
ing that in the middle of the season,” of- 
fensive coordinator Ed Warinner said. “He's 
starting it in the spring so he can learn a 
little bit more and do some more things.” 

Meier claims to love the unique role. He 
was disappointed in losing the quarterback 
battle, but the Pittsburg, Kan., native soon 
realized he can give KU’s offense a new di- 
mension. 

Case in point: Against Oklahoma State 
last season, Meier lined up in the slot and 
motioned into the backfield before the 
snap. Reesing took the snap and pitched it 
to Meier, who immediately used his quar- 
terback arm to fling it downfield to Marcus 
Henry for a 43-yard gain that helped Kan- 
sas improve to 10-0, 

Meier ended up with 275 passing yards, 
274 receiving yards and 78 rushing yards 
in 2007, totaling six touchdowns. Expect 
those numbers — particularly the receiv- 
ing stats —to go up in 2008. 

“We have other receivers,” Warinner 
said, “but Kerry's surely a guy that we can 
probably double his output.” 

Big words considering he still wears the 
red quarterback jersey in practice as Rees- 
ing's backup. He's also the backup punter. 
But add it all together, and he’s one of KU's 
most important parts. 

“T've got a lot of things on my plate that 
T enjoy doing,” Meier said. “So I'm having 
fun.” 


yards per return, 

Punt return was a circus last season, 
with Agib Talib the only player looking 
comfortable back there. With him gone, 
the competition is open again. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Kansas received plenty of grief for hav- 
ing an easy schedule in 2007, although 
Mangino, at last season's Orange Bowl, 
had a rebuttal that made it hard to argue 
with him. 

“Our strategy must have worked,” 
Mangino said. “We're here at the Orange 
Bowl. So what is the criticism?” 

Either way, he won't have to hear it this 
year, Kansas travels to play South Florida 
for a Friday night nonconference show- 
down on Sept. 12. 

Plus, the Big 12 schedule is tough, 
including this six-game stretch: at Okla- 
homa, vs. Texas Tech, vs. Kansas State, at 
Nebraska, vs. Texas and against Missouri 
in Kansas City, 

With this schedule, if the Jayhawks 
have as much success as they did in 2007, 
they will have earned every bit of it. 

— Ryan Wood 
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COACH: Todd Graham — At Tulsa: 10-6, 1 year; 
overall: 17-10, 2 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Gus Malzahn, Herb Hand 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Keith Patterson, Paul 
Randolph 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 

LAST TIME DIDN'T 60 BOWLINE: 2004 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16, 9 offense, 5 defense, 
kicker, punter 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: R@ Tarrion Adams, FB Charles 
Clay, WR Trae Johnson, RB Courtney Tennial, 

0G dustin Morsey, S Charles Davis, DE Moton Hopkins, 
DB Roy Roberts 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offensive skill players, with 
the exception of QB, are deeper and more talented 
than at every other C-USA school. If senior David 
Johnson can prove to be an adequate replacement for 
Paul Smith, the offense will click. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defensively, the Hurricane fs 
thin and inexperienced at linebacker, a problem that can 
potentially counteract all the potency of the offense. 

In the category of good problems to have, coach Todd 
Graham must find @ way to keep alt his big play weapons 
happy, particularly with a OB learning on the job. 


OFFENSE 

Todd Graham proved he was a winner when 
he won at one of the most formidable challenges 
in college football — Rice. 

Not that Tulsa was exactly a juggernaut. 

But Graham came into a good situation and 
promptly made the best of it He molded the 
nation’s leading offense (543.9 yards per game) in 
2007 ... and with nine starters back, i's difficult ro 
believe the Hurricane won't be stronger. 

Coming back are the top four rushers and top 
six receivers — three of whom gave Tulsa a trio of 
1,000-yard receivers for only the third time ever 
in NCAA history — nor including running back 
Courtney Tennial, who had 14 touchdowns in 
2006 but missed last year with an Achilles’ injury. 

The NCAA granted Tennial a sixth year co 
complete his eligibility. 

Tartion Adams, who ran for 1,225 yards last 
season, is back, as is senior Brennan Marion, the 
C-USA Newcomer of the Year last season after 
averaging an NCAA record 31.9 yards a catch and 
scoring 11 touchdowns. 

First, though, the Hurricane must replace the 
school’s all-time leading passer, Paul Smith, who 
set 24 school records a year ago. 

Senior David Johnson enters the season as the 
starter, but sophomore Clark Harrell — whose 
old brother Graham is rewriting the Texas Tech 
passing records — is expected to give him a run 


2008 Schedule 


for the job. 

There are starters back on the line, including 
potential NFL draft pick Rodrick Thomas at tackle 
and possible all-league guard Justin Morsey. 

Two players who each gained at least 1,000 
yards receiving last year as true freshmen — receiver 
Trae Johnson and fullback Charles Clay — are 
back, Jesse Meyer and Dion Toliver make the unit 
one of the deepest in the nation, 


DEFENSE 

Experience is plenty on the front and back of 
the Hurricane defense, but the entire linebacking 
corps must be rebuilt after it lost three players who 
all had at least 100 tackles each, 

Mike Bryan, George Clinkscale and Tanner 
Antle enter the season as the starters, though 
they'll be pushed by junior college transfer Kaipo 
Sarkissian, Curnelius Amick and Kenny R. Sims. 

Moton Hopkins, who had 10 tackles for loss 
and earned second-team all-conference honors at 
end, heads a line that includes capable tackles in 
Terrel Nemons and Wilson Garrison, and a poren- 
tial star in sophomore Odrick Ray. 

Junior college transfer Untavious Scott is expected 
to make an impact at end when he arrives in the fall 

Roy Roberts moved from corner to safety in 
the spring and will quarterback a secondary that 
also returns comet Kenny D. Sims and free safety 
Charles Davis. Look for Ade’ Manga to hold down 
the rover spot and fellow junior college transfer 
John Destin to secure the second cornerback spor. 

Another junior college transfer, Kollin Hancoc 
could figure in the bactle at safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The offense was scoring so many touchdowns 
last season that Jarod Tracy only attempted 12 field 
goals, making seven. Punter Michael Such averaged 
39 yards on 43 attempts. 

‘The Hurricane will try to improve their punt 
recurn (ded for 61st) and kickoff return (83rd) units, 


OVERVIEW 

Loaded on offense, somewhat suspect on defense 
— like much of Conference USA — the Hurricane is 
in position to really light it up in some high-scoring 
games. Not many teams do that as well as Tulsa, which 
is why the Hurricane looks like the class of C-USA. 


fae tua fea sal Vorrense —encame nan 
seni ator Teas | WY etfouislana-Monros 35-17 | Si ie ‘i 
Sept. 20 NEW MEXICO | L OKLAHOMA. 21-62 | fusting yee a 
Sept. 27 uUca |W UAB 38-30 Passing 371.0 3 
4 Lat UTEP 47-48 Total 543.9 fi 
Uli RICE W > MARSHALL 38-31 
Oct. 11 atsMU LL atUCF 20-44 DEFENSE PERGANE RN 
ct 7 W SMU Seorir 33.4 100 
See UTEP |W. at Tulane 40064 Wociaiigcs) 9 ieee a 
pee UcF |W. HOUSTON 56-7. || Sacin Beate Weian 
Nov. 1 atArkansas. == W_ at Army 49390 a ae ie 
Nov. 15° at Houston i Min a 3 
Nov. 22 TULANE GMAC Bow! TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
“Nov, 29 atMarshall  W  vsBowling Green 63-7. | -8 048 2 


‘Dept 
Offense 


Pos. Name Ht. Wt 
QB David Johnson 63 a7 
Clark Harel 64 197 
RB Tarrion Adams* 6-1 210 
Jamad Williams* 5.9 198 
FB Charles Clay* 6-3 222 
‘Courtney Tennial 5:10 235 St. 
WR Jesse Meyer 64 201 or 
WR AD Whitmore 17050. 
Dion Totive 470 
WR Brennan Marion* 4185 
Trae Johnson 470 
UT) Tyler Holmes 305 
Brantion Thomas 270 
1G Curt Puckett* 308 Jt. 
Aaron Ringle 64 250 Fe 
© Jody Whatey* 63 311 oh 
Nick Gates 62270 So. 
RG Justin Morsey* 62 296 In 
Shawn Santos 63304 So. 
RT__Rodrick Thomas 65 354 Je 
Travis Wike 66 305, 
Defense 
Pos, Name Ht. Wt. CL 
RE Odrick Ray 63 21 So. 
Tyler Scarbrough 6:3 268 50. 
NG Terrel Nemons 64 37 Sts 
Wilson Garrison 63276 Ir 
LE Moton Hopkins® 270 Sr. 
Rashad Robinson 230 
LB George Clinkscate* 251 Ir. 
1B Mike Bryan 63 6) 
Kenny R. Sims 60 221 So. 
1B Tanner Antle 4 210 So. 
201 
a 185 
Nick Henderson a7 
B Kenny D. Sims S41 201 
Josh Walker 510 185 
S Roy Roberts* S41 205 St. 
ee ylbage! iat Sosa Sree 
S Ade’ Manga 62 20 In 
Donald Gobert 63192 _ So. 
FS Charles Davis" $9 170 ar. 
Genesis Cole Gi 186 Fr 
Special Teams. 
Pos. Name a 
K Jarod Tracy* 60 165 St 
P Michael Such* 6-2 205 So. 


+ Returning Starters in Bold 
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~ 0B Josh Fieenan, WR Deon Morphy, 
“DE Ian feces tea 
a 


Campbell retums to DE, where he was 
a force in 2006, the rest of the defensive 
“Tne is all but a mystery: 


"WR Jordy Nelson, RB James Johnso 
‘SS Marcus Watts, DT Rob Jackson, — 
1B Justin Roland 


season with four : Ss Now, the 
Wildcats will be leaning on junior colle 
"transfers through a tough early sched 
If they don’t produce in a hurry, 

mic 


Prince: K-State Still on the Right Path In Third Year 


eaers Ron Prince insists there was 
no big surprise in going 5-7 a year 
ago although Kansas State was coming off 
a bowl season. 

The Wildcats did show there was talent 
by upsetting Texas 41-21 early in the sea- 
son, but four straight disheartening losses 
to end the campaign left some concern. 

Prince, fond of researching and quoting 
the greatest business minds in the country, 
assures anyone that the outcome was not 
vastly different from the long-term plan 
he installed upon replacing Bill Snyder. 

“I knew we could win some games and 
have a chance to play in the postseason in 
our first year,” Prince said. “I knew year 
two would be our most challenging year. 
I did expect us to do better than we did, 
but I knew how challenging it would be.” 

If thar’s the case, what Prince did with 
his schedule is a troubling sign. K-State 
bought out a home game with Fresno 
State for the 2008 season and replaced the 
Bulldogs with Montana State. 

Is Prince worried about a lack of prog- 
tess this season or, worse, fairly certain ir’s 
not there? 

The Wildcats have a decent share of 
star talent for a team that will be picked to 
finish near the bottom of the Big 12. That 
starts with quarterback Josh Freeman, 
a bulkier Drew Bledsoe-type who set 
school records with regularity last season. 

Yes, Freeman put up his huge numbers 
with the help of talented wide receiver 
Jordy Nelson, who was drafted 36th over- 
all in the NFL draft. He also did it behind 
an offensive line that Prince later admit- 


ted held the entire team back. 

And while the Wildcats’ bend-but- 
don'-break defense had so-so stretches 
during the season, it certainly did not, 
and could not, attack offenses like the 
units that put K-State on the map in the 
1990s. 

There are standouts on that side of the 
ball, led by defensive end Ian Campbell 
and safety Gary Chandler. The K-State 
coaching staff is confident it’s plucked 
an instant standout or two, as well, from 
a recruiting class built around junior 
college additions. 

Butis there enough quality depth across 
the board to allow the difference-makers 
to lead this team to significant improve- 
ment? 


OFFENSE 


Any team would love to return an ex- 
perienced quarterback with NEL size and 
skills coming off a season in which he 
broke school record after school record. 
Yet optimism doesn’t abound for Kansas 
State’s offense. 

That's because so many of Josh Free- 
man’s 3,353 yards last season were to 
now-departed Jordy Nelson ... and much 
came out of desperation due to an ineffec- 
tive running game. 

Nelson piled up 1,606 yards and 
11 touchdowns, and he opened up the 
rest of the field for K-State’s attack. Free- 
man rarely had time to survey those pos- 
sibilities because defenses were tuned to 
defend the pass, taking advantage of an 
inexperienced, injury-riddled line. 
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Josh Freeman Photo by Peter Aiken/Getty Images 


Photo by: Peter Fiken/Getty Images 


That line should be improved. Four 
starters return, including tackles Alesana 
Alesana and Penisini Liu, and the Wild- 
cats have focused recruiting efforts there 
two years in a row. Tight end Jeron Mas- 
trud also established himself last year. 

K-State must develop the ability to 
block, and no one knows that better than 
Prince, a former offensive lineman and 
line coach. 

“[ think clearly the thing we keep look- 
ing toward is improving on the offensive 
line if we want the team to get any bet- 
ter,” Prince said. “I really feel like we've 
got good depth there.” 

There is a concern at running back as 
neither the top returner (Leon Patton, 
390 yards last season) or spring standout 
(junior college transfer Keithen Valentine) 


Scouting Report: Offens 


2007 stat 
POS STARTER 


82.8 ypg Pushing (Sth in Big 12/83rd in NCAA), 285. 
COMM 


ps passing (Sthi2Ist), 418. 


py total otfense (Bth/40th 


0B Josh Freeman’ Jt School-tecord 3,353 yards last season. Carson Coffman, So. 
RB__Leon Patton Jr___ Five starts and 1,018 yards in career. Keithen Valentine, Jr 
WR __Deon Murphy _ Si.___ Big 12 Offensive Newcomer of the Year. Adrian Hilburn, Jr 
WR__ Cedric Wilson Sr___Played in 25 games the past two years, Lamark Brown, So. 
TE Jeron Mast” J__Nine starts, 30 reception last year, Brett Alsttt, Sr 
(T__ Alesana Alesana* Sr___Junior college transfer started every game last year. Edward Prince, Jr 
LG Wade Weibert Jt Junior college All-American needs to play somewhere, Brock Unruh, Jt. 

C___ Jordan Bedore* Sr___Has 22 career starts; injured in spring. Trevor Viers, Jr. 

RG. Gerard Spexarth” Sr___Converted tackle is 6-6, 290. Nick Stringer Jr. 

RT __Penisini Liu* Sr___Started final 10 games, could back up again, Nick Stringer, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
2007 stats: 141.6 ypg rushing (7th in Big 12/49th in NCAA), 259.0 ypg passing (Sth/S9th), 400.6 ypg total defense (8th/69th), 30.8 ppg (Sth/86th) 


POS _ STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE __lan Campbell’ St.__ Former walk-on has 16 sacks last two years. Payton Kirk, Fr. 
OT Brandon Balkcom Sr___One of the spring's top performers. Jack Hayes, Jf. 


DT__Xzavier Stewart So. _Steadily moved up depth chart as true frost, 


Daniel Calvin, Jt 


DE Eric Childs" Jf___ADEas freshman; nine starts at OLB in ‘07. Chidubamu Abana, Sr. 
LB Antwon Moore: Sr.___ Knee injury in second game ended last season, Olu Hall, Jr. 

LB _Ulla Pomele Jt A top-40 junior college prospect nationally, Hansen Sekona, Jr. 
LB Reggie Walker" Sr___ Former big-time recruit yet to live up to hype. John Houlik, Jt. 

CB_ Joshua Moore So.__Redshirted after being Freshman All-Big 12. Ray Cheatham, Sr. 


CB Blair Irvin Jf,___Superb athlete will get chance as newcomer. 


Kendrick Matthews, So. 


SS Gary Chandler* Sr.___ Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of the Year. Courtney Herndon, Jr. 
FS__ Chris Garey" Jr___Led team with four INTs; fifth in tackles, ‘Andrew Erker, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


is taller than 5-9. Daniel Thomas, a top 
junior college recruit at 6-2, 227 might 
solve that dilemma. 

Lightning-fast receiver Deon Mur- 
phy, helped by Nelson's presence, had 
57 catches for 605 yards and five scores 
a year ago. He also ran for three touch- 
downs and might have been at his best on 
special teams. 

Murphy will be counted on as a play- 
maker for a team that needs to find some- 
body other than just Freeman. 


DEFENSE 

Ian Campbell was All-Big 12 for the 
second straight season, but it didn't feel 
the same. 

Campbell came out of nowhere as a de- 
fensive end in 2006, posting 11.5 sacks 
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and 17.5 tackles for loss. After moving 
to outside linebacker in a 3-4 scheme last 
year, those numbers dropped to 4.5 and 
11, respectively. 

The senior is back at end in a 4-3, and 
is expected to have a monster season. 

“Even when I went back to playing 
defensive end sometimes last season, it 
didn’t feel comfortable,” Campbell said. 
“Now it’s like it used to be.” 

Eric Childs was a defensive end two 
seasons ago, then an outside linebacker 
last season. If he can use his speed and 
not let his size (227 pounds) become 
a disadvantage, he could complement 
Campbell. 

Senior defensive tackle Brandon Balk- 
com is among the team’s most improved 
players according to coaches, but junior 
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‘Antonio Felder, LB/DE 

The Wildcats desperately need pass rushing help to make their 3-4 
defense effective, and Felder — a junior college transfer — could 
provide that help from either an outside linebacker of defensive end 
spot. The 6-3, 245-pounder decided on K-State over offers from Big 
42 programs like Kansas and Oklahoma State, 


‘Aubrey Quarles, WR 

The graduation of receiver Jordy Nelson, the focal point of K-State's 
offense last season, created a glaring need at wide receiver, Quarles 
was regarded as one of the top junior college receivers in the nation. 


Daniel Thomas, ATH 

Thomas played quarterback in junior college, but is versatile enough 
to play running back in the Big 12. Thomas’ frame (6-2, 227 pounds) 
should allow him to be effective in short-yardage situations. 


_3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Name Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 
Brandon Banks WR °o 5-8 160 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield C.C. 
Rated as the No. 62 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
Dustin Bel 6-0 180 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield €.0, 
Rated a the No. 2h junior alee prospect in America by Rivals.com. 

&2 220 Torrance, CA El Camino CC, 


Berard ° 
Pate as the No. ei junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


<Javonta Boyd oT 
Rated as the No. 58 ove 
No. 30 defensive tackle, 


° 6-3 200 St.Petersburg, FL Northeast 
rospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 


Kwamaine Brown o 5-8 185 Kissimmee, FL Osceola 
Rated as the No. 63 overall prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 running back. 


Daniel Calvin © —_ 63 322 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield C.C. 
Rated as the No. 14 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com, 

Jarel Childs B OO 63 216 Kansas City, MO (ak Park 
Rated as the No. 17 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. 

Wiliam Cot ° 65 260 Hast, MO Haytl 


oper OL 
First-team all-state selection. 


‘Logan Dold MH O00 6-1 200 Garden Plain, KS Garden Plain 
Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 56 athlete, 


Ethan Douglas oo oo 6-6 285 Basehor, KS Basehor Linwood 
Rated as the No. 13 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com. 
‘Antonio Felder DE ° 6-3 245 El Dorado, KS Butler County €.¢. 
Rated as the No. 84 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 

1 CA El Camino 6.6, 


John Finau oT ia Torrance, 
Recorded 47 tackles with 14. te loss and thee ‘sacks in 2007. 


Tony Gillespie T ooo 6-1 298 Jenks, OK Jenks 
Rated as the No. 8 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 36 defensive tackle. 


Brandon Harold OE ° 6-5 260 East St Louls, iL St Louis 
Rated as the No. 18 overall prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 38 strongside defensive end. 


6-4 255 Perkinston, MS 


Jack Hayes 1 OO Gulf Coast C.C. 
Recorded 49 tackles and five sacks in 2007, 


WR ° 190 San Francisco, CA City College of San Fancisco, 
Rated as the No. 43 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


rivals.com 


Commitments 
‘Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Wade Weibert, 


G 

K-State's offensive line needs to 
improve under third-year coach Ron 
Prince, and Weibert arrived on campus 
in time for spring practice. If nothing 
else, he'll be expected to provide 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 27 


2009 NEEDS 


More than any position in particular, the 
Wildcats need to focus on high school pros- 
pects in their next recruiting class. K-State's 
2008 recruiting haul was based heavily on 
junior college talent — perhaps too heavily. 


BIG 12:7 


immediate depth. 


Name Po: 


Blair evn BO 
Rated as the No, 50 junio 


Stars 


HL Wt. Hometown 


© ‘BT 185 Coffevll, KS 
lege prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


School 
Coffeyville C.C. 


Joseph Kassanavoid ATH OO © 6-6 215 Lawson, MO Lawson 
Rated ae. 14 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com....Rated as the nation’s 
lo. ete. 


Collin Klein B co° 64 202 Loveland, 6O Loveland 
Rated as the No. 8 overall prospect in Colorado by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation's 
No. 21 pro-style quarterback. 


Bly Mclean = WBC OO 5-8 180 Wilmington, CA Los Angeles Harbor .6, 
Went to the same high school as actor Chuck Norris..Had three interceptions, 
29 tackles and three pass breakups in 2007. 


George Pierson K 6-0 180 Tyler, X 
Chose Kansas State over Untass, MTSU and UAB. 


Ulla Pomele 1B ©OOO G4 255 Samafosa,Ch Santa Rosa dnior College 
Rated as the No. 38 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


‘Wer J, 


Edward Prince ao 
Chose Kansas State over 
Marshall. 


° Copiah-Lincoln 6.¢. 
Miss, Teas sat, Oustom State, Southern Miss and 


‘Aubrey Quarles = WR 6-2 190 Santa Rosa, CA Santa Rosa J.C. 
Rated as the No. 20 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
Hansen Sekona Bo 6-0 230 San Mateo, CA College of San Mateo 
Rated as the No. 78 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com, 
Kenny Session RB OOS 5-8 190. Tulsa, OK East Central 


Rated as the No. 14 ove 
nation’s No. 48 running back. 


Blake Slaughter iB ooo 6-0 225 Missouri City, TX Elkins 
Rated as the No. 98 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 31 inside linebacker. 


prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the 


6-1 180 Bakersfield, CA Bakersfield C.C. 


Altrall Snipes WR OOO 
Chose Kansas State over Hawaii. 


Daniel Thomas ATH @@OO — 6-2 227 Senatobia,MS Northwest Mississipnl C.C. 
Rated as the No. 35 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 

Grant Valentine DE 000 6-3 240 Glendale, CA Glendale 6.0. 
Chose Kansas State over Fresno State. 

‘Wade Welbert 6-5 300 El Dorado, KS ‘Butler County €.¢. 
Rated as the No. 48 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 

Braden Wilson ‘Smith Center, KS _ Smith Center 


oo 64 220 
Plans to delay erainen until January, 2009. 
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WILDCATS SPRING RO ) ( NOTEBOOK 


a a es 


TER 


HOMETOWN Ke State was looking for some maturity in 
7_HODUBAMU ABA DT 65 280 Srila Bech VA 5) ZMH NEODALL OL 279_ 0 Fela HO its recruiting efforts, but getting a 25-year- 
COREY ADAMS Is 64 20 $0 Monument, CO 4_-RODNEY KRWWER _—RB_=$410_ 202 Fr Othe old father wasn't exactly the idea. That's the 
7h AUSANA ALES OL_64_209_St__—_— Mile Smou pA ENG ue mh vwiton_ | case with Blair Irvin, though. ' 
Sinaia neem Fat) (ue ee mow Invin, a defensive back from Coffeyville (Kan.) 
90_BRITTAIstATT TE 64226 Hays 31 BRADY NROER LB G15 Shawnee ser u yr gene y) Ma: The delay 
75 CWOEAUIER ——_OL_66 am” Bayne WO 3 PENSE 66 25 Si __Saumest, CA PERCE Lite Sie: areas 
92 BRANDON BALKCOM DT 6-1 266 Sr ‘Hazel Crest, IL 4m x sue A 5 ue 
Sekai Se a Se Invin was a 12th-round draft choice of the Tampa 
bea ae Ee nak hee A a eT paren Bay Devil Rays in 2002 out of Patterson (La.) High. 

= ee eee nate tine eMC cel His best season was 2003, when he batted .307 and 
ae Bot Cathe) rower wwe _ob_é4_330_f__ranlitovn.n> | stole 20 of 25 bases, but he was a .229 career hitter 
§6_uc wont os 306) uci Ay ay Nec DB $4180 Tonnee th. | before returning to football two years ago. 
pe Eat fouph og DAMON MCGEE D510 Huson. 1% Irvin had 24 tackles and one interception for 
7 LAMARK BROWN _WR_6-3__229__S0 Hazetwood, MO 43 aNTWON MOORE DB 510 210 Sr Ponca City, Of Coffeyville last season, also averaging 16.5 
Sa es Somaron 4 SHUN MOORE__—_—_DB_5-11_187_S Pompano Bauch, TL yards on 29 punt returns. 
20_cumscamey_b_ 615 Dita er Ciena a EERO TS ar “He is a veteran player that has been around,” 
24 cARYCHAWDUER_a_ 5195S Re ages STREP ‘am. | coach Ron Prince said, “He is still learning the 
2 RAGAN 6 ond. AR game of football and how to perfect his own 
10 CHRIS FATERSON LB 2206S Chie ; . 
19 JOSH CHERRY MK 61170 So MeCook, ME craft, but from a maturity standpoint has been 
4 tion parton mw $7 wx Balas 1k is Tee 
90 _ ric cats De 63 a7 ‘Angin, 1X : terrific for that position.’ 
TAL EARN SOG DOA Gotu atta a eulat,NQ | CE RS tee __ Ration gC © Quarterback Josh Freeman, offensive line- 
S_UUAPIMEE 1B 64235 tr_—_—Santn Rom. cA i 
ori. Chere ea man Jordan Bedore, defensive end Ian Campbell 
Ewa wee even, 2 TO unis Whi ecw | and safety Chris Carney were selected captains 
TT Ro Ss ee ESE vray, AED i 61209 Gost ta | during the spring. 
65 KEDRON 1B 64a Witita © K-State brought in its new coaches from all 
2 poss i625 Caleta co 
é mupmoork ok 66 am omiane | — levels. Special teams coach Jeff Rodgers held 
7e_KAU DAONGER OL 66260 Maye hi ee hens 
aa GRSRS TET ane, 2 MANDO 9625 teat | the same position last season for the San 
2 = 5 5 Francisco 49ers, where he spent four seasons. 
Canina Dont Glare ams, $C MOOKSROSN tte San Dig, CA P 


New quarterbacks coach Warren Ruggiero comes 


iam oe : a= | from Elon College in North Carolina, where he 
77 courewrneme ok 65th tier. NO muiave Watiorandvetcochifnaten 
403. FULKAGE $9 a0 $0 to BARRIS eh __Su Sit Ruggiero worked with quarterback Scott Riddle, 
omer 6824s ay @_HavsusKOM _us_¢1_u0_»_ntutnich | who led the Football Championship Subdivision in 
9 AANAMOHOAT E6426 th Tour = SUARDSIEMNTH Oh 200 tanith | passing yards and completions per game and 
2 MONA Bt) vishaan — $2_XAMSTIT on 613065 ciiag.t | ranked second in total passing yards (3,817). 
HAL oom hi $4 MOKSTENGER OL tt) ipsa © K-State's non-conference schedule will have 
(ain eae Leno Duin, rk = B_ADNASTIVIR D861 197 wily ens | some big names in the future. The Wildcats have 
eda Ot aK iio, M_OAUWATINER DB _62 20 fo _Ampuwtnid,nt | signed home-and-home contracts with UCLA for 
cigar lama ELAS Tan A aWOCEOMRN ok es 3mm copntnan, tr | 2009-10 and Miami (Fla.) for 2011-12, Games with 
Sa RUN ERT2OG 185.0190 _f_Lees Summit, Mo. 54_TREVOR VERS 1 65 2710 oe Windom Oregon and Virginia Tech have also been added. 
ADRIAN WILBURN WR 6-1 1903 NewBaunfely TX 52 REGGIEWALKER AB 641231 St Sacramento, CA * Prince has proven he can groom NFL first- 

round talent, at least at his previous stop. Prince 
1s ADMINS OB stt_205 ten. YO MOK o_O Andale cee ea 

was the offensive line coach at Virginia before 
ee Wty WADEWEMAT Oh 65 30 tae A 

coming to Kansas State. Among the players he 
2 seen Ws. 9 on conewmem mn ex in tutto | Coached were D'Brickashaw Ferguson (fourth 
AMM a1 2 «Ss OTN NOS mss 68 san | overall pick of the 2006 draft) and Branden 
$ suey _pi_.11_ a5 _v_tin a gg_yartwnns_t_ 2200 tommy | Albert (15th overall pick this year). 
29 _ OTIS JOHNSON, De 510171 Houston, TX ‘57_PETE YEMM DE 6-2 245 Sr Overland Park 


aa - = j G-1, 3-5) 


Name Cmp Yards 1D Long Auy/G at Aubuen | 
Free 316 é 363 68 279.4 


Name Goin Los TD Long. Auy/6 mine 
L Paton Bs 408 4 : 3 KANSAS 3 | 


Aug 


192 
106 
i at lowa State 


at Nebraska 


Sacks: | Carnpbell 4.5 ae “wissouRt 
Tackes for loss: | Ca : — 
at Fresno State 
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college transfers Daniel Calvin, John 
Finau and Jack Hayes must come through 
on the inside, too. 

The Wildcats are optimistic at line- 
backer, where Reggie Walker is primed to 
live up to his star potential as somebody 
who can deliver hits all over the field. 
Antwon Moore returns from injury and 


Kansas State's Winn 


John Houlik had good flashes last season. 


K-State is also looking for production 
from Virginia transfer Olu Hall, who was 
a scout-team menace while redshirting 
last season. 

If K-State can find a middle linebacker, 
the unit could make up for a developing 
line. 

The Wildcats’ best potential comes 
from safeties Gary Chandler and Chris 
Carney who show the way for the K-State 
defense. Each is athletic and instinctive 
enough to get in the right place at the 
right time, yet physical enough to make 
sure tackles, 

Corner Joshua Moore displayed great 
promise as a freshman before redshirting 
last season. He was healthy and effective 
in the spring, and the Wildcats envision 
him growing into the shut-down role that he at nas 

“freskiman after working his 
way into the rotation. 


pite a scary knee injury 
gular-season finale, | 


SPECIAL TEAMS ad seven tales and 
sain 


Returner Deon Murphy is establishing 


has served the program so well. 


himself as a top threat after ranking third 
nationally with a punt return average of 
17.5 yards a year ago. His speed is also a 
threat on kick returns as well. 

Leon Patton averaged 22.2 yards on 
kickoff returns, but might see less duty if 
he's starting at tailback. 

The Wildcats are confident they can 
find a kicker between returning starter 
Brooks Rossman and Josh Cherry, who 
converted the game-winner in a 3-0 spring 
game. Rossman made 22 of 28 field goal Vac aa Rogen 

ampionship. Butler 

was) 23-1 j= Rated’ a top 50 

junior college recruit according to Rivals.com. 
jagubeust 


attempts a year ago. 
Junior college All-American George 
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Hoping to Follow 
Sproles’ Footsteps 


It would have been great to have the 
major colleges knocking down his door. 

Running back Keithen Valentine had to 
take a different path. The sophomore at 
Mississippi Delta Community College knew 
his plan to walk on somewhere had a ben- 
efit: He had the opportunity to look for the 
best situation. 

When you're a 5-9 running back, why 
not go to a program where nearly every 
school rushing record is held by someone 
three inches shorter? 

That's what Valentine did prior to this 
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Player Profile 


spring, electing to walk on at Kansas State 
instead of accepting one of the few scholar- 
ship offers he received from small schools. 

It didn’t take long for the comparisons 
to school-record-holder Darren Sproles to 
be made, and it wasn’t much longer before 
Valentine gave the Wildcats’ fans reason to 
believe. 

Valentine had 104 yards on 15 carries in 
the spring game, which was amazing con- 
sidering the game was a 3-0 snoozer and 
the rest of the players on the roster com- 
bined for 100 yards of total offense. 

“All of this is a dream come true,” Valen- 
tine said. “I have always been at the bot- 
tom — pretty much the underdog. I went 
to an underprivileged school, (and) an un- 
derprivileged community college. I always 
had to prove myself.” 

Valentine, a one-star recruit on the few 
services that even listed him, believed 
there was a place for him at Kansas State 
even though tailback Leon Patton was re- 
turning and coach Ron Prince signed other 
help at that spot. 

“T think it is very clear that he is going 
to help us at that position,” Prince said. 
“How much, how often and where is what 
we will try to figure out. I think he’s doing 
a really terrific job.” 

Sproles holds a special place in the 
hearts of K-State fans. Despite his 5-6 
frame, Sproles scored a school-record 48 
touchdowns. Sproles led the Wildcats to a 
Big 12 championship in 2003 and finished 
fifth in the Heisman Trophy voting. 

Valentine, remembering that and seeing 
Sproles’ success with the San Diego Char- 
gers, decided a move to Manhattan made 
sense after K-State tight ends coach Frank 
Leonard visited Mississippi Delta. 

“We kept in contact,” Valentine said. 
“I told them I would come and walk on 
and they told me I could. They've treated 
me like one of the guys. They've treated 
me like I’m on scholarship and that’s what 
I like about it.” 


Pierson will get the first chance to replace 
punter Tim Reyer. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Kansas State softened its non-con- 
ference schedule in April by buying 
out a home game with Fresno State. Ie 
replaced the Bulldogs — who scored 
45 points each time while beating the 
Wildcats in 2004 and 2007 — with 
Montana State. 

That leaves just one test prior to Big 12 
play —a nationally televised Wednesday 
night game at Louisville, 

It could be an uphill battle once con- 
ference play begins. After starting at 
home against a veteran and talented 
Texas Tech team, the Wildcats play four 
road games in five weeks. K-State has 
road ventures at Kansas and Missouri in 
an eight-day span. The one home game 
in that stretch is against national title 
contender Oklahoma. 

Ifthe Wildcats are still in the bowl hunt 
at the end, they could make a final push 
with homes games against Nebraska and 
Towa State to end the regular season. 

— Jeffrey Parson 
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COACH: Hal Mumme — At NMSU: 8-29, 3 years; 
overall: 105-93-1, 17 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gary Goff, Matt Mumme 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Lee Dunn 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1960, Border Conference 

LAST BOWL: 1960, Sun 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, 7 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: 08 Chase Holbrook, WR Chris 
Williams, WR A.J. Harris, LB Jamar Cotton, LB LafAul 
Fonati, #5 Derrick Richardson, CB Davon House 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The passing game is one of 

the best around and is in the capable hands of three 
senior stars. QB Chase Holbrook, WR Chris Williams and 
WR A. Harris have several years in the system and 
are set to break all sorts of school records. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Whether or not the defense 
can take to new coordinator Joe Lee Dunn's 3-5-3 
scheme will be a question until the season starts. 
Special teams have killed the Aggies during Mumme’s 
tenure. 


Aggies In A Box 


OFFENSE 

‘When Hal Mumme signed on at New Mexico 
State thee seasons ago, the offense immediately 
began building toward 2008. 

He brought with him from Southeastern 
Louisiana his quarterback of the future in Chase 
Holbrook, and his first recruiting class included 
wide receivers Chris Williams and A.J. Harris. 

The three have rewritten NMSU’s record 
books and will be asked as seniors to shoulder 
quite a load. The pressure is on Mumme and his 
staff to lead the Aggies to their first bowl appear- 
ance in 47 years. 

Holbrook (3,866 yards, 26 touchdowns in 
2007) has the potential to become a NEL draft 
pick — Mumme thinks Holbrook is first-round 
material — bur he will have to stay healthy and 
needs to prove he can lead his team to a few more 
victories than he has in the past ewo seasons. 

Williams, who led the nation in receptions pet 
game and receiving yards in 2006, broke his col- 
larbone and played in just eight games in 2007. He 
still managed 56 catches and team-highs in yards 
(772) and touchdowns (11). 

Hartis has 191 career receptions, 72 off the 
WAC record of 263 set by New Mexico's Terrance 
Mathis in 1989. 

The line isn’t star-heavy but it’s as steady and 
deep as it has been in Mumme’s tenure. The 
running game with junior Tonny Glynn, junior 
college transfer Seth Smith and fullback Brandon 
Perez will have to get something going to keep 


2008 Schedule 


ae eee |W. SELOUSANA, 36-14 

‘Sept. 13 at Nebraska | NE nee aaa 
psephi2ts atUTEP ww uTeP 29-24 
Sept. 27 NEWMEXICO | | ataubumn 30-55 
Oct. 14 \atNevada | W_—_ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF 20-17 
Oct.18 - SANJOSESTATE | L__ at Boise State 0-58 
Oct. 25 ~ atidano | Lat LouisianaTech 21-22 
z W IDAHO 45-31 

aa Sa te |) atHawaii 13-50 
s NEVADA: 38-40 
Nov. 15 jatFresno Stat@ | | at SanJose State 17-51 
Nov.22  LOUISIANATECH | L_UTAH STATE 17:35 
Nov, 29) at Utah State } L FRESNOSTATE 23-30 


opposing defenses from blitzing all the time and 
tecing off on Holbrook. 


DEFENSE 

Gone is one old-school defensive guru in 
Woody Widenhofer, who retired after running Hal 
Mumme’s defense for the past four seasons — three 
at NMSU and one at Southeastern Louisiana. 

In comes another old-school defensive guru in 
Joe Lee Dunn, with his gimmicky, yet consistently 
successful, 3-5-3 scheme that features lots of hybrid 
athletes. 

Dunn isn’t going to be asked to work miracles, 
just find a way to keep opponents under 30 points 
a game, which would be nearly a touchdown better 
than in 2007. 

To do so, the team went out and signed five 
junior college transfers that are expected to add an 
immediate impact. 

NMSU haa a solid secondary led by free safety 
Derrick Richardson (108 tackles in ‘07) and cor- 
nerbacks Davon House (4 INT) and Marvin Betts, 
who redshirted in 2007 with a nagging hamstring 
injury after starting some in 2006. 

Rerurning linebackers La’Auli Fonoti, Jamar Corton 
and Ross Conner are all solid WAC linebackers. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

The Aggies’ kicking game has been dreadful in 
Mumme’s tenure. Although 2007 was an improve- 
ment, the field goal still wasn’t the threat it should 
be with an offense that can move between the 20s 
with relative ease. 

When drives stall inside the red zone, the 
hope this fall is that either Kyle Hughes or Jordan 
Davenport will provide enough consistency from 
short range for Mumme to go for fewer fourth- 
down attempts. 

NMSU will have plenty of speed catching kicks 
and punts, but whether they emphasize the other 
10 positions in the return game enough to make 
a difference is yet to be determined. 


OVERVIEW 

The pressure is on the Aggies to break a 47-season 
bowl drought. With three senior offensive stars and a 
new defensive scheme that could catch opponents off 
guard, the urgency to win now couldn't be greater. 


2007 Rankings 


“Depth Chart 


Offense 

Pos. Name i 
QB Chase Holbrook* 6-5 
33, McDermott 65 
RB Tonny Glynn* 5-8 
Seth Smith 5-8 


TE Ayan Franzoy 


Kyle Nelson 64 232 So. 
UT Kyle Smith 66 312 So, 
Joe Suder 6-6 346 Jn 
1G Chuck Taylor* 6-3 345 So, 
Joseph Palmer 6-3 308. at 
c Richie Bolin* 61 291 Sr. 
Mike Gr 63 302, Fre 
RG Polo Gutierrez* 6-2 304 Sr. 
Joe Suder 6-6 346 Jr 
RT Patrick Blount 63. 275 ‘So, 
David Norman 65 300 a 
Defense 
Pos. Name ‘Ht. wt. Cl. 
AT RhyanAnderson* 6-5. 263 St. 
‘ua Adolpho 6A 233 So. 
NT -Justen Alford 62 227 nig 
E3. Cannon 541292 __n 
RT Oren tong 62 260 
Ka'a Adolpho 61 233 
1B Ross Conner $10 212 
Jason Scott 5-10 207 
63 25 
61230 
6-4 253 
60 218 
0172 
59180 
540 188 
Marvin Betts 59 180 
s Derrick Richardson* 5-11 190 
Brennan Baiamonte 6-1 211 
S Alphonso Powell 59 182 So, 
Mark Waters 510 180__Fr. 
Ss, Brennan Baiamonte 61 2u1 Sr 
Ben Bradley, ‘5-10 183 Fre 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt cu 
K Kyte Hughes 6-0 186 So, 
Pp Jordan Davenport 5-10 170 Fr 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


238 
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1 Big 12 (T-ist, North) 


Gary Finkel — At Missouri: 49-37, 
7 years; overall: 122-74-3, 17 years 


17; 6 offense, 10 defense, kicker 


QB Chase Daniel, WR Jeremy Maclin, 

‘TE Chase Coffman, DE Stryker Sulak, 

DT Ziggy Hood, OLB Sean Weatherspoon, 
FS William Moore, PK Jeff Wolfert 


‘The Tigers can light up the scoreboard 
with one of the Big 12's most exciting 

receiver corps and perhaps the nation’s: 
"best triggerman in Chase Daniel. Thi 
| should be Pinkel's best defense at 

| Missouri, featuring. AL. America candidates 
in William Moore and Sean Westherpct 


It’s a good thing Missouri converts third 
downs as well as anyone because there's 
not one punter with Division I experience’ 
on the roster, The running game might 
require a tailback-by-committee approach, 
and there will be first-time starters at left 
tackle and center. 


TE Martin Rucker, ¢ Adarn Spieker, 
[7 Tyler Luellen, WR Will Franklin, | 
TB Tony Temple, NT Lorenzo Williams 


‘There's enough firepower on offense and 
‘experience on defense to make Missouri 
the clear favorite in the Big 12 North. 
Like last season, the Tigers should be 
chasing a BCS bowl and the national — 
championship is possible ... and they 
have enough talent to get there. — 


Show Me the Favorites: Newly Popular Pinkel, MU 


Fu Gary Pinkel if his posture 
was askew this spring. After leading 
Missouri to a school-record 12 wins last 
season and several other team milestones, 
the coach couldn't go anywhere without 
receiving a pat on the back. 

Even at the Columbia coffee shop that 
Pinkel habitually visits every morning, 
the well-wishers lined up to greet the new 
hero — even if it took seven years for the 
community to fully embrace him. 

The star treatment might have hit its 
peak in early April when the St. Louis 
Cardinals invited Pinkel to throw out the 
ceremonial first pitch on opening day at 
Busch Stadium, an honor that’s historically 
bestowed on the franchise's Hall of Famers 
or the state's most important dignitaries. 

A few months earlier, the mayor of 
St. Louis — a city that’s had, at times, 
frosty relations with MU’s program — 
presented Pinkel the key to the city, an act 
of goodwill that’s been shared in all cor- 
ners of the state. 

A delayed flight from his vacation home 
in Florida nixed Pinkel’s opening-pitch 
appearance — star players Chase Daniel 
and Jeremy Maclin were last-minute fill- 
ins — but Pinkel certainly feels the up- 
surge of support that has embraced him 
and his program. 

He appreciates the appreciation but 
wants to earn more. 

“When you have a year like that, there's 
lingering effects,” said Pinkel, who was re- 
warded in December with a new five-year 
contract that gives him the third-highest 
salary among Big 12 football coaches. 

“Anywhere you go around, people are 


still congratulating you three months 
after the season is over. ... Having a good 
year doesn’t define you in any way. That's 
one good year. I would suggest we have 
another high-level year, two years in 
a row. We haven't done that. Stay tuned.” 

If 2007 was a joyride for Missouri fans 
— the team’s first Big 12 North Divi- 
sion title, a week atop the national polls, 
a Cotton Bowl demolishing of Arkansas 
— buckle in for what could be another 
transcendent journey, 

Enough major players from last years 
12-2 season are back, starting with Dan- 
iel, the Heisman Trophy finalist quarter- 
back, and Maclin, last year’s consensus 
All-American receiver/returner. 

The defense is loaded with experienced 
playmakers, including last year's NCAA 
leader in interceptions and three-fourths 
of the line that ranked second in the Big 
12 in sacks. 


OFFENSE 


You might think a team that loses its all- 
time receptions leader, three-year starters at 
wide receiver, tailback and left tackle plus a 
four-year starting center would temper its 
expectations. Not at Missouri this season. 

Missouri must replace nearly 40 percent 
of its receptions and receiving yards from 
2007, the bulk of which came via All-Amer- 
ican tight end Martin Rucker and wideout 
Will Franklin. But there are plenty of toys 
left for quarterback Chase Daniel. 

Start with Jeremy Maclin, who broke 
through for a team-high 1,055 receiving 
yards as the slot receiver last year. Throw 
in senior tight end Chase Coffman, 
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Chase Daniel photo by 6 Newman Lowrance/Getty Images 
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Photo by: Peter Riken/Getty Images 


a sidekick to Rucker the past three years. 
Coffman already owns the school mark 
for touchdown catches. 

Sprinkle in Jared Perry, a speedy play- 
maker in 2006 who became an afterthought 
last fall. And mix some Danario Alexander, 
a potent NFL prototype coming off ACL 
surgery, and trusty senior Tommy Saunders, 
Daniel’s favorite target on third down. 

Add a few heralded freshmen, and 
the Tigers have the makings for another 
powerful aerial attack, which, of course, 
all starts with Daniel, last year’s Big 12 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

Tailback Tony Temple finished his MU 
career gashing Arkansas for 281 yards in 
the Cotton Bowl, but there's plenty to 
like about his replacements. Three backs 
should split carries, if not evenly, then 
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rushing (Gth in Big 12/38th in NCAA), 31 


QB Chase Daniel* St. 


‘yoy passing (Sr 


Heisman finalist played his best in November. 


3), 490.3 yng total offense (2nd/Sth), 38.9 ppg (4th/sth) 


Chase Patton, Sr. 


1B __Jimmy Jackson Sr. 


Physical runner averaged 4.9 yards per cary lst fall, 


Derrick Washington, So. 


WR Tommy Saunders” Sr___Reliable possession receiver, automatic on third down. Earl Goldsmith, Sr. 
WR _Danario Alexander Jt Big-play weapon recovering from ACL surgery. dared Perry, Jt. 

WR Jeremy Maclin® So.__Al-American might be nation’s most explosive player. Forrest Shock, So. 
TE Chase Coffman Sr.___Already owns school record with 20 TD catches. Jon Gissinger, Jr. 
U___Dain Wise Jr Split reps evenly with Fisher in spring game. Elvis Fisher, Fr. 

LG Ryan Madison* Sr.___Team’s most experienced blocker. Jayson Palmgren, Fr. 
‘Tm Barnes So. Becomes only MU's fourth center since 1996, aT. Beasley, Fr. 

RG___ Kurtis Gregory” Jt. Team's most versatile OL can play tackle or center, too. Austin Wuebbels, Fr. 
RT__Colin Brown” Sr___6-8 mammoth excelled as first-year starter last year. Mike Prince, So. 
“Returning Starter 


2007 stats: 122.1 ypg rushing (4th in Big 12/25th NCAA), 256.9 passing (7th/96th), 378.9 total defense (Gth/S8th), 23.3 npg (Brd/37th) 


Tommy Chavis” 


Quietly put together solid second half of '07. 


daysen Corbett, Sr. 


OT Ziggy Hood* Sr.___ Cotton Bowl was peek at monstrous potential. Terrell Resonno, Fr. 
NT Jaron Baston ur Career backup replaces All-Big 12 team leader. Dominique Hamilton, Fr. 
DE _ Stryker Sulak* Sr. Emerged.as.an every-down playmaker last year, ‘Michael Keck, Fr 


(LB Sean Weatherspoon* dr. 


‘Might be MU's best linebacker in decades. 


Steve Redmond, Sr. 


LB Brock Christopher* Sr. 


‘Team's most experienced defensive starter, 


Luke Lambert, So. 


LB Luke Lambert So. Starter depends on Alexander's return from ACL. Van Alexander, Sr." 
CB Carl Gettis* So.__ Preseason surprise last fall became lockdown comer. Kevin Rutland, So. 

(CB Castine Bridges" Sr. Physical comer led position in tackles, interceptions, _ Tremane Vauahns, Sr 
SS__ Justin Garrett* Sr Joined starting lineup midway through last season, Del Howard, Jr. 
FS__Willam Moore* Sr.___Electri¢ playmaker tied for NCAA lead with eight INTs. Hardy Ricks, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


more proportionally than past years when 
‘Temple was the workhorse. 

Senior Jimmy Jackson and sophomore 
Derrick Washington might be better be- 
tween the tackles, while redshirt freshman 
De’Vion Moore is an outside threat and 
capable receiver. 

They'll find holes behind a line that 
loses key cogs at left tackle and center, 
but experience returns in right tackle 
Colin Brown, left guard Ryan Madison 
and right guard Kurtis Gregory. 

Sophomore Tim Barnes slides in seam- 
lessly at center, but a clear starter at left 
tackle was unsettled through the spring 
game. Junior Dain Wise and redshirt 
freshman Elvis Fisher split snaps evenly. 
If neither locks down the job, Gregory 
can slide over and handle the job, too, 


DEFENSE 


The defense gradually became one of the 
Big 12’s best last year. By season's end, the 
Tigers had flattened some of the league's 
best offenses and neutralized Arkansas’ 
Darren McFadden in the Cotton Bowl. 

MU returns all but one starter from the 
lineup that started the bowl. 

“Last year, we were a good defense,” said 
junior All-Big 12 outside linebacker Sean 
Weatherspoon. “This year, we can be great.” 

The Tigers replace all-conference nose 
tackle Lorenzo Williams with junior Jaron 
Baston, who split snaps evenly with Wil- 
liams late last year. Missouri also returns 
a productive defensive end tandem in se- 
niors Stryker Sulak and Tommy Chavis, 
plus three-year starter Ziggy Hood at de- 
fensive tackle. 
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Zaviar Gooden, DB c a Committments 
Gooden has the speed Missouri coaches seem to covet. He sparkled Q. [iy Average Stars 
as a senior, leading Pflugerville (Texas) High to its first-ever state i U e 
title-game appearance playing on both sides of the ball, For the Tigers, . 3 
he could be an early contributor in the secondary. yy | 

wy 

x= 
Blaine Gabbert, 0B = ral 


The impact Gabbert will have this year won't be on the field. But Will Ebner, LB 
Gabbert will have an immediate impact on the Tigers recruiting. injured much of his junior year, Ebner 
Gabber’s selection of Mizzou over Nebraska signals a change of the had a strong senior year and was 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


times. ‘unearthed by one of five Tigers coach- LENCE Maeuneesa BIG 12: 5 
es who recruit Texas exclusively. The 
primary competion for Ebner wes ©OOS NEEDS 
‘Andrew Jones, WRITE C-USA program Houston. Replenishing the secondary will be a priority. 
| Even though he is just a freshman, Jones already is a speed mismatch But the biggest need will be to continue the 
for most college linebackers and a physical mismatch for most col- recruiting upswing in the state of Missouri. 
lege defensive backs. Mizzou likely will find a way to integrate his If Mizzou is going to be consistently good, 
g| unique talents this fal the Tigers have to continue to be the team to 


beat on in-state recruits 


Jimmy Burge nT oo 6-2 275 Houston, TX ‘Stratiord ‘Wes Kemp WR OO 64 ‘St Louis, MO 

Chose Missouri over Houston, TCU, Boise State, Fresno State and Stanford. Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No, 49 wide receiver. 

Taylor Davis OL oO 65 270 Plano, 1% Prestonwood 

Rated as the nation’s No. 76 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. Brad Madison oo oo 6-5 235 Bethany, MO ‘South Harrison 
Rated as the No. 12 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com... Rated as the nation's 
No, 54 offensive guard. 

‘Will Ebner iB °o 6-1 225 Friendswood, TX Friendswood 


Rated as the nation’s No, 


inside linebacker by Rivals.com. 
Marcus Malbrough DE OO 65 Beaumont, TX ‘Westbrook 
Chose Missouri over lowa. 

Kip Edwards BB COO 6-1 172 Arlington, TX 

Rated as the No. 93 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 42 cornerback, Gahn McGattie RB OO 
Rated as the No. 79 overall 
No. 25 all-purpose back. 


5-10 170 Galena Park, TX Galena Park 
rospect in Texas by Rivals,com...Rated as the nation's 


Michael Emew WhO 65 200 Plainview, TK Plainview 
Big receiver could grow into a tight end, 
Travis Ruth O © 62 300 Jefleson iy, MO deters Cty 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's 
Blaine Gabbert OO 65 25 Ballwin, MO Parkway West | | ‘No. 47 offensive guard, 


Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No, 1 prospect in Missouri...Rated as the nation's 
No. 1 pro-style quarterback. 

‘Aldon Smith 000 65 735 Raytown, MO 

Rated as the No. 5 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nati 
ZavierGooien «0B: @ OO 62 195. Phugeril, TK Phugeriite | | No. 27 strongside defensive end. 

Rated as the No. 56 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's 
No. 32 safety 


Jacquies Smith tf oo 64 Dallas, ™ ‘South Oak Clift 
Rated as the nation’s No. 26 weakside defensive end by Rivals.com. 


Dan Hoch oO © 66 302 Haran, Harlan 

Rated as the No. 1 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 

No. 18 offensive guard. Robert Steeles §— 0B OO 61 189 St.Louis, Mo DeSmet 
Rated as the No. 8 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 40 cornerback. 

Jerell Jackson ATH © 62 180 Houston, 1 seferson Davis 

Chose Missouri over TCU. 
DrewTemple BOO 5-9 186 Kansas Ciy, MO Rockhurst 
Rated as the No. 7 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 

Keni Jackson DB @ OO —_—5-10 190. Mansfield, TK Mansfeld | | No. 31 running back. 

Rated te No. 74 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's 

lo. 42 safety. 
George White Bo 6-2 252 Cincinnati, OH ‘Harmony Prep 
Rated as the No. 25 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 

Daniel Jenkins = OL @@O —_—-BH 270 Gilmer, TK Gilmer 


Rated as the nation’s No. 64 offensive guard by Rivals.com. 
Rolandis Woodland WR OOO 6-5 185 Cincinnati, OH ‘Harmony Prep 
Rated as the No. 28 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 

‘Andrew Jones r © 65 228 Smithville, MO ‘Smithville 
Rated as the No. 2 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 14 tight end. 


2008 UiWwW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM Linoy’s Sports Annuacs 147 


‘_DMUARIO AEXAWDER WR 65210 Malin. $ROW WR G1 am) Kikwod 
Ss WWALEIOER 1B 60235 ee ee Bey 
To sans 64 305 5 ee ee 3. Cates 
6 wom ok 300 Ie Baers ge ATURE ks 300 tenes AL 
67_24. BEASLEY (ae a Dyersburg, TH ‘29 BLAKE MAY WR 511190 Kansas City 
26_Mace REED SS 25 Sudan AERO NOMRAT IB S10 a _s Sti 
H_CASTNESRDGES B62 210s P= a es Satins 
1 como kgs Se Sayer oy TACHA bk =O = 
2 Tonr aun me Si 190 fe eg ee ai 
Be AUS WR 6185 Se Ceteed pan mone 6 20 (ees 
row cuns tke Oa a5 DEMON Sti 
 moxcROMER 1B 6228s cag NaS aes ae 
Si eM CaS ESSE Situs 9 GEERT MOTE S 2 2 f dupes Th 
pie ee Rewlat  y7 MARNNORN TE 62S Bich 
GUD 1a 60a Co ar ee aS 
7 wc COMET OL 64S i’ ~ Saaaaan = maw Te = 
eae —— ae 2 EORY RB 50m St, Charis, 
11 UMM COSTED G62 205 i ee ere ae 
B MRGME _O_ 6325 TO eae Saw SECRET Te ae 
9 GUSEDIME GB 60225 SS = aaa Tene 
Marr DANS M6115 So Bien 

a a a Seles 
a ee Flan 

mE a 
52 AREOAN DONALDS OL_62_ 285 fr Sah 
95 CHRIS EARNHARDT DL 65240 fr Springfield 2 a —- 
(26_RYAN EVANS: B59 us Houston, TX SSE oo Se 
72_ELWIS FISHER OL 65 290 Fr__—_Saint Petersburg, FL arene ee ee = 
6 ANDREWGACHKAR LB 63220, So Overland Park, KS eT ee eee ae Lone 
45 MARLONGALSREATH LB 62215 So Jefferson City js sre Se ss 
(B6_ CHRIS GARES wR St 195 oe Hartsburg 4 aR BETS S_# im x = 
8 JUSTIN GARRETT SS 62 200 Sr Baton Rouge, LA_ a iS sles 
16 BRANDON GERAU wR 60170 Fr Columbia aan a EE Ls 
19 CARL GETTS De 511200 So Otlion «_OMAYSDERS__W_ 60210 Kearney 
6 Jer cEmns 163 2s Se alee 63 RYANSCHLEUSNER OL 63270 So Maryvile 
43 JON GISSTNGER Tr 63 m0 ‘SenDiege.ta -«&&_ESCHUMACHER L605 olucin 
7_ EARL GOLDSMITH WR 5920S Denton, TX ae 2 I pit: 
i ea Than 5 MAORSHIMUK OL S-th_215 or enie 
5 DOvONMC GROOMS 0B 61195 So Tp, M_FUAMSSTSGOCK WE 6.1205 So age ech 
30_DOMINIQUE HAMILTON DL 6-5 285 Fr B Paso, TX 38_ STRYKER SULA, M65 2 & Bockéale. Th 
‘3 LEnnaoN TE _=$10_192 oe ala 2 LARODEREKTHOWAS WE 60 195 So alas 1 
22 MOORE RARRS SS 64215 Taacy 50 STON LSS Sti 
3a ARR P61 0 Gelifipdesca | DTU S575 S.Lis 
7 THOUS HM ob_64 80 Kins  ROAME MGS 0858170 Tenn LA 
oT a ee Sig SH DER MASENTON TB SHI_2i5 So ear 
4 FAO MOD OL 6s as Se aewile,TK 12 SEAR WEATHEEGOON 1861285 get 
6 DRANARD Sai amO_ Mix © BUNWEsaeO Tecumseh, OF 
ee ee Cautbewile 6 _DANWEE ae 
 MOURME mL 652 Hanne 99“ MFFWOLERT PE 62_ 185 St___Ovlund Pak. TS 
14 KRCLAREON OL 65 300 So ieety iz TMS WOES 105 fe __—Beuguley 

WweLMeEt 1s « a ® 
i » = i 


148 Linoy's SPoRTS ANNUALS 


Mis lined up just three healthy scholar- 
ship linebackers at one point this spring. 

Two reserves left the team midway through 
spring practices. Sophomore Marquis Booker was 
dismissed from the program after his arrest for 
brandishing a handgun during an altercation 
outside a Columbia apartment complex. Two 
weeks later, junior Connell Davis quit the team 
unexpectedly. Then came a rash of injuries. 

Sean Weatherspoon, a first-team All-Big 12 
player, tore his left labrum but waited until after 
the spring scrimmage to undergo surgery. He's 
expected back by August, as is fellow starting 
outside linebacker Van Alexander, who tore the 
ACL in his right knee three days after 
Weatherspoon's injury occurred. 

Alexander underwent surgery on April 14, and 
team trainers believe he can rehab in time to play 
jin the season opener. MU added depth at the 
position when sophomore defensive end Tyler 
Crane moved to linebacker late in the spring. 

‘© Notre Dame transfer Munir Prince saw little 
playing time the past two seasons in South 
Bend, Ind.. He was willing to sit out a year to be 
closer to home. 

Prince, a St. Louis native, enrolled at Missouri 
in January after playing 10 games as a backup 
cornerback for the Fighting Irish last year. 

“Once you see that golden dome and the sta- 
dium, you want to play there,” Prince said of 
Notre Dame. “You want to be a part of that tradi- 
tion. But you know, it’s not for everybody.” 

Prince, who can play safety or cornerback, will 
have two years of eligibility remaining. 

* In December, five Missouri players submit- 
ted their names to the NFL college advisory 
committee, hoping to get some feedback on 
their draft projections. 

Fortunately for MU, all five returned for their 
senior season, including tight end Chase 
Coffman and free safety William Moore, who 
figure to be MU’s best pro prospects. 

“T kind of figured T'd be coming back unless I was 
a (first-round) pick for sure,” said Coffman, whose 
father, Paul, was a Pro Bowl tight end with the 
Packers. “I mean, I just sent it in to see where I'd 
be, It’s definitely motivation to keep working hard 
and hopefully be a No. 1 draft pick next year.” 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2008 


i 
i 
ay 
i 
' 


Redshirt freshmen Terrell Resonno (tack- 
le) and Michael Keck (end) climbed the 
depth chart in the spring, perhaps enough 
to earn significant reps off the bench. 

Missouri returns all three starting line- 
backers, though Van Alexander (strong- 
side) is coming off April surgery for a 
torn ACL. Team trainers expect Alexan- 


der back in time for the season, but if he’s 
not ready for the opener, sophomore Luke 
Lambert, who got significant playing time 


last year, is back. 

Middle linebacker Brock Christopher is 
the defense’s most experienced player with 
25 career starts. Weatherspoon will be com- 
ing off April surgery for a torn labrum. 

Free safety William Moore, who tied for the 
NCAA lead with eight interceptions last year, 
suffered the same injury midway through last 
season, requiring surgery in January that side- 
lined him for spring practices, 

Moore, one of five MU players who ex- 
plored leaving early for the NFL draft, might 
be the country’s best playmaking safety — 
as shown by the five game-changing picks he 
snagged in MU’s final six games of 2007. 

Cornerback might be Missouri's deepest 
position. Sophomore Carl Gettis and senior 
Castine Bridges have the starting positions 
locked down, but backups Kevin Rutland, 
‘Tremane Vaughns and Trey Hobson emerged 
as capable playmakers during the spring. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

A slew of walk-ons have challenged ju- 
nior college transfer Jake Harry for punt- 
ing duties, but nobody seized the position 
in the spring. Harry, the team’s only schol- 
arship punter, likely will get the first crack. 

All-Big 12 kicker Jeff Wolfert returns, 
hoping to extend a two-year string of 90 
consecutive kicks made (field goals and 
PATs) during conference play. A linger- 
ing hip injury limited Wolfert’s strength 
on kickoffs last year, but he remains the 
favorite for those duties, too. 
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Scary Notion: He’s 
Just Catching On 


Big 12 Conference defensive coordina- 
tors, safeties and cornerbacks, consider 
yourselves warned: Missouri coach Gary 
Pinkel believes sophomore Jeremy Maclin 
has barely skimmed the surface of his po- 
tential as an elite wide receiver. 

In his first college season, Maclin earned 
consensus All-American honors after pil- 
ing up the fifth-most all-purpose yards in 
Football Bowl Subdivision history (2,276), 
while becoming the only player in college 
football to score touchdowns rushing, re- 
ceiving and returning punts and kickoffs. 
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One year removed from major recon- 
structive knee surgery, Maclin visited the 
end zone 16 times in all, caught 80 passes 
for a team-high 1,055 yards and helped ex- 
pand the Missouri playbook with a variety 
of sweeps, reverses and option plays from 
his slot receiver position. 

What can Maclin possibly do for an en- 
core? Priority No. 1 is becoming a more 
polished, more complete wide receiver for 
a team that must replace production from 
experienced playmakers who graduated. 

“I think Jeremy Maclin is a lot better 
player right now than he was a year ago,” 
Pinkel said. “People go, ‘Wow, how can that. 
happen?’ Well, Brett Favre was a heck of a 
lot better player his eighth year as a start- 
er than he was his first year. 

“So, he’s stronger. He's faster. He's 
quicker. He knows the game more. I think 
his one-on-one routes, he’s improved dra- 
matically. I also think that’s where he’s got 
to be demanding on himself for perfection 
because that’s how good he can be. No sin- 
gle guy should ever be able to cover him.” 

It wasn’t until late last season that op- 
posing defenses began devoting some sem- 
blance of double coverages on Maclin. He 
figures to see more of that every week this 
season, especially considering MU must 
replace proven playmakers in departed se- 
niors Will Franklin and Martin Rucker. 

Many figure this will be Maclin’s last 
year in a Missouri uniform. He has played 
just one season at MU, but given his red- 
shirt year in 2006, Maclin will be eligible 
for the 2009 NFL draft, though his eligibil- 
ity would run through the 2010 season. 

He'll certainly have the measurables 
the NFL seeks. Maclin, a chiseled 6-1, 
200 pounds, recorded his fastest 40-yard 
dash time during MU’s winter condition- 
ing, clocking a blazing time of 4.32 sec- 
onds. Like his coach, Maclin knows he 
can do better. 

“I was aiming for something in the 4.2 
range,” he said. “I'm going to get there. 
But that'll do for now.” 


One of Missouri's most valuable players 
over the past three years was long snap- 
per Steven Blair, whose eligibility expired, 
leaving linebacker Brock Christopher, 
tight end Jon Gissinger and walk-on Terry 
Dennis to compete for the job. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


‘The regular season begins and ends wich 
opponents Missouri defeated last year — 
Illinois and Kansas 


only to watch those 
teams play in BCS bowls while the Tigers 
headed to the Cotton Bowl. 

Missouri hasntt forgotten, which will pro- 
vide plenty of fodder for games that should 
rank as two of MU’s three toughest, 

The third is an Oct. 18 visit to Texas, 
where Missouri hasn't beaten the Long- 
horns since 1896, 

The Tigers proved last season they can 
finally win road games where they've 
struggled historically — see victories ac 
Colorado and Kan 


te — so winning 


in Austin isn’t out of the question, 


The Tigers have owned Nebraska in 
Columbia in the past three meetings, but 
they travel to Lincoln this fall, where they 
haven't won since 1978. 


— Dave Matter 


SCHEDULE 


‘Aug. 30 ys. Illinois (St. Louis) 


ene iw a nn 
Sept.6 SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
“Sept.13. ‘NEVADA 


Oct. 4 “at Nebraska 
“Oct-11 ‘OKLAHOMA STATE — 

Oct. 18 = ==—~*~<C*«t Teas«= 
“oct. 25 COLORADO 
“Nov. 1 at Baylor 

Nov. 8 KANSAS STATE 
“Nov.15 Sat Towa State 


“Noy. 29 vs. Kansas (Kansas City) 
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(COACH: Rocky Long — At New Mexico and overall: 
61-61, 10 years 

DFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dave Baldwin 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Troy Reffett 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1966, WAC co-champions 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2005 
RETURNING STARTERS: 12; 6 offense, 6 defense 
PLAYERS T0 WATCH: 08 Donovan Porterie, CB DeAndre 
Wright, CB Glover Quin, TB Rodney Ferguson: 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Offense is loaded with skill 
personnel. The rich tradition on defense allows UNM to 
jst substitute new players into the system. Back-to- 
back home games against BCS conference teams. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The talent in the backfield 

has a new offensive line in front of it, and an opener 
with TCU isnt the best way to develop confidence up 
front. Lobos could be underdogs in each of ther ist 
four games, 


Lobos In A Box 


OFFENSE 

The biggest change in Albuquerque in the 
spring was that there was no change at all. 

There has been a revolving door on the offen- 
sive coordinator’s office for the past four years, 
bur Dave Baldwin decided to stick around for 
a second season, He'll keep the same wide-open 
scheme, and more continuity comes from hav- 
ing a third-year starter at quarterback in junior 
Donovan Porterie. 

Porterie, who helped lead New Mexico to 
the postseason each of his first two seasons, is a 
superb athlete who will give BYU's Max Hall and 
Utah's Brian Johnson a run for All-Mountain 
West honors. 

Porterie cut back on his scrambling last season, 
while his passing and decision-making took the 
natural freshman-ro-sophomore leap. 

UNM loses a pair of first-team AlLMWC 
receivers — Marcus Smith (a fourth-round pick by 
the Baltimore Ravens) and Travis Brown — but 
several players stepped up in the spring, including 
Bryant Williams and Jermaine McQueen. Williams 
is a junior college transfer originally recruited by 
Baldwvin during a stine at Michigan State. 

The ground game remains unchanged, which 
is an especially good situation for the Lobos. 
Power tailback Rodney Ferguson finished third 
in MWC rushing at 98.1 yards a game. When 
he turned up academically ineligible for the New 
Mexico Bowl, Paul Baker stepped in with 167 
yards in his first scare 

The resule was the first nine-win season for 
coach Rocky Long and an end to New Mexico's 


2008 Schedule 


2007 Results 


New Mexico 


ie 


46-year drought without a bow! victory. 
‘The biggest question mark will be how the line 
develops after losing four starters. 


DEFENSE 

The defense had a great season, finishing 13th 
nationally in total defense at 319.9 yards and 14th 
in scoring at 19.0 points. 

There is a coordinator change as Troy Reffett 
replaces Osia Lewis, who went ro UTEP. Regardless 
of the coordinator, Long made his reputation as 
a defensive coach and his unorthodox scheme won't 
see many changes, 

The personnel is a different story; changes are 
a must. New Mexico lost all three starting lineback- 
es, both ends and veteran safety OJ Swift. 

The strength is at cornerback were Glover Quin 
and DeAndre Wright return, forming one of the 
better corner tandems in the West. “We've had 
a lot of comers get a chance to play pro football 
and I think they're comparable to those guys,” 
said Long, 

Long's biggest concern is at linebacker. Only 
two players have experience — Zach Arnett and 
Herbert Fielder. That makes depth a concern, but 
New Mexico has reached the poine in its system and 
recruiting philosophy that when the names change, 
the dominance rarely waver 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

New Mexico's most significant loss might be 
kicker John Sullivan, who easily was the best of 
three UNM kickers to earn All-MWC honors since 
2003. All were former walk-ons, 

Redshire freshman Drew Zamora is Sullivan’s 
likely heir apparent, while Adam Miller takes over 
punting duties, 

The return game should remain solid with 
DeAndre Wright and Frankie Solomon. 


OVERVIEW 

The Lobos don’t have the luxury of easing into 
the season, but fans get the luxury of an impressive 
home schedule. UNM hosts TCU, Texas A&M 
and Arizona in the first three weeks of the season 
before playing at Tulsa. It could be a tough start, 
bur New Mexico, with as much offensive talent as 
ever, could finish well, if the rebuile offensive line 
comes together. 


2007 Rankings 


‘Aug. 30 TCU ae {fn By rate OFFENSE © PERGAME RANK 
' at. i ft 
SHES TEXAS ABM’ WW NEW MEXICO STATE 44-34. | poor”? ies a 
Se ARIZONA | wat Arizona Wildcats 29-27 | prow? Dae'9 5 
Sept. 20 at Tulsa W SACRAMENTO STATE 58-0 SNE Ves He 
|Sen.27. atNew Nexto site 4) BM 2) : 
: at Wyoming FN | 
) sh WYOMING W. atSan Diego State 20-17 DEFENSE —PERGAME RANK 
Oct. 11 atBYU WW AIR FORCE 34.31 | Sooring 190 14 
/ Oct. 18 SANDIEGO STATE = L at TCU 0-37 sot tee ie 
} W. COLORADO STATE 26-23 Passing : 
Oct. 23 at Ar Force 
ee fi PL atutan 10-28 | Total 3199 8 
Nov. 1 UTAH 

W UNLV 276 
Nov. 8 AUN | New Mexico Bowl / TOMARGIN PERGAME — RANK 
J Nov. 15 at Colorado State. © W vs Nevada 23-0 | 0 Ch) 55 
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“Depth Chart 


Offense 
Name Ht. Wt. cL 
QB Donovan Porterie* 6-3. 206 Jr. 
Brad Gruner 62225 
FB Matt Quillen* 60 250. Sr. 
Josh Fussell 6-2 235 So. 
TB Rodney Ferguson* 6-0 229° Sr 
__Paul Baker 5-7 195 Sr 
Roland Bruno* 540 166 Jr. 
Michael Scarlett 6-2 170 Fr. 
WR Daryl Jones 63 207 dn 
Jermaine McQueen 62 180. ‘She 
TE Chris Mark* 6-5 257° Sr, 
Mitch Straub 63249 In 
ur ‘Ivan Hernandez, 6-6 295 Jr. 
jlvester Hatten 308. Sr. 
LG Mike Cannon 302 So, 
Matt Streid 6-3 321 Sr. 
c Erik Cook* 66 312 In 
Ben Contreras 62 300 nics 
RG Derek Tallent 6-4 309 So, 
Joshua Taufalete 6-2 320 Jr 
RT Byron Bell 65 206 Fr 
kaitin Givens 63 205k 
Defense 

Name Ht. Wt. 
DE kevin Balogun 6-4 © 281 Sr, 
DeAndre Davis 6-2 245, ar 
NT Wesley Beck* 61 279 Sr, 
Jeremiah Lovato 62260 Sr 
DE Phillip Harrison 63 2010. 

Kendall Briscoe 271 

Herbert Felder 230 

Carmen Messina 210 

iB ‘Zach Amett 205 
Seth Johannemann 226 $0. 
1B Terel Anyaibe 27 So. 

___ohnathan Rainey 6:2 210. 
cB Glover Quin 6-0 203 Sr. 
Jerome Jenkins 5-10 186 So. 
cB DeAndre Wright 5-11 193 Sr. 
Abdullah Konte 6-0 193 So. 
Ss Frankie Soloman 5-10 173 on 
Thomas ton 6-0 190. Jt 
s Clint McPeek 6-2 21000 dr 
Tan Clark* 6-0 210 ar. 
‘Blake Ligon* 6-1 187 Sr. 
Frankie Baca 541 190 ak 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. wi 

Kk Drew Zamora 61 1800 Fe 
Pp ‘Adam Miller 6-2 224 dn 


* Retuming Starters in Bold 
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NEBRASKA 


PL. AYERS TO WATCH 


RB Marlon Lucky, OB: Joe Ganz, ee: 

- OT Lydon Murtha, DT Ndamukong : Suh, 
LB Phillip Dillard, CB Armando Murillo 
$ lany Asante 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
Huskets should have plenty: of punch o7 
offense; the backfield has big-play poten- 
tial and will be operating behind 
veteran line, Joe Ganz’s recor 

~ exploits late last season migh é 
of things to come. Four returning ¢ 
sive line starters provide hope of 

‘ment on that side of the ball.- 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 

| The defensive meltdown in 2007 leaves 

many question marks. The Huskers lo: 
their top four linebackers and are hoping 
converted RB Cody Glenn can provide: 
immediate assistance. DT Ndamukong 
a major disappointment as a sophomore, — 
is coming off knee surgery, as is talented . 
~ comer Anthony Blue. : zs 


B Sam Keller, C Brett Byford, wRa faurice 
_ Purify, WR Terrence Nunn, OL Carl Hicks, 
‘LB Bo Rutd, LB Lance Brandenburgh, 
CB Cortney Grixby, S Tiere Green 


‘Pelini’s reputation as defensive genius will 
~ be severely tested as he attempts | to: regs 

vurrect the defense in 2008. The offense 

must be counted. on to do the heavy lift 
ving early in the season and 
gram forward past the faile 
Callahan experiment. 


Huskers Look to Move Forward By Returning to Past 


Fe years after hiring Bill Callahan to 
change a culture, Nebraska has turned 
to Bo Pelini to restore it. 

Callahan was welcomed by many in 
the Cornhusker state in 2004 as the in- 
novative football mind that was going to 
put some air into the Huskers’ stodgy, 
ground-based offensive attack. 

He was fired after last season’s embar- 
rassing 5-7 campaign in which Nebraska 
experienced a series of lowlights never be- 
fore endured by generations of fans. 

Pelini’s charge when hired in Decem- 
ber was to bring the Huskers back to the 
future. Pelini, who ran LSU’s defense for 
the past three seasons, had achieved folk 
hero status for his season of work with the 
Nebraska defense in 2003. 

His no-nonsense style appeals to the 
Husker Nation, which has always prided 
itself on its football team’s smashmouth 
approach to offense and defense. 

The most pressing question facing Peli- 
ni is this: Exactly how long will it take for 
him to engineer the dramatic turnaround 
necessary to make Nebraska relevant again 
on the college football landscape? 

Pelini, naturally, believes the answer is 
sooner rather than later — and any play- 
er that doesn't share that belief had best 
move on. 

“They are going to see that our way 
works,” Pelini said. “There is not a lot of 
room for debate. It is going to be done 
certain ways. If they want to do it another 
way, there are a lot of other Division LA 
football programs they can play at. 

“There are not a lot of things that are 


up for discussion as far as how the game is 
going to be played and how we are going 
to go about things.” 

Pelini’s first team appears stocked with 
enough offensive talent to buy time early 
in the season to allow the development of 
a defense that needs a shot of confidence 
almost as badly as an influx of talent. 

The once-proud Blackshirts were hum- 
bled last fall by the worst season statisti- 
cally in school history. 

Spring practice produced enough en- 
couraging moments that Pelini believes 
the Huskers at least have a solid founda- 
tion on which to build. 
he said. 
“We're not where we want to be, but we're 


“We accomplished a lot,” 


heading in the right direction. They're 
starting to develop an understanding of 
what we're asking them. The discipline is 
there, the focus is there and the effort is 
there. 

“If we stay there and continue down 
this road, we'll be just fine come fall.” 


OFFENSE 

The bulk of Pelini’s football expertise 
is as a defensive coach. The new head 
coach will want to put his stamp on 
offense, too. Pelini opted to do so by 
retaining coordinator Shawn Watson, 
who decided to stay after a brief flirta- 
tion with Alabama. 

“Te would have been very hard to start 
over with a new offensive coordinator and 
quarterback coach in my last year,” quar- 
terback Joe Ganz said. “I was a bit worried 
that he was going to Alabama, and it was 
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a great weight off my shoulders when he 
said he would be back.” 

Watson has demonstrated a high de- 
gree of flexibility. He'll air it out, as he did 
last season with Nebraska. He showed at 
Colorado he was content to blast defenses 
with big running backs. 

The offense has options with Ganz 
at quarterback, Marlon Lucky headlin- 
ing a solid stable of running backs and 
a deep and experienced group of offen- 
sive linemen. 

Ganz, put together a sensational three- 
game run at the end of last season when 
taking over for the injured Sam Keller. 
Ganz threw for 410 yards in his first start 
against Kansas, then shredded Kansas State 
for a school-record 510 yards and seven 
touchdowns. His 484-yard, four-touch- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 st 


44.4 ypg rushing (7th in Big 12/66th in NCAA), 323.8 ypg passing (2nd/7th), 468.3 ypg total offense (Sth/Sth), 33.4 ppg (Bth/28th) 


POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT = BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
0B Joe Ganz Sr._ Threw for 400-plus yards in each of three starts last season. Patrick Witt, Fr. 
RB Marlon Lucky* Sr.___Led-team in rushing, nation in receptions by running back. Roy Helu, So. 


FB. Thomas Lawson Sr.__ Wasa part-time starter in 2007. Justin Makovicka, So. 
WR __ Nate Swift” ‘Sr.__Has scored 12 touchdowns and caught 103 career passes. Curenski Gilleylen, Fr. 
WR__Todd Peterson Sr___ Of his 45 career receptions, nine have produced TDs. Niles Paul, So. 

TE Mike McNeill ‘So. Bulking up in offseason should add to his effectiveness. Hunter Teafatiler, Sr. 
LT ___Lydon Murtha’ Sr. Starting to live up to his tremendous potential, Mike Smith, So. 

LG Mike Huff* Sr.___Has started 18 games over the past two seasons. Keith Williams, So. 

@ Jacob Hickman’ ur. Shifts from guard to replace two-year starter Brett Byford. Mike Caputo, Fr. 

RG Matt Sauson” Sr..__ Most experienced lineman with 22 career starts, D.J. Jones, So. 
RT__Jaivorio Burkes So, Emerged as potential standout after three freshman starts. Marcel Jones, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 282.2 ypg rushing (12th in Big 12/116th in NCAA), 244.7 ypg passing 4h/@4th), 476.8 ypg total detense (12th/112th), 37.9 ppg (12th/1 14th) 


YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE__Barry Tumer* Sr___ Has potential to wreak havoc as speed rusher, Pierre Allen, So, 
DT _Ndamukong Suh* Jf___Underachieved after breakout freshman season, Shukree Barfield, Sr. 
OT __TySteinkuhler* Sr.__Battled injuries as a junior but still made eight starts, Kevin Dixon, Sr, 


DE Zach Potter* Sr. 


‘Most consistent DL fast season: 11 tackles for loss, 


Clayton Sievers, St. 


1B Tyler Wortman 


Sr__Engieering whiz will make the mast of his chance, 


Blake Lawrence, So. 


LB Phillip Dillard Jt Big-play potential could be aided by shedding 30 pounds. 


‘Will Compton, Fr. 


LB Cody Glenn St. Converted RB made strong spring impression. Latravis Washington, So. 


CB Armando Murillo” Sr. 


Only returning defender to start 12 games last season. 


Prince Amukamara, So. 


6B __ Anthony West 


So. Stepped up in spring to replace injured Blue, 


Anthony Bue, So. 


S___ Rickey Thenarse Jr___Two-time special teams MVP can hit with the best. Major Culbert, J. 


S___Lary Asante" at 


‘Huskers’ second-leading tackler last season, 


Erio Hagg, So. 


*Retumning Starter 


down game against Colorado finished off 
a three-game barrage in which he threw for 
1,399 yards and 15 touchdowns. 

Lucky is the Big 12’s top returning 
rusher, but sophomore Roy Helu is go- 
ing to demand a lot of playing time after 
a sensational spring. He's fast and big, at 
215 pounds, and is able to take plays in- 
side or out. 

Linemen Lydon Murtha, Mike Huff, 
Jacob Hickman and Matt Slauson have a 
combined 67 starts. 

“We can be one of the best in the na- 
tion,” said Murtha when asked about the 
line’s potential. “If you look at the points 
the offense put up last year, we should 
have won more games.” 

The offense’s top concerns: finding re- 
placements for two-year starting center 


Brett Byford and three wide receivers that 
accounted for 281 career catches. 


DEFENSE 


Restoring confidence with this unit 
ranks as one of Pelini’s top priorities. 

The 2007 Blackshirts allowed more 
points (455), yards (5,722) and first 
downs (299) than any team in school his- 
tory. Nebraska ranked last in the Big 12 
in rushing, scoring and total defense, and 
was in the bottom 10 nationally in each of 
those categories. 

Pelini was encouraged after spring. 

“They're starting to learn the concepts 
and principles of what we're asking them 
to do,” Pelini said. “A lot of this is new to 
them. We're giving them roles and con- 
cepts and things to apply. It’s coming, but 
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CORNHUSKERS RECRUITING 2008 


rivals.com 


ST Baker Steinkunler, oT & Committments 
Ne A There realy sn any question about the top prospect for Nebraskan Oe Average Stars 
2008. On the other hand, with plenty of depth on the offensive line, 
c where Steinkuhler probably is best-suited to play, questions remain i “4 660093 
S La hell redshirt a year before unleashing his talent. wR 
La ty 
Ss 
= 
we R 
ea) ‘Will Compton, LB 
a Considering the Huskers lost four linebackers to graduation and the Kyler Reet, ATH 
t poor play of the defense overall, there is a need for talented newcom- Reed is known for being a big-bodied | total stars 
oO ers, Compton is a name frequently mentioned as a possible backup to receiving threat and a complete player 
> Phillip Dillard at middle linebacker. because of his blocking skills. Armed  [Mucueue duct 
also with good speed, and with a need 
8 in Linooln for a teld-stretching tint OUI NEEDS 
3 Alfonzo Dennard, DB end, Reed could compete early for There is no question interior defensive line 
iri Sp] Though not as highly rated as fellow DB David Whitmore, Dennard’s Playing time. ‘men are a huge need for the Huskers since 
= athletic ability and bal skills make him a guy to watch this fall, There they only signed one in 2008. Look for the 
is a need at corner with Anthony Blue's spring injury, and Dennard Staff to also add more depth to the second- 
bu) could also be an all-purpose guy on offense and in the return game. ary, at linebacker and in the interior of the 
offensive line 
Name Pos. Stars Ht. Wt Hometown School Wt. Hometown School 
Antonio Bel WR Oo 62 177 Daytona Beach, FL Mainiand 62 170 Gatland, TK South Gartand 
Had 45 catches for 776 yards and nine touchdowns his senior season. Chose Nebraska over UNLV. 
WillCompton = ATH 62 214 Bonne Tere, MO North County | | Steven stome = WR OO 6-4 182. Gatland, TK South Garland 


Rated as the No, 3 overall prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s Had 38 catches for 601 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 
No, $4 athlete. 


Kyler Reed MH Oo 63204 Overland Park, KS St.Thomas Aquinas 
Khiry Cooper Wk oO 6-2 175 Shreveport, A Calvary Academy Rated as the No, 8 overall prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
Rated as the No, 30 overall prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com. No, 68 athlete. 
‘en Cotton Tr 000 6-6 217 Ames, A ‘Ames Senior | | Justin Royers RB OO 5-11 180. Birmingham, AL Vestavia Hills 
Rated as the No, 2 overall prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s Rated as the No. 30 overall prospect in Alabama by Rivals,com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 25 tight end. No. 42 running back. 
‘forgo Dennard = DB 5-10 185 Rochelle, GA Wilcox County a, Smith DB ooo 6-2 205 River Ridge, LA ohn Curls 
Rated as the No, 32 overall prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s |__| Rated as the No. 15 overall prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com. Rated as the nation’s 
No. 25 cornerback. No, 45 safety, 
‘Sean Fisher bo 6-5 225 Omaha, NE ‘Millard North Kody Spano % Coo 6-2 202 Stephenville, TX Stephenville 
Rated as the No. 3 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s Rated as the No. 47 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No, 41 outside linebacker, No. 9 dual-threat quarterback, 
‘avid Grant oo 6-6 278 Killeen, 1X Killeen Baker Steinkubler © OL OOO 66 290 Lincoln, NE Lincoln Southwest 
Rated as the No. 85 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's Rivals100 selection. ..Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated 
No, 58 offensive tackle. as the nation’s No, 2 offensive tackle... Parade All-American, 
Alcky Henry oo 6-4 300 Wahpeton, ND North Dakota State Callge ol Science Brandon Thompson OL OG 6-6 280 The Woodlands, TX ‘The Woodlands 
Chose Nebraska over Colorado and Houston. Rated as the nation’s No. 80 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 
‘Tyson Hetzer Eo 6-7 265 Glendora, CA Chtus 6.6. Quentin Toailoa = OT OOO 65 275 ‘Redlands, CA East Valley 
Rated as the No. 70 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com, Rated as the nation’s No. 74 defensive tackle by Rivals.com. 
Micah Kretkemeler LB © 6-4 215 WestPoint, NE West Point Central Catholic Mason Wald BB OO 5-11 195. Birmingham, AL Vestavia Hills 
Rated as the No. 9 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com. Chose Nebraska over Samford. 
ohn Levorson ATH @ 6-4 185. Crete, NE Crete Lester Ward RB OO 63 186 Brenham, TX Brenham 
Rated as the No. 6 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com.,.Rated as the nation’s | | Selected Nebraska over Baylor. 


No. 87 athlete. 


Alonzo Whaley = BO 6-0 213. Madisonville, TX Madisonville 
TinMarowe = ATH © 5-10 165, Youngstown, OF Cantal Mooney | | Rated as the No, 88 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com... Rated as the nation's 
Huskers added sleeper late. No, 61 outside linebacker. 
Cameron Meredith DE OOO 64 222 Santa Ana, CA MaterDei | | avid Whitmore = DB © 62 190 Port Arr, TX Port Arthur Merorlat 
Rated as the No. 63 overall prospect in California by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s Rated as the No. 41 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 13 weakside defensive end, No, 21 cornerback...Father played six years in the NFL. 
Collins Okalor = RB 641 210 Omaha, NE Westside | | Josh Wiliams = DE © O@ 64 220 Denton, TK yan 
Rated as the No. 4 overall prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's | Rated as the No. 48 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation’s 
No, 27 running back. No. 12 weakside defensive end. 
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CORNHUSKERS SPRING ROSTER § 


95 _ PIERRE ALLEN DE 6526550 3 TAC EE 6210 So__ Sanfrancisco, CA 
21_PRINCE AMUKAMARA DB 6-1 195 50 Glendale AZ 48 TYLER LEGATE 510 20 So eign 
4 URRY ASKITE S64 210 exandia, VA 88 _ BN LESTER WR $10 165 Tecumseh 
‘5 SHURREE BARFELD —DT_6-4 300 Se Camden, 75_‘WIMELINGEWFELTER DE 64250 fe Fainview 
6 CHUZBARRETT OL __6-4 325 _So__—Daytona Beach, FL 5MARLOWLUCKY. TBs St__ Now Hollywood CA 
‘JUSTIN BAUMGARTNER LS 6-2 250 St Cheyenne, WY 4 _‘JUSTINMAKOVICKA FB 1240 So Uys 
57 DENNIS BERGLAND —OL__644_285 So Pattmouh 63 BEX MARTH Dr 64 20S Lincoln 
14 _AVTHONT BLUE 510180 So edar HLT 593A MARTIN 6220 avery 
1 Cas RooRS we 6220 or St Lous, MO 71_MIKE MASON oO 66 m0 fe inca 
72 SAIVORIO BURKES——OL_—65 325 So Phoenix AZ 36 MATHEW MAYS G1 105 Imperial 
2 _WES CAMMACK WR 511195 Dewitt 4 MIKE NOMELL T6400 ood, MO. 
‘a_MOKE CAPUTO 64 20 ft Omaha 32 MARCUS MENDOZA 1B Houston, TX 

AUSTIN CASSIDY $1205 Lincoln 38 _NYLE MOORE B62 So horn 
19 QUEMTIVCASTILE 161245 So Laforte, TK 90 _TERRENCE MOORE _DT_63—(270 Fe New Ones, LA 
Nek cover 6220 Glendale, AL 5 ARMANOO MURILLO CB_—6-1_—190 Si Tampa, FL 
JARED CRICK DE 66 270 Te Cond = 76_‘LYDON MURTHA L675 Hutchinson, Ml 
6 MuORCULMERT SGA 205 HuiborGiy.CA «33 MATFOWAMLON $11 196 Se Tellewe 
15 BEAU pans OH 641808 Wenie, CA 82_T3. LEARY ls 61s Oma 
‘2 PAILUP DILLARD LB sa 245k Tulsa, ok 24_NILES PAUL We 61 210 S0 Omaha 
7 _ KEVIN DION 63 m5 Sebring, FL 17_TODD PETERSON WR 4215S Grand island 
83 MATT DONAMUE WR 62 175 So Tremont 98 _ZACH POTTER DE 6720 Oma 
16M EBKE 61205 So Lincoln 84 _YAVERRUCKER WR 5:6 160 So Minneapolis, MN 
14 TAWORESCAMILA DT 61270 Tremont &9_JONATHOW SANTIN DE 63225 Fullerton 
92_TYRONE FAKIE DE 63 280 fr __Wiginla Beach, VA 57_ JETP SAYRE 63s nrngton, ML 
27 RYAN FORD Db sat 175 So Winteld, AL BH_CLAYTON SUIVERS E64 285 horn 
12_20E GANZ (Ht 210 Sr _PalosHelghts L_— 70 _MATTSLAUSON O65 425 Si__ Colorado Springs, 0 
‘AARON GLASPIE —_FB_6-2_240_ 0 Lieto, cg _ MIKE SMITH O66 2580 Las Vegas 
1 CRENSKI GHLLEYLEN WR 641_210_fr ander 1X _7_KODY SPANO 62% Stephene, Te 
4 _COOY GLEN mb ws uk, TX 35 AUSTONSTAFFORD 1862205 fe Hayat CA 
X_THOWAS GROVE U2 2200 ‘Alington —¢)_TYSTEIMKUWLER —DT._—6-3_ 280 ncn 
me _ WHC HAG Dh 61200 $0 Peoria, 2 99_NOAMUKONG SUK__OT_—6-4 100 Portland, OR 
to DAD HARVEY DE bss 260k LaPata, ND 1m SHAWMNSULLIAN _DB_5-10 190 ‘nha, 
20 ME RAYS bt 0 Papillon 7_ NATE SWIFT We 62200 _ Hutchinson, MN 
10 _ ROY HEL, 38 Rb 6121880 Danvile,ch 6 BENTASA bs wf Humphrey 
9o_ALE MENERY mk _ 62170 So Omaha &_HUNTERTEAFATILER TE 6-3 285 St Kingsburg, CA 
wi wy WR 65 210% HiPavo, TX RICKEY THENARSE SG 105 Los Angeles CA 
is _TSon mevaeR Te 66 240 oe Reding CA 37_KEMINTHONSEH FB G2?_240. ehorn 
oy _sacoumcnnan Okt 200d Bakers, Ch 39 LANCETHORELL DBO Loomis 
to Rea HL mb us ft ‘vada, CO 97_DANTTIOENER P1200 Cheyer, WY 
MeL HOUT Wa 64 720 oe Sun iego,CA 99 BARRY TURNER DEG 280 Antioeh, TH 
6K OFF 64 300 Se alston 23 LATRAVS WASHINGTON LB 69225 So Bradenton, HL 
@_conY IKE Oo 64 wo ‘aha 24_ ADAM WATSON Db 61190 _ $0 Linen 
‘Sim gese DY 6-3 290 So __Fort Morgan, 37_JAKE WCHL mK _ 642s North Bend 
31_ AUSTIN gone Ta __$10 200 ft Centennial, O22 ANTHONY WEST__—CB_61_—200 So San Diego, Ch 
2a. 04s 65 305 $0 Omaha 4 KEITH WILLIAMS OL_—65 310 So Floisant, MO 
Ww MANCELIONES OL 6-710 Phoenix, AZ 27 KOO WLSON Tt 225 St Liberal KS 
4 COLTON KOEHLER LB .1_230 de avast _2_ PATRICK WIT Oe 6s ste Wile, Tk 
20_ ADL KUNALIC Mk 6185 $0 Fort Wath TK $3,“ TYERWORTMAN LB 63235 Grand Band 
12_ MARE LAREN Li 62225 So Shavmoe Mission, S47“ WILUANYAUCY DE 6405 ends, Az 
36 THOMAS LAWSON FB 6-1 250__S Pacer,cO_—49_DREU YOUNG TE 64 wo Coad 


NOTEBOOK 


Re Nebraska's past with its present 
provided coach Bo Pelini with an immediate 
challenge after taking over the Huskers. 

Many former players felt the previous regime 
had made them feel less than welcome. Pelini 
went to work to rebuild bridges with the ex- 
Huskers, and more than 250 former players 
showed up for the spring game. 

"Tt was such a great turnout,” Pelini said. 
“I think the special thing is that they under- 
stand that they're always welcome here, We want 
them around our program. They're the ones who 
helped to build this place into what it is today. 

“They're passionate about it, and we appreci- 
até their support. We hope to see them around 
very often.” 

For some of the ex-Huskers, the trip to Lincoln 
for the spring game was their first since they had 
ended their careers. 

“This is ‘a fresh start,” said Mike Brown, 
a safety with the Chicago Bears. “It seems like 
everything is new again. Everyone really feels 
good about what's going on here again.” 

One of the pressing questions facing Nebraska's 
offense is who will step up to be Joe Ganz’s go-to 
receiver, Nate Swift and Todd Peterson have the 
experience but after that, the picture is murky. 

Curenski Gilleylen provided one of the 
spring-game highlights when he caught a 77-yard 
touchdown pass from Ganz. Gilleylen, a redshirt 
freshman, once ran the 100 meters in 10.2 sec 
onds in high school. 

He joins Menelik Holt, Chris Brooks and 
Niles Paul as possible replacements in the rota- 
tion that lost Maurice Purify, Terrence Nunn and 
Frantz Hardy, That trio combined for 281 career 
receptions and 34 touchdowns, 

Holt, Brooks, Paul and Gilleylen combined for 
six catches in 2007. 

* Tyler Wortman didn’t play a down in his 
first three years in the program. Then he saw 
limited action as a backup linebacker last sea- 
son, making nine tackles. 

The fifth-year senior appears destined for much 
more playing time. Wortman emerged from spring 
practice as the No. 1 strongside linebacker and is, 
for now, the backup at middle linebacker. 

“We've thrown a lot at the guy but, shoot, he's 
a lot smarter than I am,” Nebraska linebackers 
coach Mike Ekeler said. 

Wortman, an engineering major, has a 3.98 
grade-point average. 
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Lydon Murtha 


we're not there yet.” 

‘The Huskers have six starters return- 
ing, including all four linemen, That's a 
good-news, bad-news scenario. Defensive 
ends Zach Potter and Barry Turner, and 
tackles Ty Steinkuhler and Ndamukong 
Suh, were pushed around with regularity 


last season as teams chewed through the 


Huskers for an average of 232.2 rushing 
yards per game. 

The other two returning starters are 
cornerback Armando Murillo and safety 
Larry Asante, 

There is a hole in the middle as the 
Huskers lost their four top linebackers 
— starters Bo Ruud, Corey McKeon and 
Steve Octavien, plus top reserve Lance 
Brandenburgh. 

Phillip Dillard is the only linebacker 
with starting experience, The Huskers 
are so thin that Cody Glenn shifted from 
running back and emerged as a top candi- 
date for a starting spot. The Huskers also 
are counting on immediate contributions 
at the position from several newcomers, 
including freshman Will Compton. 

In Pelini’s one season as Nebraska's de- 
fensive coordinator, the Huskers produced 
47 turnovers, including a school-record 
32 interceptions. Last season, Nebraska 
generated just 11 turnovers. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Huskers’ kicking game is solid 
with the return of sophomores Alex Hen- 
ery and Adi Kunalic, and senior Dan 
Titchener, Henery became the first kicker 
in school history to convert all of his at- 
tempts — he made all 45 of his conver- 
sions and was eight of eight on field-goal 
attempts. 

Kunalic led the nation in touchback 
kickoffs. 
had 42 punts downed inside the 20-yard 


percentage on Titchener has 
ine the past two seasons and has ranke: 
line th ia dh ked 


among the Big 12 leaders in net punting. 


Nebraska's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


th BRIGH TES Ts 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
RB Marlon Lucky. 


| Flxted with tuming pro but 


returns for what could be 
spectacular senior season. 

Enters the season as the Big 
125 top returning rusher 
after gaining 1,019 yards and’ 
averaging 4.9 yards per carry 
last season. ... His 75 recep- 
tions were the most in the 
nation by a running back in 
2007, .,. Finished fifth in the 


4 


“conference in’ all-purpose yardage, averaging 
. His all-purpose yardage 
Earned | 


145.2 yards per game. ... 
“total was best by a Husker in a decade, 
conference Player of the Week honors 
‘ing 2007 season with 23-yard, iHirees ‘tuchdawn 
performance against Nevada, 


EMERGING STAR 


QH Joe Ganz 

Responded with record- 

setting efforts after getting 

his chance to start when 

Sam Keller went down with 

an injury. ... Threw for 405 

‘yards in his first start against 

Kansas, school-record 510 

yards in rout of Kansas State 

and 484 yards against 

Colorado, ... Also established 

Nebraska records for total 

offense (528 yards) and touchdown passes 
(Seven) against Kansas State. ... Has thrown 19 
touchdowns in 165 career passes, 


TOP NELWEOMER 


LB Will Compton 

Has potential to make 
instant impact as the 
Huskers ate looking for con- 
tributors at Linebackers. 
‘The Bonne Terre, Mo., native 
recorded 107 tackles, includ- 
ing 16 for loss, a8 a senior at 
North County High School, 

.. Also rushed for 500 yards 

and accounted for 1,000 al 
purpose yards and 14 touch- 
downs on offense. ... Earned first-team All-State 
honors at linebacker as a senior and as a teceiy- 
er as a junior, ... Ranked one of the top 40 ath- 
‘letes in the nation by Rivals.com, 
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Player Profile 


Trying to Pick Up 
Where He Left Off 


Joe Ganz accomplished his spring mis- 
sion. 

After serving as Nebraska's backup quar- 
terback for almost three seasons, Ganz put 
together a record-smashing assault on the 
record books in the Huskers’ final three 
games in 2007. 

If his performance against Kansas, Kan- 
sas State and Colorado established him as 
the likely successor to Sam Keller, then his 
spring performance cemented his status 
as the Huskers starter entering the 2008 
season. 
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“It's pretty obvious Joe is the No. 1 quar- 
terback,” coach Bo Pelini said. “He's a good 
football player, a tremendous leader. He's 
playing with a swagger and a confidence 
right now, and that's very important. 

“Our guys rally around him, they believe 
in him, and I think he’s going to have a 
heck of a year.” 

Ganz's confidence in his abilities never 
wavered in spite of being viewed by others 
as no more than a serviceable backup. 

After redshirting as a freshman, Ganz 
served as Zac Taylor's backup in 2005 and 
2006. His chances of succeeding Taylor 
were quashed when Keller transferred from 
Arizona State. 

Ganz lost a hotly contested battle with 
Keller for the starting job last season but 
took over after Keller suffered a shoulder 
injury against Texas. 

Ganz went on a three-game binge 
against Kansas, Kansas State and Colorado 
in which he threw for 1,399 yards and 15 
touchdowns. Nebraska scored 163 points in 
that span. 

Ganz also has the mobility to keep de- 
fenses honest, rushing 20 times for 93 
yards in his limited action — and that in- 
cludes 27 lost yards on sacks. 

Entering spring practice as “the guy,” 
Ganz was intent on making sure he carried 
that tag into the offseason. 

“My main motivation is to not let any- 
one take the spot I have,” Ganz said. “I've 
worked too hard to let someone take this 
job from me.” 

Redshirt freshman Patrick Witt emerged 
from the spring as Ganz’s likely backup, al- 
though Pelini said junior college transfer 
Zac Lee remains in contention. 

“We've still got a long way to go,” Ganz 
said. “We just can't let up at all. We can’t 
think that it’s over now, that we had a 
good spring and just relax. It’s my job to 
be the motivator in the locker room and 
get guys to keep working hard.” 


The loss of Cortney Grixby and Andre 
Jones leaves Nebraska searching for recurn 
men. 

Their departures leave Lucky as Ne- 
braska’s most experienced kick returner; 
he has 22 in his careet, bur just one last 
season. Nate Swift and Niles Paul also 
have limited experience, and the Huskers 
expect to audition several newcomers for 
the roles. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS: 


‘The Pelini era has a chance to get off 
to a successful start as Nebraska plays its 
first five games at home, including open- 
ing against Western Michigan, San Jose 
State and New Mexico State. A 3-0 start 
would be imperative to Nebraska's post- 
season hopes as the schedule then takes 
a challenging turn. 

Virginia Tech and Missouri will visit 
Lincoln on back-to-back weeks before 
the Huskers hit the road for a game at 
Texas Tech. Nebraska will play three 
of its first five conference games on 
the road, including a Nov. | trip to 


Oklahoma. 
— Steve Pivovar 


SCHEDULE 


“Aug. 30 WESTERN MICHIGAN 
Sept. 6 SAN JOSE STATE 
Sept. 13 NEW MEXICO STATE © 
Sept. 27 VIRGINIA TECH > 
“Oct.4 == MISSOURI > 
“Oct.i1 Saat Texas Tech > 
“Oct.18 at Iowa State _ 
“oc.25 «BAYLOR 
Nov. 1 at Oklahoma 
“No.8 —~—CKANSAS ~~ 
“Nov. 15 at Kansas State 
“Nov. 28 COLORADO 
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‘GUAGE: Joe Glenn — At iyoming: 26-33, 5 years: 
overall: 184-92-1, 23 years 
DRFENSWE COURDINRTOR: B0b Cole 
‘DEFENSWE DUURDINATOR: Nike Breske 
‘ASTEENGUE MEE: 1993, WAC co-champs 
AASTBUWE: 2004, Las Vegas 
RETURRING STURTERS: 15; 8 offense, 7 defense 
RB Devin Moore, OT John 
Fletcher, LB Ward Dobbs, DE Mitch Unrein 
Wyoming has its best running 

game in years with more of a blocking-back emphasis. 
‘There are several standouts along the defensive front. 
New enthusiasm brought by offensive coordinator 

Bob Cole. 
\POVENTUL/PRBBEEMES: Questions finger on the effec- 
tiveness of the quarterback and passing game. The 
kicking game needs help in a hury 


‘OFFENSE 
No staff change in the Mountain West, outside 
of Colorado State’s complete shakeup, will have 
a bigger impact this season than the hiring of 
Wyoming offensive coordinator Bob Cole. 

The offense hadn’t done the job in two of the 
past three years when late-season collapses doomed 
promising starts. Despite his seven seasons with Bill 
Cockhill, Joe Glenn let the coordinator go immedi- 
ately after a season in which the Cowboys finished 
last in the MWC in total offense (322.8). 

Wyoming's woes extended to a key statistical 
category. The Cowboys trailed the MWC in turn- 
over margin (minus-l per game), giving away the 
ball 31 times last season. 

Enter Cole and an emphasis on returning to 
a strong running game and simplifying the playbook 
for the quarterbacks. The setior running back tan- 
dem of Devin Moore and Wynel Seldon combined 
for 1,519 yards and 13 TDs. Cole emphasized 
a fullback/H-back blocking scheme in the spring. 

There’s no apparent deep threat among the 
receiving corps, but the deep passing game has 
been chucked for quicker throws and shorter 
routes that the staff hopes will lead to a reduction 
in interceptions, 

After struggling at times last season, quarterback 
Karsten Sween had to fight for his job in spring bal. 
Glenn couldn’t name a starter at the end of April. 
He brought in junior college transfer Dax Crum, 
who originally signed with Atizona State. 

Senior Ian Hetrick, who played well in the 
spring of 2007 but never could wrest away the 
starting job, remains in the mix. 


“I thought we had Karsten and Dax separated 
a litdle, and who had the best scrimmage? Hetrick,” 
Glenn said. 

Sween was leading going into the final spring 
weekend until missing a scoring opportunity. Of 
Crum, Glenn said, “he's a litdle bit of a wild child, 
but he makes big plays.” 

Glenn and Cole will be happy with the one who 
best manages the running game and avoids mistakes 
when throwing the ball. 


(DEFENSE 

Wyoming has some stars returning up front, but 
redshire freshman inside linebacker Gabe Knapton 
could become the most decorated player on the 
squad by the time he’s done in Laramie. 

The 6-3, 227-pound newcomer could have 
played last year, but Wyoming had enough veterans 
to give him a redshirt year. He had no trouble win- 
ning the starting job in the spring. 

The top advance billing among upperclassmen 
goes to John Fletcher, a 6-6, 280-pound defensive 
tackle named to the Outland Trophy watch lise 
after his 10.5 sacks ranked 11th nationally. Another 
presence in the 3-4 front is end Mitch Unrein. 

Senior linebacker Ward Dobbs takes over 
the senior leadership role for the defense. 
Half the secondary is new with cornerbacks 


Marcell Gipson and T.J. Atwater. 


‘SPEORL TERMS 

This is the biggest question mark on the team, 
which has a solid history of kickers and punters. 

Billy Vinnedge handled both chores and 
was rewarded with an NEL free agent contract. 
Freshman Austin McCoy will compete for the kick- 
ing job with Jake Scott, Nick Landess took the edge 
in the punting category. 

The return game is in solid shape with Devin 
Moore handling the kick return responsibility and 
redshirt freshman Brandon Steward available for 
punt reruns. 


If the Cowboys can clean up the turnover woes 
of recent years, they have a chance to be successful. 
Ie’sa transition year for the offense with a running- 
dominated game plan. Meanwhile, the defense has 
a chance to carry the team. 


i vat Tennessee 
Nov. 13 ‘at UNLV 
Nov. 22 COLORADO STATE 
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Donate i 511185 Jr. 
WR Brandon Stewart 511185 Fe 
Wyle Jacobo 62200 Sh 
TE JessonSalyards* 6-5 236. 


Tremaine Bt pe is 
FS Quincy Rogers 21 Sr 
Chris Prosinski 206 So 
3S Michael Ray 61 210 sr 
Derrick McMahen = 5410475 St. 


K Jake Scott r 
P Nick Landes 63 197 So, 
* Returning Starters in Bold i 
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OKLAHOMA 


AT A GLANCE: 


11. 


overall, 6-2 Big 12 (ist, South) 


Bob Stoops — At Oklahoma and overall: 
97-22, 9 years 


| 0B Sam Bradford, RB DeMarco Murray, 
WR Juaquin Iglesias, 0G Duke Robinson, — 
DE Auston English, DT DeMarcus Granger, 
DT Gerald McCoy, SS Nic Harris 


‘The Sooners are loaded offensively. The 
line retums intact and boasts five senior 
starters. Sam Bradford and DeMarco 
Muztay are rising stars in the backfield, 
and Jermaine Gresham is almost indefen- 
sible with his blend of size and speed. The 
deep and versatile defensive line should 
be among the best in the nation, 


PITENTIB 


OU will be breaking in two new comer- 
backs — Brian Jackson and Dominique 
Franks. They looked strong during spring 
drills, but they have big shoes to fill, 
‘They will have to learn on the fly against 
several pass-first offenses in the Big 12, 


WR Malcolm Kelly, LB Curtis Lofton, 
CB Reggie Smith, CB Marcus Walker, 
SS D.9. Wolfe 


If outside linebacker Keenan Clayton con- 
tinues to play like he did in the spring 
and middle linebacker Ryan Reynolds can 
stay healthy, the Sooners should have 
enough defense to win an unprecedented 
third consecutive Big 12 title and com- 
pete for another national championship. 


Bradford, Dine give OU Shot at Big 12 Three-peat 


klahoma had tremendous momen- 

tum following its 38-17 shellacking 
of No. 1-ranked Missouri in last year’s Big 
12 championship game. 

Then, it was nothing but bad news. 

The Sooners lost four starters to ei- 
ther injury or suspension before being 
thumped by West Virginia 48-28 in the 
Fiesta Bowl, running OU’s BCS bow! los- 
ing streak to four. 

Not long after that, wide receiver Mal- 
colm Kelly, cornerback Reggie Smith and 
middle linebacker Curtis Lofton (the Big 
12 Defensive Player of the Year) decided 
to skip their senior seasons to enter the 
NFL Draft. 

But despite losing those three key play- 
ers, OU has plenty of firepower returning 
on offense and has a defensive line that 
figures to be dominant — both reasons 
why the Sooners should be optimistic that 
all things are possible in 2008. 

“Tsay this all the time, I have never seen 
one year tied to the other,” said coach Bob 
Stoops, insisting that the Fiesta Bowl loss 
is behind his club. 

“We've won the national championship 
before, and it didn’t have anything to do 
with the next year. We've lost it, and it didn't 
have anything to do with the next year. It’s 
a different team, different players.” 

One of the primary reasons for excite- 
ment in Norman is that the Sooners won't 
be breaking in a new quarterback for the first 
time since Jason White was under center. 
Bradford 
back to run the offense after leading the 


Sophomore Sam comes 


nation in passing efficiency as a redshirt 


freshman. 


Thanks in part to Bradford’s return, 
offensive coordinator Kevin Wilson was 
able to install a no-huddle offense during 
the spring. 

The hope is the no-huddle will not only 
give the offense more scoring opportuni- 
ties, but give the defense much-needed 
practice against the scheme, which likely 
will be used by more than half the teams 
in the Big 12 this season. 

“The defensive coaches thought it 
would be good,” Wilson said, “Going no- 
huddle is nice, but you better be able to 
block and take care of the ball. We won't 
go to it if we don't think it’s going to be 
a good thing.” 

But the strength of this team could be 
the defensive line, where all four starters 
are back including reigning Big 12 sack 
champion Auston English. 

If the back seven comes through, OU 
could have an opportunity at ending its 
BCS bowl woes in the national champi- 


onship game. 


OFFENSE 

Sam Bradford is coming off one of the 
best seasons ever for a rookie quarterback, 
setting an NCAA freshman record with 36 
touchdown passes and leading the nation 
in passing efficiency. Bradford boosted his 
accuracy by having consecutive comple- 
tion streaks of 22 and 18 passes. 

He has a bevy of weapons at his dis- 
posal, highlighted by leading receiver and 
three-year starter Juaquin Iglesias. Also 
returning is three-year slot receiver Man- 
uel Johnson and shifty playmaker Ryan 
Broyles, who turned heads in the spring 
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Quke Robinson 


before suffering a broken collarbone. 

‘The Sooners will be counting on senior 
Quentin Chaney to finally live up to his 
billing in place of Malcolm Kelly. Chaney 
had four catches for 129 yards and a 
touchdown in the Fiesta Bowl in place of 
an injured Kelly. 

Perhaps the most dangerous weap- 
on in the passing attack will be 6-6, 
264-pound tight end Jermaine Gresh- 
am. With his blend of size and speed, 
Gresham is almost impossible to defend 
with either a linebacker or a defensive 
back, which was evident by his four- 
touchdown game against Texas A&M 
last year. 

He and backup Brody Eldridge, who 
was named the All-Big 12 fullback last 
year, should form one of the best tight 


Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


2007 stats: 180.7 ypg rushing (4th in Big 12/30th in NCAA), 258.2 ypg passing (7th/36th), 448.9 ypg total offense (7th/19th), 42:3 ppg (2nd/Sth) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB __ Sam Bradford” So.__Set NCAA fteshman record for TD passes with 36. Joey Halzle, Sr 
RB _DeMarco Murray ‘So. __Home-run threat to score with every carry. Chris Brown, Jt. 
WR Juaquin Iglestas* ‘St Leading receiver had 68 catches, 907 yards. Brandon Caleb, Jr. 
WR Quentin Chaney Sr__ Caught four passes and a TD in the Fiesta Bowl. Adron Tennel, Jt. 
WR Manuel Johnson* ‘Sr.__Thiree-year starter in the slot averaged 14.5 ypc. Ayan Broyles, Fr, 
TE Jermaine Gresham* Jr Big playmaker had four TDs vs. Texas A&M. Brody Eldridge, Jr. 
Phil Loadhott” Sr__ The 6-8. 350-pounder is attractive to NFL scouts. Cory Brandon, So. 
LG Duke Robinson* Sr__ Was a consensus All-American last year. Kody Cooke, Fr. 

C___ Jon Cooper* Sr. Three-year starter not big, but solid in the middle, Jason Hannan, Fr. 
RG___Brandon Walker" Sr. Bob Stoops calls him the team’s best blocker. Brian Simmons, Jr. 
RI__Branndon Braxton* ‘St__Will probably spilt starts with backup Williams. Trent Williams, Jr. 
*Retuming Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 110.3 ypg rushing (2rd in Big 12/17th in NCAA), 228.1 passing (3rd/S9th), 338.4 total defense (2nd/26th), 20.3 ppg (2nd/18th) 


POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE __Auston English” Jt.__Led Big 12 with 9.5 sacks despite missing three games, Frank Alexander, Fr. 
DT__DeMarcus Granger” Jt.___Coming back from Fiesta Bowl suspension. Cory Bennett, Sr. 
DT Gerald McCoy" So.__ Freshman All-American continues to improve. Adrian Taylor, So. 
DE Jeremy Beal” So. Had two tackles for loss and a sack in Big 12 title game, John Williams, Sr. 
LB _ Keenan Clayton Jt Converted to LB from safety last season. JR. Bryant, Jf, 
1B Ryan Reynolds* J Moves to middle from the weak side. Mike Balogun, Jr. 
1B Austin Box Fr.__Talented freshman likely fo split ime with Lewis. Travis Lewis, Fr. 
CB Brian Jackson Jt Had one of the best springs of any Sooner. Jamel Fleming, Fr. 
CB Dominique Franks So, Had three interceptions in the Red-White game. Jonathan Nelson, So. 
SS__ Nic Harris* St.___ Missed the spring recovering from shoulder surgery. _ Sam Proctor, Fr. 
FS__Lendy Holmes” Sr___ Versatile player can slide to CB if needed. David Sims, Jt. 
“Returning Starter 
end combos in the nation. DEFENSE 


DeMarco Murray and Chris Brown 
give the Sooners their version of thunder 
and lightning at running back. 

Murray, always a threat to go the distance, 
is an electric runner with breakaway speed. 
Brown proved last year he’s more than just a 
short-yardage specialist, coming up with an 
impressive three-touchdown performance 
in a home win over Missouri. 

The Sooners also have the rare luxury 
of bringing back all five starters on the 
offensive line, all seniors. Lindy’ rates the 
line the nation’s best. 

Duke Robinson anchors the front after 
earning consensus All-American honors. 
Tackles Phil Loadholt and Branndon 
Braxton, guard Brandon Walker and cen- 


ter Jon Cooper return as well. 


Junior defensive end Auston English 
comes back after leading the Big 12 with 9.5 
sacks last season, despite missing three games 
late in the year with a fractured ankle. 

English will team up with sophomore 
end Jeremy Beal, who was marvelous in the 
Big 12 championship victory over Missouri, 
to provide a terrific pass-rushing duo. 

But the strength of the defense lies at 
defensive tackle with run-stuffers DeMar- 
cus Granger and Gerald McCoy plugging 
the middle. That starting four forms one 
of the nation’s best defensive lines. 

They'll need to dominate early while the 
defense adjusts to replacing both starting 
cornerbacks, though perhaps that learning 
curve wont be as steep as first thought. 

Sophomore Dominique Franks and ju- 
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SOONERS RECRUITING 2008 


Jermie Calhoun, RB 

‘The top-rated running back in Texas was the prize of the Sooners’ 
recruiting class. Calhoun and fellow East Texan Justin Johnson could 
make the best one-two backfield punch in the league for several 
years 


Rud, Washington, DE 

Bob Stoops loves for his defense to put pressure on quarterbacks, 
and that is Washington's specialty. Washington finished his high 
school career with more than 30 sacks. 


Jameel Owens, WR 

With Malcolm Kelly gone to the NFL, the Sooners will look to incom- 
ing freshmen for depth at the position. Owens, a talented in-state 
product, isthe likely favorite of the new recruits to earn early playing 
time. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Name Pos. Stars HL Wt. Hometown Schoo! 
‘Mike Balogun B ° 62 250 Scranton, PA Lachawanna C.C. 
Rated as the No. 95 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
AR. Bryant iB © 63.228 Garden City, KS Garten City C.C. 
Rated as the No. 34 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 
Jermie Calhoun =—RB © 60 210 Van, Van 


Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 running back... Parade All-American. 


Danie! Franklin iB ° 6-2 210 ML Alry, GA ‘Habersham Central 
Rated as the No. 27 overall prospect In Georgia by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's 
No, 24 inside linebacker. 


‘Stephen Good OL 
Rivals100 selection. ..Rat 
No, 7 offensive tackle. 


© 66 300 Pars, 
No. 3 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation's 


Ben Habem 1 000 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as tl 
No. 3 center... Parade All-American, 


° 6-3 270 Arle, LUerty Cristian Schoo! 
ie No, 22 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 


dames Hanna tr © — 65 216 Flower Mound, TX Flower Mound 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 32 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 tight end. 


ATH o 6&2 179 Gilmer, TX Gilmer 
Rated as the No. 35 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 26 athlete. 


Joseph ibioye 0B © 62 195 Garland, South Garand 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 4 safety 


dosh Jarhoe WR 
Rivals100 selection. 
No. 10 wide receiver. 


© — 63195 Ellenwood, GA 


No. 5 prospect in Georgi: 


‘Justin Johnson Bo ° G1 210 Gilmer, TX 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 14 outside linebacker. 


rivals.com 


Commitments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Casey Walker, OT 

Walker played alongside blue-chip 
defensive end Chancey Aghayere 
(an LSU signee) at Garland (Texas) 
High the past two years. Even though 
he's more blue-collar than blue-chip, 
Walker was the more productive of the 


National Rank: 6 


2009 NEEDS 


Receivers, linebackers and defensive ends 


BIG 12:1 


two. will be the biggest focus for OU's coaching 
staff during recruiting. The receiver spot 
becomes particularly interesting with the 
uncertainty surrounding 2008. 

Name Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 

Landy Jones [r) 6-4 224 Ares, NM Aas 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in New Mexico...Rated as the 
nation's No. 6 pro-style quarterback... Parade All-American. 


65 238 Houston, TX ‘Strake Jesult 
prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s: 
No. 16 strongside defensive end, 


Stacey McGee BT ©COOO = G5 255 Muskogee, OK Muskogee 
Rivals100 selection... Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Oklahoma....Rated as the nation's 
No. 8 defensive tackle 


Dejuan Miller WR O © — 6-6 207 Metuchen, Nd Metuchen 
Rivals260 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in New Jersey...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 32 wide receiver, 


Britt Mitchell ao 68 315 Roscoe, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 68 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Jameel Owens wR O 63 210 Muskogee, OK Muskogee 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Oklahoma. Rated as the nation's 
No. 8 wide receiver... Parade All-American. 


David Sims BB OOO 5-11 200 Oroville, CA 
Rated as the No. 60 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Butte €.0, 


Casey Walker To Garland, TX Garland 
Rated as the No. 95 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation's 
No. 56 defensive tackle. 


RJ. Washington &oO © 63 245 Keller, ™ Fossil Ridge 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation's 
No. 1 weakside defensive end... Parade All-American. 


‘ress Way Ko 62 190 Tulsa, OK Union 
Rated as the No. 17 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 17 kicker. 
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SOONERS SPRING ROSTER 
a rs = == = = = 


Nawe 


‘_FRAWE ALEXANDER DE 64259 Fe 2 
6 WYAVAUGOOD «TE 63235 é 
7 DAVD ANDERSON DE 65219‘ 
MIME BALOGUN LB 6-2_250__Sr__—Upper Maboro, MD. §2_TOLA IMOH 
‘JEREMY BEAL 1h 62262 So Gonolton, TE 25 _SUSTINJORNSH 
97 _CORY BENET Dr 62 276 St Sumani 55 
2 SRETT BOWERS OB 61199 “heksonle Ly MANUEL JOHNSON 
12_ AUSTIN BOX Be Eid LANDRY JOM 
14 SANBRADFORD B64 208 So Deaboma Cy aD 
70 CORY BRANDGH L677 08 So Cocana Tk MaKE KwALL 
76 BRANDON BRAKTON OL__65 318 _Sr____‘Yourgetown, OH TRANS LEWIS i ee cen Sar ae 
616, READ are ae Woman Fy PAL LOADWOL a as feat Oe 
35 SHIRDEILL BREATHE DB 61208 Je White. S55 payee nacow ee 
29 _ CHRIS BRON 510196 ae Meanie nse MADD a ‘aa 
36_ ZACH BRON DB 510165 80 Boe JOHN MARE a aes = 
5 RYAN BROYLES wa 510 175 feet nga Gr Be = = 
2, BRYANT we m0 sup. GA atic ae = me 
@ wee aUCHANN FR saa Oeaboma yea bain 6 
OOM DUMPUS OE 63 aii fr Muskogee Te aE Ws == 
008 im _ uchnoed. 
ae ae Remon VA Gy MITT NIHR OL Bi Yoxoe, TE 
JEM CALHOUN B62 Wheeler. 7 
a J z = XZ » mm MON 6d Mesquite, 
ny ara Dalla Tk 
37 MATTHEW MORELAND E61 209A Tia 
20 QUINTON CARTER D861 197 Las Vega 
a ee Tic, Tk 
QUENTIN CHANEY WR 6-4 208 St Tulsa 
7 DEMARCO MURRAY KB Tas Wega. 
i4_MATT CLAP ma mx Phoena, AL 
3 2OWATHAN NELSON DB Mail, Th 
22 KEOUMCLATTON LB 6-1_220__3e__Sulphur Springs. TE 
Kem chon oe fel ML 
27 STEVEN om Wa 62200 ft Widlund TK 
20H NO @ ones Cy 
Kor COOKE Oo 64 32h Enid 
UMELOWNS WE 63 200i Musogee 
5020" coorER are a Fort Colina. (0 
SD _MANDEPROCE DB StS Tua 
44 BRANDON CROW UB ta? Comanche 
95 ALaw DANS E62 28S Calley, Tx 22_SAM MROCTOR 2s es 
7 TOME TE 6a 6 rade 
14 SEAUIDWARDS DMS 156 Magnola, AR ae at — 
Ws BRODY LORIDGE TE 4260 Lagygnens — —_-RANREMONDS _B_ 62 ee as 
23 AUTON ENGLISH —_DE_63__243 Oe pears pA he ieee. 0. 
391A FERGUSON DA 58 180 So Moore __22_LAMONT ROBINSON _LB_6-1_ 226 Sten. 10 
12 JAMULL FLEMING OB -11_186 ft Alagoas) (2: ADMN meen 2 511 sas Fol. 
DANIEL FRANKLIN LB 63220 Mount Ary. Gq $2_DEREL SHAW iets Seal Soto 
15 DOMINIQUE FRAMES D811 190 _ So Tan 4 BRAN STIS 4 alegh. WC 
STEPHEN 6000 6s 305 as pee a, E Ssisecrile 
35 _ DEREK GOVE 34 18 So Corolon. tx «BUSY SHIT 2 Peake 1 
96 DEMARCUS GRANGER OT 62315 Je Dal Tx 59_DONALD STEPHENSON OL_ 65 Bloe Sings MO 
28 _JERMAINE GRESHAM TE 65 264 Aidnore = 37_HMMYSTEVENS 5-5 Ohshoma iy 
EN HABER a 6 2% ‘gy. —«30_TYLERSTRADFORD _WR_& Dien Ores. LA 
15 0 MALZLE G62 19) St Mumtington each, ca—S6_ADRANTAYUOR _DE_63 Marabeld 
13, MANILTON WR S11 10 Mounds — 62 ADRON TROLL WR_—633 inving, Th 
JAMES HANA TE 65 25 Power Mound tx = 4S TURMIRTHOUP LB Mooman. 
_UASON HAAN OL 6129) Warhachie Te 73 BRANDON WALKER OL_6-3 Detroit MI 
LAVAR HARRIS DB 62180 Giles CASEYWALKER DL Gufand, 1 
Nac HAKRIS 63 aS ‘Nenana, Ub RIWASHONGTN DE 6-4 Feet Wort 
3_ ARRON HAYES Bi wt TRESS Wat a: Thea 
12 _MICHAKLHAYES DBS 178 So _caRTER wasn rn Shawnee 
1 LBOY HOLMES DB 61183 alan TK —«78_ALEXWLIAMS———OL_—5S_505 ew Gens LA 
39 _RASHAD HUTCHNS WR $0180 Fe Howton Th © 98_SOHWILLAMS DE s Houston, Tk 
OSE IRMLOYE BGA t0S Guland TK = 71_THEMTWILLIAMS OLS Lengren. TE 
9 WAQUIN IGLESIAS WR 6220 St Kile COREY WILSON moe ws Cooter, TE 


Tackles: C 
Interceptions: [ 
Sacks: 

Tackes for loss: 


Att Gain Loss 
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he injury bug bit the Sooners so hard during 

the spring, not even defensive coordinator 
Brent Venables was spared. 

Venables tore a ligament in his knee just a 
couple of days before Oklahoma's first open 
scrimmage. 

He was far from alone. 

At one point during the spring, the Sooners 
were without as many as 13 key contributors 
because of injury. 

The good news? 

Every injured player, and coach, is expected 
to be healthy before practices begin in the fall. 

‘© Few schools were hit harder with early entry 
to the NFL Draft. 

The Sooners are replacing wide receiver 
Malcolm Kelly, second on the school’s all-time 
list for career touchdowns; linebacker Curtis 
Lofton, the Big 12 Defensive Player of the Year; 
and all-conference cornerback Reggie Smith, 

All three players were taken in the first three 
rounds of the draft. 

Quentin Chaney filled in for an injured Kelly 
during the Fiesta Bowl and was the offense'’s 
most effective player, catching four passes for 
129 yards and a touchdown. 

Ryan Reynolds will slide over to middle line~ 
backer from the outside to replace Lofton. 
Reynolds, who has been slowed by two knee 
surgeries the past two years, should benefit from 
a move to the middle, where his run-stopping 
skills will be accentuated and where he won't be 
such a liability in pass defense. 

The defensive backfield doesn’t appear to be 
missing a beat with Brian Jackson replacing 
Smith. After just one spring practice, Coach Bob 
Stoops declared that “Jackson got his hands on 
more balls than maybe any corner we've had in 
the past six or seven years.” 

* New wide receivers coach Jay Norvell is 
back with Stoops, again. 

Norvell, who was UCLA's offensive coordinator 
last season, replaces Kevin Sumlin, hired by 
Houston to be its head coach, 

This isn’t Norvell’s first stint as a Sooner. 
Norvell was OU's wide receivers coach in 2002. 
But he stayed only a month, opting to become 
the tight ends coach for the Oakland Raiders. 

This time, Norvell said he plans to stay in 
Norman a little longer. 

“I broke my record already,” said Norvell, who 
played college football with Stoops at Iowa in 
the early 1980s. “We had a big party.” 


(11-3, 6-2) 
North Texas 78- 
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pensate for the loss of Curtis Lofton, who led 


the team with 157 tackles. More than that, | =" FFE S P(x 
Lofton forced several critical curnovers that me BRIGHTEST 


probably proved to be the difference in OU 
winning the Big 12 championship. 


That onus will be on junior Ryan Reyn- 
‘Not only did Bradford lead 
: the nation in passing effi- 
middle in place of Lofton. Reynolds, who J) ciency Yast season in his 
has had two knee surgeries in as many years, | pst Seat #8 a Santen he 
gi 'y Years, | Yroke the NCAA single-sea- 


should benefit from finally being healthy. son freshman record for 
: : Re ‘tonchdowms passes in a sea- 
He'll have help from new strongside [son with 36. ... Bradford 
leads an offense that returns 
2 nine starters and was fifth 
MVP of the spring. Clayton was OU’s _ | inthe nation in scoring last 
< aie season (42.3 points per game). ... Had eight 
starting strong safety at the beginning of games with at least thee touchdown passes, 
the 2006 season, but was quickly benched _ |) Was 42 of 60 for 475 yards, with four touch- 
R . z downs and no interceptions, in two victories 
after poor tackling during the first couple |) gyer Missouri. 


olds, who moves from the weak side to the 


linebacker Keenan Clayton, the defensive 


of games. Clayton appears to have im- 


proved in that area. 


i Z 3 RB DeMarco Murray 
Talented redshirt freshmen Austin Box In his first career game last 
season, Murray rushed for 


and Travis Lewis will rotate on the weak- | gesom, Muxiay ished for 


side. Junior college transfers Mike Balo- | season-opening win over 
North Texas... Murray 
gun and J.R. Bryant will also compete for) spurred OU to victory over 
Texas with a 63-yard touch- 
down run to give the Sooners 
4 seven-point lead they 
SPECIAL TEAMS never _relinguished. 
Averaged 6.0 yards per carry 


The Sooners face the unenviable task of re-__ J) and fushed! for 13) touchdowns before a_dislo- 
cated kneecap at Texas Tech sidelined him for 


he placing placekicker Garrett Hartley with two | the final three games, ... Missed the spring 


DeMarco Murray freshmen who have never seen the field. eta he nny at te expecta Ta Pee 
= percent by preseason practice. 


playing time on the edge. 


Photo by: John Williamson 


Jimmy Stevens will battle Tress Way for 


the job, though Stoops might choose to pla- 
if fet i DE RJ. Washington 
toon this postion. Stevens (5-5, 155) might | Waste sas og 
be better equipped for shorter field goals, Bob’ Stoops’ 2008 recruiting 
class, was rated the top 
defensive end prospect in 


nior Brian Jackson had excellent springs 


to cushion the blow at cornerback. Their 


play will be crucial in a league loaded with while Way has the bigger leg and could be 


spread offenses. used on long field goals and kickoffs. the mtn, He mas 3 
Veteran senior safeties Nic Harris and Mike Knall returns at punter after beat- Fossil Ridge High School in 


Keller, Texas. ... Washington, 

who holds his high school's 

last season. Knall was third in the Big 12 _ |) records for career sacks and 

sacks in 2 game, will make 

an already strong position even stronger for the 
Sooners. 


Lendy Holmes should help ease some of ing out Michael Cohen midway through 


the transition at corner. 


, shad 7 ja 
Atlinebacker, the Sooners will havetocom- With a 43.7-yard punting average. 


Oklahoma's Winning Trend 1998-2007 
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Player Profile 


Keenan Clayton 


A Second Chance 
At a New Position 


Heading into the 2006 season, Keenan 
Clayton, then a freshman, wowed his team- 
mates with his athleticism and propensity 
for delivering the big hit. 

Clayton was so impressive he beat out 
senior Jason Carter for the starting strong 
safety spot. 

His ascendancy, however, was short- 
lived. 

Two minutes into OU’s second game, 
Washington running back Kenny James ran 
right over Clayton on the way to a 54-yard 
touchdown. Clayton was benched, eventu- 
ally losing his starting job to Carter. 


After standing on the sidelines last 
season, Clayton, now a junior, has finally 
made his way back into the starting lineup, 
this time at a new position — outside line- 
backer. 

Clayton doesn’t plan on surrendering his 
spot in the lineup this go-around. 

“It's a start for a new career because I'm 
at a new position,” he said. “I just want to 
go out there, have fun and play football.” 

During spring practice, Clayton per- 
formed like the player everybody thought 
he‘d be two years ago. He registered a sack 
in the Red-White spring game while play- 
ing nearly every snap for both the first- 
and second-team defenses. 

“He's made really good progress and he 
looks comfortable out there,” coach Bob 
Stoops said. 

Clayton was expected to contribute as 
a reserve safety last season, but coordina- 
tor Brent Venables moved him to outside 
linebacker early in the season. That meant 
Clayton would spend all of last season 
learning a new position from the sidelines. 

“Keenan has hung in there,” Venables 
said. “He's kept an upbeat, positive at- 
titude and he understands now what he’s 
supposed to do.” 

Clayton’s development will be a huge 
key for a defense that is replacing its best 
player in middle linebacker Curtis Lofton, 
who skipped his senior year to enter the 
NFL Draft. 

With Ryan Reynolds shifting to the mid- 
dle in place of Lofton, the Sooners have 
almost no experience returning at outside 
linebacker. 

If Clayton can man the strongside, Ve- 
nables will be able to rotate talented red- 
shirt freshmen Austin Box and Travis Lewis 
on the weak side. 

That will also prevent OU from relying 
solely on junior college transfers Mike Ba- 
logun and J.R. Bryant. 

“T made a big jump from where I was to 
where I am now, but I still have a long way 
to go,” Clayton said. “I was kind of blind- 
sided by the switch, but Coach Venables 
knows what he’s doing. I feel real natural 
at linebacker.” 


Manuel Johnson, Ryan Broyles, Juaquin 
Iglesias, DeMarco Murray and Domi- 
nique Franks are expected to share time 
returning kicks. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


There's no monster game on the pre- 
conference schedule, but the Sooners’ trek 
outside of league play won't be a cakewalk. 

OU has home games against Cincinnati, 
which is coming off a 10-win season, and 
Texas Christian, which nearly knocked off 
Texas last year. OU also travels to Wash- 
ington, and Pac-10 sites haven't been kind 
to the Sooners in recent years. 

The Big 12 schedule shapes up nicely, 
with Missouri not on the slate. 

After the always-big showdown with 
Texas, the Sooners’ two toughest oppo- 
nents — Kansas and Texas Tech — come 
to Norman, where OU has been domi- 
nant in the past two years. 

Road trips to Texas A&M and Okla- 
homa State, who both traditionally play 
OU tough at home, could reveal wheth- 
er the Sooners are national-champion- 
ship material. 

— Jake Trotter 


SCHEDULE 
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A Whole Lot of Green 


m@ADVANTAGE 


RENT A CAR® 


We're proud to be the first major 
rental car company committed to 
going 100% green. By 2010, with 
the help of our vehicle providers, 
we'll offer a completely fuel 
efficient fleet, consistent with our 
pledge to protect the environment 
with each and every rental. 


Green doesn’t just describe our 
commitment to the environment. 
It’s also part of our drive to 
provide better value. Whether you 
need a car, truck or SUV, you’re 
sure to find it for less than you’d 
expect. For best savings, always 
reserve using code 406054-FSC. 


800-777-5500 ¢ advantage.com 
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“OKLAHOMA STATE 


Offense Still Great ... 


uN" Oklahoma State, it’s all about the 
offense. 

‘Two years ago, the Cowboys were one 
of just four teams nationally to average 
more than 200 yards passing and 200 
yards rushing. Last year, OSU produced a 
perfect balance of 3,161 yards passing and 
3,161 yards rushing. 

But if the Cowboys are going to take 
that next step — if they're ever going to 
do better than the back-to-back 7-6 cam- 
paigns they've recorded during their two 
years of dynamic offense — it will be up 
to the defense to make the jump. 

The Cowboys gained at least 432 yards 
in five games in 2007, but the defense 
gave up more. Despite huge offensive 
performances against Troy, Texas Tech, 
Kansas State, Texas and Kansas, in which 
OSU averaged 523 yards per game, the 
Cowboy defense was shredded for an av- 
erage of 585 yards. 

Three of those games turned into bit- 
ter defeats. Imagine how good Oklahoma 
State might have been in 2007 with a 
defense that played merely below average 
instead of atrocious. 

And this isn't about just fixing what 
went wrong last year. Since 2002, OSU’s 
best ranking in total defense is 74th. 

In three seasons with former offensive 
coordinator Mike Gundy as head coach, 
O-State’s defense has been ranked 95th, 
89th and 101st a year ago under first-year 
coordinator Tim Beckman. 

“We're getting there,” Beckman said 
during the spring. 

One way Beckman and Gundy are try- 
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Now, What About the D? 


ing to get there faster is by raiding junior 
college talent at a higher rate. 

Five new junior college defenders par- 
ticipated in spring practice, and a sixth 
will report in the fall. All are expected to 
compete for playing time, some in a start- 
ing role, 

‘There were positive signs in the spring. 
In the Orange-White Game, the first- 
team defense allowed 251 yards and 3.8 
yards per play. By comparison, the offense 
in the 2007 spring game averaged 6.8 
yards per play. 

“We're better on defense from a depth 
standpoint, from a maturity standpoint 
and we're more athletic than we have 
been,” Gundy said. “Our guys under- 
stand the system and are moving around 
better.” 

Said Beckman, 
bought into the system and I'm proud 


“These guys have 


of the way they are working and playing 
hard. We need to continue to work on the 
basics of football — staying in position, 
tackling and shedding blockers. Those 
things have to get better. That’s the game 
of football. 

“I do see us doing things better than in 
the past, but we still need to have marked 
improvement.” 


OFFENSE 


No offense in the history of college 
football was more balanced than Oklaho- 
ma State in 2007. The Cowboys averaged 
243 yards per game on the ground and 
243 yards per game through the air. 

Credit that balance to ex-offensive 
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Kendall Hunter Photo by Nick Doan/icon SMI 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 243.2 ypg rushing (1st in ig 12/8th in NCAA), 243.2 ypu passing (Sth46th), 488.4 ypg total offense (37th, 24.6 ppg (7h/22nd) 


COMMENT 


0B Zac Robinson” Jt. One of the most talented run-pass QBs in the nation. _Alex Cate, So. 
RB Kendall Hunter So, Played big as a backup, but can he be the man? Keith Toston, Jr. 
WR Dez Bryant* So. Great explosion and agility; still improving consistency. Jeremy Broadway, Jr. 
WR Damian Davis So. __Unproven (two catches in'07), but eager tolearn, Josh Cooper, Fr. 
WR _DeMarous Conner Jr Squadman who had a productive spring, Hubert Anyiam, Fr. 
TE Brandon Pettigrew* Sr____One of the nation’s best run-pass tight end prospects. Wilson Youman, Fr. 
UT __Russell Okung" Jt, Been-a member of the starting lineup since ‘06, Trent Perkins, So, 
LG Michael Booker So. Hasn't played, so needs to come on fast. Jonathan Rush, Fr. 
David Washington Sr.___Former starter was lost to injury three games into ‘07. Andrew Lewis, Jr.* 
RG__ Steve Denning’ St. Started last nine games at RG after Washington's injury. Noah Franklin, Jr. 
(RT__ Brady Bond* Jr. Missed time in '06, but has started since frosh year. Andrew Mitchel, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


‘2007 stats: 155.8 yng rushing (Bth in Big 12/56th In NCAA), 267.2 ypg passing (12th/112th), 449.0 ypg total defense (1tn/101s1), 28.5 ppg (Bth/7Bth) 


Ugo Chinasa Si.__Has ideal size (6:6, 250) but needs experience, Richtti Jones, Fr. 
OT __Jeray Chatham* Sr___Affer two years as backup, became steady starter in'07. Tonga Tea Jr, St. 


coordinator Larry Fedora’s no-huddle, 


Zone-Read spread attack, and the flour- 
ishing skills of dual-threat quarterback 
Zac Robinson, 

But while Robinson is back for his 
junior season, Fedora is gone, now head 
coach at Southern Mississippi. In Fe- 
dora’s place is a play-calling consortium 
of Gundy, wide receiver coach and co- 
offensive coordinator Gunter Brewer 
and new co-coordinator Trooper Taylor, 
who changes shades of orange by moving 
from Tennessee. 

Robinson set a school record for single- 
season total offense (3,671 yards) and 
single-game total offense (486) — despite 
not taking over the job until the third 
game of the season, replacing the now- 
transferred Bobby Reid. 
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DT___Quencey Patrick: So. Played only a backup role last year (eight tackles), Shane Jarka, So, 

DE Derek Burton. Jp AS top backup (two starts), made 3.5 sacks in'07,__ Jame Blatnick, Fr, 

LB Andre Sexton* Jt Ex+freshman All-American polsed for breakout year, _Deron Fontenot, Fr. 

LB Orie Lemon. Ji Good spring, but competition is strong here. Justin Gent, So. 

LB Patrick Lavine” sf, ___Leading returning tackler (81) and D's best leader, __Seb Clements, St 
CB__Perrish Cox* Jr___The speedy Cox should be able to hold on to job, Terrance Anderson, Jf. 

0B Jacob Lacey* Sr.__ Three picks vs. Texas showed he's come of age, ArDarius Thompson, Jr, 

SS__ Ricky Price® Sr___After switching from WR, ranked third with 78 tackles. T.J, Bell, St. 

FS Quinton Moore. Sr__ Sixth on team with 58 tackles despite just five starts, Lucien Antoine, J, | 
“Returning Starter 


Robinson, a junior, showed his savvy 
and toughness by rushing for 847 yards 
and nine touchdowns. But he isn’t your 
typical run-pass QB. He can actually pass. 
He ranked 12th nationally in passing ef- 
ficiency and torched Texas for a school- 
record 430 yards through the air. 

Four full-time starters are back on the 
line, along with talented tight end Bran- 
don Pettigrew. 

Kendall Hunter was nearly sensational 
as a freshman running back, gaining 833 
yards of total offense as a backup. Now 
the job is his, although at 5-8, 180, he's 
probably not big enough to carry the load 
by himself. 

Junior Keith Toston (812 rushing yards 
in two seasons) can help if he can limit 
the fumbles. Watch out for junior college 


transfer Beau Johnson, who had 288 yards 
and four touchdowns in the junior college 
title game. He picked up things quickly in 
the spring. 

With big-play wideout Adarius Bow- 
man gone, the Cowboys need another 
receiver to develop alongside Dez Bryant, 
who made 43 catches for 622 yards and 
six touchdowns as a freshman, 


DEFENSE 


Coordinator Tim Beckman’s first sea- 
son started with promise, but quickly 
became disjointed when his unit gave up 
562 yards to Troy in Week Three and 718 
yards to Texas Tech in Week Four. 

Things improved immediately after- 
ward, but the Cowboys later allowed 
more than 500 yards in three consecutive 
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ego? amen) Lucien Antoine, S 

— Antoine is the least-experienced newcomer after moving from Haiti, 
but he showed in spring practice that he is a force. His nickname, 
=| “The Punisher,” is appropriate for the head-hunting safety. 


ACT 


Swanson Miller, DT 

Miller adds size to OSU's smallish interior defensive line, which aver- 
aged 280 pounds last season, After spring drils, it was apparent that 
Miller is ready to be in the tackle rotation. Given a solid summer of 
conditioning, he easily could be ready to start by September. 


Beau Johnson, RB 

Johnson was viewed as a competent replacement for Dantrell Savage 
and proved as much in spring drills. Not as shifty as Savage or 
sophomore Kendall Hunter, Johnson brings more of a power element 
to the Cowboys" rushing attack. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMI 


Name Pos. Stars Ht. Wt Hometown School 
Isaiah Anderson = WR. 6-0 175 Wichita Falls, 1X ‘Wichita Falls: 
Chose Oklahoma State over Nebraska, North Texas, New Mexico and Rice. 

‘Lucien Antoine BB OOO 6-2 210 Fort Scott, KS. Fort Scott ¢.¢, 
Rated as the No, 82 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com, 

Cooper Bassett TE 000 6-5 235 Tuttle, O Tuttle 


Rated as the No. 7 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation’s 
No, 22 tight end, 


dustin Blackmon = WR OOO 6-2 190 Ardmore, OK Plainview 
Rated as the No. 10 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 91 wide receiver. 


Donald Booker B ooo 60 220 Corsicana, 1X Navarro J, 
Rated as the No. 65 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com, 

Brodrick Brown = DB © OO 58 165. Spring, 1X Westfield 
Chose Oklahoma State over UTEP. 

Dejuan Davis 1 oo 6-4 205 Fort Worth, TX Crowley 
First-team all-state selection, 

Chris Donaldson = OT OOO 63 280 Coffeyville, KS Cofleyville C.0. 
Played high school ball in South Carolina, 

Alfred Dupree B ooo 62 209 Dallas, TX ‘Siyline 


Rated as the No, 82 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 51 outside linebacker. 


Jeremy Gray DE COO 6-7 240. Sherman, TX Sherman 
Rated as the nation’s No, 49 strongside defensive end, 

Maurice Gray DB OOOO 5-10 180 El Dorado, KS Butler County C.C. 
Rated as the No, 28 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 

Patrick Hoog 1 000 64 293 Castroville, TX ‘Medina Valley 


Rated as the No. 97 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation's 
No, 38 offensive guard 


dustin Horton Tr ooo 4 ‘Henderson, TX Henderson 
Rated as the No, 87 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 36 tight end. 


Beau Johnson RB O©OGO = 511 210 El Dorado, KS 
Rated as the No. 24 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Butler County C.C. 


& Committments 

a Average Stars 

= 60006 
uu 

& 

dustin Blackmon, WR 


Blackmon emerged late in the recruit- 
ing process with a strong senior sea- 
son. He should get an opportunity to 
earn immediate playing time. He could 
emerge as a nice complement to soph- 
omore star Dez Bryant, 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 26 


BIG 12:6 
2009 NEEDS 


The junior college-heavy class in 2008 likely 
jump-started the effort, but the Cowboys 
must continue to add talent across the board 
on defense. Corners and defensive tackles 
are a must-have. On offense, Oklahoma 
State needs to find a top-notch quarterback. 


HL Wt. Hometown School 


Victor Johnson 6&0 170 Waco, 1X Waco 
Rated as the No, 40 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com.,.Rated as the nation's 
No, 20 safety. 


Markelle Martin = DB © — 6-1 180 Wichita Falls, TX Rider 
Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s No. 
15 safety. 


‘Swanson Miller oT © — 64 330 El Dorado, KS Butler County C.¢. 
Rated as the No. 26 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 

Travis Miller BOO S411 185 Martin, TH Martin 
‘Two-time all-district selection. 

Andrew Mitchell = OL © @ 65 300 Ephraim, UT Snow College 
Former high school tight end. 

Tolu Moala 1B ooo 6-1 230 Torrance, CA El Camino 6.0, 
Chose Oklahoma State over BYU. 

Jamal Mosley tr ° 6-4 228 Memphis, TN Kingsbury 
Selected Oklahoma State over Ole Miss. 

‘Nigel Nicholas Tr oO 6-3 207 Rossville, GA Ridgeland 


Rated as the No. 49 overall prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 29 tight end, 


‘Jeremiah Price OE ° G4 245 Ellisville, MS Jones Couty J.C, 
Had 52 total tackles and 10 sacks in 2007. 
‘Adrian Richan’s = WR ° 6-4 187 Mesquite, TX Mesquite 


Rated as the No, 63 overall prospect in Texas by/ Rivals.com. Rated as the nation's 
No. 64 wide receiver. 


Quinn Shar K ° 6-1 185 Mansfield, 1X Mansfield Summit 
Rated as the nation’s No. 1 kicker by Rivals.com. 
‘Kye Staley MH ©OOO — 60 215 Guthrie, OK Guthrie 


Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Oklahoma...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 43 athlete, 


Lane Taylor 1 oo 62 297 Arlington, TX Martin 
Chose Oklahoma Sate over Kansas, New Mexico, Colorado State, UNLV, Utah, North 
‘Texas, SMU and Louisiana-Monroe. 


Johnny Thomas = DB OOO 6-0 173. Texas City, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 58 safety by Rivals.com. 


Texas City 
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uper booster Boone Pickens’ dollars are hard 
‘at work. 


—— ae 2 SS eee When phase three of the stadium project 
nue Si Fee 2 HANES BE _teren k which eae in 2003 — is complete, Roethan 
3 man atergi i 2h walk Ce sate. | $280 million will have been spent, all starting 
21 WCE ATONE 086205 ong LS) RUHETTIOOWES DEG de atsz tt | with Pickens’ original donation of $20 million. 
4 HURERT Aw 64S Gain hk COSTAR id earls is awe $163 million to kick-start 
%5_paraaee Ik 1% iach a rscaecee S—is ied ~ a uuston ™ | offices, which cost some $185 million, will be 
Baa we Des REN LONE Ls 85_ tai c&_ | complete in 2009 and raise capacity from 44,700 
So_AMIELATNCK —OE_63_250_ China. TE 61 ORELENON 1B 61 20 x Boston TE to Svea Fan Cana wii 
ARE se ae ce eS sto. || receiver Artell Woods sustained 2 spine injury 
16 MCRAE, poormR _ok_63_218_ 6. Fie 99 SRNUNUS_M_62_™ 3 Gustto tt | while lifting weights, missing all of the season. 
7 m0 pws ws) mx Tonks 35 _‘WATHESLONG IB 61165 So esa TE Trainers say he'll be available for the Aug. 30 
99 BRIN BOWLING TE 63260 St Tonia 73 STEMI MALONE kG F Morth 1 Opener against Washington State in Seattle. He 
— ae wes aes wus sivas nT wksna me | didn't participate in contact drills during the 

Sen ee spring but ran near full speed. 
1 ona mea mw Whine 75 KW __ tgs ee Fone * Assistant head coach/running backs coach 
%8_brweewurton oe 65265 Nesowe 9) SUASON MLR OLGA 300 aucun | Curtis Luper, and passing game coordinator/ 
17_Ton Bost we oft Tec 77 ANDREW MITCHELL OLS OS ocean tight ends coach Doug Meacham, got salary 
38 GRAYSON BUSTER F/R 61 tt Cawfon TX 8 ADRAN MOORE «DB G1200 Foe Bal, AB pu fd $80,000, raising their earnings to 
SUA Tae: ES LT et a ae Co-offensive coordinator/quarterbacks coach 
96 _JERAY CHATHAM a ed Houston. T 26 _ TODD NELSON wh 62m os Edmond Gunter Brewer got a $50,000 raise to $228,000. 
Pe Mane cHUSTOT OL 61405 Masi 76 RUSSMLOMNG OLS tO asain | Running game coordinator/offensive line coach 
$1 _WOCKIUSA DE 66250 So _—ichunon TX © 94_QUEMEY PCR M6375 So——_—Caumban GA soe nes M0 GOp Anecteese: palts leh: a 
3. mapos uss ee 1 TPES __65_wo_ so nice New co-offensive coordinator/wide receivers 
5 NOHNNIE COCKRELL DB Gt 200 Nichols Wills «87 BRANDON PETTIGREW TE 64240 Sr ee coach Trooper Taylor improved his Tennessee 
2 WANE ATH 6175S CLT? UME EEL Colina Ss aay by Fe eat eh theta Cans Ne 
sociate head coach/special - 
eS a ee ee ss Sewer FE tor/safeties coach Joe DeForest ($319,000) and 
5 osncooree wk s.t8_ ste Metin. sats cuaneta 18 01 29 Senin ™ | defensive coordinator/linebackers Tim Beckman 
M6 rinusicor os 1100 Wack 2 MICRA OBERTS RS 510195 twon.ot | — ($303,000) did not receive raises for the 2008 
Mo TACK cHSSOP owt B00 Pe ee ee ee Linton co | Season. 

aia mie arias aint Me See a moet Most of the staff has three-year contracts, 
a a ee Ps es ® ‘Sate while newcomers Taylor, Jason Jones (from 
Tulsa; $153,000) and Glenn Spencer (from 

© SHVEDONNG —_OL_65 295 St _—sSoubuwen MS) ANDRESS 280 iswtont | — uke; $188,000) are on two-year contracts. 
1 tacnceey 6 h 1S _vunonsomuasry m_53_ 200 So Ta s eat scales Gundy in December 
in extension season. 
autem SB pak eh tate | pay in 2008 fs 81.053 milion, up from lst 
eo BMS Teas ___¢i_w_ z. year's figure of $953,000. Terms of his new con- 


18 _ MATT FODGE P61 vs tract call for an annual $100,000 raise. 


* In addition to missing spring practice with 
a finger injury, tight end Brandon Pettigrew, an 
All-Big 12 candidate, was arrested Jan, 20 when 
he allegedly refused to leave the scene of an 
altercation (a misdemeanor) and elbowed 
a police officer (a felony). 

He pleaded not guilty to both and went into 
the summer facing the possibility of up to five 
years in prison if convicted of the felony. 


2% perow rowrBir $510 200 
77 NOAH FRANKLY __OL_6-5_310 
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COWBOYS 


wea 


Perrish Cox 


games. They again finished the season 


ranked among the nation’s worst defenses 
(101st overall, 112th against the pass). 
OSU signed six junior college defend- 
ers to try to stop the bleeding, bur that 
can be a precarious fix. With just six start- 
ets back, the rebuilding continues. 
Spring showed that the pieces in place 


are faster and more athletic than last year, 
and those who return have a better grasp 
of Beckman’s scheme. 

On the line, only tackle Jeray Chatham 
returns in a starting role. Tonga Tea Jr., 
a junior college All-American who had 
a disappointing 2007, is hoping his off- 
season was productive enough to carn 
him a starting role in "08. 

Despite a bunch of experience last season, 
the line was a problem area, particularly in 
putting pressure on opposing quarterbacks. 
‘That seemed to improve in the spring. 

“Twas real excited to watch the defense 
— to watch some of those young guys 
get pressure on the quarterbacks,” Gundy 
said after the spring game. “It was nice to 
see that. We haven't had that in a couple 
of years here.” 

Junior linebacker Patrick Lavine is the top 
returning tackler (81 in 2007, 70 in 2006), 
but will have newcomers around him. 

Andre Sexton, a safety the previous two 
seasons, is in line for the linebacker-safe- 
ty hybrid, called “star.” He had a strong 
spring. Perrish Cox and two-year starter 
Jacob Lacey are back at cornerback, and 
former wideout Ricky Price looked good 
in the spring after moving from free safety 


to strong safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


In part-time duty last season, Dan Bai- 
ley made two of four field goal tries and 
all 20 PATs. He has a powerful leg, bue 
spent the offseason honing his accuracy. 
He will be the full-time kicker this fall. 

Matt Fodge was one of the Big 12's best 


Oklahoma State's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


QB-2ac Robinson 
Set a school record for 
total offense with 3,671 
yards despite not taking 
‘over the job until the third 
game. .., Set school records 
for total offense in a game 
(486) and passing yards ina 
game (430) against Texas. 
Ranked 91st in the nation in 
mushing (65.2 ypg) and 12th 
nationally. in passing effi- F 
ciency (148.98). ... His 847 rushing yards in ‘07 
is the highest total by an OSU OB. ... His 2,824 


ppassing yards rank second in school history, 


WR Dez. 
With primary receiver 
Adarius Bowman sustaining 
a second-quarter injury ver- 
sus Kansas, Bryant emerged 
with an OSU freshman record 
455 yards receiving and. a 
touchdown... Earned 
Freshman. All-America hon- 
ors after catching 43 passes 
for 622 yards and six touch- 
dows. .., Played best in big 
games: four catches, 79) yards vs, Texas; five 
receptions for 69 yards against Oklahoma; nine 
receptions for 117 yards and two TDs in Insight 
Bowl victory over Indiana. 


RB Beau Johnson 
Johnson showed a rare 
aptitude for picking up the 
offense during the spring. 
He can't be counted out, 
although the Cowboys seem 
set at the position with tal- 
ented sophomore Kendall 
Hunter back from a strong 
freshman season as the 
backup, and hard-ranning 
senior Keith Toston in the 
mix, ... Johnson, from Butler County Community 
College, was MVP of the junior college national 
championship game with 288 yards and four TDs, 
«»» Ran for 1,756 yards and 19 TDs last year. 
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Player Profile 


Zac Robinson 


No Controversy: 
QB Job All Set 


Oklahoma State football is in different 
hands now. 

Zac Robinson's hands. 

Two games into 2007, Robinson was just 
another backup, a role player, a talented 
dual-threat quarterback stuck on the 
bench behind mercurial Bobby Reid. 

But in Week Three, Reid was benched, 
Robinson stepped in, set some records, 
won some games ... and Reid transferred. 

Now OSU's high-powered offense rests 
solely with Robinson. 

“It's definitely a lot easier on me,” 
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Robinson told The Oklahoman during spring 
practice. “I can focus on just improving as 
a player, accepting the leadership role and 
just kind of going with it.” 

It’s that leadership, suggests head coach 
Mike Gundy, where Robinson has improved 
the most. That’s also the area where he is 
needed the most. 

“With the guys we have on offense, 
they're going to move the ball a lot,” Gundy 
said. “Don't forget that we're still a young 
team offensively. But Zac keeps them to- 
gether because he is the leader.” 

In starting the final 11 games last sea- 
son, Robinson set a school record for total 
offense, amassing 3,671 yards. His pass- 
ing total of 2,824 yards is second-best in 
school history, and his 847 yards rushing is 
tops by a Cowboy quarterback. 

He goes into 2008 with virtually an 
entire season under his belt as the start- 
er, as well as the vital bonding time of 
winter conditioning, spring practice and 
those grinding summer workouts. As 
good as he was in 2007, he should much 
better in ‘08. 

“There is a comfort zone there,” Gundy 
said. 

A comfort zone that wasn’t necessarily 
there with Reid. There were always high 
expectations for the five-star QB from 
Houston, but his performances on the field 
were erratic. It seemed as if there was al- 
ways a faction of players that supported 
Reid and a different faction that supported 
Donovan Woods or Al Pena or Robinson. 

With that divisiveness gone, Robinson 
clearly is the man. 

“Now they know who the guy is,” said 
quarterbacks coach Gunter Brewer. “They 
know Zac's the man and if he says, ‘Hey, let’s 
throw at 1 o'clock on our off day; then you're 
throwing at 1 o'clock on your off day.” 

Said Robinson, “Toward the end of last 
year I felt more comfortable in a leader- 
ship role and became more vocal. I felt it 
became my team. I think that (leadership 
role) will continue to grow this season.” 


punters last season, averaging 42.4 yards 
per punt and dropping more than 25 per- 
cent of his attempts inside the 20. He'll be 
a four-year starter at the position. 

Perrish Cox remains one of the nation’s 
most dangerous return men. He averaged 
11.1 yards on punt returns and 21.5 on 
kickoff returns, That's down from the year 
before, but he still scored a touchdown on 
each and amassed 853 all-purpose yards. 

Deep snapper Zach Allen is also back. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


‘The 2008 season begins with an interest- 
ing challenge — Aug. 30 in Seattle against 
Washington State and new coach Paul 
Walff — and doesn't get any easier from 
there, concluding with the annual Bedlam 
challenge against Oklahoma on Nov. 29. 

In between, the Cowboys travel to 
four sites where they have had virtually 
no success: Oct. 11 at Big 12 runner-up 
Missouri, Oct. 25 at powerhouse Texas, 
Nov. 8 at high-powered Texas Tech, and 
Nov. 15 at up-and-coming Colorado. 

Oklahoma State is 2-16 on the road 
against those foes since Big 12 play began 
in 1996. 

—John Hoover 


SCHEDULE 
vs, Washington State (Seattle 
HOUSTON © 
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Need tickets for your ae. experience? 


* Largest inventory of College Football Tickets. 
* Tickets to all games including Championship & Bowl Games. 
* Best seat locations & prices for all games. 
a, * Since 1990, we're the best place to buy tickets. _ 2 


<a ai 
— TICKETCiTy 
1.800.SOLD.OUT Better Experience Lives Here 


TEXAS 


: 10-3 overall, 5-3 Big 12 (2nd, South) 


‘Mack Brown — At Texas: 103-25, 
10 years; overall: 189-99-1, 24 years 


OB Colt McCoy, WR Quan Cosby, C Chris 
Hall, OT Cedric Dockery, DE Brian Orakpo, 
[ebay ApEn LB Ro 


A solid offensive line and a quicker, stron- 
ger Colt McCoy take the load off newcom- 
ers at running back, tight end and receiv- 
er. The front seven on defense might have 
‘the most talent the Longhorns have had 
in a while, Losses to A&M and: OU last 
year whet their appetite. $ 


TIAL PROBL. 
‘The secondary will be young and inexperi- 
enced. A go-to receiver, dependable tight 
i end and featured back are still question 
“marks, though the talent is there to 
answer those questions, Missouri, Kansas 

and Colorado are back on the schedule. — 


‘RB Jamaal Charles, TE Jermichael Finley, — 
8 ates Griffin, or Frank Okam, 


The Longhorns should have a nee Tun 
t game | -by committee, particularly 


ateaeles having the MAaaebenehiay 
ir billing should ar ce 
time to. develop. 1 ae 


On Another Title Path . 


w exactly, are the Longhorns? 
That seems to be the most ap- 
propriate question to ask as coach Mack 
Brown enters his second decade at Texas. 

Brown needs to make no apologies for 
his record, which includes the 2005 na- 
tional championship. He is the nation’s 
winningest coach over the past 12 years 
(including time at North Carolina), with 
123 victories and an 82 percent winning 
percentage. 

But the Longhorns were a mixed bag 
last season. 

Texas did something it hadn't done be- 
fore in Brown's tenure — follow up a loss 
to Oklahoma in midseason with another 
to Texas ASM at the end of the regular 
season. The Longhorns, who stumbled 
listlessly through the game against the 
Aggies, actually hadn't suffered a double- 
shot from its main rivals since 1993. 

But then the Longhorns finished with 
a dominant Holiday Bowl victory over 
Arizona State, in which they stepped on 
the Sun Devils’ throats and didn't let up 
in a 52-34 rout. That gave Texas its sev- 
enth consecutive season with double-digit 
victories. 

Texas returns plenty of talent, but the 
rest of the league has gotten better in a 
hurry, and Oklahoma is still Oklahoma. 

Can the Longhorns prove the 05 sea- 
son, when Vince Young all but willed 
them to the national title, wasn’t a luke? 
Can they prove that Brown can win 
without the superstar who tilts the play- 
ing field? 

There are reasons to believe. 


. Or Treading Water? 


Colt McCoy has finally grown into his 
role as a run/pass quarterback; the offen- 
sive line has reaped the benefits of last sea- 
son's injury plague by developing depth; 
and the defense has a strong front seven 
and perhaps the most talented — though 
not necessarily the best — linebacking 
unit in Brown's tenure. 

Then there are reasons to scoff. 

The receivers are talented, but except for 
Quan Cosby and a tender Jordan Shipley, 
are very young. The running back spot is 


up for grabs. The secondary ... well, the 


Longhorns are hoping youth isn’t the usu- 
al problem most people think it is. 
As usual, time will tell which direction 


the Longhorns are taking next. 


OFFENSE 


‘The Longhorns lost their top tight end, 


wideout and running back. This is usually 
cause for concern, but we're talking about 
the Longhorns, who like other top pro- 
grams show an uncanny ability to reload 
instead of rebuild. 

The players on the spot are tight end 
Blaine Irby, receivers Brandon Collins 
and Malcolm Williams, and_halfbacks 
Vondrell McGee, Chris Ogbonnaya and 
Foswhitt Whittaker. If they slip in seam- 
lessly, as others have before them, the 
Longhorns might not skip a beat on their 
way to a bid for the national title. 

Job One is getting junior quarterback 
Colt McCoy back on track. He struggled 
in 2007, relative to his freshman year. 

“Tr’s not uncommon for guys who play 
early in their career, in a two-year cycle, 
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that in the first year everything turns to 
gold,” offensive coordinator Greg Davis 
said of McCoy's breakout freshman sea- 
son. “The second year, though, a lot more 
happens.” 

McCoy should be more of a rushing 
threat, and with Jamaal Charles gone, that 
makes defenses have to be more honest on 
their choices of what to look for in the 
Longhorns’ basic zone read play. 

McGee showed he was a hard running, 
between-the-tackles force in the spring, 
but Whittaker, a redshirt freshman, has 
shown he will be a formidable weapon in 
the backfield as well. 

The rash of injuries the line experienced 
last season forced the team to dig into its 
depth, which might turn out to be a huge 
benefit in ’07. Six linemen have starting 


Scouting Report: Offense 


‘2007 stats: 207.5 ypg rushing (Sed in Big 12/17th in NCAA), 255.4 ypg passing (Bth/39th), 462.9 ypg total ofense (613th), 37.2 ppg (Sth/1 4th) 


STARTER COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Colt McCoy” t.___Time to take the keys to the offense. John Chiles, So. 
RB__Vondrell McGee So. __ Jamaal Charles leaves big shoes to fill, Chris Ogbonnaya, Sr. 
FB Antwan Cobb So.__Notalot of touches in this offense, Cody Johnson, Fr. 
WR Quan Cosby" St.__ No doubt as to who is the go-to receiver. Malcolm Williams, Fr. 
WR Jordan Shipley* Sr.___ When healthy, Shipley can produce. Brandon Collins, So. 
TE _ Blaine Irby So.__Nextin line of big-play producers at TE. Peter Ullman, Sr. 
RT__Kyle Hix So.___Benefited from being thrown in the fire. ‘Aundre MoGaskey, Fr. 
RG Cedric Dockery* Sr. Big potential; injuries have held him back. Michael Huey, So 
C_Ghris Hall* Jt Jack ofall trades finds his true home, Buck Burnette, So. 
LG Charlie Tanner” dr, Steady; should be solid with experience, Britt Mitchell, So. 
UT__Adam Ulatoski* ur. Finally healthy, should stand out. Tray Allen, So 


Scouting Report: Defense 


‘2007 stats: 83.4 ypg rushing (1st in Big 12/6th NCAA), 277.8 ypg passing (10tW109th), 371.2 ypg total detense (4t/S2nd), 25.3 ppg (6th/45th) 


DE Brian Orakpo” Sr. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Has the talent for a breakout season. Edie Jones, So. 
DT___Roy Miller Sr___Nextin line on legacy of great DTs. ‘Aaron Lewis, Sr." 
OT___Lamarr Houston” Jp. Size (275 pounds) may bea concem inside. Ben Alexander. Jf. 
DE Henry Melton St.__Former fullback finally finds a home. Sam Acho, So. 
LB Sergio Kindle Jr__Time for phenom to show his stuff. Keenan Robinson, Fr. 
LB Rashad Bobino* Sr___Penchant for personal fouls a minus, Jared Norton, Jt. 
LB Roddrick Muckelroy uf Shows signs of being dominant. Dustin Earnest, So. 
B Ryan Palmer* Sr___Needs to be a shutdown comer. Curtis Brown, So. 
CB__Deon Beasley Jt. Must step up in young secondary. Chykie Brown, So, 
S___Earl Thomas Fr___ Youth has to develop quickly here. Christian Scott, Fr. 
S__Ishie Oduegwu, Jf___Needs to play the run/pass honestly. Ben Wells, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


experience, led by two-year regulars Ce- 
dric Dockery and Adam Ulatoski. They 
all have clean bills of health. 

Quan Cosby will clearly be the go-to 
receiver at the start of the season. Irby has 
the skills to follow in the David Thomas/ 
Jermichael Finley big-play mold. Should 
Jordan Shipley stay healthy — and that’s 
not a given — he’s the type of combina- 
tion possession receiver/deep threat that 
can create match-up problems. 

Look for Collins a sophomore, and 
Williams, a freshman, to make a signifi- 
cant impact. 


DEFENSE 


‘Texas has a new defensive coordinator 
for the fourth straight year. Fortunately 
for the Longhorns, Brown has been able 
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to make the transitions as subtle as pos- 
sible by hiring like-minded coordinators. 

Greg Robinson did similar things as 
Gene Chizik, who did similar things as 
Larry Mac Duff, who did similar things 
as Will Muschamp plans. 

That means that while Muschamp’s 
terminology might be new, his intent isn’t 
foreign, though he does feature more of 
an attacking style than his predecessor. 

And the players love his intensity, which 
is no small thing as they have already seen 
his passion for the game, and what it takes 
to be successful. 

“The kids take on the personality of the 
coach,” Muschamp said. “I take the ap- 
proach that if I don’t do my job, the kids 
don't have the necessary sense of urgency.” 

If Texas is to emulate Muschamp’s 
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LONGHORNS RECRUITING 2008 


‘heeston Randall, DL 
Texas is so thin at defensive tackle that coaches had to move Lamarr 


Houston from end during spring ball. If Randall or fellow blue-chipper 
Jarvis Humphrey arrive in shape and ready to go to work, either could 
be in the tackle rotation by the time conference play rolls around, 


THE SLEEPER 


‘DeSean Hales, WR/KR 
Hales isn't expected to make much of an impact at receiver asa fresh- Emmanuel 

man. But he could really do some damage in the return game. Nobody cho was lightly regarded because he 
in the country was a better kick or punt returner than Hales. played private-school ball, but he 
showed signs of being among the 
state's most talented linebackers. And 

being a sleeper isn't new tothe family, © O09 NEEDS 

Dan Buckner, WR The same was said of his brother Sam, Unlike almost every other school in the 
Buckner, along with eight other freshmen, arrived on campus in time 4 2007 Longhorns recruit who ended country, Texas has addressed almost all of 
for spring practice, He looked great at times in the spring, and will be 4 playing surprising minutes last its recruiting needs before summer arrived. 
counted on some in the fall fall. The Longhorns had 17 commitments as of 
late April and only a few more scholarships 
to give, Expect defensive tackle to be the big 
priority as National Signing Day draws near. 


Total Stars 
Natio 


jamk: 14 


NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. WL Hometown 

Emmanuel Acho = 1B 62 210 Dallas, 1 StMark’s | | Janis Humphrey OT OO 62 290 Cedar Hl, TX Cedar Hill 

Rated as the No. 60 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation's 

No. 38 outside linebacker. No. 5 defensive tackle 

Nolan Brewster BB OOOO — G1 195 Denver, co ‘Matlen Dravanntl Johnson 1B OO 6-2 230 Nederland, TX Nederland 

Rivals260 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Colorado...Rated as the nation’s | | Rivals260 selection...Rated as the No. 31 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation's 

No. 16 safety. No. 13 inside linebacker, 

Mark Buchanan = OL @ 66 275 Austin, TK Austin Dd. Monroe BB OO 5 165 Angleton, TX Angleton 

Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No, 20 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s | | Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 

No. 18 offensive tackle, No. 5 comerback. 

‘Dan Buckner WR Oo G4 209 Allen, 1X Allen ‘Tre Newton RB OOO 6&0 194 Southlake, TX Carroll 

Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation's Rated as the No. 54 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 

No, 16 wide receiver. No. 18 running baok. 

Brock Ftzheny = RB 59 172. Giddings, Giddings | | LokePochimam OL GOO 6-6 260 Brenham, TX Brenham 

Rated as the nation’s No. 31 all-purpose back by Rivals.com. Rated as the No. 68 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 40 offensive tackle. 

Blake Gideon BO 61 169 Leander, 1 Leander 

Enrolled early and participated in spring practice. Kheeston Randall §=0T OOO 65 267 Beaumont, TX 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 29 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 18 defensive tackle. 

‘Dd, Grant WR © 6-3 205. Austin, TX Lyndon B. Johnson 

Rated as the No. 37 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 

No. 45 wide receiver. Ryan Roberson B OOO 5-10 210 Brenham, TX Brenham 
Rated as the No. 46 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 fullback. 

DeSeanHales =» BB 510 165. Kieln, 1X Oak 

Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 

No. 1 all-purpose back. David Snow 0% ©000 64 300 Gilmer, TK Gilmer 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 25 prospect in Texas, ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 offensive guard. 

Antoine Hicks «= ATH 6-2 193 Mansfield, 1 Timberview 

Rated as the No. 49 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 

No. 46 athlete. sustin Tucker kK 000 6-1 172 Austin, 1 Westake 
Rated as the nation’s No. 4 kicker by Rivals.com. 

remy Hills BBO 510 181. Alel, 1X Elsik 

Rivals250 selection. Rated as the No. 26 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation's | | Aaron Willams DB OO 6-1 175 Round Rock, TX McNeil 

No. 6 all-purpose back, Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation's 
No. 1 safety. 
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NOTEBOOK 


‘exas offensive coordinator Greg Davis said he 

probably threw too much at Colt McCoy last 
season, and that — coupled with McCoy's com- 
petitiveness — was a bad mix, 

“Because he watches so much film and he’s so 
smart, he tried to put us in the perfect play 
every time,” Davis said. “Truly, I added to the 
problem by giving him too many choices.” 

Davis, who earlier went through a similar 
process with current Longhorns running back 
coach Major Applewhite, will try to keep McCoy 
from having to make too many decisions. 

Davis said he expects McCoy to throw more 
balls away rather than take chances, a penchant 
that troubled him last year. 

© Foswhitt Whittaker, a crowd favorite in the 
spring, not only has the best nickname — Fozzie 
— but has an uncanny resemblance to former 
Longhorn 1,000-rusher Hodges Mitchell. 

“He's got great vision, a great ability to jump 
in the hole and make guys miss,” Davis said. 

Wonder about Fozzie? His given name — 
Foswhitt — comes from the first syllables of his 
last name (Whittaker) and his father’s first 
name (Foster). 

* Wide receiver Quan Cosby and linebacker 
Rashad Bobino each have 39 career starts, tops 
among returnees, 

© On the coaching staff, Duane Akina steps 
back from the co-defensive coordinator role into 
that of assistant head coach/defensive backs. 

Applewhite, a former Texas quarterback and 
longtime fan favorite, joins the staff only five 
years out of school. He already has the title of 
assistant head coach to go along with his duties 
with the running backs. 

Clearly, he's the offensive coordinator heir 
apparent to Greg Davis, should Davis move to 
a head coaching job. 

© Renovations to the North end zone are 
expected to be finished by the start of the season. 

The new space will include offices and the 
Stark Center, a museum and center for the study 
of all sports that will be run by former power 
lifting champions and married UT professors 
Terry and Jan Todd. 


at Oklahoma State 


Texas Tech 
at Texas ABM 
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Lamearr Houston 


intensity, it will start up front, The front 


seven is solid, and the linebackers have the 


potential — read: talent — to be the best 
in Brown's tenure. 

Defensive end Brian Orakpo has All- 
America skills as a potential sack special- 
ist. He can do more than the 10 sacks he 
has in the past two seasons. Henry Melton 


should be above average at the other end. 

Lamar Houston and Roy Miller have 
experience at the tackles, with converted 
end Aaron Lewis a likely third-down spe- 
cialist. Houston's size inside (275) might 
be a bit of a question, but Miller is a full 
300 pounds. They combined for 20 tack- 
les for loss last season. 

Rashad Bobino returns at middle line- 
backer after starting 38 games, but will be 
pushed by Jared Norton. Sergio Kindle, 
if he can stay healthy, could have the 
breakout year long expected of him. Rod 
Muckelroy mans the weakside spot. 

Ryan Palmer returns at one cornerback 
spot, and Deon Beasley, a part-time seart- 
er, fills the other. Safety, where the Long- 
horns have recently had trouble separat- 
ing run support from pass coverage, has 
four freshmen among the top five. 

Ishie Oduegwu is at the right safety — 
the Longhorns won't use a strong-weak 
alignment — while promising freshman 
Earl Thomas takes care of the other side 
of the field. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Quan Cosby gives the Longhorns a de- 
pendable and productive punt and kick 
arily break big 
plays, but won't make mistakes either, 


returner who won't ne 


Ryan Bailey has been solid at kicker 


since his stirring debut with a last-second 
kick against Neb 
made 18 of 22 field goal attempts last sea- 


‘a in 2006. The senior 


son, and all but one of 59 extra point at- 
tempts, He has range — he made eight of 
10 outside 40 yards, including a 52-yarder 


Texas’ Winning Trend 1998. 2007 ’ i 
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Player Profile 


Colt McCoy 


Running Away From 
VY’s Long Shadow 


Tt was unfair, really, to ask Colt McCoy — 
a raw, still developing freshman — to run 
the same offense that Vince Young mas- 
tered with part efficiency, part magic. 

McCoy had skills, no doubt, but he did 
not have VY-like skills. When defenses had 
to choose between him and sprint cham- 
pion halfback Jamaal Charles in the Zone 
Read Option Offense that Young ran with 
grace and simplicity, there was no choice 
at all. 

The thinking: Let McCoy keep it and try 
to beat us. 


This year, that might not be the most ef- 
fective decision. McCoy has hit the weight 
room, gotten more durable, and at the 
same time has improved his speed. He's 
no Vince Young, but he might have the 
juice to make the zone read more than just 
a token play. 

“I don't know if I even rushed for 50 
yards in a game ever in high school,” 
McCoy said. “It’s nothing I ever needed to 
do.” 

Now, it’s a basic job requirement. McCoy 
doesn't have to be Young, who set Rose 
Bowl rushing and scoring records for a 
quarterback, but he has to be effective. 

“To run the zone read like Vince Young 
is impossible,” McCoy said. “But if we keep 
the zone read in our game package, I can 
tun it better. I've gotten faster.” 

McCoy rushed for 492 yards on 114 car- 
ries last season. He was sacked 25 times 
and threw 18 interceptions. Most of his 
rushing yards though, didn’t come on 
zone read calls, but on plays that were not 
called. 

That was more bad news than good. It 
meant while McCoy was a capable scrambler, 
he was forced to scramble far too much. 
Knowing his offense was bruised, battered 
and missing some of its key players, he of- 
ten bailed out as soon as he could. 

And, then, often to the detriment of the 
offense, he tried to make a play. 

“Sometimes when he got out of the 
pocket he tried to extend, extend, extend 
the play,” coach Mack Brown said. “He ei- 
ther has to throw it away or run.” 

A healthy and deep offensive line should 
give McCoy more time, and options. 

With the memory of Young's consider- 
able exploits starting to fade, McCoy has a 
chance to establish himself as one of the 
best quarterbacks in Longhorn history. 
To do that he doesn’t have to be Vince Young 
— just the best Colt McCoy he can be. 


against Rice. 
Recruit Justin Tucker steps right into 
the punting. The Longhorns have enough 
talented backups to make coverage and 
return teams solid, though don't be sur- 
prised to see a few starters involved. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Its a deceptively soft non-league sched- 
ule for the Longhorns, whose biggest 
challenge is hosting a rebuilding Arkansas 
team on Sept. 13. Florida Atlantic, UTEP 
and Rice round out the non-conference 
schedule. 

The Longhorns also get Missouri, Kan- 
sas and a rising Colorado squad back on 
the Big 12 schedule, which a few years 
ago would have been a nice break. Now 
it’s the kind of thing that makes you curse 
your luck. 

The Longhorns play Kansas in Law- 
rence, Colorado in Boulder and Missouri 
in Austin. They host A&M, with a two- 
year payback on the docket, and will face 
Oklahoma hoping that the revitalized 
Sooners don't start another streak in a se- 
ries filled with them. 


— Mark Wangrin 
SCHEDULE 
“Aug. 30 FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
“Sept. 6 at UTEP 
“Oct4 at Colorado 


“Oct. 11 vs. Oklahoma (Dallas) 


182 Linoy's SporTs ANNUALS 


WwW.LINDYSSPORTS.coM 2008 


Brand new, beautiful waterfront, 3 bedroom, 3 bath, immaculately furnished and available for both long 
and short term rentals in Panama City Beach. 

A spacious, 1900 square foot unit, excluding balcony can sleep 8-10 which will be ideal for large or 
multi-families on vacation. An extremely open floor plan with floor to ceiling windows for incredible bay 
views. Master has king sized bed and adjacent jacuzzi bath. Additional sleeping arrangements include 2 
queen beds in second bedroom and 1 queen bed in third bedroom, both with private baths. Sofa in living 
area is a sleeper to accommodate extra guests. 

Fabulous wraparound balcony, comfortably furnished for indoor/outdoor living and with grill, is perfect 
for entertaining and provides 360 degree views of beautiful St Andrews bay and marina. This adjoining 
marina has slips available for lease. 

Condo features include fireplace, fully equipped kitchen with granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances, 3 flat screen HDTV LCD televisions and DVD player and high speed internet access. Complete 
security and available conference room as well as an onsite state of the art fitness room and expansive pool 
area with hot tub. Conveniently located within 10 minutes or less of beautiful white sand beaches, fishing, 
boating, world-class golf, shopping, restaurants and all of the amusements that have made this area famous. 


FOR INFORMATION PLEASE GONTAGT ESTELLARAM@KNOLOGY.NET OR 
CALL 850-236-9988, 334-797-1701 oR 205-871-1182 


TEXAS ASM 


| Mike’ Sherman’ — At Texas ABM 
| overall: 57~: “39, 6 yet : 
ire 


0B Stephen McGee, RB Mike Goodson, 
FB Jorvorskie Lane, DE Cyril Obiozor, 
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Clock is Ticking on A&M to Bring Back the Glory 


ew head coach Mike Sherman, 

before installing a new offense, 
a new defense or a new attitude, first 
installed new digital clocks inside the 
Bright Football Complex at the south 
end of Kyle Field, 

It was symbolic for several reasons. 

Sherman talked often during the spring 
about time, reinforcing his demand for re- 
sponsibility and dedication with the instal- 
lation of 24 clocks in the football building 
and another in the weight room, 

“(The players) have to be account- 
able,” said Sherman, who had two previ- 
ous stints at A&M as an assistant. “Being 
on time is a matter of respect. You respect 
your teammates and your coaches, It’s a 
lesson you have to teach young people — 
be detail-oriented, be on time.” 

Aggie fans, in the grand scheme of 
things, also are hoping that Sherman's 
collection of clocks is an indication the 
team is finally intent on making up for 
lost time. 

Texas A&M, with all of its traditions, 
fanatical fans and top-flight facilities, 
longs to be one of the elite teams in the 
Big 12 and the country. And there was a 
time when it appeared the Aggies were on 
the verge of moving into the nation’s most 
exclusive neighborhood. 

But those days are becoming a distant 
memory. 

The 2008 season will mark the 10-year 
anniversary of the Aggies’ last conference 
championship. The ’98 Big 12 title is the 
only conference crown A&M has won 
since 1994, 
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The Aggies have only one 10-win sea- 
son since 1995, only one bowl victory 
since 96 and have not finished in the AP 
Top 25 since "99. 

Tick, tock. Tick, tock. The last decade 
has included plenty of wasted time in Ag- 
gicland. 

“One of the reasons I am here is to help 
this program return to winning champi- 
onships,” Sherman said. 

“We're going to put together a great 
locker room of guys who are accountable 
to each other, who have integrity, loyalty, 
trust and respect ... and we're going to 
pour our hearts into winning champion- 
ships.” 

Eventually, Sherman and the Aggies 
just might do that. Realistically, his first 
team at Texas A&M will be hard-pressed 
to hang with the contenders in the 
Big 12. 

The Aggies might take care of the in- 
ferior teams on the schedule, but until 
Sherman can fill the numerous holes on 
the roster with big-time recruits, they 
could still get clocked by the league’ 
heavyweights. 


OFFENSE 

Gutsy quarterback Stephen McGee, 
speedy tailback Mike Goodson and pow- 
erful fullback Jorvorskie Lane could be 
the most talented trio of backfield mates 
in the Big 12 — and could probably rival 
any set of skill personnel in the country. 

Despite playing in one of college foot- 
ball’s most ground-heavy, option-based 
offenses since the turn of the millennium, 
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Jorvorskie Lane > | 


McGee managed to pass for 4,606 yards 
over the past two seasons. 

He also led the Aggies with 899 rush- 
ing yards in ’07, including a 35-carry, 
167-yard rushing effort against Nebras- 
ka, Following that game, McGee was so 
banged up that he had to be carried off 
the field. 

He'll be far more of a traditional, drop- 
back passer and much less of a runner in 
Sherman's pro-style attack. 

“It’s been great learning this offense 
and doing so many different things,” 
McGee said. 

“There's a lot to learn. But now that I've 
gotten into the playbook, I think my (mas- 
ters) marketing (classes) are probably a little 
bit tougher (than learning the playbook).” 
‘The Aggies’ playbook still will feature 


Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Stephen McGee” Sr. 


2007 stats: 211.8 ypg rushing (2nd in Big 12/13th in NCAA), 185.4 ypu passing (12th/99th), 397 ypg total ofense (BtivS8th), 27.8 ppy (Sth’S7th) 


Gutsy leader could have breakout passing season. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Jerrod Johnson, So. 


TB _Mike Goodson* Jt Breakaway speed and nice hands, as well. Bradley Stephens, Fr. 
FB___Jorvorskie Lane* Sr.__Needs just one score to setA&M career TD record. _Nick LaMantia, Sr. 
WR Pierre Brown* St Needs to prove he can be the Aggies’ go-to receiver. _E.J. Shankle, Jr. 

WR Roget Holland, So. Outstanding athlete had four catches in 2007. Cody Beyer, So. 

TE Jamie McCoy Jr___Has proven he can catch, but can he block? Frank Avery, Fr. 

LT Robbie Frost. Jr, Has seen aotion in 11 games in first two years. Josh Russell, So. 
LG Michael Shumard Jr ___Made steady progress in 2007 asa part-time starter. _Vinoent Williams, Jr. 
¢ Kevin Matthews Jt Has seen only limited action in last two years, Danny Bakers, Fr. 
RG Lee Grimes Ji Played in'six games last year as a reserve, Evan Elke, Fr. 

RT Travis Schneider* Sr. Towering (6-8) tackle made seven starts in 2007, Price Ferguson, So, 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 160.8 ypg rushing (Sth in Big 12/65th in NCAA), 254.8 ypg passing (Gth/G2nd), 418.8 ypg total defense (BtW/B3r), 26.9 poy (Sth/4Bth) 


POS STARTER COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Cyril Oblozor* St___Big-play talent, had 9.5 TFL in 2007. Gody Williams, So. 
DT Kellen Heard Jr___ Huge presence on the interior front. David Tufuga, Jr 
DT ___Lucas Patterson So, Recorded 24 tackles last season in reserve role, Chris Smith, St. 

DE Michael Bennett S1.___ Needs a big, consistent year for Aggies to thrive, ‘Amos Ghunblee, Sr. 
LB Von Miller So, __Made the move from DE to LB with no problems, Derek Dumas, dr. 
LB Matt Featherston Jt Athletic LB who makes plays sideline to sideline, Anthony Lewis, Jr. 


LB Johnathan Haynes St.__ Big hitter made big improvements in the spring, Derrick Stephens, Fr 


CB Arkeith Brown’ St.__Led team with eight PBU in 2007. Danny Gorrer, St. 

CB Jordan Peterson Jt___Opponents have tasted him because of size (5-10). _Chevar Bryson, Jr. 
$$ __Alton Dixon* Sr___ Big hitter had 77 tackles last season. Jordan Pugh, J. 

FS___Devin Gregg* Sr___ Three-year starter is leader of the defense. Kenny Brown, So, 
“Returning Starter 


plenty of running plays, as Goodson is a 
human highlight reel, and a threat to go 
the distance every time he touches the 
ball. Goodson had 13 plays of 20 yards or 
more last season. 

‘Then there's Lane, the 285-pound (some- 
times more) fullback who has 44 career 
rushing touchdowns, tying the school re- 
cord, Lane is virtually unstoppable in short- 
yardage situations, and he has embraced the 
role of fullback under Sherman. 

‘The Aggies also are loaded with premier 
backups such as Jerrod Johnson at quar- 
terback, and Bradley Stephens, Keondra 
Smith and Cornell Tarrant at tailback. 

But the key questions are: Do the Ag- 
gies have enough quality linemen to open 
holes for the talented backs; and who will 
catch the passes thrown by McGee and 


Johnson? 

Wide receivers Pierre Brown, E.J. Shan- 
kle, Roger Holland and Howard Morrow 
have potential, but they have yet to prove 
they can be consistent playmakers. The 
only offensive linemen returning with 
any real starting experience are Michael 
Shumard and Travis Schneider. 


DEFENSE 


Texas A&M's defense was decent at 
times last season. But at other times — 
usually against the better opponents — 
it was obvious the Aggies were a step slow. 

ABM gave up 30 points or more in half 
of its regular season games. 

One of the top priorities in Sherman's 
recruiting classes will be to dramatically im- 
prove the speed on defense. But he isn’t just 
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AGGIES RECRUITING 2008 


Jeff Fuller, WR 
Fuller went through spring drills and showed an aptitude for the game, 
He's physically as well-prepared as any Aggies freshman receiver in a 
decade. He also has the genes to succeed: His father played at A&M 
and in the NFL. 


Tony Jerod, DL 

The Aggies’ real task on defense will be overhauling their defensive 
front four. The work in the spring wasn't exactly encouraging, New 
defensive coordinator Joe Kines has a history of using baptism by fire 
with defensive line recruits, and Jerod could be the guy who gets the 
first call 


Cynus Gray, RB 

Even though running back is a position of strength for the Aggies, it 
be hard keeping Gray off the field. And if Michael Goodson — who has 
been somewhat injury-prone during his career — goes down, Gray 
Could get a real look. He also could be a factor in the return game, 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Scwoot 


Trinity 


Stans Homerown 
° 65 270 Euless, 1K 
Hensive tackle by Rivals.com, 


‘Name 


Josh Ayers ob 
Rated as the nation’s No. 


Eddie Brown nT ° 6-2 266 Waller, TK Waller 
Rated as the nation’s No. 60 defensive tackle by Rivals.com, 


‘Aaron Buckley: 
Recorded 47 teehee ant 


Palacios, 1X 


° G1 225 Palacios 
sacks his senior season. 


215. Austin, 1X 


Ricky Cavanaugh = LB OO 62 Ayndon B, Johnson 
Recorded 137 tackles and 21 sacks in 2007. 


Blake Chavis DE ° 6-5 230 Beaumont, TX Westbrook 
Rated as the No. 76 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 24 strongside defensive end, 


LeRoy Chevalier = OL ° 6-6. 325 Houston, TX Yales 
Rated as the No. 70 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals,com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 offensive guard. 


© 62 300 Aldine, Th Eisenhower 
the No, 28 prospect in Texas.,.Rated as the nation's 


Rod Davis oT 
Rivals250 selection... Ri 
No. 17 defensive tackle. 


‘Tommy Dorman 0B ° 6-3 204 North Richland Hills, TX. Bindvile Nort Richland 
Rated as the No. 89 overall ee in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the hears 
No, 12 dual-threat quarterbact 


‘dren Dorsey oT 
Rated as the No. 83 over 
No. 49 defensive tackle. 


° 285. Tyler, TX John Tyler 
prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 


Terence Frederick DB OO 510 170_Katy. TK Meaty 
Aggies added sleeper fate..As a senior, iad nine interceptions and retumed two for 
touchdowns, 


eft Fuller WR 
Rivalsi00 selection... 
No. 12 wide receiver. 


° 202 McKinney, TX Boyd 
the No, 10 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 


Keon Furth DB ©OO G2 180 Parl, Tk Parts 
Rated as the No. 72 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation’s 
No. 40 safety. 


rivals.corr 


Commitments 
‘Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Eddie Brown, DT 
Brown is the type of local product that 
used to be a staple of the A&M pro- 
gram, The Aggies were able to swoop 
in in mid-January and steer him away 
from Nebraska. 


2009 NEEDS 


Expect a pro-style quarterback to be a prior- 
ity, But, realy, the defense is the most press- 
ing problem, The Aggies need playmakers at 
any position on defense as A&M tries to 
resurrect the Wrecking Crew. 


Name 


‘Hometown ‘Scnoor 


Gray RB 6-0 188 DeSoto, 1K DeSoto 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 running back. 


Derrick Hal AH 201 Beaumont, TX Central 
Ara 0 sl selection, . ‘aa Ke fe No. af prospect in Texas. ..Rated as the nation's 


Trent Hunter BO 9 Katy, TX Katy 
Rated as the No. 77 overall prospect ine by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No, 44 satety. 


etirey Hye oo 6-7 295, Colleyville, X Covenant Christian Academy 
Rated as the ae No 74 offensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


‘Tony Jerod 1 oO Soto, TK DeSoto 
Rivals250 selection....Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 strongside defensive end, 


Chris Lathrop OL 0 6-4 288 Cypress, Tk Oy alr 
Fated as the No, 65 overall pare iin Texas by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation’s 
No, 22 offensive guard, 


Kyle Mangan Boo 
Rated as the nation’s No 


62 225 Brenham, Brenham 
inside linebacker by Rivals.com. 


Matt Moss DE OO 64 270 El Cajon, CA Grossmont €.¢, 
Rated as the No, 32 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com, 


Brian Thomas oo 
Rated as the No. 64 overs 
No. 34 offensive tackle, 


6-3 265. Pearland, TX Pearlant 
prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 


oe Vilavisencio OL © 64 305. Jackson, TX Jacksonville 
Aggies added another sleeper late...Second team All-State, 


Kd, Williams AH © 6-4 235. Norman, OK North 
Fats as the No. 5 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
lo. 51 athlete. 


‘Andrew Woltitgs§ «DE ©@OG G2 235 Lexington, TK Lexington 
Rated as the No. 44 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com. .Rated as the nation’s 
No. 15 strongside defensive end. 
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SPRING ROSTER 
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AGGIES 


t NOTEBOOK _J 


No, Nane Pos. Cuass. Hr. Wr Hoverown No. Nae Pes. Cuss Hr. Wr Honero#ne Ee high school quarterback Jamie McCoy, 
24 coms LENAWDER F511 ta8 Muntle 11 JORWORSHIELANE B60 a tatin as he enters his fourth season at A&M, is 
NAT AMARA 0810200 sr TarAnono 36 _AMTHONT MS _—_L8_62 7 Teo Cy making an impact on the passing game ... as a 
Par Wee 35 sEANDON LEMS ot 60 Hoan basing tha’ sone ue aa 
‘SOK WER eee apm arTaENs C6 7 Tir land pass catcher. During the spring, the Aggies 
55_DAINT BAKER ——ol_65 296 UME MCG TE 6 % Nida experimented with McCoy at tight end. The 
3a mSS T6538 eM Mone so To Miand i 
T_OmiTANEAEON S61 65 sr Senfmonn” “7 STERIENMCGEE 0B 63, % Bune SADEIIMEDE WBS H SUCCESS : 
27 RHE BEAN eee ane, WUT HOUUREN DB 63, a Tayo ‘Jamie has done a good job of stepping up 
13 WARELUS BEOER—Te 67 255 We ie VOTER ra] so Test and being that guy we need at tight end,” quar 
1 MIGUEL BBRITT_—DL 4261 se fie 5 HOWARD HORE We %E Tale <4 HOB ‘ 
com aerek We 61 W770 Soni’ SE_MATT MOSS DE 65 x Ten terback; Stephen (McGee: said, “Obviously, he's 
30 DON ESHOP WR 6219) fay OORT MUETER TE 60 r Taewtiy | — going to put on some weight (he weighed 225 in 
2 aE aTIER B55 1a Teaneck «CHM ORIOTOR DE 64 a end the spring) so he can be a little more physical.” 
ie AAP 63 ast Seay -S6_AYANOBRUAMT RB Seep Houton ene oF He noe} ee aera 
6 ARETE BRON G60 176 8 Ttampe” 7 WWCAS PATERSON oT 6-4 = Tingle ne of the most impressive players in the 
5 IaEHT BRO WR 62 Tor Work 68 ERIC PTR ole a auton spring was senior linebacker Johnathan Haynes, 
15 REMY BROWN S62 z07 So Pama hy, OK &2_ANUMO PERRY _—__WR_6-1_173 Theme | 4 6-2, 204-pound defender from Fullerton (Calif.) 
PERE BRON W629” Doncaneile 7 JORDAN TERN $510 180 Texiogon " 
= wan ot 3a se “sper 25 JORDAN PUGH si ioe Fao Junior College. 
30_CHEVAR BRYSON DB Sai 1m or Midland = “53 GARY RANDALL 1B 60 22 So Tuckhotts “(Haynes) delivered some incredible hits,” 
27_ GUIS CHRIS We 63 U5 so Taranenie” — 0 TANDR RANDLE W612 Fechner Rica Sabicea sae 
alone caLLOWA wR 500168 Se Howson” 56 MATTRAMN 063 so Tauson said: senior end, Cyril Objjazon, MAboUE ‘two ‘or 
ARE GNTD__—ae1 _29 —e Meller” 6) CRAG RASCHEE Of 68 266 Tovimeot | three times every week he would practically 
D_MAROUIS CARPHTER—c=_60_W7e Teioume, OLR RENO —__ 51200 acl knock someone out.” 
imu GUMS TE 643s Hewunent — _JODERGHARDSON U8 60 238 ae Taal : ; 4 : 
5¢_ ORGY LAR, ot 66 m6 Spiogsanch «| H_DUSTNRIEWE A602) st in * Nick LaMantia, the main 12th Man Kickoff 
INE CER tice” _SPOIGR ORIENT 1s 60am so Tada Team representative during Dennis Franchione’s 
20 WIHAEL COREY WR 64 20554 ea, M6 GABLES O_O 5.10180 So Tehran final two. seasons,.was the-top vote: getter (by 
‘cone ONS 1s 6156 once” SQ NOSHRUSSELE OL 6-4 305 ae Tanase ' . 2 
ALON OHO Cres Tats” 1819. SRS Bw Taini.ts | fan text messages) during a halftime competi- 
ova Dona eos Tagen, 75 TRAMS SCHNEIER ol 68200 ‘eivile’ | — tion at the spring game with five other 12th Man 
TOY DORAN Hea 210 Hr Wan Rehand He 30 ES. SHANE WR 5-116 Tain ‘ 
_omERpoMAS 860221 Waco” 76 MICHAEL SHURA OL 65 201 Teton RIcKorF Teant froperuls: 
36_NIGHEL ETT TE 62a Wesabe ibys. Ch CIS ST DL 64 268 Sr Tle LaMantia won the right to represent the 12th 
aan 64a) tan HT SMT oT 63 ae Ale AL Man Kickoff Team in the season opener against 
eet 65308 Se Hein 26 KODAA SWE #359201 7 Aeaneecete 
76 _ ANDREW EVGRAM DL 63 22 So Tarena, 33 _ LIONEL SMITH 60 ms ‘St, Bernard, Hansa) State 
6 RWiaT FARRELL p80 05 Tattered 5 RANSTENORINMER UB 63205 San geo ® Mike Sherman and the A&M student body 
16_MATTFEATHERSTON U8 62235 ot Foagiaepe 25 BRADLEY STEPEEYS AB 5.10206 So ele vale Snstank fcannechions;cast the EW: coach 
3s RISO 01 62 a 0 Taye DERIK STERHDNS 18 62 a9 Tinton 
EER FARES W510 Sr Tange “T_MATTSTYMANSRD 6-1 1 yr Galege Satin reached out to students in numerous ways. He 
FAN FamEY DE 64 227 ar Teuson’ 19 RUAN TARE O84 aH ig Spring had forums with students, he visited dining halls 
79 RORMIE FROST O65 200 Howton” 23_CORIELTAREANT 885-1190 so Tala 
eer LER W640 Fr Tekimey “2 -EARVINTATIOR__WR63 Pest ison io aegis al Tie sawed stuatents Bo serve 26 
36_AMOS GEUNGLEE DE 65 25051 Cypress) B1_JOEY THOMAS TE 651s ‘Asin honorary coaches for the spring game. 
32 cone om S_ sae Covina” 1 DEMATRIER THOMPSON O86 105 So Tals Junior Joseph Delgado and freshman Courtney 
HARGIS GD 57 1849 Teng MICE TRIE WE 62_20e fete eh é i 
INE cOODSOH R869 —196 ein $9 AD TUNA DL 60 a2 yy Went Jordan, OF Rotand, based on their YouTube videos, won the 
DANNY GOGER GS _60_13 sr Tor Achar 37_MISITUPE Sse sr i oe, UT right to speak to the team, walk the sidelines, call 
vm cmee seo 0s Swing HAROWD TURUAGE TE 6-1 _ 209 Fr oun a play and listen to the coaches on the headsets. 
7s ons 663 ae Teormoad 31 RANAUGON TE 64208 ut Sree AGW hed sain hs a ‘ 
32 CAMS HARRINGTON —_vE 5268 st ouson” 29 ANTHONY VLA #5239 so Ta ek fexas as had only two players — center 
3 WLR e216 We Takeweed. O70 COUT WALLACE ct _—64 006 Sr cure Cody Wallace in 2007 and DB Melvin Bullitt in ‘06 
CoN AERA eas) 199 Sarno 56 FAILIFWAUTER 06320 So rast — selected to the All-Big 12 first team by the 
2 SOmUATHAN HAMIES U8 62 204 Sr White Ch MIA WEEES 161 21S Ter ‘ - 
eek HEARD rss ust Wharton” 1 KVNWESTERMAN OB 6-109 Vitra league's coaches in each of the past two years. 
29 STE Hoge be 218 Sr Tetarton” © H_RUNWATMER OL 65106 0 Tigo « Starting center Kevin Matthews is short on 
2 ROGER HOLLAND W510 108 Se Tousen 97_COOYWILLANS DE 6-4 252 So Tense * z : ee 
25_ RUNDLE OSI __WR 62 185 “Aig” 32_GAIRCK WLUARS U8 62217 fr Test playing .experience,, but. he. obviously. has big 
2130 oomSOR WR 65 187 Tiiweod” 1 _VINENT WILLANS OL 64344 ar Tala time potential in his genetics. Matthews is the 
JERROD JORISOH 08658 50 Huniie” 4 DREW VILUARSON Wi 6200S Toate son of NFL Hall of Famer Bruce Matthews. 
3e_Timwas0ms 0612068 Mellen” “9 3EFF WOOD T6428 Teton 
7a BUML JORDAN pL —e0—270—H ouebud” 31 CARS YOUER 633K se Hoan 
MI FOUEA pa _54_ee Tienyt 3) CURLS ONG O60 nou. : . 
%&_NICELAMANTIA_B_ 6232S Mision f (7-6, 4-4) 

| @ Montana State 238. | 


= F Ww Fresno State (OT) 41-45 


"Louisiana-Monroe 54-14 J] 


y 
ls] 


at Miami 


Baylor 34-10 


Loss Net 
a 


at Texas Tech 


L at Oklahoma 14-42 
L at Missouri 26-40 


Individual Stats 
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Mike Goodson 


waiting to find faster defenders. Sherman 


and new defensive coordinator Joe Kines 
made several personnel moves in the spring 
that already give the Aggies a quicker look. 

Sherman found some ball-hawking 
speedsters in outside linebackers Von 
Miller, Garrick Williams and Johnathan 


Haynes. 


Miller was an explosive defensive end 
last year, earning Freshman All-Big 12 
Williams, 
and Haynes, who came out of no- 


honors. a former defensive 


ba 
where in the spring, add plenty of speed 


to the Aggies’ 4-3 alignment. 

Juniors Mart Featherston and Anthony 
Lewis are waging a battle for the middle 
linebacker starting spot. Both give the Ag- 
gies more speed than they featured last year. 

A&M could be quicker and more ath- 
letic up front, too. 

End Cyril Obiozor, the only returning 
starter along the defensive line, is a big- 
time playmaker and relentless pass rushe 


Tackle Kellen Heard also brings impressive 
size (6-6, 345) and surprising quickness to 
the interior line. The key to the defensive 
front may be senior Michael Bennett, an 
athletic end who has sometimes dominat- 
ed foes and sometimes struggled. 

With the return of veteran defensive backs 
such as Devin Gregg, Jordan Pugh, Jordan 
Peterson, Alton Dixon and Arkeith Brown, 
the Aggies have a chance to have one of the 
better pass defenses in the league. 


Gregg is a tremendous leader in the sec- 


ondary, while Pugh has great potential at 


one cornerback spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
Placekicker Matt Szymanski handled 
the basics last season, going hitting six of 


on field goal attempts from inside 30 


yards. The junior was unpredictable from 
further out, hitting only eight of 18. 
A&M would take a repeat performance 


from punter Justin Brantly, who averaged 


Texas A&M's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


™ BEST (— 
™ BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALURB 
OB, Stephen McGee 7 
McGee, the ultimate team 

player, defended coach Dennis | 

Franchione to the end, but he 

might benefit the most from 

the arrival of Mike Sherman. 

and a new offense. McGee can 

throw the football; he just 

wasn't allowed to improvise 

under Franchione. ... McGee 

might go down in A&M his- 

tory as the “Longhorn killer.” 

He could become the first A&M QB since Corey 

Pallig to lead A&M to three straight wins over 

Texas, ... Eamed his undergraduate degree in mar- 

keting in less than four years. 


PLAYER 


LB, Von Miller 

The sophomore burst onto 
the scene in a big way last 
year, making 22 tackles, 
‘including four for loss and 
two sacks during his rookie 
‘campaign at defensive end, «. | 
Improved dramatically as the 
season progressed, making 
five tackles and a sack at 
Missouri, ... Named to the 
Freshiman All-Big 12 team by 
national. publications. 
‘outside linebacker in 
Parisons to some of the outstanding rush lineback- 
ers in A&M's past. ... Played linebacker in high 
school, so he is retuming to a familiar position, 


WR. Jeff Faller 

Graduated early from high 
school and enrolled as a true 
freshman at A&M in the 
spring, where he impressed 
‘coaches and teammates. ... 
Big receiver (6-4, 210) with 
fuge hands and ability to 
manhandle defensive ‘backs. 
wv. Son. of former linebacker 
Jeff Faller, who played for the 
Aggies in early 80s and went 
on to play for the San Francisco 49ers... Originally 
committed to Oklahoma, but signed with A&M 
because of Mike Sherman's offensive approach. «. 
Caught 37 passes as-a senior in high school. 
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Glove Ritual Helps 
Gregg Remember 


Defensive backs are programmed to have 
a short memory, but Texas A&M safety 
Devin Gregg remembers the first time he 
got burned. 

Gregg, during his junior season at West- 
field High in Spring, Texas — and despite 
being warned countless times about play- 
ing the pass first — burst toward the line 
of scrimmage to stop the run. 

It was too late to recover when he real- 
ized it was going to be a pass. Gregg had 
crossed the boundary into No Man’s Land, 
while the receiver he was supposed to 
be covering had discovered a wide-open 
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space. 

“Tt was a trick play, and I bit on the 
fake,” Gregg recalled. “Shortly thereafter, 
Coach (Cliff) Spencer came up with the 
glove idea.” 

The “glove idea” makes Gregg appear 
fidgety. Prior to each snap, he tugs on the 
wrist straps of his athletic gloves, loosen- 
ing the Velcro fastening and then pulling 
them tight again. Play after play, time af- 
ter time, game after game, Gregg performs 
the never-ending ritual of adjusting his 
glove straps. 

Ever since Gregg was fooled in high 
school, he has made a conscious effort to 
adjust his gloves as a reminder to himself 
to play the pass first. 

Spencer, his former defensive backs 
coach, came up with the idea. It helped 
Gregg earn All-State honors in high school, 
and it has helped him be a three-year 
starter at A&M. 

The ritual has also helped Gregg to 
never forget Spencer, who likely would 
be beaming with pride if he were able to 
watch Gregg today. Spencer was an A&M 
graduate who formed an especially tight 
bond with Gregg. 

Spencer, four days before Christmas in 
2003, then in his late 20s, died when he 
was ejected from a car while heading for 
a hunting trip. He was pronounced dead 
at the scene, leaving a young toddler and 
a pregnant wife at home. 

Time has healed the wounds Gregg in- 
curred after the death of his friend and 
coach, The senior all-conference candidate 
says he will never forget Spencer and his 
family. 

“I'm busy so I don’t get a chance to 
keep in touch with his wife and kids as 
much as I would like,” said Gregg, who 
had 74 tackles last year. “But his dad 
works at a College Station dealership, 
and I've talked to him when I got my 
car fixed. (Coach Spencer) will always be 
a huge part of my career.” 

And a continuing part of his play-by- 
play ritual. 


44.2 yards and helped the Aggies lead the 
Big 12 in net punting. 

Roger Holland and Jordan Peterson are 
solid punt returners, and the Aggies are 
hoping for big runbacks from Pierre Brown 
or Bradley Stephens on kickoffs. Stephens 
looked particularly explosive in the spring. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 
The non-conference schedule is high- 
lighted by a chance at redemption on 
Sept. 20 when Miami comes to College 
Station. A&¢M was embarrassed last year 
on national television by the Hurricanes, as 
Miami ran off to a 31-0 lead before win- 
ning 34-17. That game marked the begin- 
ning of the end for Dennis Franchione. 
A&M has a favorable conference sched- 
ule, as the Aggies do not face new North 
Division heavyweights Kansas and Missouri 
and meet two South Division favorites — 
Oklahoma and Texas Tech — at home. 
The conference opener at Oklahoma 
State could go a long way toward deter- 
mining the capabilities of the 08 Aggies. 
A loss at OSU could be devastating, while 
a win over the Cowboys could propel 
A&M to a 4-1 start in Big 12 play. 
— Rusty Burson 
= 


Wwww.LNDYSSPORTS.coM 2008 


By Natalie Meisier 


COACH: Troy Calhoun — At Air Force and overall 
9-4,1 year 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: clay Hendrix, Blane Morgan 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim DeRuyter 

‘LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1985 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2006 

RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 3 offense, 5 defense, 
punter, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: TE Travis Dekker, 0G Nick Charles, 
DE Ryan Kemp, OLB Andre Morris 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Solid defense and special teams 
will carry the Falcons while the offense adjusts to @ new 
‘signal caller. Travis Dekker caught 25 passes last season 
— an unheard of number for recent Air Force tight ends 
before Calhour's arrival. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: It's doubtful Air Force will 
settle on a quarterback early and there could be more 
than one starter before it’s over. A big playmaker will 
have to develop to follow the role of TB Chad Hall if 
the Falcons are going to contend again in the race, 


OFFENSE 

The triple option game, for all its evolution 
away from the wishbone elements, had long lost 
its surprise element within the Mountain West. 
Air Force would always get its yardage, but MWC 
opponents were prepared enough to keep the 
Falcons from scoring the points needed to be overly 
successful, 

Enter Troy Calhoun, former offensive coordi- 
nator of the Houston Texans, No, Air Force didn’t 
have the personnel to run a pro passing attack, but 
it did have all-purpose back Chad Hall. Midway 
through the season, the MWC Offensive Player 
of the Year rook over the offense, migrating from 
a receiver position into the backtield, 

The results with the new look included the 
nation’s third-best turnaround — a gain of five 
vietories — and Mountain West Coach of the 
Year honors for Calhoun, 

The difference was nearly 300 yards rushing 
a game, second in the nation and Air Force's best 
total since 2002, Hall set the schoo!’s all-purpose 
yardage record with 2,683 yards, Icis unlikely just 
cone player can replace him, 

Senior Ty Paffete is penciled into the ‘Z’ receiver 
slot where Hall first started a year ago, and had more 
rushing touchdowns a year ago than any returning 
Falcon. Paffete might actually have more open-field 
speed than Hall — which he showed with a 73-yard 
run against San Diego State lst season. 

Rebuilding also includes the quarterback posi- 
tion, and the batele between senior Shea Smith and 


PUR EER 
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Air Force 


junior Eric Herbore will carry into the fall. Calhoun 
suggested Herbort might have a tiny edge, but said 
itis very possible he will play two quarterbacks, at 
lease to open the season. 

There is also a distinct possibility one could be 
developed from either the Air Force Prep School ot 
the incoming freshman ranks, 

Calhoun came in during a rare cycle when he 
inherited a senior dominated group. Now, he has 
only three returning starters on offense. 

The service academy can’t instantly reload 
through junior college transfers, Calhoun knows it 
will take time to get his own players in place. 


DEFENSE 

This area needs improvement after the Falcons 
ranked next-to-last in the conference in pass defense 
and gave up almost 30 points per game. 

Senior end Ryan Kemp anchors a line with six 
of seven starters retuning, the most experienced 
area of the entire squad, The rare depth up front 
allows Calhoun to hine at some four-man fronts as 
an alternative to the base 3-4, 

Kemp had 54 tackles, including 8.5 for loss, en 
route to honorable mention all-conference honors, 

There's good competition at linebacker. Only a 
sophomore, 6-3, 230-pound outside ‘backer Andre 
Monts is expected to develop into Air Force's next 
great defender, 

Ie’s a rebuilding year for the secondary, hav- 
ing lost three starters. Sophomore comer Reggie 
Rembert, who played in every game last season, 
making 22 tackles, had a good spring to secure 
a spot on top of the depth chart, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Senior Ryan Harrison again takes on the dual 
role after averaging 42.9 yards a punt, kicking 
a school record 19 field goals and leading the con- 
ference with 32 touchbacks on kickoffs, Rembert 
inherits Halls pune and kickoff return duties, 


OVERVIEW 
The Falcons might have surprised themselves a 
year ago with a second-place finish while maximiz- 
ing their senior talent on offense. There's no ques- 
tion the program is back on solid footing, If some- 
one can take control at quarterback, the Falcons 
should grab one of the MWC’s four bowl berths, 


(04, 62) 

k OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Sept. 6 ‘at Wyoming i Bate CAROLINA a Scoring 299 48 
‘Sept. 13 atHouston = we Toy (OT) 20-17 Rushing 299.5 2 
‘Sept. 20 UTAH | Lat BYU 6-31 eae an tH 
CO cae! : 

IL E 

DEERE SAUDIRHOISIED VW) at coloradn State 46021), || /OEME | (PENGAME” RUE 
Oct. 18 at UNLV |W WYOMING 20-12 | Scoring aa 2 
Oct. 23) NEWMEXICO | L atNewMexico, 31-34 | ‘ushing 1985 45 
Nov. 1 atarmy 9 W ARMY 30-10 | Passing 22.2 68 
Nov 8 GOLORADOSTATE WS eCb Snare $885 
Nove BYU ‘Armed Foroes Bow! TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
Nov, 22 atTCU | Lvs California 86-42. -+10 “7 15 


RYAN HARP. 


Depth Chart. 


Offense 

Pos, Nam Ht. Wt 
QB Eric Herbort Sat 185 

Shea Smith 190 
FB Todd Newell 210 

‘Jared Tew 205 
TB kyle Lumpkin 5-9 180 5 

Savier Stephens Sal 190__S0 
WR Sean Quintana 62 205 ot. 


Spencer Armstrong __6:1_195__Sr. 


WR Ty Paffett. S11 180 Sr. 
Haldermar 5-11 175 So. 
Te Travis Dekker* 6-4 245 Ste 
Steve Shaffer iz3 230. So. 
LT Keith Williams* 66 275 Sr 
Matt Markling 6-6 270 So. 
1G Nick Charles* 6-4 285 dn 
Jake Morrow 280___So. 
c Andrew Pipes 64 265 ‘Sr. 
Michael Hampton 6-2 275 It 
RG Peter Lusk 6-3 275 on 
‘Tyler Shonsheck 6-1 240___ So. 
RT Chris Campbell. 63 270 In 
Ben Marshall 6-4 245 So. 
Deiense 

Po: Name iit wt cl 
Le ‘Jake Paulson 6-5 265 Sr 
Ryan Gonzales 6-3 300 Ire 
NG Ben Garland* 6-5 270 ote 
Jared Marvin*® 5-11 265 Ste 
RE Ryan Kemp* 6-5 255 0 Sr 
Rick Ricketts: 6-3 260 So. 
OLB Andre Morris. I~ 230 © So. 
ss Morales 6-3 250 St 
TLB John Falgout 6-0 225 ot 
Justin Moore 215 dhe 
TLB Ken Lamendola 62 230 So, 
Brandon Reeves 61 730__Sn 
OLB Hunter Altman’ 6-0 215) Sh 
William Kuechter 6-0 200 So. 
CB Brenton Byrd $10 190 Jr 
Elliott Battle So. 
cB Reggie Rembert ‘So, 
‘ss Chris Thomas* dr, 
Stephan Atrice j-1 So. 
fs Aaron Kirchoff ‘Ste 
Luke Yeager ‘Sr, 

Special Teams 

Po: Name cl 
PK Ryan Harrison* 6-1 180 Sr, 
Pp Ryan Harrison* 6-1 180 Sr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Mike Leach — At Texas Tech and overall: 
65-37, 8 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
19; 10 offense, 8 defense, punter 


‘5 TO WATCH 


QB Graham Harrell, WR Michael Crabtree, 
0G Louis Vasquez, WR Eric Mortis, 5 
FS Darcel McBath, DE Brandon Williams, 

LB Marlon Williams) LB Brian Duncan. 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
~ The offense returns virtually everyone and 
should again be one of the nation’s most — 
|prolific and effective passing attacks, 
The defense also continues to make — 
_ tremendous strides under coordinator 
Ruffin McNeill. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


Tech must be on top of its game every 
week once the conference race begins, 
"something the Raiders have never done, — 

Tech is notorious for losing games it 
shouldn't or failing to show up for a game 
or two. There is enough talent to beat 
anybody, but can they avoid beating 
themselves? s 


"WR Danny Amendola, $$ Joe Garcia, 
CB Chris Parker, PK Alex Trlica 


Texas Tech hasn't won an outright confer- 

| ence title since 1955. If the Raiders are _ 

| ever going to do it, this is the year. Tech’s 
offense should be sensational, and the 
defense just keeps getting better. Tech 

| needs to prove it can be consistently good 
week in and week out, If the Raiders do 
that, then a league title is within reach. 


More Points, More Passes ... and Better Defense 


s| ees Tech’s “Air Raid” offense en- 
ters the season with even higher ex- 
pectations than normal — if that’s even 
possible. 

Wide receiver Michael Crabtree led 
the nation in receptions and receiving 
yards last season, while Graham Har- 
rell became the sixth quarterback in 
NCAA history to pass for 5,000 yards 
in a season. 

But the prolific passing pair spent the 
offseason talking about the need to im- 
prove communications. 

“We need to get on the same page 
more often,” Crabtree said. “We really 
want to elevate our game. That goes for 
the whole offense. With so many ver- 
erans, there’s no excuse for not being 
on top of our game every time we take 
the field.” 

In other words, expect more points. 

Meanwhile, the Red Raiders led the Big 
12 in passing defense (12th nationally), 
and Tech — a school that has sometimes 
appeared to disregard its own defense 
— actually led the entire league in total 
defense over the final eight games of last 
season. But you would never know that 
by talking to the returning players. 

“We've got a lot to prove,” said defen- 
sive end Brandon Williams. “(Defensive 
coordinator Ruffin McNeill) isn’t going 
to put up with the mistakes we made last 
year or the inconsistencies. It’s time for 
us to step it up.” 

Translation: Defensive expectations 


are also skyrocketing on the South 
Plains. 


Tech earned its eighth straight post- 
season bid under Mike Leach last sea- 
son, winning its fifth bowl in the last 
six tries. Under Leach, the Raiders have 
won 65 games since 2000 (third most in 
the Big 12), and they have won at least 
eight games in six consecutive seasons. 

Tech is the only school in the Big 12 
to be bow! eligible every year since the 
creation of the conference. 

But listen closely to the players. The 
Raiders are far from satisfied, and they're 
intent on being recognized this season as 
one of the prominent programs in the 
country. 

“We know all about going to bowl 
games and winning bow! games,” said 
defensive back Darcel McBath. “Our 
goal this year is to win the Big 12.” 

That has never happened. In fact, Tex- 
as Tech never won an outright South- 
west Conference title, either, although 
the Raiders did share top SWC honors 
in 1976 and ‘94. 

With 19 returning starters, including 
10 on offense, this could be the best team 
Tech has fielded in decades. If Leach and 
the Raiders are ever going to make a se- 
rious push for supremacy in the Big 12, 
now is the time to do it. 


OFFENSE 


Texas Tech has never had a Heisman 
Trophy winner, although that could 
change this season with receiver Mi- 
chael Crabtree or quarterback Graham 
Harrell. 

Crabtree, although only a sophomore, 
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is one of the nation’s top receivers. He 
compiled almost 2,000 receiving yards 
a year ago and scored 22 touchdowns, 
all while still learning the position. 

Crabtree, who won the Biletnikoff 
Award as the nation’s top receiver, open- 
ly discussed his desire to win the Heis- 
man in ’08. After what he did in his 
rookie season, it might not be wise to 
bet against him. 

If he doesn't win, maybe his quarter- 
back should. Tech's offense is so consis- 
tent in producing gaudy passing num- 
bers that Harrell often doesn’t receive 
the recognition he deserves. Harrell is 
probably the most polished and physi- 
cally talented quarterback the Red Raid- 
ers have had under Leach. 

Harrell has passed for 10,260 yards 
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‘2007 stats: §8.3 ypg rushing (12th in Big 12/118th in NCAA), 470.3 ypg passing (1sVst), 528.6 yng total offense (¥st/2nd), 40.9 ppg (Srd/7th) 


COMMENT 

0B Possibly the best quarterback ever at Tech. 
RB __ Shannon Woods” ‘Sr___ Already has scored 26 career touchdowns, Kobey Lewis, Jr. 
WR _ Michael Crabtree” So. Too big and too fast for virtually any CBto defend. ‘Todd Walker, Jt, 
WR __ Edward Britton” Jt. Fourth-leading receiver with 48 catches last year. Lyle Leong, So. 
WR __Efic Morris" Sr.__ Produced nine receiving touchdowns in 2007. ‘Adam James, Fr. 
WR__Detron Lewis So. _ Only new starter in the offensive lineup. Tramain Swindall, Fr, 
__ Rylan Reed* Sr___Former baseball player allowed one sack lastyear. __ Mickey Okafor, Fr. 
LG __Lovis Vasquez" Sr.__ One of the top OL in Texas Tech history. Stephen Hamby, Jr 
C Shawn Byrmes* Jt Solid blocker and snapper in the shotgun set. dustin Keown, So. 
RG Brandon Carter* Jf Massive blocker (6-7, 334) is one of the Big 12's best._ Stephen Hamby, Jr. 
RT__Marlon Winn” Jt___Took over starting job midway through 2007. Jake Johnson, Sr. 

“Returning Starter 


‘2007 stats: 177.0 ypg rushing (10th in Big 12/@2nd NCAA), 188.4 ypg passing (1st/12th), 365-4 ypg total ottense (3ra/45th), 25.9 npg (Sth/48th) 


DE Jake Ratliff” 


St__Has produced 10 tackles for loss in two years, Daniel Howard, J. 


NT__Colby Whitlock* 


So. Freshman All-American had 8.5 TFLs, 


Bobby Agoucha, Fr. 


OT Rajon Henley” 4 Quick and strong; was hero inthe Gator Bowl. Richard Jones, Jr. 


DE Brandon Williams* dt. 


Team leader with six sacks in 2007. 


Sandy Riley, Jr. 


18 Bront Bird So. __Needs big year to solcty improving defense, ‘Tyrone Sonar Fr. 
(8 Brian Duncan* So.__Has made a smooth transition to MLB. Victor Hunter, J 

LB Marlon Williams* _—__Jt._Has the chance to be 1B. Blake Collier, Jt. 

CB Jamar Wall" Jr Excellent cover corner had five picks in'07. LaRon Moore, So. 

CB Marcus Bunton ___Sr.__Will be tested early and often opposite Wall, Pete Richardson, Jr. 
$S_Anthony Hines Sr____ Good hitter should not miss a beat as starter. Lance Fuller, St. 

FS Darcel McBath* ‘Sr. Savwy veteran had 73 tackles and two picks in’07, Danie! Charbonnet, Sr. 


“Returning Starter 


and 86 touchdowns in the past two sea- 
sons, He needs 43 touchdown passes 
this year — his average over the past two 
seasons — to break the NCAA record 
for scores (131), set last year by Hawaii's 
Colt Brennan. 

Harrell completed 71.8 percent of 
his attempts last year, led the nation in 
passing and earned MVP honors at the 
Gator Bowl. If he can do a better job of 
protecting the football — he threw 14 
picks in 2007 — he could shatter plenty 
of NCAA records. 

Ed Britton, Detron Lewis and Eric 
Morris also are also solid receivers, while 
the offensive line could be one of the 
best units in school history. Ic returns 
intact, led by left guard Louis Vasquez. 

The Raiders are still unsettled at 


running back, but any of the top four 
prospects (Aaron Crawford, Shannon 
Woods, Kobey Lewis or Baron Batch) 
seems capable of producing solid num- 
bers. 


DEFENSE 

The fact that Tech’s offense is loaded 
with promising playmakers is not un- 
usual. What makes this team appear to 
be a more legitimate contender for the 
Big 12 Conference crown is what is hap- 
pening on defense. 

Ever since Ruffin McNeill took over 
as defensive coordinator following a bit- 
terly disappointing loss at Oklahoma 
State last Sept. 22, the Raiders have been 
so good on defense that they are even 
frustrating their own offense. 


wuwiw.uNDYSSPOATS.com 2008 


RED RAIDERS RECRUITING 2008 


y | MeKinner Dixon, DE 

ie Dixon rejoins the roster after spending two years in junior college. 
a During his true freshman campaign, he earned the earliest start on 

: defense fora player in the Mike Leach era. He is poised to bolster the 
g defensive line, already going through spring practice. 
= 
w 
5 Branton SeSay, DE 
5  SeSay was the top signee in this class. He originally signed with 
a Georgia out of high school and has since turned himself into a 6-7, 
itr} 275-pound pass-rushing specialist. He could earn himself a starting 
Sy job immediately. 
g 
3 Donnie Garona, K 
ity Replacing Alex Trlica won't be easy, Carona put 80 percent of his 
> kickoffs into the end zone in high school 
m 

Nae Pos, Hr. Wr. Stars Homerown! Scwo0t 


Carona K 00 Kelly 
Ghose Tevas, Tech over Baylor. Second-eam AllSlate Hit four of ve fi goa 
attempts...Averaged 42.2 yards per punt...Rushed for 792 yards and nine touchdowns, 


Cody Davis 1B OO 62 205 Stephenville, TX ‘Stephenville 
Second-team all-state selection. 
Meckinner Dixon Cisco 6.0. 


° Cisco, TX 
Rated as ne No, 18 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


‘Seth Doege: B ° a Woltforth, TX Frenship 
Rated as the No, 71 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com,..Rated as the nation’s 


No, 18 pro-style quarterback. 


Comellus Douglas ATH OOO 5-9 180 Lawton, OK Lawton 
Rated saline No 9 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
lo. 71 athlete 


Joey Fowler 3 
Rated as the No, 12 overall pros 


6-4 260 Oklahoma City, OK Westmoare 
spect in kahoma by Rivals.com... Rated a he nations 
No, 37 strongside defensive en 


Deveric Gallington §=— OL 
Rated as the No. 69 ove 
No, 23 offensive guard. 


° 6-4 320, North Richland Hills, TK Rlchland 
prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 


‘Ryan Haliburton tE COO 6-4 234 Woltforth, TX Frenship 
Rated as the No. 94 overall prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 strongside defensive end. 


Harrison Jeffers = RB © — 59 195 Lawton, OK Eisenhower 
Rated as the No. 4 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 all-purpose back 


Joe King a ooo 6-6 297 Oklahoma City, OK Putnam City North 
Rated as the No. 15 overall prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 79 offensive tackle. 


rivals.com 


& Committments 
a 

my 

wy 

wy — 

Ee 

Comelius Douglas, WR 


Douglas was offered scholarships at 
five positions. But Leach sees him as 
Tech's next playmaking inside receiver, 
in the mold of Wes Welker and Danny 
Amendola. Douglas may redshirt, but 
it wouldn't surprise anyone in Lubbock 
if he contributed right away. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 45 


BIG 12; 10 


2009 NEEDS 


Defensive backs and linebackers will be the 
focus of Tech’s 2009 class since only one 
linebacker and two defensive backs signed 
this year. You'll see the Red Raiders sign 
their customary four offensive line prospects 
and one quarterback, but defense is where 
the coaches will focus. 


Name Pos. Ht Stans Homerown ScH00L 
Broderick Marshall DE 65 280 Tyler, ‘Junior College 
Rated as the No. 83 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com 
Terry McDaniel oO ° 6-7 333. Diana, ‘New Diana 
Rated as the nation's Hfensive tackle by Rivals.com, 

E1Paso, 1X Canutilo 


Brandon Reid ° 62 208 
Rated as the nation’s No. 88 athlete by Rivals.com. 


sare Routt 8 6-0. 205 Cofleule, KS Cofeyille Cc. 
Signed wth Texas Tech out of high sehookThen redsited one year at Coeyvile 
and will have three years to play. 


© — 67 275 Visalia, CA College of the Sequoias 
je prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


‘Austin Zowalik = ATH OO ‘Lubbock, TX Coronado 
Red Raiders added sleeper late...Threw for 2,908 yards and 25 touchdowns and 
rushed for 971 yards and 15 TDs as a senior. 
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Nine Hoxerows No, Nawe Homerownt 
22 _GERARDO ACEVEDO __WR_6-1_195 0 Mision 99°_RICHARD ones Tt 277_ at LaMargue 
49 _wiouAgL AGUAR 1B 1220 de ingen 28 SHANE Jones Wa $21 1980 Keri 
62 ADRIAN ARCHIE ——OL_65_—33_S0 Hurteile 73ST cB Andee 8 
6% BRITON BARGE OT 62298 8 Alene JONATHAN LACOUR__F_—62 206 So Kingwood 
25 BARON BATE, msi 209 $9 Midland 93 _YLELEOWG WR 611650 Alene 
45 sour 63 ms des 2 DETRONLEWIS__—WR_61_198 So alage Station 
ob ARK ARKER WR 6-2 180 So Wolo 21 KOBEY LEWIS moss mk Alene 
27_fowanD BITTON _WR_ 61183 Hitso 1g STERAN LOUCKS a1 Atle Rock AR 
1 MARCUS BUNTON C858 196 Se Tylor") DANEEL MGBATH ——=$ 61196 Se Cinervie 
$8 LayponsuRGE ___oL_63_ 24 _ $0 Lemder 57 FRAMKLUMITEHEM S62 194 _50 ein 
$0 AIST BURNS __0S_ 50 246 Midland 25 LARON MOORE DB 59 186 Soest Gy, Ox 
$1 swe ems ek 38) Procni. ALt2RIC MORRIS WR $8 1S Sallowater 
51 IAGKCAMPBELL 1864225 OT an ae 3 sae 
sates a Ls Frisco 95 avo wan mL_65 0 ft omer Mound 
16 BRANDON CARTER OL a Longview 

33 sno mteessoN cB 69 ving 
10 DANIEL CHARBOWET_$ 511195 _ $e tated aren teste LET Gi ERATE iy 
TAYLOR CHARBONNET. DB S10_155 fr ey a oe a 
3a Lane CLA A637 Selon 70 oon 65 303s Daas 
35 “MAKECULLIER 1B 62212 Sustin 

35_tavtoR Ports a 65 2S Abilene 
5 MICHAEL CRABTREE WR 63.208 So SiS same aera aa 
32_AAROW cRAWTORD —_AD_$11_202_ 0 aap setake Piva) o> kaa aT 
4 DOMIWOUE DLPECHE OL_6 380 Fort Worth 

86 LA. REED S62 ms Conte 
32_BRETTDEWHURST $6120) i rata Ga Sie i 
57 BRAN DUNCAN 1B 6-1__239_So__—Bton Rouge LA 

0 _AomaN esse te 2 Longview 
76 LONE EDWARDS OL_65_383_fe Bownuboro 

31_Peve RICHARDSON cB a Mashoge, OF 
75_SLAKE EMEaT OL 64288 Galan 

46 saNOY RILEY DE 61 Houton 
o7_ stay esrete DE_ 62 22 $0 Nisou iy 

38_20KOY ROWLAND $1199 Nuateth 
SAM POH iB sai 24h Mono, 

24_DESHON sivDERS DB 61188 Hobbs WM 
2am uaa Barn 

34_ cums stort DB 63 15S Pisa 
37_cony rowusR X58 17s ‘The Woodlands 

$2 _BRANDON SHARPE DE_63_20_ 8 tyons, GA 
5 2ACOBY RANKS WR 6182 _fr ange 

16 sTivev sherry 0B 64195 $0 huge 
2 taveeruuige S62 222 Sk —_—Situon Vey 

rt s as ft sou Ci 
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dam James, the son of former SMU star run- 

ning back and current college football 
announcer Craig James, had a productive spring 
at inside receiver for the Red Raiders. 

James, a redshirt freshman, earned the praise 
of Mike Leach and inside receivers coach 
Lincoln Riley for his work ethic and hands. His 
dad was seen around a few practices, as well. 

* Split end Edward Britton was arrested and 
sent to Lubbock County dail in early April when, 
after a traffic stop, officers found a warrant for 
Britton’s arrest stemming from an alleged alter- 
cation at a bar two years earlier. 

Britton did not miss practice time, and Leach 
said it was a dead issue that would not be dis- 
cussed unless something else surfaced. 

* Texas Tech's victory over Virginia in the Jan. 
1, 2008, Gator Bowl was its 10th bowl win in 
school history. Half of those victories have come 
in the past six years. 

* Tech might have received a huge lift when 
prior to the start of spring practices the NCAA 
cleared defensive tackle Chris Perry to play in 
2008. Perry originally signed with Miami (Fla.) in 
February 2007 and then redshirted. He trans- 
ferted to Tech at mid-term and was cleared to go 
through spring drills with the Red Raiders. 

* L.A, Reed came to Tech as a promising 
receiver, but he spent the spring of his senior 
season at strong safety. Reed proved to be a 
proficient tackler on special teams, and he might 
play more at safety than at receiver. 

* Leach was so flustered with his offense after 
the Red-Black spring game that he wondered if 
Tech could beat Lubbock High. 

"T think (the head of our offensive players 
are) in the newspaper,” Leach told the Lubbock 
Avalanche-Journal. 

"I think those guys are reading too many 
press clippings, buying into everyone saying how 
good they are, They haven't played a down yet 
this year. They haven't proven a thing. We don’t 
know that we can beat Lubbock High School 
right now.” 


PASSING 
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Tech's defense often outplayed the of- 
fense this spring, winning scrimmages 
and the annual Red-Black Game. It was 
the continuation of an inspiring and 
impressive trend that began last fall and 
carried Tech to the top of many statisti- 
cal categories among Big 12 defenses. 

“We are playing defense with supreme 


confidence,” free safety Darcel McBath 
said. “Our goal is to be the No. 1 de- 
fense in the Big 12.” 

That is no longer a preposterous state- 
ment. McBath, who has 26 career starts, 
and left cornerback Jamar Wall, who had 
five interceptions last year, are leaders in 
the secondary. 

Even the top candidates to step into 
new starting roles — Marcus Bunton 
at right corner, and Anthony Hines or 
converted receiver L.A. Reed at strong 
safety — are seniors with plenty of pre- 
vious playing experience. 

The front seven is loaded with prov- 
en performers. End Brandon Williams 
should be a terrific pass rusher, while 
tackles Rajon Henley and Colby Whit- 


lock are big-time run-stoppers. Senior 


end Jake Ratliff played a major role in 
the defensive revival last fall, but trans- 
fers Daniel Howard and McKinner Dix- 
on could take over his starting role, 


Sophomore Brian Duncan anchors the 


middle of the linebacking corps. Sopho- 
more Bront Bird and redshirt freshman 
‘Tyrone Sonier are waging a heated battle 
to fill the strongside lineback 
nior Marlon Williams i 


side linebacker, where he recorded 81 


. And ju- 


back at weak- 


tackles last year, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Tech will miss the consistency of Alex 
Trlica, who converted 233 consecutive 
extra point attempts. True freshman 
Donnie Carona is one of the leading 


candidates to replace him, although 


| Texas Tech's Winning Tread 1998-2007 


BEST — 
™ BRIGHTEST 


Graham Harrell, OB 

There might not a more 
composed or cool passer in 
the country than the incom- 
ing third-year starter. 


| Harrell, who won the Sammy 
| Baugh Trophy last year as the 


nation’s top passer, is a threat 


) to throw for 400, 500 or 600 


yards any time he takes the 
field. ... He has been’ espe- 
cially good in. bowl games, 
Harrell was the MVP of the Gator Bow last year and 
was the Offensive MVP of the 2006 Insight Bow... 


His caeer passing percentage is 69 
EMERGING STAR 


Michael Crabtree, WR 
‘This could easily be 


 Crabtree’s last year in 


‘Lubbock; the redshirt sopho- 
more will be eligible for the 
NPL Draft in 2009. ... In 
addition to being such a big 
target (6-3, 208), Crabtree is 
deceptively fast/and fearless 
across the middle, .. Crabtree 
averaged 10.2 points per “ 


} game tast season (22 touch- 


downs and) 132 total points), ranking seventh 
nationally, in scoring. He is the first ‘Tech 


| receiver to lead the team in scoring since Lloyd 


Hill in 1992. 
TOP NEWCOMER: 


‘MeKinner Dixon, DE 
He's back, ... OK, Mckinner 
Dixon is perhaps not really 
brand new, but he is back on |) 
the roster after earning 
Freshiman All-American hon= 
ors during ‘Tech's 2005 
Cotton Bowl season, Dixon 
lost his eligibility for aca- 
demic reasons and began a 
long climb back to Lubbock, 5 
v=» Led Cisco (Texas) Junior t 
College with nine sacks and 68 tackles last fall. 
.». Went through spring ball and played well. 
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Player Profile 


‘Old Man’ McBath 
Leads Revived D 


Texas Tech free safety Darcel McBath, 
with three younger sisters at home, is 
quite familiar with being considered “the 
man of the house.” 

The senior does acknowledge his new 
status as “the old man” of the Red Raider 
defense has been a bit of an adjustment. 

“1 do feel pretty old,” said McBath, who 
arrived on the Tech campus in 2004. 

“Most of the guys I came with are gone 
now. They've been drafted or they have 
jobs now. I've seen a lot of guys come and 
go. It gives me a unique perspective on our 


defensive history and what we are doing 
now.” 

McBath has been around Lubbock long 
enough to know that Tech's defense has 
long been perceived as the weak link of 
the team and has long been blamed for not 
holding up its end of the bargain. 

Texas Tech's offense under Mike Leach 
has been known for its fireworks; the de- 
fense has been known for flameouts. 

That began to change last year once 
Leach promoted Ruffin McNeill to defensive 
coordinator prior to the fifth game of the 
season. The Raiders responded to the fiery 
MeNeill’s style by leading the Big 12 in to- 
tal defense during the last eight games of 
the season. 

The personable McBath, who had 73 
tackles last year, was a big part of that de- 
fensive revival. The senior is heading into 
his final year in Lubbock with a sense there 
is a change in the way fans, students and 
fellow players view the Tech defenders. 

“I just sense that people on our own 
campus look at us with a little more respect 
after the way we played defense down the 
stretch,” McBath said. 

“Tt makes me feel really good, obviously. 
And it makes you want to work even harder 
to prove that we have a great defense to go 
along with the great offense that everyone 
knows about.” 

The defense actually ended up steal- 
ing the spotlight throughout much of the 
spring, although McBath is careful not to 
pit the defense against the offense. 

“We're a team, first and foremost,” he 
said. 

“This is the best team I've been a part 
of in terms of talent, leadership, chemis- 
try and work ethic since I've been around 
here. This team has real balance, and we 
can win a shootout or we can win a defen- 
sive battle. We've got youth, and we've got 
old guys like me.” 


walk-ons Cory Fowler and Brad Nam- 
dar could also handle kicking responsi- 
bilities. 

The punting chores are in the capable 
hands of Jonathan LaCour, who aver- 
aged 42.6 yards last season, Eric Morris 
and Jamar Wall are likely to handle punt 
returns, while Edward Britton, L.A. 
Reed and Detron Lewis were all valuable 
kickoff returners last season. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Raiders should not have any 
problems ironing out the kinks through 
a soft non-conference schedule. 

Tech also has a pair of key open dates 
on the schedule, the first coming just 
before the start of Big 12 play and the 
second before what could be a critical 
trip to Oklahoma. 

Aside from a road game in Norman 
on Nov, 22, the most perilous point of 
the season is a three-game stretch from 
Oct. 18 to Noy. 1 — at Texas A&M, 
at Kansas and at home against Texas. 

The Raiders have lost five straight to 
the Longhorns. 

— Rusty Burson 


SCHEDULE 
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Lick your 
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Odehioctelle 


~ sizzles! 


Big news, humans: The Mtn.’s 2008 college 
‘: football schedule is out. And, mere 


you, it’s worth barkin it. 
yee meanycan you say BYU at Utah? CSU 


at Air Force? Nevada at UNLV? Are you 
kidding me? These rivalries are sweeter 
than a T-bone sizzling on the neighbor's 
grill (not that I’ve ever, you know, helped 
myself or anything). 


~ i Get ready for 30 (yep 30!) games this 
mY season on The Mtn. It’s the best of Mountain 
: West Conference football, coming to you 


all season long. Don’t know about you, 
but we’re drooling already. 


the 
mt MountainWest 
@]' SPORTS NETWORK 


TR dhe 


WHERE THE WEST. IS WON 


@ new football season on The’ Min And check otit the 2008)schedule At wwwithentin.tv, Woot 


ro*> 


PICKING THE MT 
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Can Anyone Here Stop BYU from Date in BCS? 


YU is going for history. 
Only once before in the school’s 
storied history had the Cougars 
posted back-to-back unbeaten confer- 
ence seasons. That was 1983-84 in the 
Western Athletic Conference when Steve 
Young and Robbie Bosco were under 
center and LaVell Edwards patrolled the 
sidelines. 

BYU has done it again ... and now 
there's talk of the Mountain West's first 
three-peat. 

BYU returns 10 starters on an offense 
that led the league in scoring and total 
yards. The Cougars, prohibitive MWC 
favorites, enter the season with the 
nation’s longest winning streak (10) and 
home winning streak (12). 

As for the contenders, Utah has its 
best outfit since the 2004 Fiesta Bowl 
and TCU always factors in the race. 

“TCU has incredible talent and great 
(recruiting) resources in its own back- 
yard. BYU has phenomenal facilities. 
Utah has location and incredible facilities 
piggy-backed from hosting the Olympics,” 


Air Force coach Troy Calhoun said. 

“Every single one of those three 
should be top three every year.” 

Yet, Calhoun took the Falcons to a 
second-place finish in his debut last 
season, also taking home MWC Coach of 
the Year honors. 

BYU is used to getting the nice trip 
to Las Vegas to play a Pac-10 team in 
the postseason, but it wants more. An 
unbeaten record — perhaps even a 
one-loss record — should mean a BCS 
bowl bid. 

If the Cougars establish their BCS cre- 
dentials against Washington and UCLA 
early, the next hurdle is a Thursday 
road game at TCU. 

“If indeed we get the chance to get 
through the non-conference schedule, 
it doesn’t mean we can make it through 
the conference without any losses,” said 
BYU coach Bronco Mendenhall. 

Citing the perfect records that Utah, 
Boise State and Hawaii needed for BCS 
bowl entry, Mendenhall said “you don’t 
want it to be your only goal.” 


BYU has all the requisites in terms 
of returning stars, led by quarterback 
Max Hall and junior defensive end Jan 
Jorgensen, fifth nationally in sacks last 
season. 

The other six teams aren’t conceding 
anything to the Big Three, as Calhoun 
proved in his first run last season. At 
New Mexico, 11-year veteran Rocky Long 
is now the dean of Mountain West coach- 
es and retums an impressive roster. 

To some outside observers, the MWC 
disappeared from the national landscape 
when it left ESPN in 2006 for what is 
now a three-tiered Versus/CBS College 
Sports/niche cable network. The Mtn., 
which served as a model for the Big 
Ten’s own channel, secured a national 
satellite contract with DirecTV. 

The MWC appeared on ESPN just long 
enough to collect the annual award for 
the conference with the best winning 
bowl percentage at 4-1. This time, the 
MWC won't be satisfied until it plays on 
New Year's Day. Or later. 

— Natalie Meisler 


Mountain West Picks 


1, BYU 
| 2. Utah 
3, TCU 
UY. New Mexico | 
5, Wyoming 


6. Alr Force: 


7. San Diego St. 
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Lindy's 2008 »@§ rere 
ALL-MLUC Team 


Utah at Michigan Champion 


it Colorado vs. Colorado State (Denver) (ime CiCONON Saal ad 
OFFENSE ‘st Team s San Diego State at Notre Dame mwe #2 
Texas t New Mexi i 2 
QB Max Hall ie BYU 6 exas A&M at New Mexico Poinsettia Bowl vs. Pac-10 #7 
RB Rodney Ferguson Sr. — New Mexico 5 BYU at Washington Nines 
RB Harvey Unga So. BYU | Sept. 13 UCLA at BYU ‘Armed Forces Bowl vs. C-USA 
WR Ryan Wolfe Jr. UVES Sf) Seot.27 TCU at oklahoma 
WF usun Colles ae teams SY) oct. 2 Oregon State at Uiah we #4 
HUE sy Deus Etta UE ava i New Mexico Bowl vs. WAC #3 
C Blake Schlueter Sr. TCU Ook New/Mexicovat BYU 
OL Ray Feinga Sr. BYU Oct. 16 BYU at TCU 
OL Dallas Reynolds Sr. BYU Nov. 6 TCU at Utah 
POEs Robert Conley Sr: Utah | Nov. 8 Wyoming at Tennessee 
OL Nick Charles Jr. Air Force 
\AP> “Aaron Brown Sr. TCU Nov. 15 BYU at Air Force 


PK Louie Sakoda Sr. Utah Nov. 22 BYU at Utah 


| OL Jan Jorgensen Jt. BYU 

| DL John Fletcher dr Wyoming 
DL Ryan Kemp Sr. Air Force PATS a ae 
DL Paul Kruger So. Utah i 1, Ray Feinga -5, 334); BYU's O-line factory continues. 
LB Russell Allen Sr. San Diego St. 2 2, Jan Jorgensen His 14 sacks as.a sophomore has him on NFL radar: 
LB Jason Phillips Sr. TCU y ter dite 7 2 ; 
1B! Ward Dobbs oF Wyoming z 3, DeAndre Wright’ New Mexico Continues Lobos’ tradition inthe secondary. 
DB DeAndre Wright Sr. New Mexico i 4, Jason Phillips Sr. TCU Height (6-1) only question for converted fullback. 

DB Stephen Hodge Sr. TCcU a) 5. Kory Spey Colorado St, Sperry (6:6, 254) played like first-day pick before ACL. 
me ae ea Pe ‘air aye $ 6. Devin Moore Sr. Wyoming Clocked at 4.31 seconds; has made steady improvement. 
Beztirauesakodse eter Utah Bo Uh Athletic enough to find a position in NFL injures a concer 

OFFENSE ='Second Tear Q 8. Stephen Hodge TCU His eight sacks last season led nation’s safeties. 
OB sa brian Johneoh eo ESE eh W 9, Max Hall BYU Not in a cass with alltime BYU greats, but give him time 
RB Darrell Mack Sr. Utah |) 10. Frank Summers Ri UNLV Packs 240 pounds of NFL fullback punch, 


RB Devin Moore Sr Wyoming 
WR Darren Mougey Sr. San Diego St. 


WR Casey Flair Sr. UNLV. 
TE — Kory Sperry Sr. Colorado St. 
|. Tim Bond Sr. Wyoming ost pibtfensive photensive Newcomer 
ae faluable jayer of the layer of the of the 
OL Travis Bright Sr. BYU Player Year Year Year 
OL Matt Murphy So UNLV , 
OL Zane Beadles Jr. Utah Max Hall Brian Johnson Jan Jorgensen Alona Key 
OL David Oswald Sr. BYU QB, BYU QB, Utah DE, BYU WR, Utah 
AP Brent Casteel Sr. Utah 
PK Ryan Harrison Sr. Air Force 
DEFENSE - Second Team SES = RGSS 
| Most Accurate Passer Brian Johnson 
DL Koa Misi Jr. Utah Strongest Arm Max Hall 
DL Mitch Unrein Jr Wyoming [Best Scrambter Andy Dalton 
a set re a Rey Rf Coolest in the clutch Brian Johnson Utah 
ody Moore 1s TONAHESLID Rn DARN SIICSInmcis-ERaLL.. UNLV. 
LB Ricky Brewer So.” Colorado St. EO gaa aL eens RB es UNL 
UB Robert Henson Sr. TCU t Best Hands Austin Collie, WR 
LB Starr Fuimaono Jr, UNLV QJ@) Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
DB Rafael Priest’ Jr. TCU <i) Best Pass Blocker 
DB Klint Kubiak Jr. Colorado St. 2 | Best Run Blocker 
DB Glover Quin Sr. New Mexico | Best Pass Rusher Jan Jorgensen, DE 
ies SSW DRUN se cathy |) Best Cover Comer DeAndre Wright 
P Ryan Harrison Sr. Air Force 


Special Teams Demon Daryl Washington 
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overall, 8-0 MWC (1st) 


Bronco Mendenhall — At BYU and overall: 
28-10, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 2 
15; 10 offense, 3 defense, punter, kicker. 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| QB Max Hall, RB/Harvey Unga, TE Dennis 
Pitta, 0G Ray Feinga, OT Dallas Reynolds, 
WR Austin Collie, DE Jan Jorgensen 


. PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 


A loaded offense is ready to rewrite some 
Mountain West records and possibly some 
school marks as well. There's quality at 
running back and receiver. The team is / 
|, confident and hungry to get beyond the 
Las Vegas Bowl this season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


‘The defense has some new faces and 
doesn’t have a dominant player yet 
besides Jan Jorgensen. As much as 
Mendenhall wants to ignore distractions, 
there will be daily BCS talk if the Cougars 
have a successful September, 


1B Bryan Kehl, LB Kelly Popping, 
' DB Quinn Gooch 


The Cougars have swept through the 
league in each of the past two seasons, 
but it won't be easy to do it three times) 
in a row. There is a key Thursday night 
game at TCU, and the conference title — 
and a BCS berth — might rest on the sea- 
son-ender at rival Utah. BYU has the tal- 
ent to get it done, though. 


Utah native, Bronco Mendenhall was 
freshman at nearby Snow Junior 
College in 1984 when Brigham Young 
won the national championship. So he’s 
no stranger to expectations in Provo. 

Still, his introduction as a head coach 
was somewhat unsettling. 

“I felt (the pressure) from the begin- 
ning, being booed in the first home game 
I coached,” he said. “Certainly, there’s 
pressure now that the program is restored 
to respectability.” 

Back in September 2005, Cougar fans 
voiced their disapproval of avery un-BYU- 
like three points in a 20-3 opening loss to 
Boston College. After three straight bowl 
trips, two unbeaten Mountain West cam- 
paigns and the nation’s longest winning 
streak at 10 ... expectations have grown 
beyond scoring more than a field goal. 

“They introduced our team at a bas- 
ketball game and everyone was chanting 
“BCS! BCS,’” Mendenhall said. 

‘The Cougars have enough returning tal- 


ent on offense to fulfill those expectations. 

“Anybody who wants to be great will 
never be satisfied with being 11-2,” said 
All-America defensive end candidate Jan 
Jorgensen. 

Indeed. An 11-2 mark won't cut it for 
a Mountain West team trying to crash the 
BCS party. 

Non-league games against Washington 
and UCLA will go a long way in deter- 
mining whether BYU draws another BCS 
berth for the Mountain West, which has 
sent unbeaten Boise State and Hawaii to 
the big stage in the past two seasons. 

BYU might be able to stumble once and 


OQUGARS 


still make it, but not twice. Mendenhall 
blames himself for the Cougars’ previous 
early season woes. The team has lost twice 
by mid-September in each of the past two 
seasons, 

“T haven't done a great job of preparing 
the team early, especially for road games,” 
Mendenhall said. 

The Cougars should light up the score- 
board from the beginning of the season. They 
have no reason to start slowly this year, even 
against the Pac-10 teams. Win those 
and BYU can start thinking of the BCS. 


nes, 


There's no reason last year’s averages of 
442.8 yards and 30.1 points shouldn't im- 
prove behind a senior-dominated line and 
a seasoned backfield. 

And it isn't enough that all the receivers 
are back, Some of the brightest prospects 
in spring ball were Luke Ashworth and 
Spencer Hafoka, who were coming off 
their church missions. 

Teall starts with Max Hall, who last sea- 
son knocked off substantial rust from not 
playing since 2003. He originally went to 
Arizona State, left for a church mission, 
redshirted at BYU in ‘06 and was named 
the spring ball starter. 

Hall, not physically imposing at 6-1, 
201 pounds, simply put up the best pass- 
ing numbers (3,848 yards) of any sopho- 
more in the country, Heisman winner 
Tim Tebow included. 

He was still able to hand off 244 
times to Harvey Unga, a bruising back 
who became the school’s first freshman 
1,000-yard rusher, He’s active in the pass- 
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ing game, too, and simply tough to bring 
down however he is used. 

Unga might be even more active be- 
cause running back Manase Tonga, who 
carried 88 times for 305 yards and eight 
touchdowns last season, was ruled aca- 
demically ineligible in mid-May. 

AIl-MWC second-teamer Austin Collie 
leads the receiving corps, almost picking up 
last season where he left off when he won 
MWC Freshman of the Year honors before 
leaving for a mission. He caught 56 passes for 
946 yards and seven touchdowns last year. 

BYU has traditionally mass-produced 
tight ends. The emergence last season of 
Dennis Pitta allowed the staff to move Vic 
So’oto to linebacker. 

None of the gaudy numbers would be 
possible without a stellar line. The four 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 144.4 ypg rushing (Sth in MIWC/67th in NCAA), 298.4 passing (1sU/14th), 442.8 total offense (1st25th), 30.1 ppg (1st/47th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Max Hall* Jf Led nation’s sophs in passing yardage (3,848). Brenden Gaskins, Jr 
HB Harvey Unga’ So. Super freshman year with 1,227 yards, 13 TDs. J.J. Di Luigi, So. 

FB Fui Vakapuna* St___ Cougs won't hesitate to use NFL FB prospect. Wayne Latu, Jr. 

WR Michael Reed* Sr. Gained 449 yards as the fourth receiver. Luke Ashworth, So. 
WR _ Austin Collie” dr A 1,000-yard receiving season within reach. Spencer Hafoka, Fr. 
TE _Dennis Pitta* Jr. The league's top tight end; 59 catches in ’07. Andrew George, Jr. 
{Dallas Reynolds* Sr Onthe Outland and Lombardi watch lists. Matt Reynolds, Fr. 
LG Ray Feinga* Sr__ All-America candidate is on every watch list. Rid. Willing, Jr. 
G___Tom Sorenson Jf, Vanderbilt transfer steps into lineup. Garrett Reden, So. 
RG__Travis Bright* Sr. Has benched 540 pounds, Jason Speredon, So. 
RT__David Oswald* Sr__At6-8, he's a lean 230 pounds. Nick Alletto, So, 
*Returning Starter 


POS STARTER Ya. COMMENT 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 87.5 ypg rushing (1st in MWVC/Sth in NCAA), 210.4 passing (Gth/32nd), 207-8 total defense (1s1/10th), 18.5 ppg (2nd/9th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE lan Dulan* Jt Will be tested with Jorgensen double teamed. Brett Denney, Jr. 

NT Rick Wolfley So, __ Former O-lineman listed at 343 pounds. Mosese Foketi, Sr. 

DE Jan Jorgensen* ut Lombardi, Lott watch lists; 14 sacks in 2007. Brock Richardson, Sr 
LB Matt Bauman Jr. Started the final four games of last season. Grant Nelson, So. 

1B David Nixon Sr___Has career-high 66 tackles last year, 10 for loss. Grant Nelson, So. 

LB Shawn Doman. Jt Cousin of BYU QB coach Brandon Doman, Matt Ah You. Jr. 

LB Vic So'oto Jt Converted tight end gets a shot on defense. Matt Putnam, Fr. 

CB Brandon Howard Jf Has previously been a special teams contributor. G Pittman, Fr. 

CB__ Scott Johnson Jf, Local high school star gets a bigger role, : Brandon Bradley, So, 
SS __ Kellen Fowler Sr.___Has experience; started final five games in ‘07. Andrew Rich, So. 

FS David Tafuna St.__ Coming back from a foot injury, Jordan Pendleton, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


seniors, led by awards candidates Ray 
Feinga and Dallas Reynolds, have a com- 
bined 131 games to their credit, 


DEFENSE 

For all the offensive numbers, the de- 
fense ranked higher nationally, including 
ninth against the run, yielding 97.5 yards 
a game. This is the area hit hardest by 
graduation, though, as BYU lost most of 
its linebacking corps. There’s some youth 
in the secondary as well. 

Defensive end Jan Jorgensen figures to 
see nothing but double teams after domi- 
nating as a sophomore with 14 sacks, Jan 
Dulan returns as the starter on the other 
side, and there's some experience inside, 

There was one setback at linebacker 
when Terrance Hooks was lost in the spring 


toa severe knee injury. He isn’t expected to 
appear until midseason, if at all. 
Mendenhall originally came to BYU in 
2002 as the defensive coordinator, having 
established New Mexico as the league's pace- 
setter. His scheme is entrenched to the point 
where only the names and faces change. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Mitch Payne returns after hitting 10 
of 14 field goal tries to carry on the fam- 
ily name (he’s the brother of former BYU 
standout Matt Payne). But one of BYU's 
top recruits was Parade All-American Justin 
Sorenson, who kicked a 62-yarder in high 
school and could very well win the job. 

‘Austin Collie will handle return duties. 
He averaged 25.8 yards on kick returns 


last season. » g 
— Natalie Meisler 
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COLORADO STATE 


| ATA GLANCE | 


. 


and overall: 1st year 


RETURNING STAATERS: 
14; 7 offense, 6 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Kyle Bell, RB Gartrell Johnson II, 
TE Kory Sperry, $ Klint Kubiak, LB Jeff 
Horinek, DE Tommie Hill 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
‘The Ramsishould haye a strong running 
| game behind a line that is established for 
the first time in three years. There is 
revived defensive enthusiasm with the 
return of coordinator Larry Kerr, 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


‘There is negligible experience at wideout 
and quarterback, where Caleb Henie will 
be missed. The defensive line has some 
promise, but must be more stout against 
the run, starting with a tough-minded 
attitude. Non-conference schedule 
includes Colorado, Houston and Cal. 


WR Johnny Walker, WR Damon Morton, 
DE Jesse Nading, QB Caleb Hanie 


The new era at CSU involves some monu- 
mental rebuilding for the passing game 
and a return to the basics that made 
Colorado State a force from the mid-90s 
through the early part of this decade. 
That kind of dominance might never come 
again, but Fairchild should begin a slow 
march back toward the top half of the 
Teague. 


Rams Turn to Fairchild to Restore the Glory 


t was an uncomfortable ending for 

Colorado State legend Sonny Lubick, 
but the school filled the position with one 
of its own. 

Steve Fairchild, a former Rams offen- 


ive coordinator and quarterback — he 
second-team All-WAC behind Jim 
McMahon in 1980 — is replacing Lu- 


was 


ick, such an icon that his name is already 
on the stadium, 

Fairchild was offensive coordinator 
from 1997 to 2000 under Lubick, the 
70-year-old coach who is as beloved in 
Fort Collins as Joe Paterno is in State Col- 


lege, Pa., or Bobby Bowden in Tallahas- 


see, Fle 
Lubick would not go gently into re- 
tirement, so second-year athletic director 
Paul Kowalczyk told him days before the 
finale it would be the last game, Lubick 
refused the standard fund-raising post of 
fered to retiring coaches, although he did 
recommend Fairchild for the job. 

Kowalczyk gave Fairchild the budget 
to hire a solid staff. As Colorado Seate's 
league dominance eroded into four straight 
non-winning seasons, the Rams didn't have 
a single assistant coach making six figures. 

In late April, the school then announced 
a $20 million project for an indoor prac- 
tice facility, and an academic and training 
center, It all shows a financial commit- 
ment to winning. 


Now, it’s up to Fairchild to deliver. 


OFFENSE 


For the first few games, at least, nobody 
will be able to say Colorado State's offense 
is too predictable. 


Fairchild can't even forecast what the 
Rams will be running, saying only, “we 
have a long way to go.” 

Fairchild, who spent the past seven 
seasons in the NEL, will keep a close eye 
on the offense, He hired Greg Peterson, 
off recent stints at Washington State and 
Kansas State, as offensive coordinator. 

The staff surveyed schools across the 
country for playbook input. There will be 
some spread elements and plenty of two- 
back sets to take advantage of the depth at 
running back. The Rams showed shogun, 
multiple receiving sets and direct snaps to 
the running back this spring. 

Fairchild said he experimented to not 
only test the offensive talent, but to give 
the defense a new look in practice, 

Billy Farris, a decent runner with some 


arm strength, is the likely starting quarter- 


back. The senior is a former walk-on ju- 
nior college transfer who backed up Caleb 
Hanie the past two years. 

At receiver, the staff is counting on ju- 
nior college transfer Ryan Gardner and 
freshman Marquise Law to make an in- 
stant impact. 

Ayear ago this time, tight end Kory Sper- 
ty planned to be in the NFL. He put on 
a display in last season's opener against Col- 
orado, catching eight passes for 103 yards 
and three touchdowns. Then he suffered 
a torn ACL against Cal. He had to return to 
school, and should be fine in the fall. 

‘Two solid seniors are available at run- 
ning back. 

Kyle Bell, who struggled to regain his 
pre-ACL injury form a year ago, displayed 
his former explosiveness in spring ball. 
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Kory Sperry 


Gartrell Johnson III, who took over the 
starting job in midyear and finished with 
five 100-yard games, will alternate more 
with Bell this time around. 

It’s a good situation to have as Fairch- 
ild 


cal running that helped define the Rams 


to re-establish the kind of physi- 


success, 


DEFENSE 


The first person Fairchild called for his 
staff was Larry Kerr, who jumped at the 
chance to return as defensive coordinator. 
And he brought along former Duke col- 
league Scott Brown to whip up the defen- 
sive line. 

When Kerr left for UCLA after the 
2002 season, Colorado State's run defense 
eroded. It was 107th nationally last sea- 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 st 


7 ypg Pushing (3rd in MWVC/44th in NCAA), 212.2 passing (Gth/G8th), 878.8 total offense (4th/718t), 25.3 ppg (Sthv75th) 


STARTER YR. COMMENT 
QB Billy Farris St Stilla lot to be determined at this position. Grant Stucker, Jr. 
RB Kyle Bell Sr.___ Rushed for 1,288 yards in ‘05, pre-ACL tear. Gartrell Johnson Ill, Sr.* 
FB Zac Pauga* So. Good blocker; can also make plays in passing game, Miles Tamminga, So, 
WR _ Ryan Gardner Jt JC transfer is a big-time leaper, possible playmaker. __Rashaun Greer, Jr. 
WR Dion Morton Jr___ Averaged 26.8 yards on kick returns in 2007, Marquise Law, Fr. 
TE __Kory Sperry Sr.__NFL prospect should be fine after ACL surgery. Chris Kawulok, $r.* 
WT __Mark Starr So. Started the final two games as injury replacement. Paul Madsen, Fr, 
WG Shelley Smith* dr Started all 12 games a season ago, Ryan Griffith, So. 
C___TimWalter* Jf Has 14 starts over the past two seasons, Brian Lepak, So. 
8G__Adrian Martinez* Jr. Moving from tackle to guard, Scott Benedict, Jr. 
ST__ Cole Pemberton* Jr Yet another starting junior with good experience, Dane Stratton, St. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


POS STARTER 


YR. — COMMENT 


2007 stats: 207.3 yng rushing (Bth in MWC/107th in NCAA), 207.8 passing (4th/28th), 415,2 total defense (Bti/80%h), 30,8 poy (BtWvB6th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Wade Landers St__One start last season; made 27 tackles, Cory Macon, So, 

OT Matt Rupp. Sr.__ Had 10 tackles against Houston last season, Scott Carter, Fr. 

NG Nuku Latu Fr___ Impressive spring for redshirt with good feet. James Morehead, Jt. 
DE___Tommie Hill* Sr___ Should be fine after spring shoulder surgery, Ty Whittier, So, 

LB Ricky Brewer* So, Looks tobe a fixture for the next three years, John Clark, Sr. 

LB _ Jeff Horinek* Sr.___Team-high 94 tackles; started 26 games in a row, Mychal Sisson, Fr, 
LB dake Pottorff* Jr____Made nine starts and 61 tackles last season, Curtis Cornelson, Sr, 
CB___DeAngelo Wilkinson So. Five games of experience give him edge at CB, Ivory Herd, Fr. 

CB Nick Oppenneer Ji___Stilla fot of competition at these corner spots, Brandon Owens, Fr. 
SS___ Mike Pagnotta* Sr Good motor; played through ankle injury in 2007, Zach Donaldson, Fr. 
FS__ Klint Kubiak Jt, Team-high 90 stops in ‘06; medical redshirt in 07. Jake Galusha, Sr.* 
“Returning Starter 


son, allowing 207.3 yards per game. 
Kerr inherits 


cluding athletic Tommie Hill, who had 5.5 


couple of talented ends, in- 


ason. Wade Landers moves into 


sacks last 
a full-time starting role at the opposite end. 

Kerr also has a veteran linebacker corps, 
led by senior Jeff Horinek and sophomore 
Ricky Brewer. Returning starter Jake Pot- 
torff was held out of spring because of 
a shoulder injury. 

One of the many defensive woes a year 
ago was an injury epidemic at safety, leav- 
ing the Rams with third-team walk-ons. 
Original starters Klint Kubiak (son of 
Houston Texans coach Gary Kubiak) and 
Mike Pagnotta will make a big difference 
if they stay healthy. 

“He said from day one when he got 
here he didn’t want us to get better, he 


wanted us to win,” Kubiak said about the 


new coordinator, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Placekicker Jason Smith returns and 
might try to take on punting duties if the 
staff can’t bring in anyone else by the fall. 

Smith made 16 of 20 field goal at- 
tempts last season, missing only once in 
14 attempts inside the 40. But he could 
be pushed by incoming freshman Ben De- 
Line, whose father, Steve DeLine, played 
at CSU in the mid-1980s and was one of 
the school’s greatest kickers. 

Te will be up to the new staff to correct 
several overall gaffes on special teams, in- 
cluding some that contributed last season 
toa last-second loss at New Mexico. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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Frogs Can Leap Past Disappointment of 2007 Season 


(CU is back to being a bit of an un- 
derdog. 

The Horned Frogs were supposed to 
have reached their zenith last season. 
They had circled Sept. 8 — at Texas — 
as the day that could launch them into the 
BCS discussion. 

For a half, they more than hung with 
the seventh-ranked Longhorns. It was 
10-0 Frogs at halftime. It was fun while 
it lasted. 

‘Texas dominated the third quarter, and 
the No. 19 Frogs’ hopes disappeared in 
a 34-13 defeat. The following week, TCU 
lost 20-17 in overtime to Air Force ... and 
suddenly the Frogs were just another team. 

They would go on to finish 8-5 overall 
and 4-4 in a Mountain West Conference 
they were expected to win. 

The hope is that last season’s disap- 
pointment fuels this season's redemption. 
TCU, as always, has top-flight talent and 
is a threat to win the league, although it 
figures to fight uphill this season against 
BYU and Utah. 

But the Frogs have excelled in an under- 
dog role before ... and could do so again. 


OFFENSE 


TCU returns a strong line, a promising 
young quarterback who earned Freshman 
All-American honors and a running back 
picked as last year’s preseason MWC OF 
fensive Player of the Year. 

That all means that the Frogs’ running 
game should be strong. Again. 

Tackles Marshall Newhouse and Nic 
Richmond, guard Giles Montgomery and 
center Blake Schlueter should open holes 
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for speedy tailback Aaron Brown, who 
was injured much of last season. 

Brown, who missed all or part of 
nine games with injuries, still had 490 
yards rushing, second-best on the team. 
Healthy again, he'll give the Frogs a more 
consistent explosive threat. He rushed for 
801 yards and nine touchdowns on 154 
carries in 2006. 

Joseph Turner can be more than a ca- 
pable complement, running for 226 yards 
and four touchdowns against San Diego 
State in the season finale. Chris Smith is 
another between-the-tackles option. 

Andy Dalton, who set school season 
records for completions and attempts, is 
an improved rushing threat. His passing 
accuracy also improved in the second half 
of the season, with only two interceptions 
in his final 96 passes, including one on 
a last-second Hail Mary. 

TCU has a chance to get back to 
having a strong running game and sawvy 
quarterback play — hallmarks of previous 
success. 

Wide receiver was expected to be 
a weak point, with two starters gone, but 
the spring indicated the Frogs might not 
skip a beat, although it’s to be determined 
if any one of several solid wideouts is 
a go-to guy. 

Perhaps it will be Jeremy Kerley or fellow 
sophomore Jimmy Young. Walter Bryant 
(6-4, 206) is a big target who closed last 
season strongly with seven catches against 
San Diego State. 

Tight end Shae Reagan should be a reli- 
able threat — big and fast — after miss- 
ing much of last season with a leg injury. 
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Andy Dalton 


DEFENSE 


‘The equation for success on defense comes 
down to two things — the defensive ends. 

TCU lost perhaps the best tandem of 
ends it has ever had — Chase Ortiz and 
Tommy Blake — and if the Frogs are 
to regain the upper hand in the MWC, 
they'll have to get quick production from 
their replacements. 

Matt Panfil filled in for Blake while he 
battled personal problems last fall and re- 
turns at one end spot. Jerry Hughes moves 
in on the left side. 

Nose tackle Kelly Griffin and tackle 
Cody Moore are returning starters, but 
room has to be made for the addition 
of James Vess, who had four sacks in 
the last seven games of 2006 before 
missing all of last season with a disci- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 165.0 yng rushing (4th in MWC/46th in NCAA), 221.8 yog passing 4t/GOtn), 386.6 ypg total offense (3ri/64th), 26.1 ppg (4th/70Ih) 


POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUPIKEY DEPTH 
QB Andy Dalton So. __Must avoid sophomore slump. Marcus Jackson, Jr y 
RB _ Aaron Brown. ‘St.__Ahealthy Brown will boost run game, Joseph Turner, Jn” 

WR Walter Bryant Sr. Should do more than the 27 catches of last year, Curtis Clay,So. 
WR Jeremy Kerley So. Only frosh to play on offense in ‘07, Donald Massey, Sr. 

WR___ Jimmy Young So.__Also look for Bart Johnson in four-wides, Tyler Luttrell, So. 

TE _ Shae Reagan Sr.___ Converted OB a big-play threat at TE. Evan Frosch, So. 
(T___Marshall Newhouse’ __Jr._ Honorable mention AlI-MWC last season, Robert Clark, Sr 

LG Preston Phillips Sr. Backup saw fill-in time a year ago. dosh Vernon, So. 

C Blake Schlueter* Sr___ Second in knockdown block and grades in ‘07, Tyler Marrou, Jr. 

RG__ Giles Montgomery* Sr.___ Returning starter lends experience. dosh Karlin, Jr. 
RT__Wic Richmond* Jr___ Has 18 career starts, ‘Marcus Cannon, So, 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


‘2007 stats; 103.5 ypg rushing (2nd In MIWVC/11th in NCAA), 220.2 passing (7th/45th), 828.7 total defense (3rd/16th), 18.7 pny (Brd/10tn) 


STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Jerry Hughes ur, Made one start, 29 tackles last season, Allen Christopher, dr | 
DT___James Vess Sr___ Returns from school suspension in ‘07. John Fonua, Sr. 

DT__ Cody Moore* Sr__Has 5.5 tackles for loss last season. Kelly Griffin, So." | 
DE Matt Panfil Sr.___Lots of production to replace at end. Wayne Daniels, So. 

LB Robert Henson St. 2007 backup has made 199 career aces, “Daryl Washington Je 
LB__Jason Phillips” St__Last year: 87 tackles, 10.5 for loss. Tank Carder, Fr. 

CB __Nick Sanders* Ji. He and Priest each have 26 carer starts, Nx boy, $0. | 
CB Rafael Priest* Jt. Earned honorable-mention all-league in 2007, Greg McCoy, Fr. 

S$ Tejay Johnson So.__ Had imited time last season as true freshman, Gorderra Hunter Ji 

S$ Stephen Hodge" Sr___Has seven sacks in his last seven games, Sir Demarco Bledsoe, Fr. 

FS___ Steven Goleman Sr___ Had three interceptions last season, Johnny Fobbs, Fr. | 
“Returning Starter 


plinary suspension. 

Jason Phillips is a preseason All-Amer- 
ican candidate at middle linebacker, and 
the Frogs should get excellent production 
at the other spot from Robert Henson, 
who finished fifth on the team in tackles 
despite starting only one game. 

Daryl Washington, who had a good 
spting, will also help at linebacker and 
will continue to be a special teams terror 
— he blocked three punts last season. 

Cornerback features third-year start- 
ers Rafael Priest and Nick Sanders. Priest 
broke up 10 passes and tied for the team 
lead with three picks. 

Stephen Hodge holds down one of the 
three safety spots in the 4-2-5 base de- 
fense after leading the nation’s defensive 
backs in sacks with eight, only one off the 


team lead. Steven Coleman, a spot starter 
last year, is projected at free safety, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

‘The Frogs kept their long snapper. 

Of the other specialists — three of 
whom earned all-league honors before 
leaving — only kick returner Donald 
Massey, who averaged 20.6 yards on 12 
tries last season, is back. 

Freshman Anson Kelton, who red- 
shirted last year, moves in at punter, True 
freshman Ross Evans, who kicked two 
53-yard field goals in high school last year, 
takes over as placekicker. 

Wideout Jeremy Kerley will get first 
shot at returning punts, which was one of 
the unit's strong points last fall. 

— Mark Wangrin 
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OB Brian Johnson, RB Darrell Mack, 
‘WR Aiona Key, DE Paul Kruger, 
LB Stevenson coats FS Robert 


help themselves or be a big spoiler wh 
‘they end the eed season at jhenme: 


Utah heads into the storm aie a ral 
opener at Michigan in what wil 
debut of Wolverines coach Rich Bogue 
The Utes have several holes to fillup 
anes: on defense. 


DE Martail Burnett, SS Steve Tate, 
‘WR Derrek Richards 


Utal’s best recruiting class in many years 
will-help with depth and perhaps help the 
Utes pull off a few surprises. In the con- 
ference, there is absolutely no reason why 
Utah won't be in the title hunt until the 
final gun in the season-finale against 
BYU. This should be EE best — 
team. 
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Utes Looking to Recapture Magic of Fiesta Bowl Run 


N one will ever accuse Utah of need- 
ing a warm-up date. 

‘The Utes have opened against a BCS 
conference opponent in four consecutive 
seasons ... and Aug. 30 presents the big- 
gest challenge yet. 

Michigan. The Big House. 

“Tt will be Rich Rodriguez's debut, a ton 
of excitement with that stadium packed 
110,000 strong and a new look Michigan 
Wolverines,” said Utah fourth-year boss 
Kyle Whittingham. 

“T don't have to do a whole lot of talk- 
ing to prepare for a hostile environment. 
Irs one of the best in the country.” 

The combination of a loaded Utah 
team on the fringes of BCS contention 
and a new coaching era at Michigan 
should make for one of the more interest- 
ing opening-week clashes. 

With sear quarterback Brian Johnson 
returning for his senior year, a healthy 
running game and the top receiving re- 
cruiting class in the Mountain West, 
Utah's offense is set. 

The defense brings back six starters 
from a solid unit, and the Utes have do- 
itall kicker Louie Sakoda. 

The Utes, now rebuilt from the senior- 
laden 2004 Fiesta Bowl team, figure sol- 
idly in the MWC race. As it often does, it 
could come down to the final seconds of 
the finale against BYU. 

Utah, which has typically closed 
fast, is riding a streak of eight straight 
bow! wins. 

“We've got some momentum, but what 
has eluded us is the MWC championship,” 
Whittingham said. “That's our focus.” 


OFFENSE 

Although Urban Meyer is long gone to The 
Swamp, his spread offense lives on through 
his quarterback legacy, Brian Johnson. 

The 6-1, 
fourth nationally in total offense in 2005 


205-pound senior ranked 


as a true sophomore when he tore an ACL 
in the 10th game of the season. He took 
a medical redshirt in 2006. 

In his long-awaited 2007 return, he in- 
jured his shoulder in the first half of the 
opener against Oregon State. He missed 
the next two games and avoided scram- 
bling for the remainder of the season, fin- 
ishing with 150 rushing yards compared 
to 478 two years earlier. 

His “legs” became freshman Corbin 
Louks, who had his redshirt pulled when 
Johnson was injured. Louks came in fre- 
quently, rushing for an average of 4.9 yards. 

Johnson wasn't the only casualty in the 
opener. Much anticipated junior college 
transfer running back Matt Asiata was 
lost for the year with a broken leg. Top 
wideout Brent Casteel soon followed on 
the injury list. Some teams would fold. 
Utah beat then-13th-ranked UCLA. 

But coach Whittingham couldn't figure 
out his team. The MWC Upset of the 
Year followed when UNLV blanked the 
Utes the following week. 

When Johnson returned and Darrell 
Mack emerged as the long-sought answer 
to the running game woes, the Utes took 
off on a seven-game winning tear. 

Mack returns and Asiata looked sharp 
in the spring during limited contact work. 
They should be as good a combination as 
Utah has had recently. 
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Brian Johnson 


An efficient spread team can't have 
enough help at receiver. Besides Casteel 
and starter Bradon Godfrey returning, 
Utah signed five-star junior college trans- 
fer Aiona Key and another highly ranked 
pass-catcher in David Reed. Senior Fred- 
die Brown also had a good spring. 

The line is set with All-MWC candi- 
dates in tackle Zane Beadles and guards 
Caleb Schlauderaff and Robert Conley. 


DEFENSE 

Under Whittingham, who was Utah's de- 
fensive coordinator prior to succeeding Mey- 
er for the 2005 season, Utah has displayed a 
tenacious, gimmick-free 4-3 defense marked 
by physical play up front and a collection of 
solid athletes in the secondary. 

So even in a rebuilding year for that 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 167.5 ypy rushing (2nd in MWVC/43rd in NCAA), 202.2 passing (7th/81St), 369.6 total offense (7tw/7Sth), 28.2 ppg (Sed/BBth) 


POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT ~~ BACKUPIKEY DEPTH 


QB Brian Johnson* St. Superb talent, but has been bit by the injury bug. Corbin Louks, So. 

RB Darrell Mack* Sr.___1,204 yards, 12 TDs as surprise player in 2007. Matt Asiata, Jr. 

WR _Aiona Key Jf 6-4 junior college transfer is highest-rated MWC recruit, Freddie Brown, Sr. 
WR__ Brent Castee!* Sr. 2006 standout is coming off knee surgery. Elijah Wesson, Jt. 

WR Bradon Godirey* Sr__Top returning receiver with 524 yards. Jerome Brooks, So. 
TE Colt Sampson Sr. Mostly fils a blocking role in Utah's scheme, Brad Clifford, So. 

\1___ Zane Beadles* vt Third-year starter should vie for all-league, Walter Watts,So. 
LG Caleb Schlauderaff* So. Rising star took advantage of opportunity in ‘07. Corey Seiuli, Sr. 

C Zane Taylor So, _Utahidoesn'thaven't much experience at this spot. __Tyler Williams, J. 

RG Robert Conley” Sr Second-team all-league in 2007; first-team in '082 Neil A’asa, So, 
AT___Dustin Hensel* Sr. Overshadowed on the line by other standouts. Tony Bergstrom, Fr, 
“Returning Starter 


POS 
OE 


STARTER YR. _ COMMENT 
Koa Misi” Jt. 


‘Moves from tackle; size better suited for end, 


8th), 16.8 ppg (1st6th) 
BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Greg Newman, Sr. | 


OT Lei Talamaivao So. Showed promise as a true freshman, ‘Aaron Tonga, Sf. 
NT__Isley Filiaga: So. _ BYU transfer had to sit out last season. Kenape Bllapo, Jr 


DE Paul Kruger* So.__Eamed some Freshman All-American mention. Derrick Shelby, Fr 
LB __ Nai Fotu So. Converted from DE asa true freshman, Kepa Galson, Jf 

LB Mike Wright Jf Former walk-on earned his scholarship, Matt Martinez, So. 
LB __Stevenson'Sylvester* __Jr._ Honorable mention all-league; 10 tackles forloss. __MoNeal, Fr, 

CB__ Ru. Stanford* Jr Big:play contributor in man coverage. Brandon Burton, Fr. 
CB Brice MoCain* Sr___Broke up 11 passes; second-team all-conference, Justin Jones, Jr. 
$S__Joe Dale Jf Poinsettia Bow! MVP clinched win with INT. RJ Rice, Sr. 

FS__ Robert Johnson* Jr Potential breakout star with healthy shoulder, Deshawn Richard, Sr 
“Returning Starter 


secondary, Utah led the nation in pass 
efficiency defense. The Utes had 17 in- 
terceptions, allowed just nine passing 
touchdowns, and ranked fifth nationally 
in points allowed. 

Cornerback Brice McCain is the top 
cover man with 11 pass breakups. Eight 
other defensive backs return, including 
Robert Johnson, an athletic free safety 
who had three interceptions after trans- 
ferring from junior college. 

Johnson's tackling numbers should soar 
after surgery for a shoulder injury that 
bothered him most of last season. 

Utah returns only three starters in the 
front seven. They include linebacker Ste- 
venson Sylvester, who came on strong in 
the second half of last season. 

‘The biggest concern is the interior of 
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the defensive line, 

The defense won't have to carry the 
team as it did early last season, when in- 
juries devastated the offense. Then again, 
Utah better show up with its best defense 
in hand for the opener at Michigan, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Louie Sakoda, the Mountain West Spe- 
cial Teams Player of the Year, is the na- 
tion's premier punter-kicker combo. He 
placed in the top five nationally in punt- 
ing average (44.3) and field goal percene- 
age (.864). 

Ben Vroman keeps him fresh by han- 
dling the kickoffs. 

Jereme Brooks looks to replace Derrek 
Richards on returns. 

— Natalie Meisler 
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LUEST 


PICKING 


E C-USA 


Coaching Changes Point to Even More Points 


‘ntil someone reminded him in late 

April, Memphis coach Tommy West did 
not realize he was the dean of Conference 
USA coaches. 

“You've got to be kidding,” said West, who 
has been the Tigers head coach since 2001. 
“Seven years as a head coach and I'm the 
dean? I'm not sure if that’s good or bad.” 

Good or bad, this will be a transition 
year for C-USA. 

The former dean, Southern Miss coach 
Jeff Bower, was fired after 17 years on the 
job. He was replaced by former Oklahoma 
State offensive coordinator Larry Fedora. 

Former Hawaii coach June Jones takes 
over at SMU. At Houston, former Oklahoma 
co-offensive coordinator Kevin Sumlin gets 
his shot. 

“That's the landscape and environment 
we live in,” West said. “Things are going to 
be changing.” 

The one constant is that C-USA will fea- 


Good news 


1 Memphis‘ Werlenaed 0 tine; super WHS, 


ee defense returns nine starters. 


3. East Carolina 


riew DC Tim Walton making an impact. __shake inconsistency in kicking game. 
(George O'Leary building solid foundation; Replacing RB Kevin Smith will be tough, ; ‘Defense will Keep Knights in the race. Will skill 


ture plenty of wide-open, high-scoring 
games. Things could be even more exciting 
than last year, when seven teams finished 
in the national top 54 in scoring. Eight 
were in the top 51 in total offense. 

On defense, eight teams finished 90th or 
worse in scoring. 

With Houston continuing to run a mul- 
tiple-receiver offense under Sumlin, Fedora 
installing the spread offense at Southern 
Miss and Jones bringing the run-and-shoot 
to SMU, C-USA is a wellspring for fantasy 
football addicts. 

“This is one of the, if not the, most en- 
tertaining conferences in the country,” 
West said. 

“That's just the nature of what we do. 
This is a skill league. We're not built on the 
power-running game. This league is built 
on dropping back and throwing the ball. 
That makes it fun, but defensively, it’s a 
nightmare because you're facing those of- 


especially with new OB and rebuilt line. 


fenses every week.” 

Still, defense wins championships. That's 
why UCF won the C-USA title last season, 
and why UCF and East Carolina remain 
strong candidates to win the East. 

Both teams lost star running backs, but 
return nine defensive starters. Memphis 
also returns nine defensive starters and 
appeared to take a big step in the right di- 
rection in the spring under new defensive 
coordinator Tim Walton. 

In the West, Houston returns eight de- 
fensive starters but must replace its best of- 
fensive skill players. Tulsa returns only five 
retuming defensive starters but has built 
depth the past two seasons and possesses C- 
USA's best collection of backs and receivers. 

Tulsa will be hard to beat if new quarter- 
back David Johnson comes through 

“It’s still going to come down to who can 
muster the most defense,” West said. 

— Richard Scott 


Our call 


“Tigers will find 4 winning QB; defense and running 
_ game will be better than many expect. 


players emerge to give UGF shot at ftle? 


(Defense returns nine starters; OBs gained ‘Must replace RB Chris Johnson and develop. Same as UCF. Good chance to win the division... > 


valuable experience in ‘07. ‘weapons in passing game. ‘if playmakers step up on offense, 
U, Southem Miss, “FE Damion Fletcher, MLB Gerald WicRath are New coach Larry Fedora lacks an experi= ‘Opponents beiter cet USM while they can; this > 
among G-USA's best. enced OB for his spread offense. season's struggles will be temporary. E 
5. Marshall ((DE Albert WeCielian returns trom 2007 inu=Stillooking for right OB; concems about | ~~‘ Herd sil adjusting to new coordinators and) 
‘ Ty; playmakers in passing game. depth, inexperience. _ depending tao much on too many young players. 
6. UAB (Blazers have 18 returning Starters, added 11 Depth and experience stilliow, rungame@ UAB willbe better behind OB Joe Webb and) 
; Junior College transfers for competition. ‘concern on bath sides of the line. ‘young WRs, but another sixth-place finish looms. 
1. Tulsa (Foundation is strong; championship experi- Its not easy replacing record-setting OB Paul Tulsa has been bullding depth, talent and momen-» 
; ence; nine returning offensive starters. “Smith and three starting LBs. tum. It remains the team to beat in the West. 
2. Houston Experience on defense and at OBs; all-league Cougars lost their most talented skillplayers Defense can keep Houston in title chase. Skill >) 
; OT SirVincent Rogers retums from injury. and must adapt to new scheme. Players must emerge for Cougars to win it. 
3, UTEP (Eight returning defensive starters; elements Miners allowed 7 points a game lastsea- UTEP might still have to win by shootout, which is ) 
aj for success on offense. ‘son. Now, they try a 3-3-5 scheme. a tough road to travel every week. 
4. Tulane ‘Seventeen starters return from team that ‘Must replace 2,000-yard rusher Matt Forte; ‘Numbers improving, but overall progress might 
. made progress late in ‘07. ‘passing game has a lot to prove. ‘not show because of tough road schedule. 
5. SMU (Plenty of excitement with hiring of June ‘QB Justin Willis suspended during spring; Jones couild win big in the future, but Mustangs 
Jones; talent at receiver. defense loaded with questions. face a steep challenge in the present. 
panies Explosive, experienced offense, led by ‘Owis fost two best linemen from C-USA'S The Oivis can put up points quickly, but they can't) 


8 Chase Clement and WR Jaret Dillard. 


~ worst defense; major pass-rush concerns. 


Just outscore all of their opponents. 
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lindys 2008 » errr 
ALL C-USA Team Sept. West Virginia at East Carolina weer 


(VE sem.6 UsFat UCF Liberty vs. SEC 
2) Sept.13  SMUat Texas Tech ae 
QW sept. 20 Tcu vs. SMU (Dallas, TX.) GMAC vs. MAG 
Rice 3 Oct. 11 East Carolina at Virginia ican 
Tulsa Oct. 11 Boise State at Southern Miss Bell Helicopter vs. Mountain West 
aie QB) oct. 11 cu at virginia 
C-USA #4 
WR Duke Calhoun: Jr Memphis iS Oct.18 © Memphis at East Carolina Si. Petersburg vs. Big East 
} TE Cody State Jr. Marshall Oct.25 Southern Miss at Memphis 
© Robby Felix Sr. UTEP C-USA #5 


OL Patrick Brown Sr. UCF actes Uchat us 
OL Ryan McKee Sr. Southern Miss Nov.2 East Carolina at UCF 
OL Sebastian Vollmer Sr. Houston Nov. 8 ‘Southern Miss at UCF 
OL Brandon Pearce Sr. Memphis Nov.15 East Carolina at Southern Miss 
AP Emmanuel Sanders Jr. SMU 
I. Tuk 
PK Jose Martinez Se UTEP Now 1S ae 


DEFENSE - First Team 


DL Albert McClellan Jt Marshall 
DL Phillip Hunt Sr. Houston 
OL Bruce Miller So. UCF 
| DL Moton Hopkins Sr Tulsa 
LB Gerald McRath dr Southern Miss 
| LB Brian Raines Sr. Rice 
} LB Joe Henderson Sr. UAB 
DB Joe Burnett Sr. UCF 
DB Will Dunbar Sr. UAB 
DB Van Eskridgé Jr. East Carolina 
} DB C.J. Spillman: Sr Marshall 


New Orleans vs. Sun Belt champ 


1. Gerald MeRath Southern Miss Could be first OLB taken in 2010 draft 

2. Cody Slate Marshall Already one of nation’s best tight ends. 

3, Joe Bumett UCF Has a nose for ball; also returns punts. 

4, Shawn Nelson Souther Miss Has length and athleticism at tight end. 

5, Jaret Dillard Rice Excellent hands and instincts in traffic 
6.0. Spillman FS Marshall Has been Herd’s top tackler past two years. 
7. Damion Fletcher 78 Southern Miss Quick. elusive, finds the creases. 
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| P Thomas Morstead SMU 
8. Albert McClellan DE Jr. Marshall Knee surgery in 07; willbe a 3-4 OLB in pros 
9. Brennan Marion WR Tulsa Raw... but has pure speed and big-play 
QB Trevor Vittatoe So. UTEP. Tf 4 
10. Braxton SS UTEP Will miss season with injury. 
) RB Darius Marshall So. ‘Marshall be! ! Sh leat 
RB Andre Anderson Jt. Tulane 
| WR Jeff Moturi dt. UTEP 
| WR Brennan Marion Sr. Tulsa 
| TE Shawn Nelson Sr. Southern Miss 
i Most Offensive Defensive Newcomer 
p.© Carl Bamett df Houston Valuable Player of the Player of the of the 
OL Jake Seitz dr UAB Player Year Year Year 
[orice es a ead ee Damion Fletcher Chase Clement Gerald McRath Rook Dennis 
Beg aa setae Peepers RB, Southern Miss QB, Rice LB, Southern Miss DB, SMU 
) OL David Berken Sr. Rice 
East Carolina 
UAB 
Most accurate passer Chase Clement 
East Carolina _ Strongest arm vor Vittato 
| DL Scott Solomon So. Rice BA Best scrambler Chase Clement 
) DLEIl Ash Sr. Houston 5 Coolest in the clutch Case Keenum, OB Houston 
{, DL Zack Slate Sr. East Carolina ity Toughest to bring down Damion Fletcher, RB Southern Miss 
j LB Derrick Hallman So. UCF qr} Best hands darett Dillard, WR 
= ae ier v e aa |) Most dangerous deep threat Brennan Marion, WR 
a oe Reo Brandon Pearce, OT 
| DB Kenneth Fontennette Sr. Houston Tip Best run blocker Pat Brown. OT 
DB Roy Roberts Sr. Tulsa Best pass rusher Albert McCiellan, DE 
DB Johnell Neal Sr UCE Best cover corner Burnett 
) P Britt Barefoot Sr. Southern Miss Special teams temon Matt Nicholson 


’ 
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HOUSTON 


AT Al GLANGE 


=== 


8:5 overall, 6-2 C-USA (T-tst, West) 


|| Kevin Sumtin ~ At Houston and overall: 
Ast year 


RETURNING STARTERS 2 
| 14, 5 offense, 8 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| QB Case Keenum, TE/WR Mark Hafner, 
OL SirVincent Rogers, DE Phillip Hunt, 
| LB Cody Lubojasky, DB Kenneth 

| Fontenette 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
| All four starters return in a secondary 
that led the conference in pass defense. 
| QB Case Keenum should be ready to take 
| his game-to the next level, if not, Blake 
Joseph will take the job. Mark Hafner is 
a big target in the passing game, which 

| has other guys ready to step up. Missing 
Memphis and UCE in conference sounds 

| like a plus, 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Punter Chase Turner is the only specialist 
teturning, but the Cougars were 114th in 
net punting in ‘07. Houston must learn to 
take better care of the ball after finishing 
with an average of minus-.54 in turnover 
margin, 


RB Anthony Alridge, OT Jeff Akeroyd, 
LB Trent Allen, WR Donnie Avery, 

OL Dustin Dickinson, K T.J. Lawrence, 
LB Brendan Pahulu, § Rocky Schwartz 


Sumlin has a good offensive pedigree, and 
the offense should be fine if the receivers 
step up and Keenum doesn’t try to do 
everything himself, Defensively, the 
Cougars should be better, though playing 
in the offense-happy C-USA makes domi- 
nating very difficult, 


It's Still Full Speed Ahead on Offense Under Sumlin 


ust when the Cougars started having 


xpectations, they lost the man who 
gave them the opportunity to understand 
just what expectations are. 

Art Briles is off to Baylor, which means 
the Cougars are facing the new challenge 
of having to sustain success under a new 
coach, not conjure it up, 

Enter Kevin Sumlin, 

Sumlin, the former offensive coordina- 
s A&M and Oklahoma, be- 
African-Ameri 
coach of a major college program in ‘Tex- 


tor at Te 


in head 


comes the fi 


as, He won't shake things up too much, 
which is good news after the Cougars’ 
ssful 2007 season, 


Houston went to its third consecutive 


suce 


bowl game, losing a 20-13 decision to 
TCU in the 
After posting an 8-5 mark last year — 


‘as Bowl. 


the first time they've had back-to-back 
winning seasons since 1989-90 — the 
Cougars are poised to stretch it to three 
and go bowling agai 


The spring game showed the offense is 
ready, producing 660 yards in total offense 
and 10 touchdowns. Depending on your 
point of view, that’s either good news — what 
an offense! — or bad — where's the D2 


OFFENSE 


Sumlin promised that the offense the 
Cougars grew to love under predecessor 
Art Briles — Houston ranked fourth in the 
nation in total offense and 23rd in scoring 
last season — wasn’t going anywhere, 
So far; Sumlin has been a man of his word. 
Case Keenum had the unenviable task 


of replacing quarterback Kevin Kolb last 
year as a redshire freshman, but he proved 
to be up to the task. 

Keenum was selected to various Fresh- 


man All-Am 


the league’s Freshman of the Year by the 


an teams and was voted 


media and coaches. Though not a pro- 


lific passer, he finished the season with 


2 335-yard performance against TCU. 
Backup Blake Joseph proved the job 


isn’t necessarily Keenum’s by passing for 


421 yards and five touchdowns in the 
spring game. Joseph will keep pushing for 


ion in the fall. 


the p 

‘The quarterbacks will have tight end 
Mark Hafner, who had 40 catches for 
445 yards and four scores last season. He 
could also fill a role as a big slot receiver 


this 


On. 
‘There is little else in terms of experi- 


enced pass-catchers. L.J. Castile had the 


most production last year with seven 


tile showed 


catches for 106 yards. C 
signs of being a playmaker in the spring, 
while Chris Gilbert stepped up 


sa guy 


who could gobble up a lot of passes. 
Houston has the luxury of having an 
experienced line, Three starters return — 


four if you include left tackle SirVincent 


Rogers, a standout who has missed most of 
the past two seasons with a knee injury. 
The Cougars ranked 10th nationally 


in rushing last season, but they lost their 


top ground gainers, including the superb 
Anthony Alridge. Terrance Ganaway and 
Andre Kohn, who ran for 550 and 146 


yards, respectively, are back, Kohn, espe- 


cially, had a good spring. 
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Phillip Hunt 


DEFENSE 

Eight starters return in the 4-3 defense, 
led by standout Phillip Hunt on the de- 
fensive line, defensive back Kenneth Fon- 
tenette and linebacker Cody Lubojasky. 

The Cougars should be able to provide 
a good pass rush, starting with Hunt, 
a first-team all-conference pick who had 
a league-high 10.5 sacks. 

“We don't need him to be Superman,” 
Sumlin said, “just the player he is.” 

Tate Stewart returns at tackle with 
Ell Ash, while Isaiah Thompson, who 
saw little action a year ago, moves in at 
nose tackle. 

Lubojasky, in the middle, anchors a 
linebacking unit that will feature new 
starters on either side. Matt Nicholson 
will man the strong side. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 228.9 ypg rushing (2nd in CUSA/10th in NCAA), 278.0 ypg passing (4th/25th), 501.9 ypy total offense (2nd/4th), 24.5 ppg (Brd/23rd) 


8 Case Keenum* So, The conference's Freshman of the Year Blake Joseph, Jf. 

RB Andre Kohn ‘So. __Had 67-yard TD in Texas Bowl. Terrance Ganaway, So. 
WR Lu. Castile So, Made one start last season. Tim Monroe, Jr. 

WR __ Chris Gilbert dr Seven catches for 38 yds in 2007. ‘Tyron Carrier, Fr. 

WR Ghaz Rodriguez $o.__ First career catoh was 24-yard TD, Patrick Edwards, Fr. 
TE Mark Hafner” Sr___ Should be Keenum’s go-to guy. Wesley Scourton, Fr. 
RT___ Sebastian Vollmer* Sr. Finally healthy after ‘06 back injury. Matt Hart, Jr, 

RG Michael Bloesch* Sr___ Honorable mention All-C-USA last year. dustin Freeman, Fr. 

C Carl Barneti* Jf___Was All Freshman C-USA in 2006. Jordan Shoemaker, So. 
LG _ Isaiah Agson Sr Saw time asa backup last fall, Chris Thompson, Fr. 
LT SirVincent Rogers Sr. Sat out last season with knee injury. Josh Bell Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 138.8 rushing (4th in CUSA/4Bth in NCAA), 225.8 passing (1sU/S5th), 366.6 total defense (1st/46th) 28.2 npg (Brd/74th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE BillyHartford St. Started the last two regular-season games. Michael Ray, Fr. 

DT __ Isaiah Thompson So. Contributed on special teams in '07. Raymond Alake, So. 
DT__Tate Stewart* St.___Made six tackles vs. Oregon in opener Z EILAsh, St” 

DE Phillip Hunt* Sr. First-feam All-CUSA; set for big year. Mamood Barbandi, Jr. 
LB Matt Nicholson, vt___Led UHin tackles at UAB in 2007. C.J. Cavness, Jt. 

LB Cody Lubojasky* Srt.___Former All-CUSA frosh pick. Shomari Williams, Jr. 
LB Stephen James Sr. Big hitter tries to make up for lost time, Tyrell Graham, Jr 

CB Brandon Brinkley* Jt, Broke up 12 passes last season. Loyce Means, So. 
CB Quinte Williams* Sr.__ Moved into the starting lineup late in 07, Ad. Edwards, Fr. 

$ Emest Miller* Sr.___ Third on team with 63 tackles last season. Stephen James, Sr. 
S Kenneth Fontenette* Sr. Had at least 10 stops in three straight games, ‘Rivard Bates, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


Watch for Stephen James on the out- 
side. He hasn't played since the 2005 sea- 
son, but had an excellent spring. James 
sat out 2006 as a transfer from Oklahoma 
State and missed last season with a knee 
injury. 

With four starters returning in the sec- 
ondary, and the rush of Hunt, the Cou- 
gars should improve on their 78th rank- 
ing in pass efficiency defense. 

Brandon Brinkley and Quinte Williams 
return at the corners, with Ernest Miller 
and Fontenette at the safeties, 

One thing the Cougars would love to 
repeat is their ability to play tough in the 
final quarter. Last season they allowed 
an average of only 4.9 points in the final 
quarter, Only Tulane (10) and Marshall 
(14) were able to score more than a touch- 


down in the final 15 minutes. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Punting and punt coverage was poor 
last season, but punter Chase Turner, 
a powerful 6-4, 250-pounder, showed 
improvement in the spring. Replacing 
TJ. Lawrence won't be easy, and none of 
his projected placekicking replacements 
were consistent enough in the spring to 
win the job straight out. 

Look for prep recruit Jordan Mannisto 
of Westlake Village, Calif., to get a shot at 
the kicking duties in the fall. 

Returns are a concern, as the Cougars 
averaged only 8.8 yards on punt returns 
and 20.9 on kick returns. In the spring, 
they had trouble hanging onto the ball. 

— Mark Wangrin 
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UTEP MINERS UTEP MINER 


AT A GLANCE 


overall, 2-6 C-USA (5th, West) 


‘Mike Price — At UTEP: 25-23, 4 years; 
overall: 154-145, 26 years 


RETURNING STARTERS: 
14; 5 offense, 7 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| WR Jeff Moturi, C Robby Felix, K Jose 
Martinez, QB Trevor Vittatoe, DB Da’Mon 
Gromartie-Smith, RB Terrell Jackson, 

LB Adam Vincent 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS j 
‘Trevor Vittatoe is the latest in a long line 
of quality Mike Price quarterbacks. Add in 
an elite wide receiver in Jeff Moturi, and 
the passing game should again fare well. 
Kicker Jose Martinez is one of the nation’s 
best. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: 


A new defensive scheme and the toss of 
safety Braxton Amy to a torn ACL in the 
spring leave little chance of UTEP’s 
defense invoking fear in many opponents. 
Depth at receiver and across the board 

on defense is an issue. 


RB Marcus Thomas, FS Quintin Demps, 
LB Jeremy Jones, DB Braxton Amy 
(injury), WR Lorn Sam, WR Joe West, 
WR Fred Rouse 


UTEP won't bé helped this time around by 
the schedule, which includes a visit from 
the Texas Longhorns and road. games| 
against four C-USA bowl teams from last 
season. Thé defense won't dominate 

games, but if there's enough improvement 
on that side of the ball to give Trevor 
Vittatoe a chance late in games, the 
Miners should turn some heads. 


Trying to Dig Out from 


ike Price's first two seasons at 

UTEP brought back-to-back 8-4 
seasons and two bowl appearances for 
a program starving to escape mediocrity. 

Since then, the Miners have posted 
back-to-back losing campaigns and have 
been at their worst as the seasons have pro- 
gressed. After winning one of five games 
in the second half of the 2006 slate, the 
Miners went 0-6 to finish up last season. 

Based on another statistically solid of- 
fensive season in 2007, and the fact the 
new offensive coordinator hired this off- 
season is Aaron Price, the coach's son, 
don’t expect much change on that side of 
the ball. 

The defense is a different story. 

Osia Lewis was hired from the Univer- 
sity of New Mexico to institute what Price 
considers “a state of the art” 3-3-5 defen- 
sive scheme. Anything would have to be 
better than what the Miners had in 2007, 
when they allowed more than 500 yards 
and 37 points per game, ranking 117th 
and 113th in the nation, respectively. 

The goodwill that Price built up in his 
first two years seems to have allowed him 
to dodge, for the most part, heavy criti- 
cism for a 9-15 mark over the past two 
seasons. 

He was able to joke in the spring, “If we 
had any coaching at all, we'd win ’em all.” 

While the comment was made in jest, 
the offseason coaching overhaul that 
brought in five new assistants, including 
two new coordinators, suggests Price is 
aware 2008 could be a make-or-break sea- 
son for the Miners. 


Two Losing Seasons 


OFFENSE 


Unlike a year ago, when as many as five 
quarterbacks were said to have a shot at 
starting, there is no doubt who the quar- 
terback is this time. 

Trevor Vittatoe threw for the second- 
most yards (3,101) in the country among 
freshman quarterbacks last season. 

“He was as good as any freshman quar- 
terback I've ever coached,” Price said. 
“Now it depends on what he does be- 
tween his freshman season and the rest of 
his career.” 

That is high praise from a man who 
coached Ryan Leaf and Drew Bledsoe, 
among talented others at Washington 
State, but probably justified when con- 
sidering Vittatoe averaged 297.5 passing 
yards per game against C-USA oppo- 
nents. 

While four of the team’s top five receiv- 
ers are gone from last year, all-conference 
wideout Jeff Moturi returns after a break- 
out 13-touchdown season. He will lead 
an inexperienced receiving corps, which 
desperately needs a consistent second and 
third option. 

Senior tight end Jamar Hunt is a beast 
at 6-7, 260 pounds. He will give Vitratoe 
a big target to hit and should flourish now 
that he’s not sharing time. 

Terrell Jackson, a 2006 running back 
transfer from Oregon, is UTEP’s leading 
returning rusher with 202 yards. Replac- 
ing tailback Marcus Thomas will be a 
tough task, and if Jackson falters in doing 
so, sophomore Donald Buckram will be 
ready to step in. 
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Trevor Vittatoe 


The line is anchored by center Robby 
Felix and left tackle Mike Aguayo. Be- 
yond those two, the unit lacks proven star 
power, but has some capable backups. 


DEFENSE 

Anything has to be better than 2007, 
right? The Miners allowed more than 
500 yards per game, ranking 117th in the 
country. 

In steps former New Mexico defen- 
sive coordinator Osia Lewis with a 3-3-5 
scheme Price says could be the future of 
college football defenses. 

“Putting in the 3-3-5, that’s been a big 
change for us,” Price said. “I think it’s 
stare of the art, It’s real unusual, bue I can 
see it’s real fun for the players.” 

‘The defense Lewis ran at UNM, which 


2007 stats: 147.7 ypg rushing (8th in C-USA/G3ed in NCAA), 276.2 passing (6th/26th), 422.8 total offense (4th/36th), 38.6 png (4ttv26th) 


POS STARTER YR, COMMENT 


~ BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Trevor Vittatoe* So. __ Second most passing yards by freshman in 2007, Kyle Wright, Jr. 

RB _Terrell Jackson. $r.___ Oregon transfer is leading returning rusher, Donald Buckram, So, 
WR Jeff Moturi* Jr. Speedster averaged 75 yards a game in 2007. Jack Freeman, Fr. 
WR Kris Adams So. Started twice in 2007 and had strong spring. Pierce Hunter, So. 
WR___Jaines Thomas Il So. Too athletic to bury on the bench as backup OB. Evan Davis, So. 

TE _Jamar Hunt Sr.___Huge target for Vittatoe to hit at 6-7, 260. Jonny Moore, So, 
UT Mike Aguayo* Jr Started every game at LT in 2007. Will Osolinsky, So, 


LG Cameron Raschke* Jr___Like Aguayo, started ever 


jame in 2007. Anthony McNao, So, 


C__ Robby Felix® Sr___One of the best in C-USA; has started 36 straight, Tanner Cullumber, So, 
RG Rod Huntley So.__ Staff loves his potential, but he will be pushed, Anthony McNao, So, 
RT___ Colby Meok df, Sawaaction in all 12. games as reserve RG. ‘Alex Solot, So. 
“Returning Starter 


POS STARTER 
OL__James Olalekan* Sr,___ Senior should get starting nod in deep DL unit. ja-Boy Leomiti, St 


DL__ Steve Riddick* Jr. 


Had 29 tackles and seven starts in 2007. 


total defense (11th 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


Brandis Dew, Jr. 


DL__ Robert Soleyiacks* So. Started 12 games as a DE; four tackles for loss, Dane O'Neill, Jr 
LB Adam Vincent® S1.___Honorable mention All-C-USA; 81 tackles. Brian Wilkins, Jf. 
LB Nuwese Punimata Sr Backed up Vincent in ‘07; will shine in'08. Royzell Smith, Fr, 
L8___ Isaiah Carter So.__Played every game as true freshman. Greg Holleman, Fr 


CB Cornelius Brown* Jr, Honorable mention all-feague with four picks. ‘Melvin Stephenson I, Jr 


CB Josh Ferguson* Sr___Three starts before season-ending shoulder surgery, Melvin Stephenson Il, Jr. 
$ _DalMonCromartie-Smith* Jr 90 tackles in‘07; should bea star in new defense, Clarence Ward, Jr. 

S$ Roddray Walker: Sf,__Limited role in 2007; had one interception, George Kelly, Sr. 

$ Anthony Morrow So. Named to.C-USA All-Freshman team. George Kelly, St. 
“Returning Starter 


ranked 13th in the country last season, 
features a hybrid safety/linebacker posi- 
tion that the team was planning on hav- 
ing junior Braxton Amy play until he tore 
his ACL in spring ball. 

Da’Mon Cromartie-Smith should step 
right in and could become a star at the 
position. 

Joining Cromartie-Smith as the de- 
fense’s go-to playmakers are linebacker 
‘Adam Vincent and cornerback Josh Fer- 
guson, who sat out the 2007 season with 
a medical redshirt. 

Lewis will also have junior college trans- 
fers — two defensive backs, two defensive 
linemen — vying for playing time. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


‘The strength of the team just might be 


the kicking game where Jose Martinez, 
a 2007 Lou Groza Award finalist, returned 
from a torn ACL to become one of the 
nation’s premier kickers. 

Martinez kicked a 57-yard field goal 
against Houston last season, and Price 
said the senior connected on a 72-yarder 
during spring practice. 

“Tt was wind-aided, but I don’t care 
what the situation is, when you're 
watching your guys line up and make 
a field goal from the other side of the 
field, that’s something pretty special,” 
Price said. 

The team’s punter and long snapper 
also return, The return game should be in 
good hands with Josh Ferguson returning 
from a medical redshirt season. 

— Geoff Grammer 
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A LOOK BACK 


5 YEARS AGO (2003) 

The regular season was all about Oklahoma, as the Sooners sat atop 
every BCS ranking ... including the last one. Bob Stoops’ ballclub, 
led by Heisman Trophy winner Jason White, built a substantial lead 
in the BCS poll — thanks to a 12-0 start against a tough schedule 
that included 10 margins of at least three touchdowns. So even 
when OU was stunned by K-State in the Big 12 championship 
game, 35-7, the Sooners remained a leg up on LSU and USC, and 
moved into the Sugar Bowl to play for the BCS title. There, LSU 
beat them to gain a share of the national championship, while the 
media half went to USC. 


> Big 12 Champion; Kansas State (11-4, 6-2) 

PP Big 12 Player of the Year: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 
> Heisman Trophy: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 

PP Thorpe Award: Derrick Strait, CB, Oklahoma 

> Butkus Award: Teddy Lehman, Oklahoma 


> National Champion: LSU beat Oklahoma in the Sugar Bowl, 
21-14, 


10 YEARS AGO (1998) 


It was a big year for the Lone Star State as Texas A&M won the 
South Division, and then upset Kansas State for the league cham- 
pionship. At the same time, the Texas Longhorns enjoyed a sensa- 
tional season, as they beat the Aggies, got to the Cotton Bowl, and 
tailback Ricky Williams dashed all the way to the Heisman Trophy. 


> Big 12 Champion: Texas A&M (11-3, 7-1) 

> Big 12 Player of the Year: Ricky Williams, TB, Texas 
> Heisman Trophy: Ricky Williams, TB, Texas 

PP Lombardi Trophy: Dat Nguyen, LB, Texas A&M 


> National champion: Tennessee (13-0) beat Florida State in 
the Fiesta Bowl, 23-16. 


15 YEARS AGO (1993) 


This was the season — the last-second loss, really — that vaulted 
Nebraska to one of the great runs in modern college football his- 
tory. The Cornhuskers got to the Orange Bowl against Florida State 
to play for the national title (Tom Osbome was looking for his first 
fat ring), but NU missed a field goal on the last play of the game 
and lost, 18-16. It ended an 11-game Husker winning streak, but 
provided the impetus for Nebraska's amazing 25-consecutive victo- 
ries and back-to-back national titles. 


> Big Eight Champion: Nebraska (11-1, 7-0) 

SWC Champion: Texas A&M (10-2, 7-0) 
Heisman Trophy: Charlie Ward, QB, Florida State 
Butkus Trophy: Trev Alberts, LB, Nebraska 
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National champion: Florida State (12-1), beat Nebraska in 
Orange Bowl, 18-16. 


20 YEARS AGO (1988) 

‘There really was no favorite for the Heisman Trophy in 1988. Los 
Angeles quarterbacks Troy Aikman (UCLA) and Rodney Peete (USC) 
staged a glittery season-long competition ... only to be upstaged 
by a soft-spoken, little-known flash of lightning from Oklahoma 
State, That, of course, was Barry Sanders, who staged the greatest 
season any major-college running back ever had ... making it so 
clear that Heisman voters had to yote for him: 2,628 yards and 

a preposterous 37 TDs. 


PB Big Eight Champion; Nebraska (11-2, 7-0) 
PB swe Champion: Arkansas (10-2, 7-0) 
> Heisman Trophy: Barry Sanders, TB, Oklahoma State 


ina National champion: Notre Dame (12-0) beat West Virginia in 
Fiesta Bowl, 34-21 — the most recent title for the Irish. 


25 YEARS AGO (1983) 

Another Nebraska highlight ... but like 1993, it didn’t end the 
way the Cornhuskers hoped it would. In one of the most dramatic, 
exciting Orange Bowls ever, the top-ranked Cornhuskers were over- 
taken by a scrappy underdog of a Miami squad, only to a scramble 
back with a last-minute touchdown that put Nebraska in position 
to tie and sew up Tom Osbome’s first national title. But Osborne 
wouldn't play for the tie, instead going for two and the win — and 
failed. What is often forgotten about that game, though, is that 
No. 2 Texas was also undefeated and would have moved in to cap- 
ture the title, but lost to No. 7 Georgia. 


Big Eight Champion: Nebraska (12-1, 7-0) 
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SWC Champion: Texas (11-1, 8-0) 


Heisman Trophy: Mike Rozier, RB, Nebraska. 4th: Turner Gill, 
QB, Nebraska 


> 
> 
B outland Trophy: Dean Steinkuhler, G, Nebraska 
> 


National champion: No. 5 Miami beat No, 1 Nebraska, 31-30 
in the classic Orange Bowl (and Georgia beat No. 2 Texas in 
the Cotton), giving the ‘Canes their first of five titles. 


50 YEARS AGO (1958) 


Oklahoma had won successive national championships in 1955 and 
1956, and came within a 7-0 loss to Notre Dame in 1957 (breaking 
OU’s 47-game winning streak) of making it three national champi- 
onships in a row. In 1958, the Sooners’ dramatic 15-14 loss to 
Texas prevented Bud Wilkinson from making it three national 
titles in four years, 


PP Big Eight Champion: Oklahoma (9-1, 7-0) 
p> SWC Champion: Texas Christian (8-2-1, 7-0) 
> Heisman Trophy: Pete Dawkins, HB, Army 


BP National champion: LSU rolled to a 62-0 rout to complete 
the only perfect season in the country and secure the title. 
Then in the Sugar Bowl, the Tigers beat Clemson, 7-0. 0U 
handled Syracuse in the Orange Bowl, 21-7, while TCU played 
to a scoreless tie with Air Force in the Cotton Bowl. 
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een Car of the Year’ 


irst full-size hybrid SUV.* 
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That's right, Green Car Journal's Green Car of the Yeart is the full-size Chevy Tahoe Hybrid. The announcement came at the 

Los Angeles Auto Show. The award is given for new or significantly revamped alternative fuel-powered vehicles, 
BA “This is amilestone in many respects,’ said Green Car Journal editor Ron Cogan. “People don't think ‘green’ when SUVs are concerned.” 
‘The 2008 Chevy Tahoe already offers the best fuel'economy in its class:’ And now, with its new'two-mode hybrid technology, the Tahoe 


* Excludes other GM vehicles. ‘ 
_{ Farmore info, go to GieenCateomy 
* Based on 2008 GM Large Utility segment and Taho@ MID with avallable 5 3,8 EPA est. MPG 14 cty/20 wy. Excludes other OM vehicles. 
I EPA est. MPG 21 city 
The names, emblems, slogans, vehicle body designs, and other marks appearing in this document are the trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors Corporation, its subsidiaies, affiliates, or licensors, 
(©2008 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! 1-800-950-2438 or chevy.com 
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